[TonHOYB y2Ke MHHOBaJIa, @ HAPOAy B YalHOM He yOaBIISI0Ch — HAIPOTHUB, HEKOTa IPOCTOPHBIH 3al
HaOuUICT OUTKOM.

Bopyr ¢ ynuisl Boén 6poasiunii faoc B XKEITOM ofesHUU. Y3-11of ero COMBIIENCS IanKy
BBIOMBAJIUCH CeAble BCKJIOKOYEHHEBIE BOJIOCH], @ OT CAaMOT0 CTaplia Pa3ujo I'yCTHIM XMeIbHBIM
meperapoM. B pykax OH mepkail 1ecT ¢ BEIBeCKoi «IlepBhili ragaTens [TogaebecHol». [Ipobupasichk
10 Y3KOMY IIPOXOAY MeXAOy CTOJIMKaMU, OH HEOXKUJAaHHO 3aMep BO3JIe UX CTOJa.

YcraBuBmuce Ha Cy bainsiHa, mpopullaTesib OrOPOIINI €ro ¢ IIopora:

— A-a, monopou rocnopus! HaTypa HeopauHapHas! [Ja OT Bac XkKe pa3uT AyXOM UCTUHHOI'O ApakoHa!

Bcé mpowu3oiio cauikoM BHe3anHo, 1 Cy BalnsH maxe He cpa3y coobpasui, 4To o0palamoTcs
UMEHHO K HeMy. OH BCKHUHYJI B3TJIsI[, OKMHYJI TPOXOAUMIIA C HOT [I0 TOJIOBHI ¥ OIYCTHJI ITHAY C
HEJOMUTEIM YaeM.

"W oTKyza TonbKO 6epyTCs 3TH IapjaTaHbl? YIMYHEIX JTABOK UM yKe MaJo, Teleph 0 YalHEIM
OKOJIaUUBAaITCA".

Cy BaiinstH pelni He CBI3BIBAaTLCS M YTKHYJICS B3TJISIOM B CTOJI, BCEM CBOMM BHIOM ITOKA3bIBas
noyiHoe paBHoOymre. OMHAKO Y Maoca, BUTHO, TOPTOBIIS CETOMHS He 3a/lajiach, ¥ OH BIIETIHIICS B
«I00BIYy» MEPTBOI XBATKOM.

— MoJsogoMy roCIIORKHY He CTOUT 3aKPHIBAThCSA! — ¢ YOEXKIEHHOCTHIO IPOM3HEC CTapel. — 3a
IONITHE TOMBL ST HA Pa3y He omulOcs B MpefcKa3aHusX. HeiHYe caM ciiydal CBENT HAC — IPEACKaXKy
BaIly cyns0y, ¥ He BO3bMY 3a 9TO HU Me[sKa!

"Hu mensika? — Cy BaiinsH MPOHUKCS eIle O0JBIIUM CKEIICHCOM. — BecIaTHbIM Chip OhIBAET TONBKO
B MBIILIEJIOBKE".

CHauana moo0elaeT fapoM, a IIOTOM BEIAYMaeT Lelyio Ky4y HecylnecTByiomux 0en. ¥ 4ToOw
OTBECTH JIMXO, 3aCTABUT ITOKYIATh €0 3alIUTHLIE aMYJIETH Ja 3aTOBOPEHHEIE MOHETHL. A
OTKaXkeIlIbCs — YBSIZKETCS C3a[{ U CTaHeT HAarOHSATh CTPaxy OO CaMOro moMa. [ImaBasu, 3HaeM.

[Toka Cy Baunsas coxpaHsn xonogHoe Mondanue, JIo CHHII31I0 IPOHUKIIACH K TPOUCXOOALIEMY
HMCKPEeHHUM JTI000mbITCTBOM. COCKOUYMB CO CKaMbH, OHa Iop0exarna Onuxe:

— A 49TO el€ 3a AyX UCTUHHOTO IpaKoHa?

