— Xa-xXa, MHe IIOMHUTCSI, Th ¥ HACJIETHBIN IIPUHII IIOYTH OOHOT'O BO3pPacCTa. Bnpenb MOXKeIIb I1o4alie
IIPpUXOOUTH BO OBOPEL BMECTE C MSHXYSGM, COCTaBJIATh €eMy KOMIIQHHUIO 1 68C€HOBaTb 0 IIPOYHUTAHHBIX
KHHUT'aX, — UMIIepaTop YJ'H:I6aJ'IC5{, 1 B €r0 TOJI0Ce CJIBIIIAINCh OOJIbINNe HageX[bl.

— Cnymarocs, Bame BenuuecTBo, — B OIUH T'OJIOC OTBETUIN MEI ¢ UsH AHeM.

— Bbrnaropopnas cympyra Yxkoy u Ero BricouecTBo HaciemHBIN TPUHI] TPUOBIIH! — B 9TOT MOMEHT
paspasncs rpoOMKUM, IpoH3uTenbHbIHN ronoc Kyu [IlsHa.

B 3an Bomna brnaropogHas cynpyra 4oy, 4bg II0X0fKa Oblla UCIONIHEHA IPalliy, a CIIefoM 3a Hel
I1eCTBOBAJI HaCleOHBIU NpUHI] YKy L[39HbIISHD.

YBupes ux, rocnogut JIu, YsH JdHb U S MOCIENTHO IOOHSINUCH U C TIyOOKUM IIOYTEeHUEM
IMOKJIOHUJINCD.

— MoaHXyaM, OUTS MO€, TH TaK OaBHO He HaBelllaJl ABOPeEl], 51 Belb TaK 110 Tebe CKydasa, — CTOUJIIO
BrnaropopHo cynpyre Yxkoy yBumeTs YsH AHS, KaK €€ BeIMUeCTBEHHOe JINI0 03apuiia CHSIoIas
yIbIOKa.

— Brnarogapio Bac 3a 3a6oty, rocmoxa. Korma s 6bin1 emté pe6éHKOM, BBl 1 HaclIemHBIN ITPUHIT
OKa3BIBajIM MHE CTOJIbKO BHUMAHHS, s XPaHIO 9TO B Cepflle u 0eCKOHeuYHOo GraromapeHr Bam, — YsH
SHL TOBOPUIT HCKPEHHE, ¥ YYBCTBA MTEPETOIHSIIIN eTo.

— BoT uMeHHO, UMEHHO Tak. f 0o CUX IOp IIOMHIO, Kak rocrmoxa ®aHp gymu B Tebe He Yasiia U Jaxe
caMa IoBsi3kIBajia Te0e BONIOCH. Xa-xa... [IpuHIl, BOpenas Ipuriamai MaHxyas moydalre, OH Belb
TaKOW pefKui TanaHT, — brnaropogHas cynpyra YKoy, Cusisi OT pafoCTH, IOBEPHYIACH K IPUHIILY.

— Yl"y, IIOHATI, — HaCJ'IeI[HBII;I IIPUHI] OTBETHUIL He6pe}KHO, C SIBHBIM PABHOAOYIIIHMEM B I'OJIOCE.

ViMmepaTop OKMHYJI B3T/ISIAOM CTOJI, TOMUBIIKAUCS OT IeIMKATECOB, ¥, BOOAYIIIEBUBIIUCDH, TPOU3HEC:

— Pa3 yx ceromHs 3[ech ¥ MPUHII, ¥ [Ba HAIIKUX TAJlAHTa, I 3arafalo IePBYI0 YaCTh OBYCTHUIIIMS.
[TocMOTpUM, KTO U3 BAC CMOXKET ogo0paTh BTOPYIO.

Me1 ¢ YsH dHeM nepernigHynuch, 0OMeHSATUCh YIE0KaMU U B OOUH T'0JI0C OTBETHIIN:

— IIpocum Bauie BennyecTBo 3aragars.

WmMmepaTop TOCMOTpET Ha JieXKaBIuX Ha 61rofe KpaboB, U eTo TYT 3Ke 0CEeHUJIO:

— Kpab o6auéH B IaHIUPD, CJIOBHO B JOCTIEXH.



YsH fAHb cpearupoBal MTHOBEHHO:

— DeHUKC BECH IIOKPEHIT Y30PaMH, CIIOBHO MMCbMEHaAMMU.

¢ He Keman OTCTaBaTh U CIeI0M HOOABUI:

— INayk MOJI0H MYAPOCTH, CJIOBHO MPOYETT BCe KaHOHHI.

— Xa-xa! — ummepaTop 3axomaj B TafiolIy, CUSIST OT BOCTOpra. — [eicTBuTenbHo, Onectsme! Hy, a
THI, IIPUHII, KaKas y Tebs 6yeT oTBeTHAs CTPOKa?

HpI/IHI_I Ha MIT'HOBEHHE PACTEePAJICA, €T0 B3TIdO CyEeTIIMBO METHYJICA K }KapeHOfI YTKe Ha CTOJIe, 1 OH
IIOCIIEIIHO BBITIAINII:

— VTKa CcTymaer 1o Bofie, CJIOBHO TPeGET IByMs BECTIAMH.

