Betep u cHer B FOHCsH, Hecylre ¢ coO0M 3amaxX KPOBU U OTTOJIOCKY ITPEACMEPTHHIX KPUKOB,
TIOCTEIIeHHO YTUXJIH, OCTABUB MOCTIe Ce0si JTUIIb MOTHBEIA XaoC ¥ BbeIJIUBHIHN, TPOOUPAIOIIHNH 10
KOCTeH X0J10[.

YxacHble 03k0rH 0T pochopHOro mraMenu Ha criuHe Cso Y Oblu mOJ0OHBI CTAPEIM LIIPpaMaM Ha ero
OyIlle, KOTOPhIE BHOBL COPBAIU C MSICOM. XOTSI YCUIMSIMH UMIIEPATOPCKUX JIeKapel, TPUMEHUBIIINX
BCE MUMEIOIINEeCS CPeCTBa, 3JI0BPEIHbIH S]] YOAT0Ch BPEMEHHO MTOAaBUTh, KaXI0e OBUXKEHNe, KOTa
IIPUXOUIIOCH MEHSITh ITOBSI3KH, HAIPsS2KeHHasI CIIMHA U XOJIOMHBIN ITOT Ha BUCKaX BhITABaIN
HEBBIHOCUMYIO, TPOHUKAIOIIYIO 10 CAMBIX KOCTel 60Jb.

Ero pa3MecTunu B TEIIHIX MTOKOSX ABOpIA LIsSHBI0AHE — B CAMOM CEPIle UMIIEPATOPCKUX
armapTaMeHTOB.

A Ce lluHbBsSIHS, KaK ToCIofrHa MUH-U, UTO «TSKeJI0 II0CTpafall, 3amuias ocody uMmmneparopa», Cso
Ys moYTH HaCUIIbHO Bejiell MOCENIUTh B BOCTOUYHOM IIPUCTPOUKE, BCETO 3a OMHOM CTEHOU OT CBOUX
IIOKOEB.

OTa cTeHa Oblyla KpacHOpeUuuBee JII00BIX CJIOB: UMIIePaTOp Kejajl, YToOb OH ObLT Ha BUAY, IOT
KOHTpOJIEM H, 60ojiee TOro, IOJI 3aIlKUTOH.

B moxkosx cTosin FYCTOﬁ dpoMarT JIEKapPCTB, a B 2KaPOBHAX APKO ITbIJIAT YT OJIb.

PYKa Ce ]_[I/IH'bf{HH BC€ ellle HeCTEePIIUMO HEIJId, HO ITePEeIBUTaTECA OH y2Ke MOT 6e3 0COOBIX
3anynHeHHfI. On CHIEIl Ha MSTKOHI KYyHIETKE Y OKHa4, 3da KOTOPBEIM BRICHUJIMCH CYPOBEIE IBOPIIOBLIE
CTeHb!l LIsgHbI0aHb, OXpaHsAgEeMEBI€ IIATPYIIAMHA.

A VIH 0CTOpPOKHO MeHsJIa IOBSI3KY Ha ero PyKe, CTapasiCh KacaThCs KOXKK TaK HEXKHO, CIIOBHO MMella
TIeJI0 C XPYIIKUM COKPOBHIIEM.

— I'ocnonuH, a paHa Ero BennuectBa... — A WH 0CeKiach, He B CHJIaX CKPBHITh 3aTA€HHEIM CTPax U
TpeBory. — Jlekapu roBopsT, 4To GoCOpHBIN 94 KpaliHe KOBapeH. XOTs paHbl U OUYUCTHUIIA BOBPEMS,
0010Ch, 3TO OCTaBUT HEU3JI€YUMHIi criefl. Bcsakuil pa3, Korfa OyAeT ChIpo MM XOJIORHO, 60Ih CTaHET
BO3BpalllaThCsl, HEBLIHOCUMAS M OCTPas...

Barnsan Ce LiunbsHS yoan Ha ero COOCTBEHHYI0, 00MOTaHHYI0 0€JI0M TKaHbIO PYKY, MabIlbl
HENPOU3BOJIBHO CXKAJIUCh.

ToT oTyassHHBEIY 00BsITHE B CHE3KHOM HOHCSIH, ropsiure clie3nl, AyIiepa3gupaoie BCXIUIIE 1
CPHIBAIOLIUNCS I'0JI0C, BHIKPUKHYBIIUYN «YeTBEPTHIY MPUHIY... 9T KaPTUHEBI, CJIOBHO KJIEUMO,
Bpe3aJiiCh B ero namMaTh. CTpax U HEHaBUCTh, KOTOPEIE MCIIBITHIBAJI IPEXXKHUY Bllafesel Tena K Cs10
s, B TOT MUT OKOHYATEJIbHO Pa3BeSIUChH.

