l"naBapb Jonen B YEepPHOM, Ybe JIUIO0 CKPhIBaJida MdaCKd, 3aHEC KJIMHOK, COGI/IpaHCB 6pOCI/ITI:>CH K
MepHmarieMy OrOHBKY MAaCJISTHOM JTaMIIbI, HO BHE3AIIHLIM I'0JIOC 3aCTaBHUII €TO 3aMepPeTh Ha MeCTe.

— Her... oHa He HACTOJBKO TIyIa, YTOOH 6eKaTh B TY CTOPOHY.

— l'ocogus JIOU3HI, KaK BHL... IOYEeMY IPUOBIIN JTHYHO?

MyXunHa CO CBETIRIMM BOJIOCAM¥ OPOCHIT MEMOJIETHEIM B3TJISIM HA TPEIBOIUTENST HAeMHUKOB, a
3aTeM IepeBe B30p Ha APYTYIO TPOILY.

— { mocyuTas, 4To HOBEPSATH BaM OOHUM PacCIIpaBy C TPETbEU MMIIepPaTPULIEN CIIUIIKOM
OTIPOMETUMBO. Pelus BMelaThCs, YTOOH IIJIaH He COpBaJCs.

— Ho crapmmy npuHi...

— M?

— O-3, HEeT, Hu4ero.

— Cnenu 3a CBOUM SI3BLIKOM. A BBl — B IIOT'OHIO 3a TE€M OT'OHBKOM.

— Ectp! 2KuBee, 3a MHOI!

[TpoBOAMB B3TISIAOM OTPSJ YOUiill, CKPEIBIINICS B 60KOBOM OTBETBIJIEHUY, CBETIOBOJIOCHIH MyKUMHA

3aBeJI PYKHU 3a CIIMHY ¥ HECIIEIIHO 3alllarall B IPOTHUBOIIOJIOXKHYIO, TEMHYIO CTOPOHY.
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Tpoe Germneros, MpoOupPasichk CKBO3b ThMY, HOOPATUCH IO BXOOa B TaMHEIHM X0/, 0 KOTOPOM T'OBOpHIa
cyXaHKa AHa. Y IOOHOXKS MaCCHBHOH CKYJIBIITYPH B TIyOKMHE JBOPIIOBOTO IapKa CiyxKaHka Cso
Al mpoXaIMMK PyKaMu OOCTasla KiTi04 ¥ MIPUHSIACh HCKATh 3aMOYHYI0 CKBAXWHY.

PsmoM TpeThs uMIepaTtpulia JIyuc npuxrMana K cebe MaleHbKYIO IEBOYKY, OJETYIO B
MaJIbYUIIEeCKUY Hapsi.

— He Goticst, Mama pssmoM. HukTo He mpuuuHKT TeOe Bpena. Kak TOMbKO MEI BhIGepeMcst u mo0epeMcs

10 IOMa TBOETO AEeOYIIKU, Mbl 00513aTENIbHO BEpHEMCS.

— MamMa, pa3Be oHU He HalM cinyru? [loueMy OHU XOTSIT HAC YOUTH?



— ...THI ellle CIUIIKOM MaJjla, YTOOH ITOHSATh, KaK YCTPOEHH IBOPILIOBEIE UHTPUTHU. Tebe HyKHO 3HATh
JIUIOL OOHO...!

— Mama? M-Mm!

Jlyuc mocrelnHo 3axaia fo4epu POT, YBIIeKas ee 3a MaCCUBHOe u3BasgHUe. OHa IPUIOXKUIIA Iajel K
rybam, npusbiBast Cso Al kK TummHe. CriykaHKa KUBHYJIA U, IIPUXKaB JIafoHb K ry0aM, IpofoIKuia
JIUXOPafO04YHO UCKATh 3aMOK.

Xj101, XJIOII, XJIOII...

V3 nepeynka, 10 KOTOPOMY OHM TOJIbKO UTO GexKaJu, MOCBIIIANKCh aru. TBepaas MmofoIIBa
CTydaJa I10 KaMeHHBIM IIJTUTaM. OTo OB SIBHO He KTO-TO U3 HaeMHUKOB. Ho KTo Torga?

[ITaru OBIIM TSXKETBIMU, PAa3MEPEHHBEIMY, a caMa (Gurypa — JUIIEHHON BCIKOr'0 MPUCYTCTBUS, CIOBHO
PACTBOPEHHOM B BO3AyXe. DTO 3aCTAaBUJIO UMIIEPATPUILY U €e CITyTHUII, ¥ 6e3 TOro HanyraHHLIX 00
npefena, IIOX0I0AeTh OT yKaca.

