— CectpeHkKa... — baii 'H ¢ HeIpOCTHIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIXlla T0CMOTpesia Ha Xau O3H.

[TornsmeB Ha Hee HEKOTOpPoe BpeMs, Xau ®3H ybequnach, UTO ee CECTpa cerlyac He ofiepKUMa
IEMOHOM-30HTOM, U, IPUCEB PANOM, TUXO IIPOU3HECTA:

— IIpoctu MeHs. Moe ynpsiMCTBO HaB/IeK/I0 Ha TeOs Oeny.

— Bce xopoiro. 3To MHe CTOUT IPOCUTH IpolneHus, — baii VH B3si71a cecTpy 3a PyKy ¥ IPUIOKHSTIA
pykaB ee KuMoHO. Ha pyke Xait ®aH BUugHEUCh cnenbl 1o60eB, KOTOpLe HaHecna eyt bait MH, korga

Oblya 1of BIacThio meMoHa. OT 3TOTr0 y Hee Ha CepAlle CTalo TAXKeJI0 U HEBHIHOCUMO 00JIbHO. —
KcraTtn, Kak oten? OH B mopsake?

— Ero xu3HM ceriyac HUYEro He yrpoxaet, — Xo1 ®9H moyyBCTBOBAA elre OO0JIbIIYI0 BUHY,
BCIIOMHUB, KaK OTell, 3alluiNas ee, MIPHUHSII Ha ceOs1 CMepTeIbHEIN yIap, HaHeCEeHHbIN O0epKUMOn
bau MH. BcrmioMHEB 0 IeMOHE, OHa COPOCHUIa: — A 4TO Temeps C HUM?

— OH 6ouTtcs... oueHb 6ouTcsi, — Baii UH packpebina 30HT C 0671aYHBEIM Y30POM, a 3aT€M CJI0XKHUIIA eTo0
o0paTHO. B 9T0 BpeMst [eMOH-30HT He [T0JjaBal HUKAKUX IPU3HAKOB XKU3HH.

— Yro npoucxogut? CecTpa, TH €ro yCcMuUpHuia? — ygusuiach Xaii OsH.

— Her, on 6ouTcst aTOTO rocnoguHa, — oTBeTwna bait MH u B3rnsuyna Ha Mus Xao. Xai Osx
IIPOCIIEUIIa 3a ee B3IJIAIOM H...

— Oro! Kakoi kpacaser! — 11eku Xa1 O9H MTHOBEHHO 3alIUJIMCh KpacKou. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU
CECTpHI, ¥ peaklus oKa3asach CXoxkeu. — [JeMOH-30HT OOUTCS 3TOr0 CTAaTHOTO T'OCIOAKHA... [loroau,
HeyXKeJll OH ToXKe €Kau?

— Het, — MuH Xao0 3ayM4yuBO CMOTpEJI Ha KOCTED, 3aTeM IIepeBell B3TJIA Ha CEeCTep, a [1ocjie — Ha
nByx Paiifnsn Moii.

PaiimsH May memoHCcTpupoBana banusHb du HECKONIBKO KITaCCUYECKUX MMPHUEMOB CTUIIS OMHOTO Meda
Baiiusne. banusHb AU HaxMypunacs elle CUbHee:

— 4 He mpunoMuHaio, 4ToOH Opasna yueHuKoB! Heyxkemnu s morepsiyia maMsiTh?

— l'ocnoxka Baiusnb, MBI 3 Oyayuiero, — o0bsicHUIa Paiion Maii. — B3rnsHuTe Ha 9T0, 3TO
cMapT(oH...

Parimon Moy mocTasa CBOM rafizkeT U IIoKa3aja ero banusub Au.

— U BupaBny, MacTepckasi pabota, — Baiusnb fu, cnenys nogcka3kaM, IIOBEpPTENa YCTPOMCTBO B
pykKax. — 3HAYUT, Bbl JeMCTBUTENIbHO U3 OymyIero?



— [la, mpapopuTenbHUIla, — Paimas Mai, risaas Ha 001Uk banusnb fu, IOYTH HE COMHEeBalach, 4TO
nepeqn Hel ee MPenoK.