A IlIsub AHb, AylIa U3 UHOTO MUPA, CTOJIKHYBIINCH C TeM, KaK UMIIepaTop COOCTBEHHEIM TEJIOM



IIPUKPHLIT €r0 OT CMEPTOHOCHOT' O IIJTaAMEHH, YCJIBIIIAB T€ I"JIY60KO 3allpATaHHBIE, XKaJIKHe MOJIbOBI
«MAaJIEHBKOT'O 9yJOBHIIa», HE MOT' HE JPOTHYTh, KaKoH OBl erHKOfI HU OBIJIa €T0 6pOH${.

9T0 OblyTa He 11000Bb MIIM HEHABUCTD MPEKHET0 X0351Ha, 3TO ObIT BEIOOP camoro IIous AdHs.

OH 0TYETIUBO OCO3HAI 3TO.

OH GombIle HEe MOT OCTaBaThCSI CTOPOHHUM HabogaTeneM.

To COCTpagaHue, KOTOPO€ OH HACHUJIBHO 3aMOPaKUBAJl B cebe, mocme IIEepexXuToro BMecCTe yxKaca
HpOGI/IHO jien, MPeBpaTUuBIINCE B TAXKKOE, HEOTBPATHUMO€E YyBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Ox Ow11 momkeH Csio Ya xu3nb. U erme Gonbilie 0H ObUT JOMKEH TOMy pebeHKy, 4To OapaxTascs B
6e3mHe X0I0OHOTO ABOPIIA, — 3al03/aJIbli OTBET, B KOTOPOM 00JIbIlie He OBIJIO CTpaxa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pe3Hasi IepeBsiHHas IBEPhb, COeUHSIBILAS TEIlJIble IOKOX C BOCTOYHOM MMPUCTPOUKOI,
THUX0 OTBOPHUJIACH.

Csto Us OBLT OfleT UL B IPOCTOe Oeji0e UCIIOfHee, TIOBEPX KOTOPOT0 HAKUHYJI IIUPOKUH XajaT U3
YEPHOTO IIeJIKa C TEMHBIM Y30poM. ETo nuIo u3-3a IoTepu KPoBU U 60T Ka3aloch OIeIHBIM, HO
B3TJISIT OCTABAJICS OCTPBIM, KaK MPeXk/e, a MOXKeT, Jaxe Ty0xke U TSxkelee.

OH XeCTOM OTOTHAJI eBHyXa BaHa, KOTOpPHIH MOPEIBAJICS MOAAePKaTh ero, ¥ COesal Iar Blepen —
MeZJIEHHO, HO C IyTalollell PemrMOCThIO.

Ero B3rmsan TIePBBIM OEJIOM YIIal Ha PYKY Ce HuHBSIHS, 6pOBI/I €IBa 3aMEeTHO OPOTHYIIN.

3aTeM OH IMOJOILIEeN K KYIIIeTKe M, He CafisiCh, OCTAaHOBHUJICS, TsAnsd Ha Ce LIMHBSIHS CBEPXy BHU3.

B aTom B3rmistze 6osibilie He GBITIO X0I0Ma, C KOTOPHIM OH U3y4as Ho0bdy, He OBII0 U SPOCTH,
nogoOHou 6ype. B HEM YKTaNOCh HEYTO KpaliHe CI0KHOE — CMECH IIBITJIUBOCTH, MOMBITKY YOEOUTHCS
B YEM-TO U €[IBa YJIOBUMOTO... 0KUTAHUA?

— Pyxa... Bce eme 6omut? — ronoc Cso Us mpo3Bydarn XpuUIiio, Hapymas TuimuHy. OH mepxarn Ce
LluabAHS 3@ PYKY, HO HE OTPHIBAJI B3TJIAfa OT €ro Ijias.

Ce LIuHDBSIHD ITOMHSJII TOJIOBY, BCTpedas 3TOT B3TJISAA. B 3TOT pa3 OH He CTasl OTBOAUTH Ijla3 UK
TIPUTBOPSITHCS.

OH cnerka moxadyas TojI0BOM, HO JBHKEHHEe 0TO3BajI0Ch 00JIbIO B JIAMOHM, 3aCTABUB €T0 HaXMYPHUTEBCA.



Kapgwik Csio Us gepHyncs.