9T0 OBbIT IPOTUBHUK COBCEM MHOTO YPOBHS. HamexXa Ha cllaceHue Tasija Ha riasax... Jlyuc
0CO3HaJIa 3TO C Myrawliend ICHOCTEIO.

— Brixogute, TpeTha uMIepaTpulia. f 3Hal, 4TO BH 37eCh. K ueMy 3TU NpsATKU?

9TOT rojoc... BTOPOU NpUHL? Kak OH 3[4eCh 0Ka3ascsa?

CBETJIOBOJIOCHY MYyKUKMHA 3aMep IOCPeay apKa, CKaHUPYs B3TISII0M BCe BO3MOXKHEIE MECTA, THe
MOTJIM YKPHIThCS GETTIeLHL.

— He xorute no-xopouremy? YTo Xk, Oyay MPOBEPSTEL BCE II0 MOPSIKY.

Ha ero neBou pyke BCIBIXHYJI MATKUY 30JI0TUCTHIM CBET, U MTHOBEHUEM I103XKe NPeAIaedbe
00/1a4mnioch B ceprle naTHble gocrexu. OH B3MaxHYJ PYKOU, ¥ 30JI0TUCThINM KIIMHOK 9HEPTUHU C
JIETKOCTBIO PacCeK I'yCThe 3apOCu KyCTapHUKA.

— He 3p0eck...

OH cHOBa IIOJHSI PYKY, KOHIIEHTPUPYS CBET, U ellle OOHUM B3MaXoM IepepyOus CTONIeTHEE IePEBO.
IecaTUMETPOBEIN CTBOJI C TPOXOTOM PYXHYJI Ha 3€MJT0, HO 3a HUM HHKOTO HE 0Ka3aJioCk.

OpgHakKo B MOMEHT ITafieHus [epeBa IOCIILIIIAJICS eIBa YIOBUMBIA BCKPUK. 3BYK ObIT HACTOJIBKO
TUXUM, YTO OOBIYHBIN YeJIOBEK ero OBl He PACCIIBIIIal, HO 9TOT MyK4YKWHa He Obl1 00BYHbIM. OH



6e301m1b0YHO OPEeNENIUI UCTOYHUK 3BYKaA.

3HAyYuT, 3a CTaTyeu...

Jlyuc moHsIa, 4YTO OHM BHIJAIU ce0sl, KOTrMa J04Yb BCKPHKHYJIa OT UcIyra. B aToT MoMeHT Csio At
IIepHYyJIa ee 3a pyKaB — 3aMOK Hommascs. [TyTh K OTCTYIIEHUIO ObLT OTKPHIT.

B3rngHyB Ha y3KHi MPOXOI, & 3aTeM Ha [04b, JIyuc pemmnach. OHa mepefasa geBOYKY ClTyKaHKe U
IPOIIeINTaa:

— Vxopmute. Kak BeIOepeTech, HEMeJIEHHO HallpaB/IsIHTeCh B Pe3uAeHInIo repiora. Haiigure
BenuKoro repuora Jlonzer Koz Canenu. OH MO OTell, OH 3aIlfUTUT Bac.

— A KaK Xe Bbl, I'OCIIOXa?

— He 060 MHe GecrioKOUTeCH, I MOTOHIO Bac.

[TpotonkHuyB Csio Aii 1 0o4Yb B TEMHBIN ITpoeM, JIyuc, BCerfa OTIuYaBIIascs XKele3Hou BoJel, He
CcMorJjia CoepkKarTh CJe3, TS Ha pacTepsiHHOe NTUL0 peOeHKa.

— IJoyeHbKa... MaMa He cMora Tebs yoepeub, OCTaeTCs JUIIb OTIPaBUTh TeOS K fefy. ITa cTpaHa
Oornblie He MPUHAIJIEKUT Halled ceMbe. [IPUCTIENTHUKY TBOETO CTapIlero 6paTa gepKaT TBOET0 0TI
TI0J] apECTOM U YIPaBISAOT uMnepuei. OHU MeduTaloT co3naTh GanbunByio denepanuio, YToOH
caM{M B30UTH Ha TPOH, U Telleph TOTOBEI Ha BCE, UTOOL YHUUTOXUTD Hac. Kakue monssie amOuImu!

