— O, a1, au! Trl yTo TBOPUILIL? — A JlaHb OTHEpPHYJa PYKY, KOTOPYI cxBaTuil A KO, 1 HEOBOJIBHO
HaxXMypUJacs.

TonbKO OHU BHIIIUIM CO CKJIafia, Kak OH, CJIOBHO BOPHUIIKA, IIOTAIINI €€ B YKPOMHEIN yroJoK. [loTupas
HOIOLIlee OT ero XBaTKU 3amnsiacTee, A JlaHb cMepuiia ero CepauTHIM B3IJIAL0M:

— Haperocs, y Tebst eCTh YTO-TO JeHCTBUTENIEHO BaXKHOe, HHauye Tebe KoHelr!

ITox eé ITPOH3UTEJIbHBIM, TIOYTH Y6I/II;ICTB8HHBIM B3rISAO0M A KO HeBOIBEHO CHEXKUIICS, HO TyT XK€
BBITIPSAMMII CIIMHY 1 HEYBEPEHHO CIIPOCHUIT:

— IMocnymaii... 1 X0Tesn y3HaTh, Thl BCE ellé NepKUIlb Ipu cebe Toro pebeHka?

— PebGenka? Kaxkoro erre peberka? — A JlaHb yCMeXHYJIach, HAMEPEHHO MTepecIpalliuBasi.

— Hy Ttoro, u3 6oraroii cembu! 4 cnibltian, T ogobpasna eé. Kak Tl MoOrja MOCTYIIUTh Tak
ompoMeTunBo?! — Ycnrias orputianue, A i 3aHepBHUYAT ¥ IIPUHSIJICS TOPOIIJIMBO U COMBYUBO €€
OTYHUTHIBATE.

B otnuuue ot ero cyetsl, A JlaHb 0OCTaBajach HEBO3MYTUMOU:

— YT0 3HAYUT onmpoMeTunBo? Thl XOTh TOHKMAEIh, 0 YeM TOBOpHIIL? He OonTail epyHOs. A 4TO
KacaeTcs pedeHKa — 3TO Moe JINYHOE MieJlo, s eé momoOpasa, u He Tebe coBaTh cioma cBoi Hoc! Kakoe
TeOe BooOIIe M0 3TOro Aeo?

Cka3zasB 9T0, OHa TOJIKHYJIa A KOs u, He moXUOaAsCh OTBETA, 3allarasa IIpOYb.

— 4 xe o0 Tebe 3a6ouycs! Trl He 3HaEIb, BCE BOKPYT TOJIBKO U FOBOPST, KaKas THl AYPOUKa... — T'OJI0C
A 104 3aTuxarn 1no Mepe T0ro, Kak A Jla"s ygansiach, 10Ka BOBCe HE CMOJIK.

OH He TIOHMMAJT: TI0YEMY OH IPHUIIESI C HOOPHIMU HAMEPEeHUSIMH, YTOOH IPEOYIPeanuTh €€, a OHA TaK
oTpearuposasa?

Hypouka? A JlaHb ycMexHynach mpo cedsi. C Tex Iop Kak OHa IIpuHecia pedeHKa JOMOM, OHa
CTIBIIIIAJIA 9TO CJIOBO OT JECSTKOB cocefiel. Bce 0HU B OJUH I'0JIOC TBEPHOUIIH, YTO Y HEE TIOMYTUIICS
paccymok, pa3 OHa IoIIjia Ha Takoe.

[TomoGpath yenoBeka! [la eile u TsxKesno 6onbHOro! K ToMy ke Mnapiie Heé caMmoii! Pa3se
HOPMAaJIbHBEIY YeJIOBEK CTAHET TakK JenaTh? Thl IOCMOTPHU, KaKue ceidyac BpeMeHa! CaMuM XpaTh
Heuero, a OHa ellle KOro-To0 KOPMUT!



Ha BTOpO# eHDb, yOEAUBIIUCE, UTO ¥ IEBOYKY CIaj Xkap, A JIaHb OTIIpaBuUIach K XKeHIIUHAM Ha
CKJIafie, YTOOHI Y3HATh, KaK yXaxkuBaTh 3a 601bHBIM pebeHkoM. Ho 3TOT Bonmpoc mpou3sen a¢hdexT
pasopBaBIeiicss 60MOb: K Be4epy yKe BeCh CKiap 3Hasl, 4yTo A JlaHb nmpuTaluia 60IbHY0 JeBUOHKY.

CHauaa Bce Tafajid, KTO 9TO, IIOTOM PEIIUIN, YTO 9TO Ta caMasi 0oradyka C OKPAaWHEBI CBAJIKH.
[Tomon3mu cayxu, He Moayunsia i A JIaHb 3a He€ KaKyi-TO BEIIooy. HecKoabKo Be4epoB MOOPsf
M0O0MBITHEIE COCEIU HaBEOLIBAIKCh K HEH, IIPOBEPSIS, HET I TaM Yero IIeHHOT'0, U JIUIITh
yOeIUBIINCD, YTO ITOXKUBUTLCS HeUeM, HAKOHEIl OCTAaBUIIA €€ B ITOKOE.

