B necHyto yanty, mpuxkuMas K TPyOu 30HT C Y30pOM ITHIBYIIUX 0071aK0B, OexKajla KpacaBulla B
U3SIIHOM 0eJI0M KUMOHO. BHE3aImHO MPOCTPAHCTBO Mepef Hel UCKA3uI0Ch, ¥ U3 pPa3jioMa BEIIETE]
OTPOMHBIN XKeJIe3HBIN AIIMK Ha YETHIPEX KOIecaxX, KOTOPHIH, IIPOeXaB eIle OeCITOK METPOB, 3aMep.

— 3T0... 4TO TaKoe? HoBHI} BUM €KaeB? — MpOIIelTana AeByIIKa, C OaCKol MpUbInXKasach K
3aCTHIBIIEN I'POMAMHE.

[Iar, eme mar. OHa MMoOAoOIIIa COBCeM OM3KO0, KaK BAPYT ABeplia XkKeJIe3HOT0 SUKa paclaxHyIach.
VI3 Hero BHIIIEN MYyKYMHA B CTPAHHOM OfEeSHUHU, U JeBYIIKa ITOCIEIIHO HEIPHYJa B T'YCThIE KYCTHI.

— K10 3pmecw? Brixonu! 4 Te6st BuxKy! — MuH Xao, YCIIBIIIaB I0POX, BEITAIIUIT IPU3LIBATETb
nocrexoB CUHTSIHD U HallpaBUJI CKaHEP B CTOPOHY 3apOoCIiel.

Tam, IIPUTAUBIIUCH C 30HTOM, CHAEJId JEBYIIKaA.

— Tax O6BICTPO 0OHAPYXKUIH... — OHA TOPHKO YCMEXHYJIacCh, APOXKall¥MKU HOTaMU ITOOHSIIaCh BO BECH
POCT ¥ TYT e 3aMepJia, BCTPETUBIIKUCH B3TJISSAOM C XOJIOOHEIM, HO HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBBIM JIUILIOM
He3HaKoMIIa. JIUI0 IEeBYIIKY BCIBIXHYIIO, ¥ MBICITH €€ TIOHECTUCh BCKAYh:

*Qro! Kakoit kpacaselr! CIUIITKOM XOpOII, YTOOLI OLITH YeJI0BEeKOM... CTOII, eClii He YeJI0BeK, 3HAUHT,
ékait! Crpllllana, ogHa U3 MOUX IIPApOAUTEIbHUI] 3aK/II0YnIa KOHTPAKT C MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM U
IIPEeKPACHEIM €KaeM, CHeflaB er0 CBOMM CUKUTAMU, U He TOJIBKO CTajla ITPOCJIaBIEHHBIM 3K30PIMCTOM,
HO H... aX, 0 YeM THl ayMaelb, bait Mu! Eciu Ol 1 cMoria 3aK/II0YXATh KOHTPAKT C 3TUM KpacaBIeM, S
Obl momuuHUIa cebe 30HT-€Kast, a TOTOM BMECTE C CECTPEHKOM M MOUM T'OCIIOIMHOM 3axuiia Obl
IpuneBawyu... *

Mun Xao, IO Ha OEeBYIIKY, YbH IEKY IBIIANIA TaK, OYATO OT HAX MOXKHO OBLIO TPUKYPHBATH,
CKJIOHHUJI T'0JTOBY Ha®oK. He moHKMMast, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, OH MALIMHAIBHO CIIPOCHIT:

— O, TH B IOpsagKe?

I'onoc MuH Xao npepsall ee rpe3ml. [leBylllKa UCITYTaHHO BCKPUKHYA:

— Ioporotii... oii, HeT! MyX... ToXe He To! B 0011eM... TOCTIOfHH, 4... S B Topsigke!

OT 9TuX C/I0B OHA IIOKpPaCHEIIa elle CUJIbHEee. HabmromaBias 3a crieHo# u3 MallnHE KraHa efiBa
COepxXKHrBadlla CMeX.