— Hukorpga 65 He TogyMaria, 4YTO YBUXKY CBOIO OYOYIIYI0O HaclemHUIy... — balusnb Au
IIOYyBCTBOBaJa, 4YTO Jaxe 0e3 yueTa OMTBH C IEMOHOM 3TO IIyTelIeCTBHE TOro cToumno. Kak
YOUBUTEIBHO.

— XopoI1o, a roe IeMOH-30HT? — C JIETKUM COXKaJIeHHeM Bo3Bparlras TenedoH, cupocuna banusHb
An.

— 3pech, — Xaut ®3H B3sizla 30HT y CeCTPhl. BHe3amnHo ria3a 06eux [eByIIeK BCIBIXHYIN 3JI0BEIIUM
CBETOM, ¥ OHH, CXBATHB 30HT, Opocwmiuch 6exath. Ho MuH Xao ObIJT HAaroToBe: OH HOCTAJ
IPU3kIBaTENb NOCTeX0B CUHTSIHD U HaXKal Ha KHOMKY. BCIIBIXHYIT CBET, ¥ 00€ MEeBYIIKU 3aCTHIIM Ha
MecCTe, He B CHJIaX IIOIIEeBeINThLCS.

— HNocnexu CunTSIHb, 00benuHeHNe! — Mun Xao npu3Bas 6poHi0, ORICTPO IOHOIIEN K HUM U,
BLITSIHYB YKa3aTeJIbHBIY I1ajiel], HallpaBuil [Ba 30JI0THIX JIy4a IPSAMO B UX Tesa. [leMOH-30HT LIgHbUH,
II0YYBCTBOBAB, YTO 3TOT CBET HECET eMy II0JIHOe YHUUYTOXEHNE, [TOCIIEIIN OTEIUTh CBOO BOJIIO OT
IeBYIIEK U BEPHYTHCA B 30HT. TOT BRIpBaICA U3 PyK X31 O3H U IONBITAICA ylieTeTh, HO MuH Xao ¢
noMoIbi0 CMellleHus TeHel Iperpagul eMy OyTh.

— d-to myman, kTo 3T0. OKa3ajoch, Ta camas prbellka, YTO YCKOIb3HYa B MPOIIJIEIA pa3, — cKalall
MuH Xao, r1aas Ha JeMoHa.

— 9-3T0... IEeNUCTBUTEILHO ThI! — pa3masics rol0c U3 30HTA. [IeMOH B yzKace 3aMeTaJICs, IBITasCh
cbexars.

— Tebe He yiTu! CMepTOHOCHAs TexHMKa CUHTSHS: besrpanuyHas HeGecHast Kapa! — BEIKPUKHYT
MuHn Xao, co3gaBasi 6apbep, BHyTPU KOTOPOT'0 0Ka3aJiCcs 3amepT AEMOH.

— THI COBEPIINI HEIPOCTUTEBHOE NIPECTYIJIEHUE COTIaCHO 3aKOHaM ['amakTuyecKou
crpaBeqIuBOCTH. 4, mocnexu CUHTSHB, 00BSIBIISIO O MUIIEHUH Te0s BCeX IIpaB ¥ IIPUTOBAPUBAI0 K
HeMe[IeHHOM Ka3Hu. Cmupucsk! Jlamons CUHTSIHS IIPOTUB IeMOHOB! — BEIHECS ITPUTOBOP, MuH Xao
OOHUM yIapoM OTOPOCHII 30HT.

— Texnuka Meda OrHeHHOTO cusgHusg! — MuH Xao npu3ssain Meu OruenHoi Kapsl u oOpyiun Ha
IeMOHa I'paf yoapoB. 3aTeM, IIpXIlaB Ha KOJIEHO, OH HallpaBUJI Med Ha Bpara u, CJIOBHO Oyp, TPOH3UI
€ro HaCKBO3b.

[TpusemnuBmucsk, Mus Xao TpanchopmupoBan Med B BreicTpocTpen «OrHeHHas Kapa», MOAIPEITHY I
BLICOKO B BO3[YX U, IPULIETUBIINCH B JINIIIEHHOTO CUJI IEMOHA, IIPOPEBE:

— CBeTOBOU B3PBLIBHOU CHapsia CUHTSAHS!