A Jlanb Oblna K 9TOMY I'OTOBA. K cyacTrio, oHa 3apaHee CIIpsiTalia TaJIOHBI Ha IIPOJOBOJILCTBHE B
HaJJeXXHoe MeCTO, NHa4de y Hee He 0CTaJIoCh OB CpencCTB Ha eny ajid pe6eHKa.

O0oiins Mo NpUBLHYKE OKPECTHOCTH U YOEIUBIINCH, YTO HUKTO He CJIefuT, A JIaHb ITOCIeIua B
IIeHTpa/IbHBEIN KBapTasl 3a Bofo# u efor. OHa He pucKoBasia 6paTh MHOTO 3a pa3s, I03TOMY
IPUXOAMIOCH Oerath Tyfa-cioga HeCKONbKO pa3. Korma oHa, coOpaB HeoOX0nKUMOe, BEPHYJIach
00paTHO, COJIHIIEe yKe CKPBIJIOCh 3a TOPaMHu.

YKpagko# TpPOCKOIL3HYB B CBOE XKUIKIIE, OHA, KAK 00RIYHO, CHAYaJla KOCHYIacCh 10a JeBOYKH, a
IIOTOM CTaJla pacKiafgbiBaTh mpumack. 2Kap crai, Ho pebeHOoK BCE elrle He mpuxongun B ceOsi. OgHa u3
JKEHIIMH CKalalla, YTO MO3T IeBOYKH HaBepHSIKa yXKe IMOBPeXKIeH BEICOKOM TeMIepaTypoi, u BCE,
yTO metaeT A JIaHb — JIMIIb OTTSTUBAET Hen30exkKHOe.

A Jlaub rHana ot cebs 3ty Mbiciu. OHa 1IenoToM noobeliana geBodke: d Oyoy KOpMUTH Tebs, TOKa
He 3aKOHYATCS TaJIOHH. EC/TM K TOMYy BpEMEHHU Thl He OYHEIIbCS — 3HAYUT, 51 COesaja BCE, YTo
MoOTJIa.

[TockonbKy pebeHoK Ovln 6e3 CO3HaAHUS, laBaTh CYXyl0 9HEPTeTHUECKYI0 CMeCh ObIJIO HEb3s. A JIaHb
IIPUXOMUIIOCH XKEPTBOBATh 3allacaMy BOJIbI, Pa3BOIS IOPOIIOK B Kalluily. YOeIUBIIUChH, YTO C
IIeBOYKOI BCE [T0-CTApPOMY, OHA yCeJlach PSAOM U IIPUHSJIACH 3a HeJlo.

Tpu GomnblmKe TOKKY IIOPOIIKa Ha TPEeTh OYTHIJIKM BOIBI — OHA BBICHINTAIa BCE B HAUOEHHYIO HA THSX
mepOaTyo MUCKY U IIPUHSJIACh MEIIaTh IePeBSHHON Mamoukoi. HaOmogass, Kak moOpoIIoK
pacTBOPSIETCS, TPEeBpPaIIasich B I'yCTy0 Maccy, A JlaHb ocTanach JOBOJIbHA CBOEH CTPSITHEN.

[ToTpaTuB HECKOIBKO MUHYT Ha IPUTOTOBIIEHNE €[l [JIs IeBOYKH U KOe-KaK IIepeKyCuB caMa, OHa
TIOCTIEINIa TOKOPMUTEL peOeHKa, MoKa B IeJu J1avyTH ellle TpoO0uBasics THEBHOM CBET.

A JlaHbp yInepiiachb pYKOfI B Kpa171 MUHCKH, ITPUIIOAHAJIACh U YK€ co61z1panacr; IIOJIOXKUTE T'OJIOBY OEBOYKHU
cebe Ha KOJIEHH, KaK BOPYT 3aMepPJia: Ha Heé B YIIODP CMOTPEJINA SACHEIE, TJ'IY6OKI/IG YEepHLbIE I'lTa3a.

— Ou! — A Jla"b OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTHU BCKPUKHYJIA U IJIIOXHYJIaCh Ha MOJ. — THL... Tl OYHY/IaCh?

Ona 3anuHasnach, B rojioBe KPYTHUJIOCh CTOJIBKO CJIOB, HO B UTOI'€ BEIPBAJICA TOJIBKO 3TOT FHYHLIfI



Borpoc. KoHeYHo, O4Hyachk, ri1a3a-To0 OTKPHITH!

OHa OTpSIXHYJIa IITaHbl, YYBCTBYS ceOsl HEJIOBKO, 1, YTOOLI CKPHITh CMYIIeHHe, Jo0aBuIa:

— Kak THI ce6st 9yBCTBY€IIIb?

OtBeTa He mocemoBano. A JIaHb BOPYT BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO ¥ MEBOYKH, II0X0XKE, HE BCE B MMOPSIAKE C
r0JI0BOM. B mepByi0 BCTpeUy OHa CMOTpeJia Ha Heé Tak 3Ke 0€CCMBICIIEHHO, a TI0CTIe TaKOM TUX0PaiKu
HaBepHsKa CTaja emle riymnee. Hy u mypa oHa, CTONBKO BpEMEHHU IIPOBEIa C IOJIOYMHOM, YTO U cCaMa
nornynesna! Kak MOXKHO XKOaTh OT AYPOYKH, YTO OHA PACCKAXKET O CBOEM CAMOYYBCTBUU?