Bce mpucyTCTByOIIKE Pa3pa3uIuCh FPOMKIM XOXOTOM, KOTOPHIM 9XOM Pa3HECCS 110 3ally.

[Tocne 3aBepiieHust 0AaHKETa TOCTH Hadalld PAaCXOOUTHCS. [10MpOIaBImKuCh C TOCIOOUHOM JIu, s
IIOCIIEIINII 3a BOPOTa ABOpLia U OKJIUKHYI YaH AHf:

— lNocnmogun YaH, Impoity, mmocTouTe! TpI/I roga Ha3an Ha prHO‘-IHOfI IIJIOIIaAX BEI TdK UCKYCHO
Hape3alu pPICOBbeI MUPOr 1 1egpo yroCTujaiu MeHsa KyCKOM, He IIOMHUTE JIN BHI?

— O, tax 970 TH, JIu YanbaHb! A 5 BCE myMaJi, TOYeMy TBOE JINIO KaXKEeTCd MHE TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM, HO
HUKaK He MOT BCIIOMHUTS, Tl MBI BCTpeyYaauch. He oxkupgan, 4To MB CETOOHS BCTPETUMCSH 31eCh! —
YsH AHb y3HAI MEHS, ¥ Ha ero JIule 0TPa3ujioCh UCKPEHHee YOUBJIEHUE.

— $1 maBHO BOCXHINAIOCH BAIIKUM TAJIAHTOM U OYEHb XOTEJI C BAMHU TI03HAKOMUTHCs. MEI Befib 06a
Clanu 9K3aMeH Ha 3BaHue I[3I0UKIHS, He JXKejlaeTe JId Bl B OyOyIeM IOAaepKUBATh CBSI3b ¥ BMECTE
M3y4aTh HAyKU? — s C HafIeK0M ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hero.

— Thl 10H, HO yKe Tak Oflap€H, 1 ¥ caM 00 9TOM mopmyMbiBai, — UsH AHb yNbIOHYNICS U 6€3 pa3myMui
COTJIACHJICS.

C Tex mop MeI ¢ YaH fIHEM YaCTO BCTPEYAIUCh: TO B TUXOW YaliHO#M 3a 6eceqoi 1 CTUXaMH, TO B
6ubnmuoTeKe 3a U3y4eHNEeM KIaCCUUEeCKUX TPYHOB. [IBa IMOTHEIX HaEeXK ] MOJIOABIX YeJT0BEeKa CTalu
Hepa3/lIy4YHbIMU [PY3bsIMU, U Hallla ApyxK0a Kpelsa ¢ KakObIM THEM.

B ToT rop BecHoU 51 u UsH AHb, IONTHEIE CTPEMJIEHNH U HafleXK[ Ha Oyaylee, BOILIN B
OK3aMeHaIMOHHYI0 NanaTy MUHUCTEPCTBa PUTYaIoB. 9TO ObLI MOC/IeHUN PyOexk, U CTaTh II3UHbBIIN



— 3aBE€THas1 M€4Ta KaXJoro y‘-IéHOI"O TOM 3IIOXH.

OK3aMeHalMOHHAA TTajlaTa HallOMUHAIa 3aKPHITHIN TOPOJ], OTPE3aHHbIM 0T MUPA, THOE UCIbITAaHNe
IJTUJIOCH OEBSATH MHEH U IecTh HoYed. KaXkmoro KaHaugaTa 3amupaiy B KPOLUIEYHON KeJlbe, YTOOE OH
B OMMHOYKY CpaxaJscs 3a CBOIO Cyab0y.

['my0oKoit HOYbI0, KOT[a BCE BOKPYT IMOTPY3UIOCH B TUIIIMHY, B ITajlaTe CIIBIIIATIOCH JIUIIh IIypLIIaHue
KHCTeM 10 6yMare — CJIOBHO IIENTKOIPSIAbI TPEI3NIU JIUCThS II€TKOBHUIIBL.

Baopyr cTpaluHbli KPUK, TOg00HO yOapy IpoMa, pa3opBall TUIIUHY:

— Ioxap!

B ofHO MTHOBEHUE B YTy IAJIaThl BCIBIXHYJIO IIaMs, TofobHoe 3100HOMY neMoHy. OTOHb
B3METHYJICS BBEICh ¥ HayaJl CTPEMUTEIILHO PACIIPOCTPaHAThCS. [1naMs OBIIO IPOCTHHIM, CJIOBHO
OyILIyIOIIUii IPUIUB, ¥ BMUT OXBATHUJIO BCE 3MaHUe.

KanougaTsl OBLIIM OXBa4YeHHl ITAaHWKOM, B ITajaTe BOLIApPHIICA TIOJIHBIHM Xaoc, OTOBCIOY JOHOCHIINCH
KPHKH O IIOMOIIIHA.

