Jlerkuil yTpeHHUH BETEPOK IIEBENINIT 3aHaBeCH. MUIyMYIIIH, HalleBasi MO HOC, pacCTaBIIsija B
KOMHATe CBexXeCOOpaHHbIE I[BETHL.

3aigd B OaJbHUM [TIOKOU, OHA IIOAOLINA K JepeBIHHOMY IKa(UuKy, I'Ae jJexkKal IapuyoBhi QyTiaap, U
THXO0 3aT0BOPHUJIA, CJIOBHO 0Opaliasich K HEBUAUMOMY COOECETHUKY:

— Cectpuna BatidaH, Hy moueMy Tebe Munee OBITH IPOCTOM SMIMOBOY (HIIEHTOMN, a HE YETIOBEKOM?
JlexxaTh LIeNTBIMK OHSIMU B TEMHOTE IKada — Tocka cMepTHas. Brixonu, mourpaem Bmecte. Beé
PaBHO X03s¥MHA HET IOMa: UMIIepaTop BEI3BAJI €r0 BO JBOpeEl, u 60T 3HAeT, KOToa OH BepHETCS. [la u
rocrnopyH Xupomaca Kak IIPUABOPHHIHM HaBEPHSIKA C CaMOro yTpa Ha ciyxk0e. [Taaulmb, M03xKe OHU
IPUAYT BOBOEM.

Bo3ayx KOJBIXHYJICS, BCIIBIXHYJT YUCTHIHM Oelblil CBET, U nepen MULyMyIy BO3HUKJIIA XKeHIIMHA B
M3SIIHOM 0eI0M OfesTHUM 310Xu TaH.

— Cectpuna Baripan! — obpapmoBanack Muitymymm. — Tak BOT THl Kakas. A $I-TO AyMaJia, YTO THI
TOYb-B-TOYb I10X02Ka Ha MpUHIIecCy MEKH.

— Hy uTo THI, pa3Be 9TO BO3MOXKHO? — I'PYCTHO YIHIOHYTAach Ta. — MHI ¢ LluHIyaHb 4acTo
IPUHUMAaK e€ 00/IMK U 3aMEeHSIIU TOCIOXKY, Korfa Tpe6oBasoch, HO pa3Be CIyKaHKaM IIOf CUITY
TIOBTOPHUTH BEJIMYME ¥ TPALMI0 HCTUHHOM IPUHIIECCH? BIIpoyeM, MUD CIIEM U TJIYI, Pa3HUIBI HUKTO
He 3aMedvall.

— U Bcé ke cnacubo Tebe 3a MPOLIIEIM pa3, — MATKO IIpou3Hecaa Munymymu. — Eciu Ovl He TBOS
TIOMOIITb, XO3SIUHY IIPUILIIOCH OBl HECIaOKOo.

— TlonHo, He cTouT GraromapHoOCTeH. f cenasna 3TO NMUITL pagu Moel MpuHilecCh. Kak-HUKaK, TBOU
XO035IMH ¥ TOCII0XKa COYeTaIuCh COI030M B 0OUTENN KOIIaYybUX TYXOB.

— Cectpuna baiidhaH, ocTaBalicg y Hac, KHUBU CIIOKOWHO, — TEIJIO Ipeaioxuna Muiymymu. — Harn
X03SHH 0YeHb NoOP K CBOUM CHUKHTaMM, O0MKAaTh HE CTAHET.

— To6p? — Baiidan roprKo yCMeXHYIach, ¥ €€ T1a3a Momo3pUTeNbHO 3abnectenu. — CKaxKellb
ToxKe. YToOHl BHIBEATh, KTO TaKas MOS IIPHUHIIECCA, OH 0e3 TeHW COMHEHMS II0XKepPTBOBAJI TOOOM. ..
Hamra rocmoza Opina He Takoit. OHa caMa oby4asia HaCc Yapo#etCTBY, UTPe B I'0, BIaIEHUIO MEYOM...

Cres3a CKaTHUIACh 110 e€ OJIegHOH IIeKe.

— B TOT pas s cama BhI3BasaCh IOMOYb, XO35IMH TYT HU IIpu 4€M. He nayus, cectpulia. Beas
IIpUHIIECCE cerdyac ropas3fo JIydle, 4yeM Ipexye, BEPHO?

— [la, BepHO. HykHO papmoBaThCs, Beb PSAAOM C Hell BepHas LluHmyaHb. M Bcé Xe... MHe KaXeTcs, 5
eit OosTbIlle He Hy>KHa, — B3[OXHYyNa bandaH.



— I'mynocTu. 91 Bepio, 4YTO HACTYIIUT IeHb, U BBl CHOBa OymeTe BMecTe. [laBal jydiie o xoporieM? A
IaBHO XOTeJjla CIIPOCUTE: 3a Kakue 3aciyru uMmnepatop Benukoy Tan maposan npunnecce Méexu
TUTYJ1 XpaHUTEIbHUIE ['ocygapcTsa?