OcTaBUB MOMBITKY OOMPOCUTL pebeHKa, A JIaHb 103Bajia COCEAKY, YTOOH Ta OCMOTpPea JeBOYKY.
KeHmuHa yoquBUIIach, 4YTO Ta IPHIIa B ce0s1, HO 3a OYTHIJIKY BOAH HE CTajla 3afaBaTh JIUITHUX
BOIIPOCOB, TIOATBEPAMIIA, UTO OMTACHOCTH OOJIBIIe HET, U YIIJIA.

Cocenxke ObIJIO OCTATOYHO TOTO, UYTO peOEHOK KB, HO A JIaHb BOJTHOBAJIO ipyroe. CHavasa oHa
IyMalia, 4YTO KakK TOJIbKO [IeBOYKa IpUaeT B ce0s, OHAa BEpHET e€ POofuTeNnsiM. Bce cumTanmy, YTO OHa
13 0oraTo¥ ceMbH U MPOCTO MOTepsiiachk. Ho mocie cTonbkux nHew A JlaHb Havalla ITO403peBaTh, YTO
pebeHKa He MOTepPsNu, a OPOCHUIH.

Ecnu Obl OHA OeWCTBUTENBHO II0TEPSIIack, €€ Ol yKe JaBHO MCKanu. Ho B ropopke OBIJIO TUXO0, HUKTO
He 3asBJISAT O IIpomaxe. 3HAUUT, I1JIaH BEPHYTh €€ IoMoii He cpaboTaer.

A JlaHb He 3Hasa, 4YTO menaTh. Ho pa3 yxk oHa e€ momob6paa, BHIOPOCUTH 00PAaTHO GBITI0 HEBO3MOKHO.
Ila u, 4ecTHO TOBOPsI, OHa OBl y2Ke He CMOTrJIa.

Korpa ona Haia e€, To Obljia CIMIIKOM B30yopakeHa ymadeil U He pas3risagena nuia. [IotoM, B
TEeMHOTE U IPSI3Y, TOXKe He IpHUfaia 3HaueHusa. Ho Korga oTMbIIa U XOPOIIEHBKO pacCMOTperna... A
JlaHb MOTJIa CKa3aTh TOJILKO OOHO: 603Ke MOM, OHa HUKOIMla B XKM3HU He BUJleJla HUKOTO KpacuBee.
ToHKHe 4epTHl MUlla, U3AIIHEIE TUHAU — Ka3aJa0Ch, CaM TBOPEL IPUIOXKUI PYKY K 9TOMY CO3TaHHUIO.
Kaxk KT0-TO MOXKeT OBITh HAaCTOJILKO IIpeKpaceH? A JlaHb He MOrJa mogo6paTh CJI0B, YTOOR! OIMHCATh
3TO COBEPILEHCTRO.

Brupouem, HeOO cITpaBed/IMBO: TaKas KpacoTa — U ITycTas I'ojIoBa. 30JI0TO He ObIBaeT 0e3 mpuMecei,
a monu 6e3 u3bsgHOB. [Togymas 06 3ToM, A JIaHb CAaMOOBOJIEHO YXMBITTBHYTIACh U, HEe TIPeKpalias
CBOUX MEICIIEH, TTOTSIHYIACh MMOTEPETH IIeKK NeBOUKU. Ho Ta, KTO M0 3TOr0 Ka3anach 0e3y4acTHOH,
BIPYT BCTPEINEHyJIach U OTTOJIKHYJIA PYKy A JlaHu.

Bcé nmpousonino Tak BHe3anHo, 4TO A JlaHb, morpykeHHas B CBOM (haHTa3UH, He yaepKanach U
noBajuiach Hadaj. Ha e€ 6eny, c3agu cTosi Oak ¢ XJ1laMoM, ¥ OHa C pa3Maxy yTroauia IIpsMo B HETO.

— Yero TH cMeeIbcs? BMecTo TOro 4ToOB IOCMESIThCS, JTyulle Obl ITOMOTTIa MHE BHIOPAThHCS!
[Togymaems, moTporasa, 4ero cpasy TonkaThcsa? 4 Boobuie-To Tebs cnacna! Trl... — A JlaHb



0CEKJIach, CJIOBHO €€ KTO-TO CXBATHI 3a ropio. Ona 3aMepiia, JPOXKalllyuM IIaJIbIIeM YKa3bIBas Ha
OE€BOYKY, XU HE MOTI'JIa BEIMOJIBUTh HHU CJIOBA.

[ToroMy 4TO meBOYKa Me[JIeHHO MIOMOIINa K Hell ¥ IPOTSHYJa CBOI0 MaleHbKYI0 0elyio JafoIiKy.

— YepT BO3BMH... la THI BOBCE HE OypOYKa, fAa?
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