— ObGasiHre MuH-KyHa IIPOCTO... II-II-I], — II0KaydaJja roioBoi Paigsn Maii.

— MBI, meBYIIKH, 3aKaeHHbE HHOOPMALIMOHHOM 3II0X0H, ellle MOXKeM fepKaTh ce0s B pyKax, a BOT
9TH XKEHIIWMHB APEeBHOCTY, He BUMEBIINe MUpa... 39X, — B3[JOXHYa Acakypa MUIOKH.



BpOHH O0CTaBallaCb HeBOSMYTI/IMOfI, XOTsI, BCIIOMHUB MuH Xao, 0071a4eHHOr0 JIUIIL B 6aHHOe
IIOJIOTeHIle, HEBOJILHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KdK €€ CcOOCTBEHHEIE IDEeKu IMOPO30BEJIN.
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— Ecnu TH B mopsigke, He Mora Obl TOJOUTH? X04y KOe-4TO CIIPOCUTh, — OapXaTHHIN rojtoc Mun Xao
KOCHYJICS ciyxa bait MH, 3acTaBnsis ee cepaie OUThCs B GeIIeHOM pPUTMe.

— O? O... — ba#t 1u ka3anoch, 4YTO OHa He UOeT, a IUILIBeT. [lomoiinsa 01uXKe, OHAa CMOoTJIa
PacCMOTPETH €ro Jyullle: BLICOKUM, CTPOUHBIM, B CTPAaHHOM OfieK[e, C UOealbHEIMU YepTaMu JIulla —
HaCTOSIIMN NeAsSHOU IPUHII.

— OTO Mo¥ TUIaxX... — Belanuia bail ViH, 03By4XB CBOM MBIC/IH, U TYT Xe B yKace Ipuxana JafoHu
KO PTY.

— l'ocoxka, g xoTen Obl y3HATh, KAKOM ceryac Iof... UKk Kakas 3To 31moxa? — MuH Xao
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI €€ PEIIUKY.

— ITO0 BTOPO¥M rof 9psl ByHcai, — oTBeTHa bait YH, pelus, 94To 3TOT €Kal, JOMKHO ObITh, CITUIIKOM
[OJITO IIPOCUAEI B IJIyIIX, pa3 3afaeT TakKue BOIPOCHL.

— [ToraTtHO... — MuH Xao npusagymarsncs. — A He 3Haelllb, KaKOW ceidac [eBU3 NIPaBJIeHUS B
[IsHBYKOY?

— A? — Bayt lu Ha MTHOBeHHUe OIlelnuia, HO ObICTPo cooOpa3una. Byoyuu u3 3HaTHOTO pona
9K30PIMCTOB, OHA 3HAJa JIETOUCUHUCIIeHNEe 3a MOpeM: — TpeTuil rof 3pel YsHXya guHacTUM MuH.

— fcHo, 1467 rop ot PoxpecTtBa XprucTOBa, — NOOBITOXKUI MuH Xao.

— Yro? — baut UH coBceM 3amyTanach.

— HeBaxHo. KcTaTy, 4TO TH 3[€Ch Aenaelb? — MuH Xao OKMHYJI B3TJIAA0M AEBYIIKY, BCIO
00IETIJIEHHYIO TUCThSIMU U BETKAMHU.

— 4... 1 6exenka... [1a, TouHo, OexxeHka! — baii UH 9BHO He yMera Jrath.

— BexeHKa B KUMOHO U3 IIEPBOKJIACCHOTO IIeJIKa, IIyCTh ¥ UCIIaYKaHHOM B JINCTBE, fa ellle U TaKas
KpacaBuiia? Koro Tel mbiTaelscss 00MaHyTh? — B3I MuH Xao cTasl JieisiHbIM, B BO3yXe II0BESIO
yOuMCTBEHHOM aypoX.

