Baitan Mo KaHb CTONKHYJICS € BoIIpocoM Xyau JIu u BHe3anHO ocekcsi. OH He 3HaJl, 4YTO OTBETHUTb.
Ka3zanocs, mpenpipyliue Cj1oBa 3arHaiy ero B TYIIUK, He OCTaB/IsAsl BO3MOXKHOCTY IIPOLOJIXKUTh
pasrosop.

Xyau JIu 3ameTus, 4yTo nuio bautan Mo XKaHs moMpayHeso, U TYT XKe IIOHSAJI, 4YTO, BO3MOXKHO,
CJIMILKOM CHJIBHO Ha Hero HafaBuil. YTOOH pa3psaguTh 00CTaHOBKY, OH yJIBIOHYJICS U CKa3all:

— Hy nonno, He Oyab TakuM cepbe3HbM! f mpocTo momryTui. Pa3se 51 He ToBopusl Tebe B TOCTUHOM,
KTO {1 TaKoi? MeHd 30ByT Xyau JIu, s 3aK/MHaTeNb C KOHTUHEeHTa CI0aHbJIMH.

Xyau JIu cuenarn may3y U MOSCHUIL:

— ¢ okasascs B 3TOM MaJIeHbKOM MHpe IEMOHMYECKOr0 IyTH CaydaiHo. Korma s mpoxomun yepes
['poMOBYI0 Kapy Ipu BO3HECEHUH, CIIyYHIach HempenBuaeHHas Oema. S ObIT 1[EJTUKOM IIOTJIOIIEeH
OTpakeHueM ITOCIIEIHEr0 yaapa MOJTHUY U He YCIIeN NOCTaTh BaXKHEHUIIINM MacCHB, KakK BAPYT
Heb6ecHsi# [TyTh 9TOro Mupa 3aTsSHyJ MeHs ciofa. OH IOIPOCKIT MeHs 3aIUuTUTEL ero ChiHa
Heb6ecnoro ITytu. Korga TOT OKpemHeT, MUp IepeiieT Ha HOBLIM YPOBEHb, a I CMOTY HaKOHeI]
BO3HECTUCH ¥ U30ABUTHCS OT MyYUTENTbHEIX [ POMOBEIX Kap. ITO YUCTAs ITpaBaa, 51 Tebs He
00MaHBIBAO!

Xyau JIu TyKaBO IIOOMUTHYJ U IPOIOJIKUII:

— YT0 KacaeTcs TOT0, KaK THI IIOHasl B 3TOT MHD... XM, I MOTY PaCCKa3aThb. Ho cHauamna T OMXEH
BBITIOJTHUTE OJHO MaJIEHBKOE YCIIOBHE.

Bbaiitan Mo ZKaHb He 0TBeTHUII cpady. Ero cepple Tep3aayd COMHEHUS, CIIOBHO THICIYU MypPaBbLEB, —
OH [I0 CMEPTH XOTeJl y3HaTh, KaK OKa3ascs 37echk. Ero My4uso mo0onbTCTBO: KaKoBa Ccyabba
rocygapcTBa XyaHpmao? Belnu M yHUUYTOXEHH Bce Xoasuue MepTBelbl? M Kkak XyaH[ao CBsI3aHO C
3TUM MUPOM, Te OH TOXe BUAEIN 3TUX TBapeu?

Xyaii JIu, Bups KojmebaHusi cobecequrka, He Toponuncsa. OH 3Has, yTo baiitan Mo 2KaHb COT/IacuTcs,
Be[Ib ITpaBaa o XyaHaao Oblna A1 Hero BaxkHee Bcero. batitan Mo 2KaHb YyBCTBOBaJ, KaK BHYTPH
Hero OyuryeT Oypsi. BcmoMuHasi BpeMeHa, KOTjfia Ha IIeperoBopax B XyaHIao OH BCerfa 3aHKuMall
T7IaBHOE MECTO ¥ OBIJT ITOJIOH BEJIMYMS, OH HE MOT CMUPHUTLCS C HEIHEIITHUM 6eCIIOMOIIHEIM
[IOJIOZKEHUEM.

— XOpOI.HO, HO {4 He IIOCTYIINIFOCh CBOUMH HpI/IHLII/IHaMI/I!

YBupes, uto baiitan Mo 2Kansb cornacuncs, Xya# JIu yneiOHyICS — OH 3HaJI, 4TO TOT YCTYIIMT.