Iaoc co CIIOKOMHOM YIIBIOKOM ITOSICHUI:

— Voen dyenoBeKa KpPOETCS B ABYX IOHSTUSX: POK U cynb0a. ICTUHHBIN OIPaKOH — 3TO ocofas mevaThb



cymbOsI. ITpolrie ToBopsi, TOCIOXKa, Tepef BaMyu — MPeBeCTHe BIaObIKU NeBSITH U MITH, OyIyInero
IIPABUTETIS.

Jlo CuHII310 axHyja ¥ OKPYyIJIAJIa ria3a:

— Tax TH X0YeIllb CKa3aTh, YTO UMIIED... 3-3, MO OO POXKOEH OBITH UMIIePaTOPOM?!

Ot stux cnos Cy BaiinisiH efiBa He monepxHyncs 4yaeM. OH MeTHYJ ObICTpHIN B3rnan Ha Cy LisgHa, HO
HacrnepnHbIl IPUHI] CUAET C COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MYTUMBIM BUAOM, OYATO pedu cTaplia ero HY Kaljid He
KaCaJuCh.

Cy baitnsgH nocnemnrHo o60pBaj ragaTesns:

— IloyTeHHHI Jaoc, y OMHOXKHUS UMIIEPCKOTO 3aMKa He CTOUT OPOCAThCS CTOJIb IeP3KUMU CIIOBAMH.
Tem Gosnee coBceM psIOM ITOMeCThe BaHa JIsiHA, a TaM yieii xBaTaeT. [lepKuTe A3bK 3a 3y0aMu pagu
coOCTBEHHOTO ke Oara.

CTapuK JUIIb YCMEXHYJICS:

— JTaoc mumIb TIaroiaeT ImpaBay. K TOMY XK€ 51 HEe YTBEepZKIall, YTO UMEHHO BBl BOCCAOETE Ha IIPECTOII.
HYX HNCTUHHOT'O JPAKOHA B BaC TaK CHUJIEH, YTO €r0 HE IIOBEPHYTL BCIIATE. Konu BBl camy He CTaHeTe
BIACTENIHMHOM, UM CTAHET Balll TOTOMOK. Eciu mou paC‘-IéTBI BEPHBEI — HE II03XKe CIIEeOYIoIero
IIOKOJIEHHU.

JTo CuHII310, BCE €ll€ He N0 KOHIla ITOHMMas CMBIC]I, IIePeCcIIpoCcuia:

— BrIxomuT, CHIH MOEro Osigu B OyOyleM HafleHeT KOPOHY?

Ilaoc cTeneHHO KUBHYII.

Cy baiinisiH OKOHYATeIbHO Ypa3yMel: epef HUM OOLIKHOBEHHBIHM MOIIeHHUK. Kakoil elé ChIH-
umneparop? B opuruHaabHOM poMaHe BaH JISiH 10 caMoii CMepTU OCTaBaJICs OOUHOKUM G0OBIIEM,
OTKy[Ia y HEero BooO1e B3SIThCS CHIHY?!

K ToMy ke NSmHYTH B MPUCYTCTBUHU OymyIero rocymapsi, 6yaTo ero moTOMOK 3aiMET IIPecTo — Ja
3TO e IpsiMasi HaBofIKa Ha 0OBUHEHME B TOCYOapCTBEHHOM U3MeHe!

Cy BaiingH ¢ TIyXuM CTYKOM OIIYCTHJI IIMaJy Ha CTOJI ¥ HACYIUICH:

— IToxoxe, IOYTEHHEIH COBCEM COPEHINII CO CBOMMHU TaflaHUsIMU, pa3 HeCET MomoOHy0 axuHero. He
yb6epéTech 0OOPOM — KJIUKHY CIIYT, BaC BRITPOBOIST IO O€JIbl PYUKH.



Bups raeB cobeceiHUKa, CTapel He cTajl CopuTh. OH MATKO yNBIOHYJICS U cOOpaics YXOOUTh, HO TYT
ero okyukHyn Cy LlsgHs.