OH cnoBHO Koiebasics, HO B KOHIE KOHIIOB MeJJIeHHO ITOHSJI TpaBylo pyKy. Ha ero 3ansictbe Toxe
Oblyia OBsI3Ka — CJIeq OT yoapa Mep3JIbIM KOMOM 3eMJIU B TOT fAeHb, Korga oH 3amutun Ce LluHbgHS,
a TakxKe paHBl 0T OCTPBIX 0aMOYKOBHIX IIEIIOK, KOTHa OH CKUMaJjl 00ropeBIllero KpoinuKa-poHapukK.

— ¥V MeH4... Toxe 00JTUT, — TUXO IIPOU3HEC OH, He CBoAs rya3 ¢ Ce LIMHBSAHS, C MPSIMOTOH,
rpaHUYallel ¢ HeYKIII0XKeW MONBITKOM IT0Ka3aTk CBOIO C1aboCTh.

OH ucnonb30Baj cOOCTBEHHYI0 00J1b, YTOOBI OTKIMKHYTHCS Ha 00716 Apyroro. CIOBHO YIPSIMBIN
pebeHOK, KOTOPHIY II0Ka3bIBaeT COUTYIO KOJIEHKY B HafleKle Ha COYYBCTBUE U yTellleHNe TOBapullla.

Ce LIuHDBSIHDb ITOCMOTPEII Ha €ro nepeONHTOBAHHOE 3alsCThe, a 3aTeM Ha GUrypy, KoTopas us-3a 60mu
B CIIMHE CJIETKa CCYTYJIUIach, HO BCE ellle CTapasiach AepKaTh OCAHKY.

[Tepen rna3aMu CHOBa BO3HMK 00pa3 Csio Ua, 6pocaromierocst B pochopHOe ImaaMs I0CPeIu
cHexHoro FOHCAH.

Cepuue CJIOBHO YTO-TO CHJIBHO YOAPHIIO.

[TomornuaB, OH OAHSAT CBOIO HETIOBPEXOEHHYI0 IIPaByl0 PyKy, yKa3aJl Ha MeCcTo 0xora Ha crnuHe Cs0
Ys u Me[JIeHHO, ejBa 3aMETHO KMBHYIL.

¢ 3Halo, TBOS CIIMHA OOIUT CUIbHEE.

OTOT IPOCTO¥ KECT U B3TJISAM CTAld KaMHeM, OpOIIEHHHIM B TIy0OKH OMYT, BEI3BaB Ha nulle Cso Ya
OTpoMHYI0 psibb! Bce MOMBITKY MPOLIYIATh TOYBY ¥ HAITYCKHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE B 3TOT MUT PYXHYIHU!

OH pe3Ko BOOXHYJI, ¥ B €ro I'Jla3aX BCIILIXHYJT HeBRIPA3UMbIH, TTOJ00HBIM JIECHOMY I10XKapy BOCTOPT!
Ce LIunbsHDb He 00517ICS, He HeHaBUfel, oH oTBevasn! OH npusHaBan 3Ty 601b! OH... 6ECIIOKOUIICS 0
ero pasHax!

— Xa... — Cs0 Yas TUX0 paccMesiyics, ¥ B 3TOM CMeXe CJIBIIIaIUCh XPHUIIIble PHIIaHUS U 00erdYeHue.

OH 6osblie He KoyieOasics U cell Ha KyeTKy Hanpotus Ce LIuHbsiHS. [IBUKEHUE 0TO3BAIOCH OOJIBIO B
CTIVHE, 3aCTaBUB €r0 CyJOPOKHO B3NOXHYTh, HAXMYPHUBIIHUCE.

Ce LIMHBSHL MHCTUHKTUBHO XOTEJI ITOOHATHCSI, HO Cs10 U3 0CTAHOBUII €r0 XKECTOM.

— He pgBuraiics, — ronoc Cgo Ys cMaryuics, neperasa Ha CTPaHHbBIM LIEeTI0T, CJIOBHO OH [EJIUIICS
TaHOM. — Mos cniuHa... fa, 60muT. Ho ecnu 51 BUXKY TBOIO YIEIOKY, TBOIO 3a00Ty, TO 60JIb YXOOUT. —



Ero B3risig yCTpeMusics B IMyCTOTY, CJIOBHO OH CKBO3b ITEIIb BEKOB BU[IEN T€ Pa3pyIIeHHBIE, XOJIOTHEIe
IOKOU. — B Ty 3uMy... cHera Owiyio eile Gosnbiie... Kphlllla mpoxXyauiacsk... BeTep pe3asl, Kak HOX... —
OH roBOpHUII ITyTalollle CIOKONHO, HO KaX/0e CJI0BO COYHMIOCH KPOBbi0. — MaTyIllKa HaKphlla MEHS
COOOH... OTOHb... OTIAJIUJI €€ BOJIOCHL... omexny... OHa Tak ¥ OOHHMAsla MeHs... ITOKa... T0Ka 3amax
rapu He MepPeKpPHII 3amax KPoBH. ..