— Her, Hert, rocriopus €kail! — bait UH 3appoxana. B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa MOYyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak 30HT B



€€ PYKaX TOXKE 3aTpelieTall — CTpax InIpegMeTa OBLI maxke cuibHEe ee COOCTBEHHOTO.

*Tak cTpamuo! [Jaxe 30HT-6Kai Ooutcs! Crorm...*

CnoBHO 4TO-TO 0CO3HaB, ball MH mopmaBuia IpoXKb, OMyCTUNIACh Iepen MuH Xao Ha KOJIeHU U
B3MOJIUTIACE:

— YMonsio, ciacuTe MeHs ¥ MO0 cecTpy! fl roToBa CiIyKUTh BaM BEPOU U NPaBHOM...

— 9? ITouemy oHa BcTasa Ha KojieHu? — KuaHa, yBuUeB 9T0, BrIOpanach U3 MalliHHL.

— Oro, emie oguH €Kaii? [a erle u xKeHCKoro noja! — bait VH nopHsIa TonoBy, YBAOEB BHIIIENLIYIO
KuaHny, a 3aTeM U OCTaJbHBIX AeBylIeK. — W ux TyT nenas Tosnmna!

— Cama Tl €kaii! {1 — camasi HacTosIIas MpeKpacHas OeBylIKa! — Bo3MyTunach KuaHna.

Bai HH, He BEIJEP2KAB HAIIPAXKEHN A, JIMIINIIACh 9yYBCTB.

— I'nymas GenmoGpbicast HEYUCTH, TH ee 0 00MOpOKa [IoBeJla, — HeBO3MYTUMO Opocuia bpoHsi.

— 4 He rnynas 6enoOpricas HeYUCTh! — B3BUJIACh KaHa, HO He ycIiena oHa Opocuthkcsa Ha bpoHio,
Kak OblyTa cxBadeHa TskenmbiM KponmukoMm 19C.
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He60 Temuerno. [IeByIIKa B 4epHOM KMMOHO, BHEIIIHE 04YeHb [10X0XkKas Ha bait YH, yCcTpouB CBOETro
PaHEeHOTo OTIla B 6€30I1aCHOM MeCTe, pelllniia B OQUHOYKY UATH B TOPH Ha IIOMCKU CECTPHI U 30HTa-
ékas LlgupuH. 1o myTy oOHa BCcTpeTusa poHUHA baiusHb fAu. YcbiaB mereHarl 0 30HTe-€Kae, Au He
CMOTJIa OCTaBUTh NEBYIIKY B Oefie, a BO-BTOPHIX, OyAy4YX YBEPEHHOM B CBOEM IIPEBOCXOCTBE, pPellniia
caMa Cpa3UThCS C OTTAaCHBIM MOHCTPOM.

CnycTs HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsi:

— TBo¥ omBIT CTPAHCTBUM B0OOIIe HafexkeH? — X911 O9H, He yMeBIIas BHICIIEXKUBAThH JIIOJEH,
IOBEPUIACh ONBITHOM Banusnp Au.

— He BomnHyiicsi, MOl onbIT 6e3yIpedeH, — OTBETHIIA Ta, BHUMATENIbHO U3y4asi Cliefibl Ha 3eMIie, U,
yOequBIINCEH, YTO OHU CBeXue, ToMaHumna Xau ®3H 3a coboii.

— Xopomio, — X311 O3H 3aceMeHusIa ClIegoM.
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— Yto at0? Kak yausutenvHo! — baul MH cupesna Ha ciaJibHOM MELIKe, Pa3/JI0KeHHOM Ha 3eMJie, U C
moO0IBITCTBOM BepTefia B pyKaX yIIaKOBKY apMeNCKOro cyxmnaika. [lompo6oBaB Kyco4ek, OHa C
OrmaxkeHHOU yNBIOKOM mpou3Hecia: — Kak ke BKyCHO!