— O, Tax TH 00 3TOM? — nu10 balihaH MIrHOBEHHO IIOCBETIIENIO, 03aPUBIINCH HEXKHBIMHU
BOCIIOMUHaAHUSIMU 0 JaneKou pouuHe. — Hy xopoio, cioymai. Pacckaxy Tebe Kak 3eMIIsTUKe.
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310 CJIYUIMJIOCh I'OI Ha3a, B CaMOM Ha4aJieé BEeCHEI, KOI'Ja HepBBIfI TEIIJTBIN BeTepP TOJIbKO-TOJIBKO
CHUJIMJICS COTHATh C 3€MJIA OCTAaTKH 3UMHEH CTyXKH.

B YannwaHe, ctonuile Benuko# TaH, B moMecThe puHIla JIu 1japuiio HeOwBanoe BonHeHne. CaM
X035IMH IoMa MeTaJIiCs II0 BHYTPeHHEMY IBOPY, He Haxops cebe mecTa oT TpeBord. OH Tak I1yb0KO
TIOTPY3UJICS B CBOM 0€3pafOCTHEIE JYMBI, YTO JakKe He 3aMeTHJI, KaK K HeMy THUXO IIOfOIIIIa ero
cymnpyra, npuHiecca [I9HbCAHbB.

— IToporoi#i, 0T4ero Tl Tak B3BOJIHOBAH? — MSTKO CIIpOCHUJIa OHA, ITOJIOKUB PYKY €My Ha IJied0. —
YT0-TO CTPSICIOCH?

— Ax, [TaHBCSHB, ecyu OBl TH TOJIBKO 3Hajla, — COKPYIIEHHO B3[OXHYII MpUHI. — CeTromgHs BO OBOPEI]
npu6s npuni FOcyd u3 ganékoro xanudara ¢ opuliraIbHEIM BU3UTOM.

— Ho kakoe HaMm fie1o mo 3aMOpPCKOTro rocTs?

— B ToM-TO 1 Gefa, 4TO 9TOT YyKe3eMell ep3HyJI MpocuTh y Ero BenrnyecTBa pyku OOHOW U3 HAIIUX
IIPUHIIECC.

— U Tonbko-TO? YV Halllero uMIiepaTropa HemMasno cecTép. Kakyio ke *MeHHO OH BeIOpan?

— Harner TpeOyeT H1¥ MHOTO HH MaJlo — CaMyl0 IPeKPACHYI0 IEeBYIIKY U3 BCETO UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO
pora.

— Kaxpmas u3 Halmx MprHIlecC IpeKpacHa KaK BeCEHHUM I[BETOK, — JIaCKOBO YIILIOHYIach
[TaubCSHb.

— Pasymeertcs. MmnepaTop MpeacTaBUil eMy 3HATHHIX IEBHUI, HO 3aMOPCKHUI TOCTh JIUIIb
BLICOKOMEPHO KayaJl TOJI0OBOM ¥ TBEPHOMII, YTO CPEOH HUX HET TOH, 3a KeM OH SIBUJICS.

— Heyxenu? KT0 XKe IIeHUI ero cepaie?



— Ax, goporasd Mod... JT1O0T HpOfIJZ[OX& 3adBHUJI, 9TO UIIET TY HeﬁeCHy'IO JEBY, KOTOPAA B IIPOIIJIOM I'OOY
Ha 1o0uee BI[OBCTBYI-OH.IGFI HUMIIEPaTPUIbI UCIIOTHAJIA TaHeIl paI[y}KHOfI u HepbeBOfI OoeKIhbI.

— Ha o6umnee?.. ITocToii, HO BeOb 3TOT TaHel] TaHIleBasia Halla MExu.

— O toM u peyb. Ecnmu ummepaTop YCTYIUT €ro JoMOoraTeIbCTBaM, MO0 HeHarIAAHYI0 A0Yb YBE3YT
Ha Kpaii cBeTa, B 9TH OeckpaliHue mecku. & aToro He monyury. Ham Hy>KHO HeMeIJIEHHO COCBAaTaTh
Méxku 3a Koro-HuOyab U3 HAIIMX, TOT7la 3aMOPCKOMY XKEHUXY MPUAETCS yOPaThCsi BOCBOSICH HU C YEM.

— INonHo Tebe maHMKOBaTE. f Belb yXKe roBopuia: y MEKu ecTh Hape4€HHBIN — C3UMO3i, CHIH MOel
moporo¥ Ha3BaHoU cecTprl Ky3yHoxa. [JaBail mpocTo BrIGepeM 01aronpusTHLIM JeHb U OTIIPABUM €€ B
XsMaH-K€, MyCTh MPa3IHYIOT CBAALOY.

— IIgHBCSHB, ONISTH TH 3a CBOE. B Kakyio-To I/TyxoMaHb, Ha 3TH fajékue ocTpoBa? Hu 3a uTo. Most
IleBOYKa OCTaHeTCs [oMa, I10fijle POAUTENeH.

— IIycth MEKU caMa peuIuT CBoI0 Cyas0y. 3ax0odeT U OHa 3aMyXK 3a CaliMas — e€ BoJid. A BOT OT
HACTHIPHOTO TIPUHIIA JeWCTBUTENILHO Topa U36aBUThCS, U YEM CKOPEE, TeM JTyUIIle.