HYI/IC KOCHYJIaCh THUIIa OO04Y€pH, CTUPAA CII€3EhI:

— [IoMHU, TOJIBKO TOT, B KOM TedeT YUCTasd KOpPoJieBCKas KPOBb, UMeeT IIpaBo Ha TPOH fcamana. B
IIPOTUBHOM CJTy4dae J11000¥ MOXKeT IPeTeH0BaTh Ha TBOIO rooBy! TBou crapiiuil u cpefHu 6paThs
— He YUCTOKPOBHEIE HACTIeJHUKY, POy BIaCTU OHU IIOLINK Ha IpefaTensCcTBo. Ho TeI — mpyroe
nesno. MuI ¢ 0TIIOM — UCTUHHBIE HOCUTEIU KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBU, U 3TOT TPOH II0 IIPaBy IPUHALJIEKUT
Tebe. BOT moyeMy s ¢ ieTCTBa CKpbIBajia TBOM 1moJ. Korga TH BeIpacTellb ¥ TBOS CIIOCOOHOCTh
poOymUTCS, TH O0BSIBUIID BCEMY MUPY, UTO TPETHUM NPUHIl — 3aKOHHBIYA HACJIeHUK uMmnepun! A
noka — Tepmnu. Komu cumsl, 4T00b OLHAXKAH 0TBOEBATh UMIIEPHIO ¥ 6paTa U ero NpuxXBOCTHEH-
apUCTOKPaTOB.

Cka3as 970, HYI/IC IIOMpPa4YHeIa. Ona cxBaTua [04Yb 3a IIPaBYIO PYKY, U €€ JIaJOHb 03apujiaChb
30JI0TEIM CBeTOM. Ha KoXe meBoYKHU MIPOCTYIINUIIN Marn4eCcKnue nmuCbMeHa.

— A-a... 6ombHO!

— Ia! He 3a0nIBait 3Ty 0071b, He 3a0bIBall 9Ty HEHABUCTb. JTO IOCIIeIHee, YTO 5T MOry Tebe maTh. 1



HUKOTTIa He 3a0bIBail CBOEr0 UMeHU. ITO UM OyayIiero ummneparopa fAcamana... JIonzsl 2Kan3sIm

Ly...

B ToT Mur, Korga TaiiHas OBephb 3aXJIONHYJIACh, «TpeTuil npuHn» Jlon3sl Kauuagamu [y yBuaena
yepes IIefb TO, Yero He BUAEN HUKTO U HUKOTa.

HYHC BBIIJIa U3-3a CTATYH, OKyTaHHaA 30JIOTBIM CUSAHHUEM. C KaXObIM ee IITaroM Ha Tejle BO3HUKAU
YaCTH 30JIOTHIX JOCIIEXOB.

3BOH MeTaJsljIa 9XOM pa3Heccs 1o mapkKy. Korpa 30710Toe cusiHue Ioracio, mepef BTOPHIM IPUHIIEM
CTOsI7Ia BOMTENIbHUIIA B MOJIHHIX JocrexaxX. OHa B3MaxXHyJa PYKOH, ¥ B HEH MaTepHUan30BajIoCh
KOIIbe, OCTPHE KOTOPOTr0 OHA HAIllpaBHJIa Ha Bpara.

— ToI Begb MeHs uckan? 4 3mecs!

— He 3ps Tebs Ha3BIBAIOT TPEThel UMIIEpaTPHUIleH, He 3ps B TeOe TeueT ynucTasi KpoBb! TBOS
CIIOCOOHOCTS... 1 ICKpPEeHHe 3aBUAYIO.

He ycmen oH IOTOBOPHTH, KaK, CO3[MaB U3 Maru4eCcKoi 9HEPTUU KIMHOK, OPOCHUJICS B aTaKy, Iesch B
ropso Jlyuc.

— JI3BIHB!

[IBa KJIMHKa — 30JI0TOU ¥ CEPhIM — CTOJIKHYJIUCH, BEICEKAas UCKPHI.

BTOpOI;I IIPUHI] TaKXKe 00J1aymics B Ceprie OOoCIIeXu, KOTOPEIE, K YOIUBIIEHUIO, OBIJIM TOYHOM KOIMeH
OOCIIEXOB HYI/IC JIOBKMM [OBUKEHHEM OH OTBEJI €€ Me4 ¥ BOH3UJI CBOM KIMHOK €l B IIJIEUO. HYI/IC HE
OTCTYIIXJIa, HE BCKPHUKHYJIA. BmecTo 3TOr0 OHa KPEIIKO CXBATUJIACh JIEBOM pYKOﬁ 3d JIe3BHE,
IIPOH3UBIIIEE €€ TeJIO.

— l'oBopw, roe Tpetuii 6pat? U g mapyio Tebe OBICTPYIO CMEPTB!

— Xa! Meyrat...

— Jlo caMO¥ CMePTHU [eP3Ulllb!