— ITO UHAUBHUAYAJbHbIHM PAIlMOH MUTAHUS, XPAHUTCS IBaALATh JIET, — MOsSICHUIA BpoHs, HaunHas
CBOI ober.

— KcTatu, 0 Kakoy cecTpe Thl roBopuia? — MuH Xao mogOpoCcua XBOPOCTa B KOCTED.

— AX, TOHHMaeTe... MO0 ceCTpy 30BYT Xa1 ®3H. OHa noxutuina LIgHEMH — 30HT-€Kas, KOTOPOTO HAIIl
PO[ 3ameyaThBall MOKOJIEHUSIMU, Hafesach 3aKJTII0YUTh C HUM KOHTpakKT. Ho riaBa ceMbu y3Hal 06
3ToM. f He X0Tesa, YTOOH CeCTPy HaKa3ajly, ¥ 3aKJIo4uia caefky ¢ LISHbYMH: OH fajl MHE CUJIB A7
nobera, HO B3aMeH s CTaJla ero cocymoM... — bali MiH ¢ rpycThio CMOTpesia Ha cyxmaek. — Ho 30HT,
KCIIO/Ib3YySl MO€ TEJI0, PaHUJI OTI]a U CeCTPy, KOTOPBIE MBITAJIMCh MEHS BEPHYTh. ... 1 BUHOBATa Meper

— Bor kak... — KuaHa, yKe foeBIlIasl TPeThIO IIOPLKIO, Kano0HOo mocMoTpesa Ha MuH Xao. Tor,
B3[OXHYB, NOCTAJI U3 IPU3LIBATEIS ellle ONUH [TaKeT U OTHal eu.

— Kuana, Hy TH ¥ IpoxkopnuBasi... U kak Tebe ymaeTcs coOXpaHaTh Takyio Gurypy? 3aBumyio, —
Acakypa Muioky, He pa3 BUAeBIIas anneTuT KuaHbl, He IepecTaBaia YOUBIATLCA. BcioMuHas
akapemuio Yuba [o nageHus, roe OEeBYIIKYM MOPUIK ce0s TOJI0AOM pafgy CTPOMHOCTH, OHA IIOHKUMANa,
yT0 MX OBl yIap XBaTWUJI IIPU BUMIe TAaKOU KapPTUHHIL.

— Xe-xe-xe... — 6e33a00THO paccMmesinack KuaHa.

— Yro6rl moamepxkuBaTh GopMy, He 06s13aTeIbHO IoJIofaTh. [JJOCTAaTOYHO YMEePEeHHHBIX Harpy30K, Kak
menato s, — PaiiaH Mal pelnuia MofenuThCs ceKpeToM. — OOBIYHO 51 MPAKTUKYIO CEMENHBIN CTHUITh
dbextoBanusg — CTUIIbL OMHOTO Me4da boi4sHk...

— IMoromu, Ctunb omHOT0 Meda balusHb — 9TO MOSI aBTOPCKAs IIKOJIA, C Yero OBl OHA CTasla Ballen
CeMerHOU? — peyb M3y IIpepBaJl roja0c OeBYIIKY, BLICKOYUBILIEX U3 JIECHOX Yallld.

Paiiman Maii oOepHynach. [lepen Hell cTOsiIa BOUTEIbHUIIA B JIETKOM focIexe, 100Ke U3 MJIaCTHH,
YepHBIX YyJIKax ¥ C Me4oM Ha mosice. Ho camoe rnaBHOe — OHa Oblla Kak [IBe KallJIi BOJHI II0X0XKa Ha
camy Mau.

— 9? IToueMy THI TakK IOX0XKa Ha MEH?

— 97 IloueMy TBOSI BHELIHOCTH TaK I10X0XKa Ha MOK0?



O0e flu 3aMepnu B U3yMJIEHUH.

CnemoMm u3 neca BeICKOumiia Xou ®sH. YeuneB bait H, 0Ha HAaCTOPOXKEHHO IIPOU3HECHa:

— CecrTpa, 5 Hamwta Teos.
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