— Jlerko cka3aTb. OTOT Harjeln FOcyd rpo3uTcs mouTH BOMHOM, €CJIU MOTYy4YUT 0TKa3. OH IIPUBES C
c000¥ XKYTKYI0 IUKOBUHY — OTPOMHBIH NyK, «[ToTpsicatomuii Hebeca», BeCOM B THICSUY II3UHEHN, U
IIPEJJI0KUII CIIOP: ITyCTh Halli 60raThIPU COCTSI3al0TCS B CUJIE C €T0 BOMHAMHU. EC/IM HaIllU yCTYIAT,
cynb0a Hallel [eBOYKY IIpefpelIeHa...

[TpuHL JI¥ COKPYIIEHHO ITOKaYal IT'OJI0BOM.

— BoT 0OHO Kak... — IIpUHIOECCa 3aJyM4YUBO ITPUAIYPHUIIACE.
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TeM BpeMeHeM B ITOKOSIX IIPUHIIECCH MEKM OBIIO TUXO0. BAPYT U3 0KHa 6€33BYyYHO CKONNb3HYJIa TEHb.
9TO0 OBITT CTATHHIM I0HOIIA B O6JIOCHEKHEIX OfeKaaX, HeOpexKHO NepKaBIIui B PyKax QIIeHTy u3
6enoro HegpuTa.

— Kr0 31€ech? — rpo3HO CIIpocHiIa CUAEBIIAs y 3ePKajia AeBYIIKa B POCKOLIHOM IIIaThe.

— Cmoko#HO, 3T0 s, — 6e103y60 yIEIOHYICS TOCTh, 000paYUBasCh K IPEeJaHHOW CUKUTAaMU 110 UMEHHU
LIunanyaHs.

— Ox, rocmoxa, HAKOHEII-TO BEI BEPHYIINCE. EH.Ie HEeMHOTI'0, B CJIIy4HnJiaCh OBl HeIllolIpaBuMad 68)18., —
B3OOXHYJIa MHHUMaA{ IIPUHIECCA.



OHa KpyTaHy/lach Ha MeCTe, ¥ e€ HapsOHbIH yOOP OCHITIAICST UCKPAMH, SIBUB IIPOCTYIO 3€TIEHYI0
OIeX[Y CITy?KaHKH.

— Hy u 410 3a nepemnonox? — ycMexHycs 1oHoIna. M3 6enoit HehpuToBoi (HIeHTH B €r0 pyKax
COTKaJach elllé oOfiHa CiyKaHKa — To Obliia BepHasd balidaH. — Thl TYT Kyllasach B POCKOIIIH,
n3o0paxas rocloxy, 1 ele Ha 4TO-TO XKalyenrscsa? HeyKTo cTapelii KHA3b PACKyCUJI TBOK 00OMaH?

— W Huyero He packycun, — QripkHyna Lluanyans. — [lomonyu nyymie, baiidaH, He Memau
TOBOPHUTH C TOCIIOXKOM.

— Cama nomomuu. ['ocmmoxa...

— [TonHO BaM MpenupaThCs, — pa3facs YUCTHIN, BIACTHBIN I'0JIOC.

BenocHeXKHBIN I0HOIIA OKYTAJICS MSITKUM 30JIOTUCTHIM CUSTHEM U SIBUJT CBOM UCTHHHBIN 00IHK —
mepeq Cioy>KaHKaMM CTOsIJIa caMa IIpuHIlecca MEKM, OCIEeNUTENbHO ITpeKpacHas U BeJInueCTBEeHHas.

— IIuHIyaHb, pacCKa3bIBal, YTO CTPSICIIOCH.

— locmoxka, ImoKa Bl CTPAHCTBOBAJH, B YaHbaHb MPUOBLI II0COM U3 [abHUX CTpaH — mpuHI FOcyd.

— INogymaenb, KaKOW-TO 3ae3XKuii BapBap, — pripkHyna badan. — CTousno u3-3a 9T0ro MogHUMAaTh
rym?

Méxu omapuia e€ MEMOJIETHHIM, HO CyPOBHIM B3TJIsiAOM. baiiaH TyT Ke MpUKyCHUila S3bK U
TIOYTHUTENIbHO CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY.

— OTOT IPUHL IBUJICS MPOCUTH ¥ Ero BenuyecTBa pyKu Hallley IPUHIIECCH], — IIPOOJIKUIIA
Hunanyans. — [la HEIPOCTOM, a CaMOy IIPeKpPacHOU BO BCEM IIapCTBe.

— Yrt0?! — Bo3MyTunack baidasH. — ITOT AUKapb MOCMETT 3aPUTHCS Ha HaIlly TOCIOXY?

— HimenHo Tak. OH IpUBE3 ¢ cOO0M OTPOMHBIIM JTyK HEOBIBAJION TSXKECTHU U BHI3BAJI HAIIUX BUTSA3EM Ha
cocTsi3aHue. KHs3b 6e3yMHO OOUTCS, UTO HAIIK TPOUTPAIOT ¥ Bac OTAAAYT yyxkaky. OH MecTa cebe
He HaXO[WT, pacCchijlaeT TOHIIOB B IIOUCKAaX JIYYIINX CUIadel.

— Ilep3kuit Harel, — rHeBHO colypuiiack bandan. — 1 ceromHs ke HOUbI0 MPo6epycCh B
IIOCOJIBCKOE IIOIBOPhE U IIePEPEXy eMy I'JIOTKY.