KpacHbill 3HepreTrudyecKuil 3apsig OTPOMHOY MOIIY BEIPBAJICS U3 CTBOJIA, OKOHYATENIBHO YHUUTOXUB
neMoHa-30HTA LIsHbMH., MuH Xao MJIaBHO OIYCTHUIICS Ha 3eMJT0, ¥ Oaphep pa3Besiyics.
IleakTUBMPOBAB [OCIIEXH, OH IIOCMOTPETI Ha CecTep:

— IIeMOH yHUYTOXKEH. Bbl B 6€30I1aCHOCTH.

— A? Tak 6sicTpo! — Bait IH He Morjia IOBEPUTH CBOUM Tjla3aM. ITOT YeJI0OBEK IIPU3BaJl LOCIEXH,

BBIOMI IeMOHA, CO3[all 6apbep U B MTHOBEHHE€ OKad IIOKOHYHUIJI C CyIIeCTBOM, KOTOpPO€ Tep3aJlo UuX
CEeMBIO CTOJILKO BPEMEHH.

— Oi? A Kyga menuch MO paHbl? — X9ii O9H 3aKaTalla pyKaB ¥ OCMOTpesia PyKy: Koxka Oblna
TJIagKOM ¥ YUCTOM, KakK Hedput. OHa omynana ce6st — 60111 He GBIITO.

— Xopomio. Hazerocs, BB CMOXKeTe YCTPOUTDh HAC Ha HOusler? — cupocusl Mus Xao. CnaTts mof,
KpHIIIel Bce XKe KyJa NMpUsiTHee, 4eM I0J OTKPHITHIM HEOOM.

— K-koHeuHoO, rocioguH! — mocmemnrHo cornacunack bait MH. OHa oTBeja rocTeil B ycags0y u
pa3MecTHsIa UX B TOCTEBLIX MTOKOsSX. CTPaHHBIM OBIJIO JIMIIb TO, YTO YeJIOBEK, MOOeIUBIINY eMOHA, TO
Y €710 BEIXOJHUJI BO IBOP, CMOTpPEJI Ha 3B€3[bl U, TIOMHUMAS PYKY, YTO-TO BRICYUTHIBAI. ..

— Ore1n, 1 HeOOCTOWHAS J0Yb, IIPOILY, HaKaxu MeHs, — bail lH onycTunacek Ha KOJIeHH Iepeq
KPOBAThIO TSIKEIOPaHEeHOTo OTIIa.

— Orerr, 9T0 MOSI BUHA, CECTPa 37eCh HU IIpHU YeM. Ecnim xo4els KOro-To HaKa3aTbh — HaKa3bIBak
MeHs, — X3 ®3H nocnenoBana ee mIpuMepy.

— CrBlIan oT JTIOHeH... IeMOH ITOBepXKeH? — MyXK4YKWHa CPeOHUX JIeT, BeCh IepeOUHTOBAHHBIN, CUOETT
Ha KpPOBaTH, IS5 Ha gqouepeit. Ero romoc 3By4yan ciabo.

— [la, ToT rociopuH moMor HaMm, — baii IH pacckasana 0TIy, KaK OHM BCTpeTu/nu MuH Xao U KakK OH
pa3genarncs ¢ JEMOHOM.

— MbI pa3MeCTH/IM er0 U eT0 CITYyTHUKOB B TOCTEBHIX KOMHATaxX, — goOaBuiia Xait ®3H.

— BcTpeTuTs TaKoro 6aropogHOro YeaoBeKa — Ballle C4acThe, la ¥ Moe ToXe. 9 MolKeH
1106Iar0JapUTh €ro 3a CIaceHre MOUX JIIOOUMBIX NOYepei... — MyKYKHA IOIEITaJICS BCTATh, HO
CECTPHL OCTOPOXKHO YIIOXKHUIK €r0 00PaTHO.

— Orery, TOCIIOANH TPOCKT He 0ECIIOKOUTH UX [I0 YTpa, — Iepefasna cioBa MuH Xao bait UH.



— Jla, K ToMy XKe BaM HYXKHO 6epeyb CUJIbI, — IOfaepxkKana cecTpy Xau ®aH.

— Hy xopot1r1o, — cMupUiIca MyK4rHa.