OH poBepHY KJIMHOK, Pa3PhIBasi MBIIIIEL U CYXOXKUIIUS.

— Kxa...

HM3-moxt 30/moToro 3abpaja OprI3HYIIa KPOBb, 3a/IMBast IO IIPUHIIA.



— Xe-xe-xe...

— Yemy TBI CMeelbCsa?

— BaMm HUKOrIa He CTaTh HaCTOAIIUMHU. .. JIOI3HL...

— 3JT10 He Tebe pemaTh!

— [IpaBga? A xak HacyeT 3TOro?

— Yro?!

Ha rpymu 30710THIX JocmexoB JIyuc Hadasla KOHIIEHTPUPOBATLCS 9HEPTHs, TOTOBAs B30PBAThCS B
711000 MOMEHT.

— Te1, 6e3yMHas KeHIIKMHA, X0Uellb IIOA0PBaTh CBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTD?

— OtmpaBuMcs B aff BMecTe!

— Otnyctu! Otnycty MeHs!

BTopo¥ npuHIl 0TYasAHHO MBEITAJICA BEIPBATHCS, HO JIyuC BLENUIach B HEI'O MEPTBOU XBATKOU.

— ¥Y3pu XKe CuiIy YUCTOU KPOBHU... [Ipoxs! Cusnue!

Kak TonpKO HYI/IC IIpOn3HECIIa 3TU CJIOBA, €€ MNOCII€XH O0TO3BAJIMCh TOHKUM, YHCTEIM 3BOHOM...

B Ty HOUb MOIIHEIN B3pHIB OTPSAC cTonuy 2Kauuasgmu. bonbiias yacTs ABopIia Oblia pa3pylleHa,
noru0ny 6ecyncIeHHBIE CITYTU U YJIEHBl KOPOJIEBCKOU ceMbH. [103ke B 0ULIMaTbHEIX CIIHCKaX
noruOuUIMx 3HaYUINCh UMeHa BTOPOTO ¥ TPEThEero IIPUHIIEB, a TaKXkKe TPETbel UMITepaTPULIbL.
Vimmepckast Pemepaliust 00bsIBUIa 3TO TEPPOPUCTUUECKUM aKTOM.

IIBoe GermnernoB BEIOPaIUCh U3 IEIIePHl B MPEATropbsix cToNuIEl. OHU CMOTPENH, KakK Ioxkap,
BO3HUKINKY [TOCJIe B3pPbIBa, OCBELIAaeT HOUHOe He6o. CyKaHKa phigasa, CUOs Ha 3eMIie, a
nstuneTHss Jlonaer 2Kawumzsmm [y cxKala Kylaky 1, He 000pauynBasicCh, YIIUIa IPOYb OT ABOPIIA,
KOTOPHIM KOTHa-TO ObIT ee JOMOM.

Wwms Jlouss! Kaiinzsamm [y cTano ceMeHeM, yIaBIIMM B IIOYBY ee cephla. B Ty Houb feBoYKa
[IoJIyuujia HoBoe uMsa — LI3mIny.
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Iymia, oOpeTias craceHue.

CrycTs HeBEeCTb CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU COo3HaHue [IpaKoHbero phinaps LlaHXysi, TOKOUBIIET0Cs Ha
PaBHMHEe MOHCTPOB, HauaJio IPOSCHATHCSI. OH He YYBCTBOBAJI CBOETO Tejla, HO OIIyINaj, KakK ero
MyIlla HaIlOJTHSIeTCST CUITOM. YTaciiee IIaMs XKM3HKM Pa3ropesioch BHOBb, HO CTPAHHBIM 06pa3oM —
OHO CJIOBHO BO3HOCHJIOCH, IIPeBpPaIlasiCh B HEUYTO HEBEJOMOE, CBSILEHHOEe i HEBEPOSITHO
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOE.

He6bIBanoe 4yBCTBO. XOPOIIIO 3TO UM IJIOX0? — Pa3MBIIIISI PHIAPk.

BmecTe ¢ 00HOB/IEHNEM KU3HEHHOU UCKPH B TaMATH Hadajld BCIJILIBATh (hparMeHTHl IPOIIJIOTO.
BHe3ammHO OH CJIOBHO OKa3asics Ha 1moje 60si. BOKpyT cpazkaiauch MOTYIIECTBEHHEIE CYLIECTBA, B He6e
CTAJIKMBAJIMCh [IBAa TUTAHTCKUX OPAaKOHA, U3PHITAs MIaMs.