— TBOSI TOPSYHOCTH KOTHa-HUOYAb MOTYOUT HAC BCeX, — MT0Kaydaa rojoBoi MEéku. — Y6eii Mbl
3aMOPCKOT0 T'OCTSI B CTOJIUIE, ¥ BOWHHL He n30exkaTh. Thl X04elllb, YTOOH U3-3a TBOEH TTyIIOCTH



IIPOJInJIaCh KPOBb HEBUHHEIX mo;:[eﬁ?

— Ho kak OvITh, rocnioxka? Ecnu Hamum 6oraThlpy YCTYNST B CUJlE, UMIIEPATOPY NPULETCS YCTYNUTh, U
TOTHA...

— IIycTsiKH, ST MOTY IPUHSITH TBOM OOJIUK U OTIIPABUTHCS BMECTO TeOS B UX MYCTHIHU, — YIIPSIMO
Ooypkuyna Baiidan. — A yK Ha MecTe 5 Haiay Ccrioco0 U3BECTHU BCIO UX TUHACTHIO.

— Ox, HaKa3aHMe BH MO€, — MIPUHIIECCa CHUCXOAUTEIBLHO YIBIOHYIach. — OfHA TOJIBKO U JyMaeT,
Kak ObI KOTO 3ape3aTh, BTOpas APOXUT KaK OCUHOBHIU JIUCT IIpU Maseliiel rpo3e. He 6ecriokoiTeCh.
Y MeH$ ecTh IJIaH MOJy4Ille. 3aBTPa MOYTPY MBI OTIIPABUMCS BO ABOpeL. f caMa 1m1o3abo4ych 0 TOM,
4yTOOBI TOT IIPUHII ITOCKOPee yOpascs BOCBOSICH.
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Ha cremytoriee yTpo 30JI0THIE JTyYM COJIHIIA OCBETHIIM BEJIUKOJIEITHEINM HMIIEPAaTOPCKUM IBOPELI.
Méxku, ob6ayéHHas B MBIIIHBIE llepeMOHUaIbHbIe ONeXK/Ibl U YBeHUaHHasl POCKOIITHOM KOPOHOM-
(beHUKCOM, BeTMYaBO IIeCTBOBAJIA [0 MPAaMOPHEIM IuTaM. ClieioM 3a He¥ TOCTYITHEIMYU TEHSIMU
v LuHnyasb v baidaH, TpUHSBINME CKPOMHBIM BU JBOPIIOBLIX CITYKaHOK.

B rmaBHOM TpoHHOM 3aJie, 3ane 3010Toro JlyaHd, lapuiia rHeTyllas TuinuHa. mnepaTtop Benukoi
TaH Boccenasn Ha BO3BHIILIEHUH, €0 JIALO OBIJI0O CYPOBO X OMpaydeHo 3ab0TaMu.

HanpoTuB mpuaBOPHEIX C BEI3BIBAIOIIE-CAMOOBOIBLHEIM BUAOM pa3Banuics npulil KOcyd. CugeBmmi
I00aJIb IPHUHII JI efBa caepKuBaJl POKb, HEPBHO Iepedupast YETKHU.

— [Isimst, BCE U TOTOBO K COCTSI3aHUIO, 0 KOTOPOM IIPOCHJT HAIll IOYTEHHBIN TOCTh? — TJIYX0 CIPOCHIT
TOCyHapb.

— Bcé roroBo, Bamre BenuuectBo. OpHaKoO... — npuHIL JIu 3aMsJICs, He pelrasich MPOOOJIXKHUTh.

— O BeNMKUY UMIIEPATOP, — C JIETKOM ycMeKo# BMertancs KOcyd. — Hagerocs, Bafiblka CTOJb
BEJIMKOU IepKaBbl IOMHUT CBOE CJI0BO. Ecyu Balm xBaj€Hble O0raThIpU HE CIIPABSITCS C MOUM
TyKoM, 51 3a6epy Ballly TpeKpacHyio po3y ¢ Co6oii.

— TlognebecHas yYMeeT OepzxKaThk CJII0BO, — XOJIOOHO OTPEe3all UMIIepaTop.

[TpunIy JIu nuiitk 00peuyEHHO ONYCTHII TOJIOBY, MO HEDO 0 uyhe.

— YT0 X, IOYTEHHHIH KHS3b, Yero xke MbI KaeM? [Topa SBUTh HaM BaIllMX CHUIaYel, — IOTOPOIIHII
HOcyd.



C TSXKEJIBEIM B3[0XOM IPHHII JTH TIOQHSJICS CO CBOETO MECTAa M CHeJal IIar BIepés, coOupasich OTAATh
IIpHKa3 riairaTaln. Ho He yclen oH MPOU3HECTH U CJI0BA, KaK JBEPU TPOHHOTO 3aJjia PACIaxHYIIKCh.

— Ioknan Ero Benuuectsy. [Ipubrina npuniiecca MExku, noyb NMprHIA JIK, TPOCUT NO3BOIEHUS
BOUTHU, — 3BOHKO IIPOBO3IJIACHUJI €BHYX Y ABEPEN.