— KoneuHo. Pa3 MeHs Ha3pBalOT 1043Hb-1[3I0HL, 3HAUUT, S YeJIOBEK cJioBa. Ceruac B XyaHao BCe
criokoiHo, batitan Y u Jlo ®aiidaii MOKEHUINUCh — 9TO BENTUKOEe COOBITHE. A Te X0oOsgurue MepPTBEIh
MCYe3JI1 BMECTe C TBOeU repondeckoii rubensio. [lymaio, 9To feno pyk HebecHoro Ilytu sToro mupa.
ThI Bemb ObIT BETMKUM repoeM XyaHaao!

Bbalitan Mo KaHb MHIIb HACMELIIMBO XMBEIKHYJI, IBHO HE COTJIalllasiCh C TeM, YTO OH TePOH.



— ¢ He HAcTONBKO BenMuK. Eciu ObI HE MOJT Iepe[ MOKOMHLIM UMIIEPATOPOM, 51 OBl JABHO KUJT B CBOE
YIOBOJIbCTBHE, CTAB OOBIYHLIM KHSI3€M, ¥ He TPATHJI OBl CHUJIBI Ha 3a00TH 0 XyaH[ao.

Xyau JIu noHumarmwile KuBHyI. OH yKe BULEN 3Ty CeCuBOCTh baiiTan Mo XKaHs ¥ ¢ KaXOsIM pa3oM
OHa HpaBuiack eMy Bce Oosbiie. B 3TOT MOMEHT B ronoBe Xyal JIu BHe3aIIHO BCILIBITIA MBICIIh:
Konbiio Ciomu! Peguatitiiee COKpoBHIlle, JOOBITOE UM Ha KOHTUHEHTEe CI0aHbIIMH, IIOTHOE TalH U
Maruy, UCTovarollee IPUTATaTENIbHY0 JYXOBHYI0 9HEPIUI0, 0 KOTOPOU MeYTalT BCe NYXOBHEIE 3BEPU.
B kombIle o0uTamM 3BEPH, KOTOPHIE XOTh U He 06J1afaiy BeJIMKOM CUJION, HO yKe 00peny 3a4aTKu
pa3yMa Gnarogapsi 9TOM 3HEPTUHU.

Oco6eHHOCTD KOybIla CIOMM 3aKJTI04asach B TOM, YTO OHO ITOACTPAKUBAIOCh IO BOJIIO Blafesblla U
TI03BOJISIJIO COMlePKaTh BHYTPH KUBBIX CymIecTB. Y Xya# JIu TaM OBIIIO HEMaJio CUJIbHEIX 3Bepel,
O0NBIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPBIX HAXOAUIIUCh Ha CTaguu 30J710Toro fAnpa. OHU He MOTTIH IIPUHSTD
yeioBeYecKui 00/IMK, HO 3TO OBII0 He O6emoit — Xyaii JIu HaloKul Ha HUX [Ted4aTH, 3aCTaBIISIONIe
0ecrpeKOoCIOBHO MOOYHUHATECS. OH MBICIIEHHO CBSI3aJICSI CO CBOMM BEPHEIM 00UIIOM — BejibiM TUTPOM,
00J1aIaBIIIUM OIPOMHOM CHUJION U JIOBKOCTBIO.

Xyaii JIu mepenan mpuKas: peBpaTUThCs B 6emoro kota. OH 3Ha, 4yto batitan Mo 2KaHb
HepaBHOQYIIIEH K KOILIKaM, ¥ TaKOU ITOAapOK HaBepHSKa ero nopagyer.

Benwlil TUTP MOHST HaMepPeHHe X03s1Ha U B MTHOBEHHE 0Ka 00paTHJICS B 04apoBaTEIbHOTO Oej10ro
KoTa. OH COXpaHUJI YePTHl TUTPa — OCTPBIE KOT'TH U IIPOHULIATEIbHBIN B3rJAd. Xyau JIu ocTancs
IOBOJIEH. ITOT KOT OBII MOTYYKUM CYIIIECTBOM YPOBHS 30/I0TOTO fAapa, YTO B THICSYY pa3
IIPEBOCXOMIUIIO MECTHHBIX MOMAENTbHEIX MacTepoB. C TaKUM TeJoxpaHuTeneM 6e3omacHOCTs batitan Mo
2Kans Oblsia obecriedyeHa.

