— JT0 4, KOHEYHO, IToHMMat. Ho Benpb 5 BIepBele OTIIPaBUIaCh B TAKOU AalIbHUM IIyTh. Kak TOJIBKO
nonany B ['OU3HI3SIHE, HYKHO OyIET CTynaTh KpaliHe OCTOPOKHO — Maselias ourmbka MOXeT
HaBJleyb Oeqly Ha OTIa, Ha Bech KiaH JIuHb... — JIuub MoxXaHb Hafysa ry0wl, cTapasicCh BHITJISAETH
JKankoi u 6e33amuTHON. OHa X0Tesa 3alljlakaTh, HO CIe3bl HUKaK He XKeJlaJld HaBopayuBaThCH.

Huyero, 6e3 Tpyaa He BBUIOBUILD U PHIOKY U3 mpyna. Co6paBIIiCh C AYXOM, OHa MOJ] TPUKPEITHEM
IIIPOKOT0 pyKasa 00y1bHO yuunHyna ce6s. OT pe3koil 601u r1a3a TyT Xe HallOJHUJIUCH CTIe3aMHu.

['nsaps, KaK APOXKHUT 3TO XPYIIKOE TeJlblle, KaK TEKYT Cle3bl U KaK 0E€CIIOMOIIHO BHITJISOUT OEBYINIKA,
Jlueb BaiikaHb HEBOJILHO TPOHUKIIACh COYYBCTBUEM.

Y npaBpa, BTOPOU I'OCIIOXKE BCETO HeCsTh JIET, a IIyTh, YTO JIEKUT Ilepef Hell, yCessH TEPHUsIMU. B
caMOM fiejie, MHOTHE B KJlaHe y2Ke JaBHO PeIluy, YTO 3Ta II0e30Ka B CTONIMIY CTaHET OJis Hee
BEPHOU rubesnbio.

JIuup BalixkaHb, KOHEUHO, He ObIJIa HACTOIBKO CAaMOHAflesTHHA, YTOOBI BEPUTh, OYTO ee IPUCYTCTBUE
rapaHTUPYyeT BTOPOM I'OCIIOXKe IOJIHYI0 6e30macHocTh. Ho ee XKu3Hb MpuHaaiexasna Knany JIuub, u
OHaA HUKOTZAa He CTaBUJIa IOl COMHEHMeE NIPUKa3kl TJIaBhl KJlaHa — JIMIIL BEPHO UM CJiefloBaa.

Pa3 rmaBa oTgan mpuka3 J1t000# 1IeHOY DOBECTH [EeJI0 00 KOHIA, OHA, fjaXke He XKaJes COOCTBEeHHOMN
JKM3HY, 00s13aHa 3aIIUTUTL BTOPYIO TOCIOXKY 1 BeCch KiaH JIuHb.
Ee TOH cTamn 4yTh MsT4Ye, Y4eM MIPEKIE:

— Pa3 yx& BTOpOU rocnoxe Tak yrogHO, MOXKeTe 3BaTh MeHS BalikaHb.

OKa3BIBaETCS, TAKTUKA XKaIOCTH paboTaeT 6€30TKa3HO!

Jluab MozxaHb TopKecTBOBasa. OHa MOCIEIIHO BEITEPIIA CJIe3bl M, CMEHUB I'HEB Ha MUJIOCTE,
yNBIOHYTaCk:

— [IpaBpa? Torpa, BoiixkaHb, MBI MOXKeM CTaTh APY3bAMU?

— IIpy3bsiMHu...? — pacTepsHHO nepecnpocusa JIuas BarkKaHb.

— Ia, npy3bsimu! — JIuHb MoKaHb TUXOHBKO ITOIBUHYJIACH OMKe, YTOOB COKPATUTh AUCTAHLINI0. —
CMoTpH, MBI Be[ib TETIEPL BMECTe efieM B ['0I3bI1351Hb, OyIEM BMECTE €CThb U CIaTh, Thl CTAHEIh TEM
YeJI0BEKOM, C KeM S IIPOBOXKY OOJIbIle BCero BpeMeHu. Pa3Be Mbl He MOXKeM OBITh ITOApyTraMu?