— Meéku? 3ayeM OHa 3[eCh? — YAUBHUIICSI UMIIEPATOP.

— O, HeyXKeJu Ta caMas IIpeKpacHas IeBa COU3BOJIMIA SBUThCSA? — rna3a FOcyda xuimHo 61ecHymq.
— IIpomy Bac, Baiire Benn4ecTBO, MO3BOIbTE €1 BOUTH.

— JluTs MOE, 3a4YeM ke THL... — B IAHWKE IIPOIIeNTan IpuHI JIu, 671eHes Ha rila3ax.

— YT0 X, IyCTh BOUOET, — B3TOXHYJI IPABUTENL TaH.

— Buyctuth npunIieccy, — pa3Heciiochk 10l CBOlaMH 3aJia.

B 3an, c/IoBHO colefas ¢ APeBHET0 CBUTKa HeOOXKUTeNIbHUIA, [I71aBHO Bouwta Méxku. Kaxnoe eé
IBUXKEHUE OHIIIano 671aropoCTBOM U He3eMHBIM U3siecTBOM. [1ofoiifsa K TPOHY, OHa CKJIOHWJIACh B
0e3ynpeyHOM ITOKJIOHE.

— CecTpuria, n30aBb HAC OT JUIIHKUX IIepeMoHui. [IprucaxkuBaics, — PagyIIHO MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP,
yKa3biBasl Ha IIOYETHOE MECTO IIOAJIE OTIIa.

— Brnarogapio 3a MUIOCTb, IPECBETIIbIM OpaT, — MSTKO OTBETUIIA IIPUHIIECCA U T'PAI[M03HO
OMyCTHJIaCh Ha CUIEHbE.

— MéKku... 3aueM THI MPHUIIIIA?.. — eBa CJIBIIIHO MPOJIeTIeTas OTell, HO J0Yb JIUIIL 000OPSIOIIe
YNBIOHYIAaCh €My ¥ CHOBA IIOTHSIIACH.

OHa NTETKO¥ MOXOAKOM MpUONIU3UIIach K CTYIIEHSIM TPOHa.

— Bparel1, 1o MOUX ITOKOEB [OMIEN CNIyX, OYATO TOCTY U3 IIyCTHIHU IPUBE3/IM YyIEeCHBIN JIYK 0]
Ha3BaHueM «[loTpsacarmuii Hebeca», coBnagats ¢ KOTOPHIM IIO[ CHJLY JIMIIB BeJIMYAUIINM CUTadaM.
[IpaBpa nmu 9T10?

Cocymaps MoJT4a KMBHYJI, €T0 JIMIIO0 OCTAaBalOCh CEPhE3HBIM.

— HWicTuHHAS mpaBaa, MpeKpacHas roCloxka, — XBaCTIUBO BRIISATUI TPpynb KOcyd. — ITo penuaiiiiee
COKPOBHUIIE, HATSIHYTh TETHBY KOTOPOT'0 He KaxkgoMy 60raThIPIO HaHO.



— Heyxenu? — npuHIlECCa YOUBIEHHO IPUIIONHSIa OPOBH. — Mol 0Tell KakK pa3 cobpa MydInux
BOWHOB [IJISI COCTsI3aHus. HO MpHU3HATHCS, MHE CTPAIIHO JTII00O0MBITHO B3TITHYTh Ha 3TO OUBO.
[To3BONKTE JTH MPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY?

— Meéxku, He npucTano 6;1aropogHOM ieBe... — MOMbITAICA YPE30HUTD €€ IPHUHI] JIu.

— Hy 4T0 BBI, IOUTEHHHBIN KHA3b, — NPUTOPHO yibIOHYICS FOcyd. — Kemanue cToNb mpeKpacHoOu
IIPUHIIECCH 711 MeHs 3aK0H. Pa3dyMeeTcs, moKaxXuTe e JIyK.

— Pa3 rocTh He BO3paxkaeT, MyCTh BHECYT JIYK, — PACIOPSIOUIICST UMIIEPATOP.

BCKOpe YeTBEPO KPEIIKUX 9Yy2KE3E€MHEIX BOUHOB, TAXKEJI0O OTOYBasACh, BHECIIH B 3aJ1 MACCUBHOE
OpyXKue, IMoKoAgIIeeCd Ha IIaPYOBLIX ITOOYIIKAX.

Meéku nopoIina Onuxe u OKHHYIJIa JIYK OI€HUBAIOIINM B3TJIA0M.

— Kakas HapsigHas Belulla, — MPOTSIHYJa OHa, Pa3T IsiAkBast YCHITABIINE POTA JTyKa CAMOIBETEL. —
CTONBbKO KaMHEeH [parouneHHbx... Ho y0ei MeHs HeOO0, He BUXKY B Helt HUUEero 0COOEHHOT0, KpoMe
KpacoTsl. [103B0NIbTE MHE TOMPO00OBATh HATSHYTh €€.

— OcTopoxKHEe, CeCTPHIIA, He MOPAHLCS, — IIPeJOCTEePET UMITePaTop.

Méxku nuib TOHKO yeIOHynack. He moXupmasch OTBETA, OHA CHeJlalla Iar Blepées, HeOpexkHo
IepexBaTHia TSIXKEJI0e OPyXKHUe JIEBOM PYKOM 3a PYKOSATH, a MasbllaMy IIPaBOM MATKO KOCHYJIaCh
TYTOX TETHUBHI.

