B AmmoBom npyny HebGecHoro [IBopa 3BeHena My3bIKa, CTpyuUiachk a¢upHas gbIMKa, a HeOeCHbIe
IeBHl KPYXKUIUCh B TaHIle, yCllaXkaas B30p coOpaBiInxcs HeG0oKUTEEH.

Xaoxu, ofHaKo, He oOpalllajl BHUMaHUs Ha Impa3fgHecTBo. Ero Kyga Oonbine 3aHuMarn HebGecHbIN
umnepaTtop XaoTsHb, BOCCEIABIINY Ha I'TaBHOM TPOHE. Xa0XkKu He MOT IOHSTh II0YeMY, HO B
OBedeHUM XA0TSHS eMy YyIUJIOCh YTO-TO CTPAaHHOe, HEYJIOBUMOE U TPEBOKHOE.

Cupesiuii psimoM CrIOyCsH, 3aMEeTUB COCTOSTHUE CITYTHHUKA, C HEJOYMEHUEM ITPOIIeTal:

— Manenbskoe ConHIle, THL Ha YTO yCTaBUJICA? Pa3Be 9TOT 30710TOU YeI0BeYEK HaBePXy CTOUT TaKOr'o
BHMMaHUg? Kcratu, mompobyit 3TOT MEePCUK, S ellle HUKOTIa He eJl HU4ero BKycHee!

CrI0ycsiH MPOTSIHYI Xa0KK OIPOMHEIH 117101 6eCCMepTHOr0 epcuka. [0BOPHUIT OH JOBOJIBHO T'POMKO,

Y, TIOCKOJIBKY B fIIIMOBOM IIPyay COOpPAIUCh JIHIID BhICIIME 60KeCTBa, MHOTHE YCIIBIIIAIN ero CJI0Ba.
B3oper HeboxuTenen o6paTunuck K ChOyCsSHY ¥ Xa0XKu. 3aMETHUB UX SBHBIM 3BEPUHBINA 00JTUK, TOCTH
HavaJld [epPelenThBaThCS.

Brupouem, Xaoxu, xkesnas u36exkaTh HEIPUATHOCTEH, IOJOOHBIX TEM, YTO CIYYUIUCH ¥ FOXKHBIX
HebecHBIX BpaT, He CTall ITOJTHOCThIO CKPBIBATh CBOIO aypy 3ooToro beccmepTHoro aro.
[TouyBCTBOBAB MOIIlh, UCXOMSIINYIO OT Hero, cobpaBirecs npucmupenu. Ho, Kak 1 Be3fie, 3[1ech
HAIIJTUCh CBOYM HarJjIellbl.

Brepeq BhIIENT MOJIOAOM Ha BUM, HO BeChMa MPEKJIOHHBIX JIeT He0O0XKUTEe b, YKa3aB MableM Ha
Cri0ycsiHa, KOTOPBIH 6€3MSATEKHO KeBaJjl IePCUK, OH QEIPKHYII:

— HOJIYM&TI: TOJIBKO, BCsAKAsl TBAPL TEII€ePb CMEET SABIATECA Ha HepCI/IKOBBII;I l'II/Ip' E3moBoe KMBOTHOE
JOJIZKHO 3HAaTh CBO€ MECTO U IIOKOPHO XKOaThk B CTOPOHE.

OTOT BEICKOYKA IIPEKPACHO ITOHMMAJI, YTO He POBHS Xa0XKH, HO, 2KeJlasi TOKPACOBATLCS Iepe
TOJITIOH, PEIIHII OTHITPAThCS Ha, Ka3anock Ovl, 6e300umHoM Cri0ycsiHe. OmHAKO OH KEeCTOKO
IIPOCUMTAJICS: OH He y4eJl, HaCKoJbKOo moporu Cri0ycsu [Iu Iununio, 0 Lununio u caMomy XaoxKHu.
B omHO MTHOBEHHE €T0 CKOBaJIM TPU ITOTOKA 602KECTBEHHOT'0 CO3HAHUS YPOBHS 30JI0TOT0
BbeccmeptHoro Ilano.

Harmemna 6pocuio B XonogHed moT. OH MuxopagouHo y6exman ce0st, 4To 3T0 IIepCuKOBHIM TUP, YTO
3mech Bce Jmoau 01aropogHble ¥ HUKTO He IIOCMeeT IIOOHSATL Ha Hero pyKy. U ecnu Ovl 30ech ObITu
TonbKO [1Iu [unue u KO [unmH, BO3MOXKHO, TaK OHO X BBIIIO Okl — Bce-Taku HeGecHsli [IBOp OBII
KX JOMOM.