— Ipy3bsiMu... — mpob6opMoTana JIuub BalizkaHb. B maMsaTy BHe3aIllHO BCIJIBIT PE3KUM, XPUTIIIIH
roJIOC HaCTaBHUIIEI BpeMeH ee 00y4yeHus: «Pab ects pab! Ecnu rocnoguH BenuT Tebe yMepPeTh — 3TO
TBOS ynada. He cmel, momb3ysack foOpOTO x034€B, 3a0bIBaTh CBOE MECTO, IOHSIa?!»



Ee npo6pasna gqpoxb, 10 CIIKHE CJIOBHO CHOBA IIpobexkasa 00k OT YOapoB MIeThio. JInHb BaliKaHb
TIOCTIEIIHO OTOTHAJIa 3T MEICTH. O YeM OHa TOJIBKO JyMasa? Pa3Be MOXKET TOCIOOUH APYKHUTH C
pabom?

OmycTHB r0JIOBY, OHA BEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY OOBIYHOMY XOJIOMHOMY U IIPSIMOMY TOHY:

— Kak ckaxerte, BTOpOH I'OCIIOANH, TaK TOMY U OBITh.

— ...Bauxa#ns... — JIuep MoxaHns onemusna. OHa He IIOHKMaJIa, YTO IPOU30IIJIO: TOJIBKO YTO BCE IIJIO
TaK XOpOIIO, ITI0YeMy BOPYT CTajIo Tak X0yogHo? OHa 4TO-TO cHelasa He Tak?

Vinu y miofen 3TOM 310X COBCEM APYroi 06pa3 MBIIIIEHUS?

Jlveb MoXaHb 0YEHb XOTeJIa IIPONOIXKUTEL COMMKEHNEe, HO OTYYXKIEHHOCTh, HCXOOAIIAs OT
cobecemHUIIE], He [103BOJIANa el 0oJIbIlle HaBI3EIBAThCH.

OHa u He nofo3peBasa, YTo, II0Ka caMa pa3MBIIUIAa Hafl 3TUM, ee CJI0Ba YXKe YCIIEeNH II0CesATh
3epHa COMHeHUH B Aylie JInHb BalKaHb.

[Tpomno 6omee momyMecsIia MyTH, ¥ KapaBaH IOKWHYI Ipefentl BnugHug Knana JIuHb.

Korma mpoiteccust ocTaHOBUIACh Ha OTAOHX B TeHH, JIMHb BaiiKaHb MPHHECTIa YNUCTON BOIBI U3
ONMXKaNUIIero Pydbs:

— BTOpo#i roCiofuH, BEIIEUTE BOMHL.

— Xopotio, cracubo.

YcnriaB mpUBLHYHOE CIIOBO G1aromapHoCTH, JInHb BalizkaHb Ha MTHOBeHHE 3amepra. OTmaB Gisry,
OHa II0f IIPEAJIOroM CPOYHBIX [el IIOCIEIIHO yAaluiIach.

JIluap MozKaHb HEBOJILHO YCMeXHY/ach. 3a 9TH MOJIMecsIa 61arogapsi ee yIopCTBY OTHOLIEHUS C
JIuub BalikaHb HAKOHEII-TO IOTeIIeTu. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KaK ObI X0JIOMHO Ta HM CMOTpPENa, OHa
IpuAepKUBaIach OMHOTO MIPUHIKUIIA: 0€CCTHICTBO — BTOPOe cyacThe! HykKHO 1e3Th Hanposom!

— Boiixkans, a roe MbI certyac? — MoxXaHb, CUIST Y Kpas KapeTsl ¢ GIsATor B pyKax, orjsaena
0eCKOHeYHBIe TOPHBEIE XPeOTH M 3apOCIIM COPHSIKOB KpyroMm. HacTosmas riyrs!