«W 4TO TYT CJI0KHOT0?» — IIPOHECTIOCH B €€ MEICIISX.

XpyTIKI/Ie OE€BUYbH ITaJIBIEI KPEIKO CXKaJIh PYKOATh, TETHBA HATAHYJIACE...

— C yma comina.

— MEéxku, cToi.

— YTo 3a yepTOBIIKHA?!

[To 3amy mpoHECCS T'y U3yMJIeHUs U cTpaxa. [IpuiBopHbIe TTOBCKaKall CO CBOMX MECT.

[TpunIlecca maxe OpoBbIO He mMoBesia. OOHUM IIJIaBHEIM, TIOUTH HEOPEXKHBIM IBUKEHHEM OHA
HATSIHYJIa TEeTUBY OO CaMOTO0 yXa, COTHYB YIIPyTHe pora jykKa B ueabHOE KOJIbI0, a 3aTeM JIETKO
OTIIyCTHJIa. BO3[yX CO CBUCTOM pacceKjia HeBUOuMas cTpena. He maB 3aly OMOMHUTHCS, OHA



IIOBTOPHJIA 3TO EIIE pas.

Ha TpeTui pa3, Korfa OHa C JIETKOM yIRIOKOM BHOBh HATSIHYJIA JIVK, Pa3[daliCs OTIyIIUTEIbHEIN TPECK.
[paroneHHas 3aMOpcKas CTajlb He BelgepaKaa UCIOJIMHCKOU MOILIX JeBbl — JIYK JIOMHYJI IPSIMO
IocepenuHe, Pa3fieTEeBIINCE Ha JIBe OeCrosie3Hble MoI0BUHBL. OCKOIKN CaMOIIBETOB C BECEJIBIM
3BOHOM IOKATHUJIKACh ITI0 KAMEHHOMY II0Ty.

— Oii, — npuHIlecca HEBUHHO 3axJIoajia PeCHUIlaMU, TTIsiAs Ha 00JIOMKY B CBOMX pyKax. — Bparteti,
KaxkeTcs, S HeYassHHO CJIoMaJjla UTPYILIKY Hallero rocts. Kak e Terneps 60raTeipy OyOyT
COCTSI3aThCA?

— 9To0... 3TOr0 He MOXKeT OvITh... — FOcyd omapalieHHO ycTaBuics Ha 00JIOMKU OPYXKUS,
JIUIIKBIINCH Japa Peyu.

— 9X, CecTpuIla, BEUHO THI LIAJHIIL, — II0KAa4as T'OJI0BOM UMIIePaTop, efBa CAePKUBasi I0OEIHYIO
yneIOKy. — HMcriopTuia Takyio moporyio Berb. ['nsanu, npunt FOcyd celiyac pacmiadeTcst OT OOHIHL.

— JIuTs MOE... THL... Ia KaK Xe 3T0?.. — MPUHII JIu muirb 6€33ByYHO XBaTal PTOM BO3MAYX, IIEPEBO/IS
B3TJISIM C JOYEPH Ha CIOMAHHBIN JIYK.

— ITpocTu MeHs, BeIMKHH UMIIEPATop, 3a MO0 HEJIOBKOCTh, — IIOBUHHUIACh MEKH, U3SIIHO IIPHCEB B
peBepance. — OTell, He CEpAKUCH Ha HEPA3yMHYIO JOYb, 5 POCTO XOTeJIa HEMHOTO ITOUTPaTh.

— Hy nonxo, 4TO cenaHo, TO COeNlaHO, — BeIUKOAYIIHO MaXHYJ PYKOU IIpaBUTeNb TaH. —
Haka3rBaTh TeOs 3a U3NUILIHEee TI0O0IEITCTBO 1 He CTaHy. A BaM, moporoi npuni FOcyd, He cTouT
nevyanuThCa. B 3HaK Haled opyKOH! g BeJI0 OapuTh Bac JIyYIIUM IIETKOM U (paphopoM U3 HaLIUX
KJIaJOBBIX.

— Brnarogapro... megpocts Bamrero BenuyecTBa He 3HaeT TPAHUI], — BBIAABUI U3 cebst OTeIHBIN KaK
nosioTHO FOcyd. Ha ero n6y BEICTYIIMI XOJTOMHBIM TIOT.

— Kakas Kanoctb, — BeCEJI0 MOALITOXKUI uMIepaTop. — OpyxKue, MpPUCIaHHOE BaIlUM XaaudoM B
Ka4yecTBe CBafeOHOr0 Japa, He BHIePXKaslo ¥ c1a0doro MpUKOCHOBEHHUS Hallle# MPUHIIECCH. BugHo,
camou cymb0e yromHo, 4ToObI 9Ta MpeKpacHas Po3a 0CTalach IBECTH B cajax Bemukoi TaH.

— Bouctuny Tak... Benukas Tan ga npe0OyneT B BeYHOM IIPOLIBETaHUM, — MOHYPO oTo3Bascs Hcyd,
IIOCIIEIIHO OTKJIaHUBAsICh BMECTE CO CBOEU CBUTOM.