Ha cnepymwoiuee yTpo.

— OW, He X0Yelllh CPA3UThCSI CO MHOK? — BaiiusHb U ¢ caMOro paccBeTa MPHIIIa BEI3EIBATE MUH
Xao Ha 0oii.

— CHauasa moenuM, — OTKA3aJICS TOT.

[Tocne 3aBTpaxa.

— O, He X04elllb CPa3uThCs CO MHOKW? — CHOBA IO[OIIIa OHa.

— MeHs4 30ByT He OU, MeHd 30BYT MuH Xao, s u3 [lI3HpYK0Y, — OTBETUJI OH.

— lociogue MuH, He XejaeTe U CPAa3UThCA CO MHOU? — Baliusnb A 1onoxuna pykKy Ha pyKosTh
Meya.

— HaiigeMm MeCTO IIONIPOCTOPHEE U ToMepuMcs cunamMu? — MuH Xao paBHOAYIIHO B3TJ/IAHYI Ha
CEPBHE3HYIO NEBYIIKY.

— Xopottio.

Oy BHIIINIK BO ABOP. Baliussb du Kpenko cxkKajla pyKosaTh KaTaHbl, a MuH Xao npu3Ba JOCIEeXU
CuntaHb 1 Meu OrHeHHOU Kaphl.

— 41 obomia Bech Mup, Opocajia BEI30B BEJIHYAKIIAM IePOosiM, ¥ eIlle HUKTO He CMOT MeHs IT00euTh,
— HayaJia OHa.

— Cnpomy Te6s: KakK Thl AyMaelllb, HaCKOJIbKO BEJIMK 3TOT MUP? — 3afias eit Bompoc MuH Xao.

Banusnap du 3agymanacs:

— ...XM, MO# KPyro30p AeNCTBUTEILHO OBITT OTpaHu4eH. ECiu mpeacTaBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTD, ITOCTIE
Halllero oeIuHKa 5 X04Uy OTIpaBUThLCA B [IIsHBUKOY, UTO 32 MOpPEM, YTOOB HAMTH TOCTOMHBIX
npoTuBHUKOB. Hanpumep, beccMmepTHyo YnoaHs, KOTOpas OXpaHAeT Te 3eMJIU THICAYHU JIeT.



— BbeccmepTHas Yutoans? — MuH Xao mOrpy3usicsl B BOCIIOMUHAHUSA, TIepe[ ero rjia3aMu BO3HUK
CUJIbHBIN U U3SIIHBIM 006pa3 ¢ 6ebIMU BOJIOCAMU U KPAaCHBIMU T'Jla3aMu. — BO3MOXKHO, 9TO OHa...
BropouewMm, HeBaxHO. Hanagau.

BatiusHb du npuMeHusa TEXHUKY CTPEMHUTENIHHOTO CONMMKEHNS U MOJIHUEHOCHO BhIXBATHIIa KJIMHOK.
OOrIuHBIM Bpar ObUT OBl TOBEPKEH Ha MecTe, HO MuH Xao B OpoHe MTHOBEHHO MOACTaBUNI Meu
OruenHo#t Kapsl, 610kupys yaap. Pasgancs 3BoH MeTasnna, Mus Xao OTTONKHYJICS OT BPpaXkecKoro
KJIMHKa U OTIIPHITHYJI, YBeJIUYUBasi OUCTAHLUIO.

He goOuBimucs ycnexa, bariusnub fAu nepexBaTuia Med OByMSI pyKaMu U CHOBa Opocuiiach B aTaky,
HaAHOCS KOJOWKK yaap. MuH Xao YKIIOHUJICS, U [IE€BYIIKa TYT XKe IepeBejia Med B TOPU30HTaIbHBII
B3Max. MuH Xao 3a0JI0KMPOBaJI ero, CKOJIb3HYJI BOOIb KJIMHKA MIPSIMO K HE! U yoapuil CBOOOIHOM
JlafoHbI0. MHTYyULNS, 3aKajleHHas B COTHSIX CMEPTEJIbHBIX CXBATOK, ITofCKa3ana banusnpb du, 4To
3TOT y[ap IpHHUMAaTh Hellb351. OHa MTHOBEHHO OTCTYIIHJIa U OTBETHJIa BePTUKAJIbHEIM yIapoM
CBEpXy.