¢ B3OpOTHYJ, KUCTh BhINajia U3 MOUX pyK. He pa3myMeiBas, s copBajl HOCKY ¢ pabo4ero cToja u
IIPUHSIJICS W30 BCEX CUJI KOJIOTUTH B IBEPbh, BOIIS, YTOOLI CTPAXKHUKY €€ OTKPHIIIH.

BRITTISIHYB B Y3K0€ OKOIIKO, S YBUIEJ JIUIIL OyIyiollee IaaMs U I'YCTOM OBIM — Ka3aJIoCh, HACTYITUIT
KOHel cBeTa. CepAlie CXKaJloCh OT yXkKaca: 4TO Xe Teleps AeflaTh?

Epkuit gpiM, 10go0HO TEMHOMY IIOTOKY, XJTBIHYJI B KOMHATY. 1 IPUKPEUT POT U HOC PYKaBOM,
IIPOAOIKast APYTOM PyKO# OTYasTHHO CTy4aTh B OBEPE.

[ITym cHapyXu ycunuBascs. B Kakoi-To MOMEHT MHe TIOCIIbIIIAJICS 3BOH KITI0Uel, ¥ BO MHE
BCIIBIXHYJIa Haflexkaa. S 3aKkpuyal u30 BCeX CUIL:

— ITomorurte! [Tomorute! OTKpoKTe OBEPSD!

B 9TOT MUT 3a IBEPHIO Pa3fancs 3HAKOMEIH I'0JI0C:

— Yaubans! YanbaHb!

9to 6ni1 YsH Aub! OH mén 3a Hap3upaTeneM u, 00e3yMeB OT CTpaxa, UCKaJl MEeHs KeIbio 3a KeJbe.

— Mboanxyai! Manaxyay, 1 3nech! — 9 HagphIBaJICs, B3bIBas K HEMY.



YcnwimaB Moit ronoc, YaH AHb IIOTOPOIINII CTPAa2KHUKA, U TOT HAKOHEIl OTIIEP MOIO OBEDE.

— Yanunbans, He Oorics! Moy 3a MHOM! — KaK TOJIBKO IBEPh OTKPHIIACH, Y9H AHb CXBATHI MEHS 3a
PYKY, ¥ MBI IpOOMPaIuCh CKBO3b Xa0C 9K3aMeHallMOHHOTO 3aJa.

KnyOsl mpIMa, CJIOBHO TMTAHTCKOE YEPHOE IOKPHIBAJIO, OKYTHIBAIM Hac. KaHaumaTe MeTaIuch B
TIaHWKe, KaK 00e3yMeBInre NTUIb. KT0-To, Ipoxka OT cTpaxa, IpsATajCs IO CTOIaMHU, KTO-TO
IIBITAJICS COMTD IIJTaMs OfEeK0M, HO BCE OBIJIO TIIETHO. B manaTe CTOSI HECMOIKaeMbIH Ty U3
KPHUKOB U IIjlaya.

Mt ¢ TpymoM moOpauch OO IIaBHEIX BOPOT, HO, KaK OBl MBI HA KOJIOTHJIM B HUX, CTPaXKa HaoTpe3
OTKa3bIBa/laCh OTKPHIBATE. [IpaBuiia OBITM CTPOTH: MTOKA UAET 9K3aMeH, BOPOTa 3alepTH HATlyXo, U
maxe ecyy OBl TOPHl PYIIUIKCH UITH KTO-TO OBII IIPY CMEPTH, UX HE OTKPBIIH OBl HU IIPYU KaKUX
00CTOSITEILCTBAX.

[ToHsB, 4TO HAJEXOH Ha CIIACeHME HeT, JIIOOU B OTHASHUU CMOTPEJIU APYT Ha Apyra 4, He uMes
MHOTO BeIOOpA, BO3BpalllaiuCh 00PATHO, MBITASICh TYIIUTh OT'OHb.

Ysn fAHb 3acTaBUI Ce0sI YCIIOKOUTHCS, MTOBEPHYJICS KO MHE U TPEBOKHO ITPOU3HEC:

— YanbaHb, HaM He BeIOpaThCs. [JaBal HaligéM 6e30IMacHOe MeCTO, Tfie MOXKHO ITepPeXmaTh.

4 Tsxeno kuBHyN. OH OTJISIHENCS ¥ XJTATHOKPOBHO PACCYIHUI:

— OroHb pacrnpocTpaHseTcs 110 BeTPY, a ObIM CKallinBaeTcsl HaBepxy. JlaBaii mpobupaThCs IPOTUB
BETPa, TI0JI3KOM, HU B KOEM CJIydae He MOJHUMAasCh B IIOJIHBIN POCT!

MBI OITyCTHIMCH HA 3€MJTIO ¥ TIOIOJI3/IM CKBO3b I'YCTOM AKIM U 2Kap. OTOHb, CJTOBHO KOTTH IEMOHA,
002KUTa HaC CO BCEX CTOPOH, [BIIIATH OBIJI0O HeYeM, ¥ KaXKOBIH IIar [aBajiCs C HEBEPOSITHHIM TPYHOOM.
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