Ha ry6ax Méku 3aurpasa efjBa 3aMeTHasi, TOPKEeCTBYIOIIas yasI0Ka.

)%k



BeuepoMm TOTO ke OHS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Cafly CPeIy LBETYIIUX MUOHOB OBIJT HAKPHIT IBIITHEIA CTOJI.
T'ocymaps mpa3gHOBai mobeny B Y3KOM KPYT'y CEeMbH — BMeCTe C IIpuHIeM JIu, ero cynpyroi
[I9HbCSIHD M BUHOBHUIEW TOPKECTBA, IIPUHILIECCOM MEKH.

— CecTpula, CerogHs TH CIIacjia YeCTh Halllel UMIIEPUHU OT IPUTSA3aHUM 3TUX 3aHOCUYMBLIX BapBapOB.
4 Tpi0 3a TBOIO MYZIPOCTE U CUJTy, — UMIIEPATOP JINYHO MOJHSJ KyOOK C BUHOM, CaliOTys JEBYIIKE.

— Brarogapto, mpecBeTibi 6paT, — CKPOMHO YIIBIOHYIach MEKU. — JTH YyKe3eMIIbl BO3OMHUIIH,
OyaTO MOTYT IMKTOBATh CBOM YCI0BUS Benukoit TaH ¢ OMOIIBI0 KAKOW-TO IUKOBUHHL. §1 JTUIIIb
pemnojasna UM HeOOJIbIIoN YPOK, 0a0kl BIIpeab HEMOBAgHO OBIIO TPO3UTh HaM BOMHOM. [TyCTh 3HAIOT
CBOE MEeCTO.

— 39X, BEJIUKOE YIIyIeHHe, YTO Thl POJUIIAcCh IeBOi. Byab Thl My>KUMHOMU, HEe CHICKATh OBl MHE
TIOJIKOBO/II[a BEPHEE M 0TBAXKHEE, — COKPYIIEHHO B3MOXHYJT UMIIEPATOP.

— Hanporus, 6parell, — nyKaBo NPUITyPUIach NpUHIlecca. — Byab s My:KUMHOM, UX ITIOpaxKeHue He
Ka3ajoch Obl CTOMIb MO30pHEIM. Ho Korfa ux nydiiiee opyxKue JIOMaeT XpynKas JeBUlla, CIIeCH y 3TUX
KO4YeBHUKOB I10y0aBUTCS HAIONITO.

— Xa-xa. Y T0o BepHO. — 'POMOrIaCHO PAaCX0XOTAJICS TOCYyAaph. — 3a TBOIO IPOHUIATENILHOCTS,
moporasi CecTpHIia.

— Pas yx s cocyKuia TaKyi cIyxk0y, TO II0JIaraeTcs 1 MHe Harpajia? — 3aKuHYyJIa yIOYKy MEKH.

— IIuTs MOE, MOCTHIIUCEH IIPE TUI[OM IOCydapsi, — IOCIEIINI OCTAHOBUThH €€ OTell.

— OcraBb, Osaps. CeromHs Moel CllacUTeIbHUIIEe T03B0OIEHO0 BCE. IIpocH Yero moxeaellb, CECTPUIIA,
HU B YEM OTKa3a He Oymer.

— B TakoMm cny4ae... S X04y OTIIPABUTLCS 3a MOPe, B fanéKyio cTpany ®yco. [oBOpsAT, BECHOM B UX
cronulle, XollaH-K€, BULTHEBLIE Cafibl IBETYT HEONHUCYEMO KPacKuBo. X04Uy B3TJIIHYTh Ha 3TO YyH0
CBOMMH T'JIa3aMU.

— Yto?! B ®yco? — axHyn npuHL Jlu.

— Ho ImoyemMy MMEHHO Tyna? — PaCTepLAJICA UMIIEPATOP. — OCTpOBHaH TIylib, IIOJIHAA OJUKKUX HPABOB.
Ctowut nmu 6J'I&1"Op0I[HOfI IIpHHIIeCCe IIOABEPraTh cebs Takoi omacHoCTH? OCTaHbCS JIy4dIiie BO ABOPIIe.

— Ho Benp uMnepaTop maj CJI0BO, a CJI0BO IIPaBUTENST — 3aKOH, — IIpUHIlecca 00MKeHHO Hanysa
ryOBl, COCTPOMB Kalpu3Hylo rpuMacy. — Heyxkenu BeIUKUH Tocyapbh HapyIIUT CBOE obeljanue?

— Ox, nuca... Hy xopo1o, TBos B3sj1a, — paccMesiyica umiepaTop. — [lyTelnecTByd B CBOIO fANOHUIO.



— IIpemHoro 6yarogapHa, OpaTell, — CKJIOHKIIa TOJIOBY MEKH.

— Bame Benu4yecTBo, HO KakK e Tak... — 3a0pA4uTan OIpuHL Jiu.

— HMMmnepaTop MOUCTUHE MYAP U MUJIOCTUB, — MSITKO YIBIOHYIACh IpuHIlecca [ISTHbCSIHB,
yCIIOKauBalollle CXKaB PYKYy Myxa.

— 3aMeuaTenbHO. Torga 3aBTpa Ha pacCBeTe S OTIIPABIISIOCH B IIYTh.