— JToKnaabBa0 BTOPOMY TOCIIOAMHY: OO0 TEMHOTH MBI foOepeMcs [0 ropofa LIuHuXKOYy.

Bcero nonmecsia... a BIepenu ellle [IBa C IOJIOBUHOM Mecsla nyTu. 2KU3Hb B KapeTe — 3TO Xe
HEeBBHIHOCHMas CKyKa!



Kpome kak mpa3uuts JIuas Baikans, fenaTs ObIO COBEPIIEHHO HEYETO.

Jlvap MoxXaHb B3[JOXHYJIa ¥ JIETOHBKO YOapuiach rojIoBOX O OBEpHOU npoeM. [1o 3aKoHaM XaHpa, B
TaKOM TNymu 06513aTeIbHO JOJIXKHO YTO-TO IIPOM30UTH: MO0 HamaayT pa300iHUKY, TH00 MOMOIIIOT
yOuiiil, BepHO?

Pa3Bnekasch mogoOHLIMYU (haHTa3USIMM, OHa He MOTJIa He IM0XKaJIeTh, YTO 3a IOJIMEecsIla Tak U He
BCTPETHUIIa HY OOHOM [EeBYIIKHU, OxX0xKei Ha ['epounto. ['me ke oHa? OHa yXKe C yMa CXOOUT OT
OXKHUOaHUs!

Kak rosopurtcsi, He ObI7I0 OB CYACThS, 1a HECYACThEe TOMOTJIO. B 9TOT caMBIii MOMEHT BIajieKe
IIOCJIBILIAJICS CYPOBBIM OKPHK YaCOBOTO:

— Kto upet! Ctosath!

3aTeM paspacs I'poxoT, U npexae yeM JIuHb MoxkaHb ycreia 0CO3HaTh IPOUCXOAsIIee, IIPO3Bydall
OTYasSHHBIA KPUK:

— YOuiip! 3amuTHTE BTOPOTO TOCIIOAHUHA!

IIBa 3BOHA CKPECTHUBIIHUXCS KJIIMHKOB ITPOPE3aid BO3OYX.

JIuns BaukaHb, IPOSIBUB [IOPA3UTENIBHYIO PeaKLKio, BTONKHYyIa JIuHE MoXXaHb BHYTPb KapeTH! U,
COoepxKuBasi TPEBOI'Y, IIpHKa3asa:

— Hu B K0eM ciydae He BhIXonu!

Jluab MoxkaHb Oblna B II0Ke. JIUIIb CIYCTS BPpeMs, YCIIbIIIaB 3ByKH OUTBHI CHApPYK4, OHA TOHSJIA:
Yeprt Bo3bMu! TaM u paBaa youiitist!

Kpuku, morOCUBIIVECS CHAPYXKY, He JaBajlu el yCUAeTh Ha MecTe. I1yCTh IIPOLIIO BCETO MTOIMECHIa,
HO 9TO OBUIM JTIOAY, C KOTOPEIMU OHA JeJirfia KaXKObK OeHb. A BaliKaHb... KaK OBl BRLICOKO HU

OT3HIBAJICS O Hel cTapuk JIuHb, et Bedb BCEr0 ABeHAMIaTh J1eT. Heyxkenu oHa crpaBuTcs B 6010? He
nocTpagaet JIu?

Yewm Gosbllle OHA JyMana, TeM TPeBOXKHee CTaHOBUJIOCH Ha Aylle. BcmoMHuB B3rnsapn JIuHe BalikaHb
— XOJIOIHBIN, HO ITOJTHBIM CKPHITOM 3a060Th, — JIMHb MoXaHb He BeigepxkKana. OHa TUXOHBKO
IOJKpasach K 3aHaBeCKe, JKeJjlas XOTh OMHUM T'JIa3KOM B3TJISHYTh Ha 1oJie 605,

Ho BHe3amHo OCTPHIM KIMHOK ITPOH3WI TKaHb ¥ IIPOJIETENl B MUJUIUMETPE OT ee Hoca.