Prillaph MOHKWMA: OH He BRICTOSI OBl ¥ CEKYHABI IIPOTUB UX MOILIU. ITO Obsla OMTBa MHBIX
u3mepenui. OH YyBCTBOBAJI CTPaX ¥ OOHOBPEMEHHO BOCTOPT. CTpax mepeqn coOOCTBEHHOM
HHUYTOKHOCTBIO ¥ BOCTOPT OT BO3MOXKHOCTH CTaTh CBUAETEJIEM 3TOM [peBHEH, MTePBOOLITHON BOMHEI.

®u0JIeTOBLIM IPAKOH, Y€l POCT MOCTUTAJ IECITH THICIY METPOB, 3aKPhIBaa co60l HeOo, mpeBpaIas
ero B rny6okuii mypnyp. Ero apMusi cocrosinia u3 ryMaHOMOHBEIX MOHCTPOB C HEBEPOSTHOM
MYCKyJIaTypoH 1 Kaxkaoiu yOouiicTBa B ria3ax. [I[pOTUBOCTOSI eMy cepeOpsIHbIM ApakoH —
OCJIETIUTENIbHO IPEeKPaCHBIM, Ybs Yelllys UCIeNsaia paHeHbIX U fapoBaja XKu3Hb. [10[1 ero KpelIbsIMU
CpaXKaJliCh KphIJIaThle CYyILeCTBa — aHTellbl, JPaKOHUOLl ¥ 3arafloYHble BaMIIUPHI.

CronkHOBeHUe ObII0 Hen30eXKHEIM. B MOMEHT yfiapa COJIHIle IIOMEPKJIOo, He00 PYXHYJIO, a 3eMJIs
cogporuynack. Bce cyiee o0paTHIOCh B HUUTO B OCTIEMTUTENTbHOM BCITHIIIKE.

B nocnepHwuit MUT mepeq TeM, Kak CO3HaHUE PHIaps MOKHO ObIIO MCYEe3HYTh, OH YBUOET B3I/
cepeOpsHOTO IpaKoHa. B HeM YuTanuCch yIUBIIeHUE, COXKaeHre, OeCCUNMe... U HaflexkKa.

[lycToTa... beckoHeuUHad MMyCTOTa.

— IIpo1uno, HaBepHOE, HECKOIBKO BEKOB, — MIyMaJl OH, Ipeiidys B aToM GenoM agy. — Heyxkenu aTo
an? Wnu pau? B moboMm cnydae, v [|BeHagnatu boxkecTs HET BKyca.

Bcnomunas 6uTBY, OH fymMan 06 UMIIEPUY.

— Yro cTanmo c umMnepckou apmuei? Ctapeli opakoH MEPTB, HOBOOPAHIIBI JOJIKHEL OBLIH
CIIPaBUTLCS... HABEPHOE.



OH BCIIOMHUII IIPOKIIATHUSA, KOTOPEIE CTapBIfI OPAKOH U3PEITAJl IIepe CMEPTHIO.

— Trt 0O6pedeH Ha My4YUTENIbHYIO THOeb!

— CnuIIKOM TOCIIENIHEIE CJIOBA...

— OOpeyeH Ha My4YUTENbHYIO T0Oeb? 3HAUUT, TIOCIIEIIHBIM ObLT 5?

«3aluIaTh YeI0BeYeCTBO, 3alTUIIaTh Hapo. Bons — Moe KoImbe, Teno — Mo# IuT. He cTpammThes
JKepTB, He 00SIThCS He BepPHYThCA... CllaBa B Harpaay, UMIIepusi IOMHUT BEUHO!»

Ou noBTopsin Kpeqo uMnepckoro prirjaps, 4ToOk He moTepsiTh cebs1. Ho B 3TOT pas...

— 4 npaBpa ObinT HEmpas?

«YHMYTOXKATh MOHCTPOB, 3aIUINATh UMIEPUI0 — MOM TOINT!»

«Y6uBaTh HEBUHHBIX — 3710, CMEPTh OyeT My4YUTETHHOM ! »

IIBe umen OOPONUCH B €r0 CO3HaHUU. [ToHATUS HoOpa ¥ 371a pa3MbIBanIuchk. YTo ecTh moOpo? 3amuTa
UMIIEPHUY WJIM UMIEePCKoe mpaBocyare? YTo ecTh 3710? YOUNCTBO TeX, KTO HE MOXKET JaTh OTIIOP?

OH 3amaBai cebe BOIIPOCH], ¥ CAMBIM CTPAIIHEIM OBIJIO TO, YTO OH He 3HaJI 0OTBeTOB. Kpemo, KoTopoe
KOTZIa-TO Jie/iajio ero HeloKoJIeOUMbIM, Telleph Ka3aloCh TAKUM XPYIIKHAM.
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