Ho Xaoxu He C06I/IpaJ'IC5{ COEePZXKHUBATHCA. C IIOMPAYHEBIINM JIMIIOM OH IIOCMOTPEI HAa BEICKOYKY 1
MeJJIEHHO IIPOu3HeEC:

— Iloxoxke, Y KOT0-TO eCTh IpeTeH3uu K MoeMy OpaTy? Hy ke, BEIK/IaibIBall CBOU IIPEI0KEHMUS.

BrickouKa He oxupmas Takod peakiuu. OH paCcTepsIHHO OTJITHYJICS Ha Apy3el, KOTOphIE ellle MUHYTY



Ha3al KJIAJINCh €My B BEPDHOCTH, HO TeIlePb CUAeJIN, YTKHYBIINCEH B Yalllkd, CJIOBHO II€PEIIyIraHHbIE
IIepeIieJIKn. KT0-TO U3 HUX Jaxe CMOTpeJI Ha HETO C HaCMEIIIKOH.

— Buxy, y rocriofniHa BEICKOYKYM TaK MHOTO IIPEMJI0KEHUM, YTO OH Jjaxke He 3HaeT, C 4ero HayaTth. B
TAKOM CJTy4ae, I03BOJIbTE MHE BHECTH CBOE.

He obpamasi BHUMaHUS Ha OKPYKAIOIMKUX, Xa0KK BCIBIXHYI 602KE€CTBEHHHKIM CBETOM: B €T0 I'Ta3ax
3aCUSNIK SPKOE COJIHIE U X0JI0gHAs JTyHa, a MPOCTPAaHCTBO HAIOJHUIIOCH YKacarllei sHeprueii. B
crepnylolee MTHOBEHHE U3 eT0 B3TJIsifla BRIPBAJIMCh JBa MeYa, COTKaHHbIe U3 cull Tall-unb u Tau-sgH.
OHU CKPECTHUINCH, CJIOBHO HOXKHMUIIB, YCTPEMUBILUCE K TOPJIY HArjela.

HuxkTo He oxupnan nmogooHoro Hanamenus. Haxke [IIu Lunun OvlT omesioMeH, a BoT 0 LunuH ¢
yNbIOKOM MpoIIenTaia:

— Joporoi#, mocMoTpH, pa3Be Csio Xao celyac He MOX0XK Ha cTapirero Opara, 3alIUINaioNiero
MJIafIIero?

— I'm, u mpaBma, — oto3Bajcs Illu Iunus. — Temepsb KaxkeTcs, 94To 9T0 Hail Cso Chl — MITa/IIHH
Opat. Ho pa3 Csi0 Xao Tak omekaeT ero, Mkl MOKeM OBITh CITOKOMHH 3a 6e30macHOCTs CrIOyCSIHA.

Brpouewm, Ton Ulu IunuHA TyT Ke U3MEHUJICSA, ¥ OH IIPOLIENTANl XKeHe Ha YXO:

— Kak nymaems, ects 11 Mexay Cso Col 1 Cs10 Xa0 KaKasi-TO CBSI3b?

10)71 Hunuu Odapujla €ero rHeBHBIM B3TJISAOOM:

— Yro TH Hecemrb? OHU 06a MyKCKOTro 1oJa!

— Hy u 4T0 ¢ Toro? 3aTo MHI 3HaeM UX KakK OOIYIIJIEHHBIX, TAK CIIOKOMHEE.

— CTapsiii 6eCCTHIHUK, TPUKYCH S3HIK! ECM OHM yCIBIIIAT, KaK MM IIOTOM 06I1aThcs? Heyxemu Thl
IyMaelllb, YTO Halll ChIH He HaliieT cebe HeBeCTy?

FO# Llunun Oblla yBepeHa B CBOEM 4afie, XOTs U He Momo3peBana, 4To CrIOyCsSH IelCTBUTEIHHO
HalOeT CBOI Cyab0y, HO COBCEM He Tak, Kak OHa cebe ImpefCcTaBIIsa.

TeMm BpeMeHEM B 3ajie BOLAPUIICS Xaoc. ['0CTH B yKace pa3beranuch, CTapasiCh AepxKaThCs MONaIbIIe
0T 00pe4YeHHOT0 BEICKOYKH. TOT, Mapaan30BaHHEIN BOJIeH Xa0XKH, He MOT [laXke IOIIeBeIUThCS U
JIAIIB MOJIMJI O IIOIAafie IIa3aMu.

— J1oBONIBHO! — pa3parsicsl XOJIOAHBIM OKPUK XaOTSIHS C IJIaBHOI'O TPOHA.

B TOT ke Mur ataka XaoxXKu pa3Besiyiach, CJIOBHO ee U He OBLIO.



— Ipyr mo#, aTo HeGecHeit [1BOD, a He MeCTO [JIs TBOUX 3a0aB.

