— Xo341iKa, Yy Bac He HaufeTcs nuinHed KypTku? — L3su IIsH notep 0350111e PyKy U ¢ HafleKoou
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha XKEeHIIVHY.

— Haupgercs, ceiigac npuHecy.

BCKOpe X035HKa MOCTOSIJIOTO OBOPa BEPHYJIACh U3 KOMHATEI, I€PZXKad B PyKaX BaTHHK, paCH.II/ITHﬁ
SAPKKUMHU LIBETaMH.

— Hepxku. ITO g KOT{A-TO [AJIS JOUEPH II¥Ia, HO OHA YIIep/Iachk, TOBOPUT, CIIUIITKOM 1ecTpo. Ecniu He
noOpesryelb, HOCH Ha 3[I0POBbE, OH COBEPIIIEHHO HOBHIN. — X03s#Ka MOTIaguiIa PACIIUTYIO TKAHb,
IIOTPY3UBIIKUCH B BOCIIOMHUHAHUS.

L3su IIsH YCTaBHIICA Ha ansnoBaThIM BaTHUK, U €r0 OXBATUIIO COMHEHUE.

— He mo6pe3ryto, xo3siika. MHe 04eHb HpaBUTCS, criacu6o BaM Oosbiroe! — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
IIPUIIIIOCH IPUHSTH MIOIAPOK.

(HI/I‘-Iel"O He HEeKPaCHuBO, 3TO IIPOCTO OYEHDb HpKPII:I IUBEeT, Oa-ga, UMEHHO TaK!)

Cucrema, Habmomas 3a TeM, Kak e€ X03IuH IIbITaeTcsl 00MaHyTh caMOTo ce0si, XOTs Ha felie OBl B
yXKace OT TaKoi 00OHOBKH, He MOTJIa CIepXKaTh CMeXa.

— A rpoe xe TBOU Opy3bsa? [louemy Tel 0fuH? — X0351Ka C HEOOYMEHNEeM OrIsiaesnia MyCTou
IIOCTOSITIEIM IBOP.

— Onu momIIM UCKaTh MJIOTHUKA. A ceityac OIEeHYCh U TOXK€ K HUM IIPHUCOETUHIOCh. — ]_[35:[H IMIsH ¢
HEOX0TOU HaATAHYII HeCTpBIfI BAaTHHK.

— Bor kaxk... YTo X, y IIJIOTHUKA XapaKTep He caxap, OyabTe C HUM ITOOCTOPOXKHEE, — Y4aCTIUBO
II0COBETOBAJIa XKEHIINHA.

— O, xoporo, cracu6o, xo3siika! [0 cBUmaHuUS.

[I3sn [I3H nocuemus K oMy IIJIOTHUKA.

(A aTa x03511Ka U BIPSIMb Ha PEOKOCTh cTapaTenbHE NPC.)

)%k

IloM IIIOTHHKA.



— XotuTe cpuenaTh rpoOwI? Torpga cTymanTe B rophl, pyOUTe IepeBhsi, — HE CIEla OTBETHI IIJIOTHUK,
TIOTILIXUBas TPYOKOM.

— M&I HUKOTIa 9TMM He 3aHUMAJIUCh, CKOJIBKO HYXKHO apeBecuHbl? — CioH 11, B3sABIIUY Ha ce0s
POJIb MUAEPA, 3a7aJT BOIIPOC HAIPSIMYIO.

[IMOTHUK TOTHSN PYKY U Ha4all 3arubaThb I1aJIbIIbI:

— Tpu mTyku. [lepeBbs HOMKHEL OBITH B 00XBAT, TP IITYKH... HU OOHUM MeHblle. — OH OKHHYII
TPYIIY TSXKEJIBIM B3TJISIOOM U IPOMOJIKUI: — CTBOJIB NOJIXKHEI OBITh MPSMBIMU, 6€3 CYYKOB U
TpeluH, 6e3 Y4epBOTOYKH, HE TPOHYThEIe MOJIHHEH U He ropekie. bepuTe Te, YTO pOCIU Ha
COJIHEYHOM CTOPOHE, a Te, UTO B TEHU — He TporauTe. — CKa3aB 3TO, CTAPUK CHOBA IPUHSIICS 3a

TPYOKYy.

— Ilonsan! A xak ckopo OymyT roToBbl IPoOsI? HaM HYKHO CPOYHO.