Omepes oaOOPOAOK Ha CLieNJIEHHbIE Malblibl, Malb4YUK C e[Ba YII0BUMOM YCMEIIKOM II0CMOTpeIl Ha
rafaTesns:

— Pa3 maouxkaH Tak yBEPEH B CBOEM UCKYCCTBE, He MpeficKaxkKelb a1 cyap0y u MHe? CKOJIBKO OB 9TO
HU CTOUJIO — § 3alljlayy.

Bce cupmeBIue 3a CTOJIOM YOUBIIEHHO IIOBEPHYJIUCH K HEMY.

Cy Baiinsgn npo cebs MUIlb TSIXKeI0 B3TOXHYT 0T Mogo0Ho# 6apCKoM MepoCTH. «3ariaqdy, CKOJIbKO
npocut»... Ha cinoBax-To KpacHBO, a paciyiadyuBaThCcsa KoMy? Emy, pa3dymeeTtcs!

CTapukK MPUCTANbHO BCMOTPesIcs B muiio Cy LIsiHa ¥ CIIyCTSI HEKOTOPOe BPeMs CIIPOCHIT:

— Yero xe XxeJjaeT 3HATh MOJIOMOM I'OCIIONUH?

Cy LIsiHb TOHKO YNBIOHYJICS:

— Ipenckaxu, o0peTy NU g TO, K Y4eMy CTPEMUTCS MOS AyIa.

[Tocne sTux cnoB aTMocdepa 3a CTOIOM CI0BHO 3acThiyia. Cy baunsaH u JIo CHHII310 CMOTpEeNnu Ha
MaJibuMKa, YyBCTBYS UCXOfsIlee OT HET'0 BHE3AMHOoe, HEOObICHUMOE OTUYKEHHE.

BoamoxHO, menpoe obelllaHKe OTJIATH 3aCTABUIIO rafiaTess OTHECTUCH K oeiy co BCen
Cepbé3HOCTBIO. OH gocTan HeCKOIbKO OPEBHUX MEOAKOB, PACKJIaOBIBAJI UX 110 CTOJIY TaK U 3dK, 1
BCKOpP€ Ha €ro J'I6y BRICTYIIMIIN KPYIIHBEIE KaAIlJIX I10Ta, a 6p0BI/I COLIJINCE K IIEPEeHOCHuIe.

[TpocTeiiie MaHUTYISIIMY JaBalUCh €My C TAaKUM TPYOM, CJIOBHO OH TAIIWII Ha cebe TsaKelenIui
JKEPHOB.

Cy Baiinsin pemus, 9To TOT IIPOCTO TSIHET BPeMsI, BEIIyMbIBasi HEObTUIIH ToyOeguTenbHee. OqHAKO
IIPOILIa IleJiasi Iajo4ykKa 61aroBOHMM, a CTAPHUK JIUIIL CO B3T0X0OM CIped MOHETH ¥ KAYHYJI TOJI0OBOH,
npu3HaBas CBOE Oeccunue.

9TO 0Ka3alloCh HEOXKUTAHHEIM.

Bupsi, uTo mpencka3artenb codupaeTcst yxomuTh, Cy LIsTHb X0JI0QHOBATO YCMEXHYJIICS:

— Brixonurt, «I1epBhiii ragaTensb [logHe6ecHOM» — 0ObIYHAS MYCTHINKA? B TakoM ciydae... —



MarnbyuK KHBHYII Ha IIECT B PyKax cTapia. — OCTaBb BHIBECKY. THl €€ HE JOCTOMH.

Cy baunsan tuxonbko nHyJ Cy LisiHa HOXKKOU 1107 cT010M. Kak roBOpuTCS, He CTOUT AOBOOUTH
yeJioBeKa J0 KpaiHoctu. Hy He cMor cocunTaTh — OBIBAeT, 3aUeM Ke Tak KEcTKo? K Tomy ke
CTapuK IPOSIBUJI PEKYI0 Y4eCTHOCTD: HE CTajl BpaTh U COUPATh OEHBIH.