XaoTsHb He X0TeNl pa3gyBaTh KOH(IUKT: 3a CIMHOM BEICKOYKH CTOSI HACTABHUK YPOBHS 30JI0TOTO
BeccmepTHoro [ano cpegHeii cTymenu. I1ycTh oH Ob criabee Xaoxku, HO XaOTSHb CTPEMUIICS
IIPUBJIEYD €T0 Ha CBOI CTOPOHY. OH HE MOT [OMYyCTUTh CMEPTH I'OCTSA, MHa4Y€e BMECTO COX03a IOIYUUII
OBl KPOBHOTO Bpara. [I03TOMy OH IOCTIENINIT Ha3BaTh CTyYUBIIEECS ITYTKOM.

XaoxKu He OLIEHHUJI 9TOr0 KecTa. B ToHe XaoTsgHS OH YJIOBUJI BEICOKOMEpPHE IIPaBUTEIS, CYUTAIOIIETO
ce0s BIaCTeIMHOM BCETO CYINETOo, a B eT0 B3rJIsifie — IIpPe3peHne U OTBpallleHue K CBIIIEHHBIM
3BEPSIM.

Xa0KH IOX0JIOOEeN OT IPOCTH.

— XoueIb 3aMsTh 9TO Aes10? X0poIlo, 5T 0KaxXy Te0e 4ecCTb...

XaoTsHb eIBa 3aMEeTHO YCMEXHYIJICH, II0JIarad, YTO OEPXKUT CUTyallhIO II00 KOHTPOJIEM. Ho B
CIIeIYIONIYI0 CEKYH[Y ero JIUI[0 KCKA3UIOCh OT THEBA, KOraa XaoxKy yKa3all Ha BEICKOUKY:

— OH ockopb6un Moero 6paTa. EDMHCTBEHHBIY CII0COO UCKYNIUTh BUHY — CMepTh. [1yCTh OH TOKOHYUT

¢ co0oii IpPsIMO 37IeCh, ¥ Toraa s 3abymy 06 9TOM.

3an axHyn. HUKTO He 0XKuOal, YTO Xaoku mocMeeT OPOCUTH BEI30B caMoMy HeGecHoMy uMmepaTopy,
KOTZla TOT y2Ke IIPEAJIOXUII eMy IIyTh K OTCTYIJIEHUIO.
Cri0ycsH, HaKOHeIl 0CO3HaB Cepbe3HOCTh CUTYalluy, HEPBHO [epHYI Xa0XKHU 3a Jamly:

— Manennskoe CoHIle, MOXKET, XBaTUT?

Xa0Ku MOXJIONAal ero mo jiare, YCIIOKanBafd, ¥ CHOBa ITOCMOTPEJI Ha TPOH:

— Xe-xe, pa3 yx moero 6pata ockopbunu B TBoeM Hebecunom [IBope, Bare BennuuecTBo, MOXKET, ThI
CaM CBEpIIHING ITPABOCYINE ¥ KA3HHUIIIh 3TOTO Mep3aBIia?

XaoKu JIOBKO IIepeJIoKUII OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha XaoTsHs, Ha0monas 3a ero peakuueit. OH IoHUMA,
YTO UMIIEPATOP He [OMYCTUT yOUiiCTBa B CBOUX CTeHAX, HO PUCKHYTh CTOMJIO — a BAPYT XaOTSIHb
ocTynuTcsi? YToObl YCUIUTE NaBlieHNe, Xa0XKM eJBa 3aMETHO BHIITYCTUJT KPYIIUIy CBOEeHM UCTUHHOMN
MOILIY.

K ero ynusnenuto, XaoTsiHb, II0YYBCTBOBAB 3Ty 3HEPI'UI0, PE3KO0 CXKaJl 3payKy U MIPOLIENTall TaK TUXO,
YTO e[[Ba JIX KTO-TO ellle MOT yCJIBIIIAaTh:
— HMMnepaTopckoe opyxKue BHICIIEro nopsankal!!

Ycneimas 314 €10Ba, Xa0Xy caM IIPHULLIE B yKac. B ero ceppue mocenusach Tpesora. He
pasmymeiBasi, oH cxBaTul [u Lunuug u Cei0ycsgHa 3a PyKW ¥ HalpaBUJICA K BRIXOY U3 fAIIIMOBOTO



Ipyna, He 3a00TSCh O TOM, YTO IMogyMarT OCTaAJIbHEIE.

— Manenskoe ConHIle, 4YTO CIy4YUIoCh? [IoueMy MBI Tak CIELIuM?

— Ha, Cs0 Xao, 94TO-TO CTPSCIIOCH?

XaoxXu OTBETUJI COMBYUBO:

— He cmpammBaiite ceituac. Bepaemcss — Bce 00BSICHIO.

B TOT caMEBIii MOMEHT, KOTTIa OHU MOKUIAIN He6eca, roe-TO B MUPE CMEPTHRIX U3 3€MJIM BHE3AITHO
IIOKA3aJIiCh IB€ MaJIEHbKHE I'OJIOBKH.
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