[InoTHUK IIpoMOJI4all, IpOoaoJiZKasd IIyCKaTh OBIM.

— ITouTeHHHIN?

CTapuk He OTBETHUJI, IUIIb MEJIEHHO MPOIEINII:

— CHadana CXO[IuTe, CPY6I/ITG OepeBbd. Ecnu BepHEeTeChb KUBBIMH — TOTI'Id U IIPUXOOUTE CIIPAIINBATE.

prnna TIeperndanynach, He 3Had, YTO OTBETHUTE.

— Hy 3aueM BH Tak, IOYTeHHEIH? Ecau 6ygeT Tak X0JI0OOHO, a BE BOAPYT paHbIlle HAC HOTH MPOTSHETe,
YTO TOrMa AenaTh? — 0e33a60THO mouHTepecoBasnach KyaHns bailiize.

ITnoTHUK 3aBencs:

— Ou! [la ... y MeHs XKU3Hb Kpemnkas!

XKyanp baiinze paccMmesncs:

— Xa! [1o-MmoeMy, TOIIBKO KU3Hb ¥ BaC U KpenkKas.

3ameTtuB, uTo 2KyaHb balili3e BHe3amHo cTal cepbe3eH, JInH L[301u moXyiomna ero mo nieyy:

— OWU, eCJIi OH He X0YeT, He CTOUT ero NPUHYXAaTh.



XKyaHb Baiiize ¢ gocamoi mocMoTpen Ha JIuna L3to1mmm:

— Kak TyT He mpuHykaaTh? Eciu Mbl OrubHEM paHbIlle — JIaJHO, HO YTO [IeJlaTh, €CJIA OH PaHbIIe
Hac?

3aTeM OH CHOBa IMOBEPHYJICS K CTAPUKY:

— ¢ nmpaB, TOYTEHHBIN?

Bupst, 4TO MIOTHUK CTOUT Ha cBoeM, 2KyaHb Baiiize pemrun 60biie He TPATUTh CJI0B. OH MOAOIIEeN K
JeXKaBLIeMY PSIOM TOIIOPY, IOKPYTHII €ro B PyKax ¥ HAMPaBUJICS IPSIMO K IJIOTHUKY.

— Qu! Dit! Dit! — InoTHUK, yBUAEB, uTo KyaHb baiil3e ugeT Ha HETO C TOIIOPOM, 3allaHUKOBAJl,
KOT7la TOT IPUCTABUJI JIe3BUE K ero 1ee. — Thl 4YTO TBOPHUILD?!

— Xouy NPOBEPUTH, HET JIK B TBOEH I'0JIOBE CYUYKOB, TPEIINH UM YEPBOTOUUH, — THXO IIPOU3HEC
XKyans Baiinze.

[In0THUK mepenyrancs:

— IIa gTo Tebe HyXKHO?!

XKyans Baiin3e ocTancs HeBO3MYTUM:

— IIpoBepsito, HACKOJIBKO KPeIKa TBOS KU3Hb.

OH IOIHSINT TOTIOP, TOTOBSICh HAHECTH y[ap.

— Oiui! Het-Het! Tpu gHs! — BUOs, 4TO JIe3BUE BOT-BOT OIYCTUTCS Ha I'OJIOBY, IIJIOTHUK HaKOHEI]
cpasncsd. — Tpu OHSA, BCEro Tpu gHs!

[I3sn [I3H KaK pa3 IOoAOIIes U 3aCTal 3Ty CIOPPealuCTUYHYIO0 CLEHY.

(LI-11-11, HY 1 KeCTOKOCTh!)

— Bpar Lgromu, uto nenaet 6pat XKyans? — LI3sH 11131 3apan BOmpoc, OTBET Ha KOTOPHIN OBLI
OYeBHIEH.

— Huuero oco6eHHOT0, TPOCTO BEJIET [IEPETOBOPE, — C KaMEHHEIM JIUIoM oTBeTus Jlun 13to1my,
HEeCS MOIHYI0 YYIIb.



HOBepHy'BH.II/ICB, OH YBHIEIJI 1I3sH [1I5Ha B IBETACTOM BaTHMKE M Ha MTHOBEHUE JIUIIHJICS oapa pedu:

— ¥V Tebs... KXM... JOBOJIBHO SIpPKas OfexXK/aa.

— Hy, coiimer. KxM, Tak 4T0o MBI OymeM memnaTh manbiie? — [13sH 11191 permit mockopee CMeHUTh
TEMY.