T'apgaTtens BoBce He o0upesncs. OH CIOKOMHO TOJIOKUJI CBOM LIECT HA CTOJI U, YXOMS, JINIIL KauHYII
TOJIOBOY C TUXHUM CMEIKOM:

— CrnbIxan s, KaK KyKYIIKa 3aHUMaeT YyKoe THe370, HO YTOOB! KYKYIIOHOK BHIKUBAJI KYKYIIOHKa —
BUXKY BIlepBHIE. Uyeca, Ia ¥ TOJBKO...

Crapel1 ykKe paCcTBOPHJICS B HOYHOM ToJie 3a moporoM, a Cy LIgHE BCE He CBOIMII B3TJIAMa C
OCTaBJIEHHOH! TaOINYKH.

Cy BaiinsH cnerka OTKAIIJISICs, pa3psixkKasi TOKaMeHEeBIyI0 00CTaHOBKY:

— Pa3 nepemoxuynu, nounem npougemcs. K yacy CBUHBYM HYKHO BO3BpamaThCs. — C aTuMu
CJI0BaMM OH [IOCTaJI KOLIEJIEK ¥ OTCHINAJ OETAM MENIKOro cepebpa. — 3aX0TUTe YTO-HUOYAb KYIUTh —
njaTuTe camMu. HauHETe IIyMeTh — OTIPaBIIO MIPSIMUKOM B KapeTy.

Jlo CHHII310 PagoCTHO crpebiia MOHETH:

— IMousina! Crracu6o, aBrycTedmmuit osapms!

BoamoxHo, Cy BalinsiHy He 1moKa3anoch, HO mocyie cyioB ragarens Cy LisiHb 3aMKHYyJca B cebe. Ha
IIPOTSI2KEHUU BCETO IIyTH OH Mo4a fmepxkaics noaie Cy baiinsiHa, 6orbllle He UTpas U He B3OOPS C
Jlo CuHI3!10.

Haxe Ha Bompockl Cy BaiinsiHa OH OTBedasl HEBIIOIA, SBHO BUTAS I'Ie-TO [alleKO B CBOMX MBICIISIX.

Co BpeMeHeM Cy BaungH nepecTan JOHUMaTh ero paccrnpocaMmu. [109BUINCh TalHBL — 3HAYUT,
pebEHOK B3pOCIIEeT.

Bot TOnpKO CTapIIMM OT 3TOI'0O CTAHOBHJIOCHE HEMHOI'O OOMHOKO.

Bnepepnu mokasasncs J0TOK MacTepa II0 caxapHHBIM ¢urypkaMm. Ha X710MK0BOY TKaHM POBHEIMU PSaMu
ObLIM BBICTaBJIEHH! MCKYyCHEIE 3BEPYLIKY OBEHAMIIAaTA 3HAKOB 30KaKa. JIo CHHI[3I0 TyT XKe BCTasa B
ouepepnb, a Cy Baunsan pewmwun NpukynuTs cinagocTs 4 gig Cy Lsaa. [Ioka 0HY CTOSIIA B CTOPOHE, [0
HUX 0JIeTeJI Pa3rOBOP TOPTOBLia TPOCTHUKOM C IIOKYTATEeJIIMU.



— Kak 9T0T BaH JIsSiH ITepeHéc IIoMecThe BaHa JIsiHa B HAIM Kpas, TaK Ha 3alafHOH yIKile TOPTOBJIS
coBceM 3arnoxia. ToJbKO Ha spMapKax Hapof ¥ IpUBai“BaeT. Majo eMy OTPOMHOTO ABOPLA, TAK OH
elné ¥ Bcio ynuiy nop cebst crped! [Touemy Obl eMy cpa3y BCIO CTONHIYY 3a00opoM He o6HecTu?!