— IlocToH, Kyfa CIeminTh? — IpepBa e€ uMIeparop. — Tvl — npuHIlecca Benukoit TaH, nuiio
Halllel UMIepuu. TBOM BU3UT HEe MOXKET OITh CKDOMHEIM U He3aMeTHBIM. [Iss.

— 4 cnywaro, Baie Benuuectso.

— 3aBTpa ke Ha YTPeHHEM COBETE S BeJII0 OTIIPaBUTh OQHUIIMaIbHOE NTOC/IaHue UMIIEPaTOpPy
Mypakamu B XataH-K€E. [IycTh 3HaAET, UTO K HEMY HaIlpaBIisieTcs Hallla mpuHilecca. OH 00513aH
BCTPETUTHL €€ CO BCEMU IIOUECTIMH, ITOf00aI0MKUMK BEJIUKOU JepxKaBe. [1yCTh MOCIENUIUT BO3ABUTHYTh
OOCTOWHBIM BPEMEHHHIN OBOPEL! OIS €€ TTPOKUBAHUS.

— Baimne BenmuuecTBo, He CIMIIKOM JIM MHOT'O YECTH IJIST MaJIeHbKUX OCTPOBOB? — YIIBIOHYJICS ITPUHII
JIn.

— HuuyTs. Hamra cecTpuila 3aCyKuBaeT JIy4IIero. S xamyro eif mpaBo UCIOIH30BATh MIOJIOBUHY
MMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO Bele3a. IIycTh BapBapsl BUASAT B HEW MOE JTMYHOe MIPUCYTCTBUE. HU ogHa XKuBas
[ylIa He TIOCMEET IIPOSIBUTL K HEeW HEyBaXKeHMUeE.

— Ax, OpaTell, K 4eMy TaKue CJI0KHOCTH? — MSTKO yIIpeKHynIa MéEKu.

— OTO0 He CJI0XKHOCTH, a TOCyJapCTBeHHAsl BaKHOCTb, — OTpe3aJl UMIepaTop. — MMmepaTop
Mypakamu JOJIKeH CKJIOHUTD I'OJIOBY Ilepef BenuureM TaH. A Korfa T BEPHEIILCS, 5 INYHO
npoBo3riainy Teds XpaHuTenbHULEeH ['ocymapcTsa.

— Hy uro T, OpaTel, mpaBo, He CTOUT...

— Emé kak crouT. Thl — Hallla OTIOpa ¥ IUT, — TEIJI0 YILIOHYICS TOCYydaph.

[Tpunnecca [I9HBCSHL TUXO PafioBajach Ipo ceds:

«BoT u mamHO. Most meBoYKa OTIPABUTCS B X9MaH-KE U HAKOHEIl BCTPeTuTcs co CarimaeM. CecTpuiia
Ky3yHoxa, Hallle 3aBETHOe XKeJlaHhe CKOPO UCIOIHUTCH. .. »



Tennei Be‘-IepHI/IfI BeTep IIejieCTell JINCTBOM, YHOCH IIPOYb OCTATKHN THEBHOMU TPEBOTH U OCTABJIIAA
JINIIb CJIaJOCTHOE IIPEOBKYIIEHHE GYI[YU.IGT'O.
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3aKOHYHUB CBOM pacckas, baiihan cMaxHyna HabexkKaBIIyiO CIe3y.

— Kaxk ke g TOCKYIO 110 TeM CJIaBHBIM BpeMeHaM, KOTrfia Mbl BCIO[Iy CJIeIOBaii 3a IIPUHIIECCOMH. ..

— Kakas YOUBUTEJIIbHAA UCTOPUA, — BOCXUIIIEHHO IIpomieriTaia MI/II_IYMYHII/I — TBOd rocmoxa
BOMCTHHY BeJIMKad KEeHIITWHaA. Bepb MHe, CeCTpulia, BbL 00s13aTEJIbHO BCTPETUTECE BHOBB.

— Cnacubo Tebe Ha fo6poM cioBe, MUIlyMyIiu, — rpyCcTHO ynbiOHYnach baidaH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT C YIUIIEI HOHECCS TIIYXO# CTYK [IePEBSIHHBIX KOJIEC U CKPUII TOPMO3SIIEro 3Kuaxa.

— O11, KaxeTcs, X035I1H BEPHYJICA, — BCTPEIIEHYIIaCh MI/ILIYMYH.II/I

— Hy, MHe niopa, — Bali¢3H nmaBHO MOKavasa I'ojIOBOM, OKyTasiach 6eJIof IHIMKOW U BHOBb
oOpaTtusnach B U3AMHYI0 QrIeiTy u3 6eoro HegpuTa, 6€CITYMHO CKOJIL3HYBIIYI0 00paTHO B TapYOBHIN

byTaap.

— W BEYHO THI MPSYEIILCS... — TUX0 B3OOXHYIa MUITYMYIIIH.

OHa aKKypaTHO 3aKphila mKa(uuK, MompaBuia CKIaKH IIaThs ¥ MOCIEII!Ia K BRIXONY HaBCTPeUy
3a/IMBAIOIIEMY [BOP SPKOMY YTPEHHEMY COJIHIIY.
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