— Ti... ¥ TebGs Tako# BKyC, YTO 5 faxke roBoputh He xouy! Kak Tebe Moryo nmoHpaBuThCcs Takoe? He
TOBOPU HUKOMY Ha yJIHIle, YTO MBI 3HAKOMBI, MHe CTHIIHO! — XKyaHb baiil3e, 3aKOHYUB C IJIOTHUKOM,
yBUOEN MpUOIMKAIOIIErocs: IeCTPOro IepcoHaXa U flaXke He MOIBITalCI CKPEITh CBOETO
OTBpAllEeHUS.

— 1?7 91! XKyans bainze! — 351 IIsx onemmun. Kak MOXKHO TaKOe TOBOPUTH?

JIun LI3romu, rasas Ha To, Kak L3sH IIsH Bckumen ot c1oB 2Kyans Baiiize, 6€CIIOMOIIHO B3MOXHYT U
Opocui Ha TOTO BHIPA3UTEIIbHBIN B3TJISAM:

— TrI KaK pasroBapuBaels? OTO CIUIIKOM I'py0do!

[Tonyyus Takou ynpek, ZKyaHb baiilj3e 0TBETUJI C HEBUHHEIM BUOM:

— 4 He BuHOBAT! JTO paKT, OHa IIpaBHa YpOA/IMBas, y MapeHbKa COBCEM HET BKycCa.

JIvH 1I31011K TSXEJ0 B3LOXHYI:

— JlaxKe ecnu Tak, HeIb3sd XKe TOBOPHUTH 3TO B JIMIIO.

L3sn IIaH, Habmiogasi, Kak 3TU ABOEe IEPETJIIAbIBAIOTCS, COBEPIIEHHO He 3a60TsACh O YyBCTBAX
OKpYZKaloIuX, IOUYBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HEro TeMHEET B I'Jla3ax.

— KxMm, He mep3u crapimM, Ha3biBal MeHs 6paTtoMm, — 2Kyanb Bailinze, Buns, uto L3su [IsH yxe
TOTOB 3aKaTUTh I'J1a3a OT APOCTHU, IOYYBCTBOBAJI YKOJI COBECTH.

(Heyxenu s neperuyn nanky? ¥ aToro pebeHKa COBCEM HET BHIIEPKKHU.)

— Bpar He cpa3y pasrnapen. Ha camoM pene, 3ToT Hapsy Te0e 04eHb UOET, OUYeHb K JINIY,
npekpacHsle 1[BeTh, — 2KyaHb Baiin3e BbIas MOPLKI0 UCKPEHHOCTH, eC He o0pallaTh BHUMaHUS
Ha ero OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM B3rsan. — [lovigeM, morimeM, 6paT oTBefieT TeOs PyOUTh IepeBbs.

OH He gan LI3sH [IIsHY 1 c/T0Ba BCTABUTh U NOTAIIUN €ro 3a co0oi. JIuH 1[3i0Mmu TUIb YCMEeXHYICS.



(Hy u gypak! Xa-xa-xa.)

OcTanbHBIe YYACTHUKY TPYIIIEL TEPETISHYINCE, TPUKPHIBAs PTH PyKaMu, ¥ MoJT4a JBUHYIUCH
cnegoM. IToyeMy OHM He PacCMESIUCH B TOJIOC?

CroH Llu mo3xe 00BSICHUT: 3TO HEBEXKIJIMBO, Ja U ec/y Obl KTO-TO 3aCMeSJICS, 9TOT lTapeHekK Mor OBl
KUHYTHCS B ApaKy. K ToMy XKe, Bbl BULEJIH, KaK Te OBOE eT0 3allulaiu?

B sTto BpeMs B I'OJIOBe I_[3${H [IsHa 3By4all H3HeBaTeHBCKHﬁ cMex CHUCTEeMHI:

(Xa-xa-xa-xa, o 6oxe, Xo3auH!)

(3aTkHUCH!)

(OH cka3zar, 4To TH ypoaiuBeiii! Xa-xa-xa-xa!)

(...9t10 TH ypopnuBas! OH uMen B BUAy ofgexny!)

(Xa-xa-xa-xa, OH CKa3aJl, YTO THl HACTOJIbKO YPOMJIUB, UYTO OH He X04eT Tebs 3HATh!)

(...Jla HY BCE K uepTy!)
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