B mokosix BoIlapuiach MePTBast THIIKHA. JIMIIL TPECK YTl B XKapOBHE Ka3aJICs OTJIYIIUTEIbHBIM. A
WH yKe maBHO 3a/JMBaiach Cle3aMH, IJIOTHO 3aXKaB POT PYKOH, YTOOH HE U3aTh HU 3BYKa.

Csto Us oTBen B3T/IsAO ¥ CHOBa mocMoTpen Ha Ce LIuHbsAHS. B ero rmasax yuTanach rycras,
HepaspeIBHASA 00JIb ¥ XPYNKOCTh, MPOIIENAIIAsi CKBO3b JOJITHE TOMHL:

— Torpa... He OBIJIO JIEKAPCTB... He OBIJIO CBETA... TOJILKO XOJIO[... TOJIBKO 60JIb... TOJIBKO OXKUIAHKNE
cmepTH... — OH 3aMOJTYalt, ¥ B €ro rojioce IIPOCKOIb3HYIa e[Ba YI0BUMas OPOXKb. — [10TOM...
TIOSIBUJIMChH JIEKAPCTBA... IOSIBUTUCH (POHAPH... 9TO OBII THL... [IUHBSIHbD... TOJIBKO TEL..

OH NPOTAHYT PYKY. B 3TOT pa3 He Ojist Toro, 4To6s rpy00 CXBATUThH, @ YTOOR! KpaliHe 0CTOPOXKHO, C
nosei po6oCTy U HeXKHOCTH, KOCHYThCSI THUIBHOW CTOPOHHI HETIOBpeXkaeHHOM pyku Ce LIuHBAHS.

FOpH‘-Iaﬂ JIaJOHLb IIepedaBalla CBO€ TEIIJIO, B KOTOPOM YYBCTBOBaJIaChb HECOMHEHHAs CHJIA H...
OT4YasiHHasA 3aBUCHUMOCTL.

— B aToT pas... s Oyxy 3amuuiath Tebsi, — roygoc Cs10 Y ObUI HU3KUM M TBEPOBLIM, KaXKI0e CJI0BO
BECHJIO TOHHY. — [ToKa 51 XKUB, HUKTO He ocMeeT Te0sl TpOHYTh. Te, KTO mory6us MaTyIIKy... Te, KTO
IPSTYETCS B MOJIeIbHE OBOpLA LIBIHKUH, YUTas CYTPEL.. ¥ T€ SIIOBUTHIE 3MEU, UTO CKPHIBAIOTCS B
CTOYHBIX KaHaBaX... I HUKOTO He ToIaxy! — B KOHIIe ero roj0c HalloJTHUIICS YOUNCTBEHHBIM
HaMepeHueM, ToJ0OHHM 00HaKEHHOMY KIIHMHKY.

Ce LIuHBSHD YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ropsa4das JIaJOHb HAKPEIBAET €TI0 PYKY, OIIYIIdJI MO30JIM Hda KOHYHUKAX
IMajabllieB U €aBa 3aMETHYIO JPOXKb.

On nonuMan: Cg0 UYs ceryac OTKPHIBaeTCS U faeT KIATBY He npocTo Ce Lunbanto (IIsus dH10), a
TOMY «MaJIbYUKYy y CIMBOBOTO fiepeBa», KOTOPHIM KOTAa-TO B OTYagSHUY [TOOapuil eMy KPOXOTHHIN
JIy4YUK CBeTa.

On He Mor OTOEPHYTH PYKY K Oorbllle HE MOT OTBEYaTh XOJIOOHOCTBIO Ha 3TO JOBEPHUE U... BBEPDEHHYIO
€My XKU3HB, OT KOTOpOﬁ IIepexBaThIBAJIO ObIXaHUE.

OH Momyars, He yOupas pyku ¥ He KuBas. JIuib cMoTpen Ha Csio Y3 CBOMMU CITIOKOMHBIMU T'JIa3aMu,
rIy00KO U MPUCTAJIbHO, CJIIOBHO 0€3MOJIBHO OTBeYasi: S YCIIbIIIAT.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CHapyXku pa3[aJiCs IojIoC eBHyxa BaHa, HAaMepeHHO TPOMKHH ¥ C efiBa YIIOBUMBIM
OTTEHKOM TPEBOTH, CJIOBHO JIe[siHAs BOJA, BHIIUTAS B 3Ty TAKEIYI0 aTMOCHEPY:
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