— W ue rosopu! [la TonbKO OH ceitdac HacmegHoro nprHila onekaeT, caM MmmepaTop ¢ HUM
CUMUTATHCS BBIHYXKMEH. [ TIIOuIb, Kak IPUHI] Ha MPECTOJI B30MOET, BaH JISTH BaHOM-PETeHTOM CTaHET
— Torga BooOIIe CHUJIbl HeMepeHo OyHeT, KTO MPOTUB Hero HomnpeT? OCTaéTcs TONMbKO KYPUTh GUMUaM
mepen bogxucaTTBOM Ma MOIUTD, YTOOBI 3TOT 3JIBIAEHb IIOCKOPEee OTHasl KOHITEI!

— Bepno! CTonbKO 371a HATBOPHUII, MEP3aBel], IPSIMO J0pora eMy B af ABUYH!

JIo CrHII3I0 IepeBeria B3I C TOPTroBla Ha cTodero no3anu Cy balinsgHa ¥ HEBUHHO CIIPOCHUIIA:

— Ignsi, 9T0 OHU TIPO TeOsI TOBOPSAT?

Cy Baunsig HeJT0BKO XMEIKHYII:

— IToxoxe Ha TO.

B cnepnyromiee MrHOBeHNE IeBUOHKA BIUXHYJIA €My B PYKU KHUKOHKY U IIPUHSJIACh 3aCy4uBaTh
pyKaBa, cobrpasich pBaHyTh B ipaky. E€ 6oeBoii 3amop HanoMuui Cy BaiinsgHy, Kak B JETCTBE €T0
o0uKanu yIuyHble Malbyuky, a 6abyliika neTena UM HaBCTpeUdy CO CKaJIKOU HalepeBec.

Yyst HemoOpoe, Cy BaiinsgH BoBpeMs crpabacTan eé 3a IMUBOPOT ¥ TUXOHBKO IIPU3BAJI K IOPSAKY:

— Tumie, tume! ITomecTbe u BIIPSIMb CTECHHUIIO X TOPT'OBIIIO, TdK YTO POIIIOYT OHU HE 0e3 IIPUYUHEI.

Jlo CunII310 Hagysa ryos:

— Ho onu xe npoknuHaioT Te05!

— TTomoOGHEbIe Bemy Pab0TAOT JIMIND [JIS TeX, KTO B HUX BEPUT. Packpoem cebs celiyac — MOOHUMETCS
myM. [TycTh 60JITalOT, CielaeM BU[I, YTO He CIIBIIIMM. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, camMu ce0e AyIIy Tellart.

Koe-kak eMy ymanoch yTUXOMUPUTL OOMKYIO JEBUYIIKY, aX MOT €O Jiba mporumo.

ToproBurl TEM BpeMeHeM 3aKOHYUIIU II0JIMBATh I'PA3bI0 BaHa JIfiHa, HO TYT XKe NepeKIuunucs Ha Cy
sHa.

— Jla u HacnemHbIM MPUHIL 9TOT — THUJIOE OEPeBO, He BEIPe3aTh U3 HEero OmopHOro ctonba. Ciasixamy,
HeJlaBHO CHIHY BenKoro HacTaBHHKA HOTY Iepebun? HaieHeT Takoi KOPOHY — U CTaHET Ka3HUTh



BCeEX, KTO HE II0 HPAaBYy. MHOT0 71 YeCTHHIX CJIYT OCTaHEeTCHd IIpu JIBOpe?

— 3Tt0 emée 6abka HamBoe ckalana! [To MHe, Tak ['ocymapb BOoBCe He KejlaeT OTHaBaTh EMY TPOH,
rHayde ¢ yero Obl OTAaBaTh MaJbYUIIKY Ha BOCIIUTAHKE 3TOMY 3/IBIIHIO? A OBLI IM IPUHI] BOOOIIE
I[apCKOX KPOBU?

— O, 3a TaKHe PEYH U T'OJIOBHI INIITUTHCS MOXKHO!