C TPECKOM 3daHaBe€CKa PACIIOJI3JIaCh, OTKPHEIBASA BHU]I Ha IIPOUCXOOsAIEe BHYTPH.



JIuas MoKaHb HAaKOHEI] YBU/IeJIa HallafaBIINX: BCe B YEPHBIX HOYHHIX ONESHUSX, JTUIA CKPBITH
MacKaMu, YTOObI HUKTO UX He y3Hall.
MyxX4rHa, [epXkKaBIIui Med, ITPe3PUTENIbHO IIPUITYPUIICS:

— 3TO U eCTh BTOPOU CHIH reHepana JIuasg?

JIuab MoXKaHb BCKUIIENa OT SPOCTU U OTPHI3HYJIACh:

— Kakas BaMm pa3Huiia? Pa3 Bel 3HaeTe, 4TO 9TO MIOOY reHepana JIuHs, ¥ BCe paBHO CMEETe
HallaflaTh, 3HAYUT, TOTOBUIIM 3acafy OaBHO?

HamapaBmmi 3710Bele pacCMescs:

— 43K y cOmsKa OCTPHIH, 3KaJlb TOJIBKO, YTO [OKHUTD 0O Beuepa Tebe He CYKIEHO.

OH B3MaxHyJI Me4oM, LeJIaCh IPsIMOo B ropyio JIuae MoxaHs. ['115104 Ha cBepKarolee j1e3Bue, OHa

TIOKPHIIACh XOJIOOHEIM IIOTOM, TOJIOBA OIMyCTesla, ¥ OHA MOTJIa JIUIIh OECITOMOIIHO CMOTPETh Ha
IpUOIUKAOUTYIOCST CMEPTh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MajieHbKasl purypka MeTHyIach Bliepel, ¥ C TPOMKUM 3BOHOM Med4 YOUMITH ObLT
0oTOUT B CTOPOHY. JInHb BatixkaHb ycIiena BOBpeMs U 3acioHuna cobou JInHb MoxKaHb:

— l'ocnopuH, He 60HTECH!

Y6wuiiia He pacCepAUICS, a JIUIIE C JIFOOOMBITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEN Ha [EBYIIKY:

— JleBYOHKA HEMJI0X0 YIIPABIAETCA C METAaTEJIbHBEIM OPY2KHUEM, BOT TOJTBKO MdCTEPCTBaA Tebe He
XBaTaerT.

— Membie 6onrait! — u3 rnas3 JIuHbs BaiizkaHb BEIPBAJICS XOIOMHbIH CBET, CIIOBHO BA OCTPHIX
KJIMHKA. — [10Ka 5 XK¥Ba, TH HE TPOHEIIb MOEr0 roCIoAnHa!

OHHu OTHOBpPEMEHHO OPOCUIIMCEH BHU3, K KapeTe, U 3aBsg3au 00H.

JIuas MoxaHb, Tpufs B cebs Iocjie CMepTeIbHON OIIaCHOCTH, BOPYT BCIIOMHHUJIA: OHA BEMb
aKTHBUPOBAJIa HaBRIKM MacTepa opyxkus u Mactepa 60eBbIx UCKycCcTB! [ToueMy OHa [OIKHA
ITACCUBHO NPSATATLCA?

3a aTUMH JIIOOBMU ABHO KTO-TO CTOAJI.

JIuap MoxXaHb YKpagKON 0CMOTpeia KapeTy ¥ Hallllla Habop [Jis UTPH B ro. Pas Tak, nmouemy Obl He
IIPOBEPUTHL MOIIL HABEIKOB, HapOBaHHBIX CUCTEMOM?