Mun Xa0 HEMHOT0 OTCTYIUJI, ¥, IT0Ka baliyaHb fu He ycresna 3aBeplIuTh 3aMaX, HaCTyIIUJI HOroi Ha
00yx ee Meda, BOMBas €To B 3eMJI0, @ 3aTeM HaHeC TOPU30HTAIbHHIN yaap.

B mocnenHuit MOMEHT [IeBYIIIKA BHIPBaJla KJIMHOK U3 3eM/IM ¥ OTCKOYHIIA. 10 ee IMOTY U TAXKEJIOMY
IBIXaHUIO OBIJIO BUTHO, YTO OHA B3BOJIHOBAHA. JTOT YEJIOBEK B JOCIEeXaX, OT KOTOPOTO IOYTH He
MCXOTHUIIO KaXK bl YOUNUCTBA, OBII CAMBIM CHUIBHEIM IIPOTHBHUKOM B €€ XXKW3HU, U 9TO IPUBOIUIIO €€ B
BOCTOPT.

— C Tex IOp Kaxk 5 JOCTUTIa MacTEPCTBa B (EXTOBaHMY, 5 CpaXKajach C JTyUIIUMHU, HO CEPALE MOe
0CTaBaJIOCh MIYCTHIM. f COKpyIlasach: HeYKeu B 9TOM MUpe He HaULeTCs TOTo, C KeM S CMOTY
Cpa3UThCS B IIONIHYI0 cuiy? M BOT Temeps... — OHa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO KaTaHy, 3aTeM Ha MuH Xao.
— ¢l HaKOHeI-TO... HAKOHEII-TO CHOBA YyBCTBYIO 3TOT TPEIeT, 3TOT BOCTOPT OT OUTBHL Ha T'PaHU
JKU3HU U cMepTu! MyXunHa, g Oyoy cpaXkaThCs ¢ TOOOU g0 KOHIa!

Ee aypa pe3ko Bo3pocia, ¥ 0Ha Opocunach B aTaKy C HEOCTAHOBUMBIM HAIlopoM. MuH Xao MPUHSI
BbI30B. OH 3aMETHUII, UTO ee IIPUEMHI CTaIu HelpeicKa3yeMbIMUA — KaxXKIbii yoap OblI IPOOUKTOBAH
MHTYULKMEN. JTO [eflajo ee MOYTH HeyI3BUMOU, HO MuH Xao C JIeTKOCThIO OTpaXKaJsl ee SpOCTHhIE
aTaKW, COXPaHss IOITHOE CIIOKOMCTBHE...

Korpa oHM CHOBa pa30LINTNCh Ha OUCTAHITUIO. ..

— Xa-xa-xa... {... 1 Tak cyactiuBa! Cepbe3HO, TH IIEPBBIY, KTO JOCTABUJI MHE TaKOe yI0BOJILCTBHE!
— BanusHb Au, TAKEN0 Ablllla, pa3pas3uiiacb TPOMKUM CMEXOM.

— Trl melicTBUTENBHO TeHul. Tebe, KaXKeTcs, HeT U gBaflaTy, a Thl JOCTUIIa TAKOT'0 MacTepCTBa.
Botoch, naxe B [[9HRYKOY 3@ MOPEM MaJjio KTO CPaBHHUTCS ¢ To60M, — MuH Xao Obis1 yHUKyMOM. Ero
00€eBOM OTIBIT IO MPUOBITHS B 3TOT MUP OBIJT HACTOJILKO BEJIUMK, UTO OH faxe 3abbl, KakK JOJro OH
cpaxaricsi. B 6eCKOHEeUHBIX BOMHAX OH BU[EJ THICSYYU BPAroB U caMble IPUYY/IUBEIE CTUIIU 6051, YTO
[leNiajio ero IPaKTUYeCKU HeloOequMEBIM.



— Brnaromapio 3a mMoxXBajy ¥ 3a TO, YTO IIO3BOJIUIM MHE ITePEBECTH OyX, — BaiiusHe fu ycrmokousia
IbIXaHWe, TOTOBSICh K HOBOMY payHAY, ¥ CHOBa Opocuiach B GOW. ..
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