— Jla s He ¥3 masblia Beicocaln! I'oBOpPSAT, TAIIOM OH HU Kallji He CX0X ¢ Ero BenuuyectBoMm —
BbIMTas [ToKOMHas ummneparpulia! B xkumnax, He60Ch, TEUET IrpsA3Hast KPoBb. ['0TOB OBINT CTATh
TIOICTUIIKOM [JIs MI0AIIoB u3 Llucs, nuire Ob KYypy cractu! 4 cibiman, Ta 6a6éHka B Llucs 3a HOYb
110 HECKOJIbKY MYKHKOB y0J1azkasia, a ITofi KOHeI[ CTHUJIA OT CPaMHBIX 60/1e3HeH, BCs B sS3BaX [a BOHU!
Tody, mpsHb memenas!

TOpl"OBeI.I, pa3MaxuBasi HOKOM OJId OYUCTKU TPOCTHHKA, C YIIOEHHEM 6pr3ran CJIIOHOM, KaK BOPYyT
IIOYYyBCTBOBAII JIEOEeHSIINN X0JI0 Yy CaMOro ropia. Crossiine psAnOM 3€BaKM 3aMeEpPIIn, 0051Ch
BBIIOXHYTE.

K mee MyxuKa OBLIO IPUKATO CBEPKAIOIIEE JIE3BUE U30THYTOMN CabIIu.

Benomnara o0MEp oT ykKaca. HoX ¥ TPOCTHUK BHIBAJIMJIUCH U3 OOMSIKIIINX PYK, a I'7la3a CKOCUJIUCH Ha
CTaJIbHYIO T10JI0CY, TPEBPATHBIIUCE B KyUy.

OH pemu, YTO nmepeq HUM rpabuTesnb ¢ OOJIBIION OPOTH.

— le-repoit, momanu! [TeHbIH... Bce NeHbrH 3abupaii! — 3anmpuyuTa oH, IHTasCh HAyIaTh
MeIlloYeK C MeasTKaMHu.

OpHako CTOSIBIIMY 3a €r0 CIIMHOM MOJIOLOM YeJIOBEK B JIa3yPHOM OfE€sTHUU He CIIellla OIYCTUI
KJIMHOK. ET0 rojoc mpo3Byyan I7yXo U OTYETIIUBO:

— B Te roga pemienue otnpaBuTh [1oKoWHYI0 nMneparpully B Llucsa npussn ['ocymaps, a He OHa cama.
He moxepTBy# oHa coO0M pagy CIlaCeHUSI CTPAHBI, BbI OBl JABHO CTUHYJIH ITOM KOIIBITAMH BPazKeCKoii
KOHHHUITEL. M Temmeph BH 3TOM CaMOU XKU3HBIO, CTIACEHHOM Eif, oCKBepHseTe e€ maMaTh? Tak KTO ke U3
BaC Ha caMOM [ieJie TPsi3Has TBaph?

TOpT‘OBeH OOTPOHYJICA OO Iieu, roge 0O CHX IIOP ZKTJIO OT X0JIOAd CTAJIbHOT'O KJIMHKA.

3aTpsCIIKCh BCEM TEJIOM, OH THIKHYJI IasiblieM ce0e B IPymdb:

— 4... 910 51 rpsizHas TBapb! — M, 4TOOH OKa3aTh UCKPEHHOCTh, OTBECUTI ce0e mapy JIIOTHIX
NomEYnH. B MrHOBEeHME OKa IlleKa ero OIyxJa.



— Pa3 noHan — mepxu g93bIK 3a 3ybamu. M 4T00 51 Oosblile MOomoOHOTO He CblIan. — Monomon
yeJroBeK yopas cabiIio B HOXKHEL.

3eBaky 00JIETYEHHO TTEPEBENM yX, TOJIBKO KOTHa I0HOIIa YBEJ JBOMX AETel MpoyYb 110 VIIUIIE.

JIullib TOrma KTO-TO U3 TOJIIIBLI OIIOMHUJIICS U npo6opM0Tan, riagagsa BCiien YXOJIHH.Ieﬁ TpOHIe:

— A Be[Ib U30THYTHIY KIMHOK, YTO OB y TOTO MapHs... He Cabns mu bemoit Houw?..
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