OHa TalikoM B3si71a OfHY (DUIIKY ¥, HAallpaBUB BHYTPEHHIO SHEPTHI0, METHYIIA e€ B ONTHUKAMNIIEro
yOuiiiry. @urika mpopesaa BO3AyX C IPOH3UTEILHEIM T'YJIOM U, TI0IIaB B HallaflaBIIero, 3acTaBuiIa
TOT'0 C KPUKOM PYXHYThH Ha 3€MJIIO, BHIIJIEBEIBASI KPOBb.

PesynbTat nmopagosan JIuab MoxkaHb. C TaKUM OPYKHEM el 60Jibllle He4ero 00sThCs!

Brnarogaps nognep:xkke JInHb MoxKaHb CUTyallds Ha 1oJjie 6051 ORICTPO U3MEHHUIIACh. YOUMITEI HavaIu
najaTh OOUH 3a OpyruM. Bckope oHa yBupena, uto JIuHb BaiixkaHb U3 MOCIEIHUX CUJI OTOUBAETCS OT
TOTO CaMOro0 rjlaBaps.

Brino sicHo, uTo JIMHBL BalizkaHb TPOUTPEIBAET: JI00 B MCIIapuHe, T'yObl 3aKYIIeHH 0 KPOBH, OHA
mepaKanach UMb Ha YUCTOM BOJIE.

JIvap MoXaHb HE BREITEP2KAJIA. He Pa3nyMEuiBad, OHAa METHYJIa CPa3y TPpU (bI/IH.IKI/I B CTOPOHY
IIPOTHBHHUKA.

OTBeYeHHHIN aTakoy, youlilia OblJT BHIHYKEH ITEPEKITIOYNTh BHUMaHue. JInHb MoxaHb IelCTBOBala
OYeHb OCTOPOXKHO: OHa TIOMHMJIa HacTaBJIeHNe cTapuka JIMHS — 4TOOBI BBIXKUTh, HY?KHO CKPHIBATh
CBOHU TaJIAHTHI.

Celiyac OHa HU B KOeM ClIy4ae He MOI'Jla OTKPHBITO IT0OKa3aTh, YTO BllIageeT 00eBLIMH NCKYyCCTBaMH.

Korpma ocTasnbHBIX HallafaBIIuX mepebuau conmaTh Kitana JInHb, OHM OPOCHIKCH Ha TIOAMOTY,
TJIaBapio IPUILIOCh OTCTYMUTh, TPOPBABIIKCEH Yepe3 ci1aboe MecTo B 000pOHeE.

I'naps Ha Tpyns ¥ pa3bpocaHHble 10 3emiie GuInku, JIuHb MoxkaHb 3agyManach.

OHa He OBlJIa U3TUIITHE HOJIOBpPITGJ'[BHOfI, HO CUTyallud BREITJTIAOE]Id CJIMIIKOM CTPAHHO. [Ioka oHa He
MOTJIa IIOJIHOCTBIO HOBEPATE COJIgaTaM, eu HYXKHO OBLTO XPaHUTH TaﬁHy.

[ToaTomy oHa, 06XBaTHB [BE IIKATYIKH C KAMHSMHU [JI5I [0, C BUAOM IIOJTHOM PACTEPSIHHOCTH
BBICKOYHJIA U3 KapPeTHl. B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa «CJTy4yalHO» CIIOTKHY/IACh O IOTHOXKKY U BHITYCTHIIA
IIKATYJIKU U3 PyK, He3aMeTHO N006aBUB UM YCKOPEHUS C IIOMOIIbI0 BHYTPEHHEN SHEPTUH, YTOORI
GUIIKY pa3neTenuch Kak MOXKHO HaJlblie.

B omHO MrHOBeHUe BCe BOKPYT OBIIO ycesiHO pulnKaMu, a camy JIuHb MoXKaHb, ITafalollyio C KapeTsl,
nopgxBaTuia JInHbp BaiizkaHb.

B HOC ymapun TOHKUM, efiBa YJIOBUMEBEIA apoMar.
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