— Kcratu, bavtan Mo 2Kans, pa3 yX TH 30€Ch, 3aHUMANCI TeM, 4TO X04elllb caM. XyaHa0 0CTal0Ch
B [IPOIIJIOM, 3a4eM O HeM AyMaTh? — 9TH CJI0Ba yAapuiu no cepauy baiitan Mo XKaHs, KaK TSXKeJIbli
MoJioT. OH MPOKPYYHUBal UX B TOJIOBE, IIEITasiCh 0CO3HATh, HO BAPYT €ro ria3a 0J1ecHyIH.

Ou nons, yto Xyau JIu ero Bogut 3a Hoc! OH X0Tes y3HaTh, Kak IIonaa B 3TOT MUD, a Xyai JIu numib
3aroBapuBai 3yOnl. baitiTan Mo 2KaHb HaxMypucs, BHUMATEIbHO pa3riisaabiBas cobecemHUKa.
Heyxenu TOT geliCTBUTENILHO He 3HAET UJIM HAMEPEHHO YXOOUT OT OTBeTa?

JTuno batitan Mo 2KaHs moMpayHeso, Ha ry6ax 3aurpasa HaCMellTuBas yiabsloKa:
— f0Y5HB-1I310Hb, pa3 THl TaK YBEPEH, MOXKET, CKaXKelllb, 110 KaKOU IIPUYKHEe S 3[eCh OKa3ancs?
Xyait JIu HampsArcsi, HEBOJILHO KOCHYJICSI HOCA, ero B3risap 3aberan. OH OB MOMMaH C IOJIMYHBIM, HO

ObICTPO B35 ce0s1 B PYKH, PEIIUB Ha X0y IPUAYMaTh JIOXKE.

— He cnemu, Baiitan Mo XKanb. [Tpuunn uBe, — Xya#t JIu cobparscs ¢ gyxoM. — I[lepBasi: MOIITHOe
3HEepPreTHU4YeCcKoe 1ojie, BO3HUKINEE, KOTHA TH ITOru0 BMecTe ¢ XOOIYuMU MepPTBellaMu, TPoOuiIo
Oapbep MeXOy MUpPaMu. B TOT MUT, KOra TBOS gylla Oblja roTOBa pa3BesThesi, HebecHuil [TyTh
3TOTO MHUpPA 3aMeTuJI Tebs U IPUTSHYII CIofa.



Xyaii JIu 3amosda, BHUMAaTeIbHO Habmogas 3a peakiuei. balitan Mo 2KaHb HaXMypHUJICs, SBHO
coMHeBasch. Xyall JIu ucnyrascs, 4To oTepseT LOBepue, U IOCIEeHO oOaBuIl:

—A BTOPa4d IMIPUYKHA... BOSMO2XKHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO 4...

OH ocekcs, ITOHSB, YTO CaM He 3HAeT BTOPOM MpUYHuHHL. [lepBas Oblna IuInb goragkoi. OH
Kojie0ascsi, CTOUT JIM IIPOAOJIZKATh: €CJIM OH COJIXKET, ofo3peHusi batitan Mo 2KaHs UMb YCUTIATCS.
Ho ecnu mpoMOMYUT — TOT PEIIUT, YTO OH YTO-TO CKPBIBAET.

— Kakas BTOpas npuunHa? — BHe3anHo cupocui bautan Mo XKaHub. Xyau JIu B3gporuyin. I'nans B
ero IBITJIUBLIE IJ1a3a, OH IITy0OOKO B3MOXHYJI ¥ PEIIUTI PUCKHYTh.

— BTopast mpuurHa B TOM, 4TO S UCIILITHIBAIO K TeOe 0coOble UyBCTRA.

T'onoc Xyau JIu cTan Tuiue, oH 0TBeN B3rigf. bautan Mo XKaHb yAUBIEHHO 3aMep, SBHO He 0Xupnas
TAKOTO MPU3HaHU.

— Oco6rle yyBCTBa? — IIOBTOPHUII OH, OOMyMEBIBas yCiblIaHHoe. Xyail JIu KHBHYII, IIojlarasi, YTo
BEIPA3UJICSA JOCTATOYHO SICHO — 3TO OBUIO 3aByalNpOBaHHOE IPU3HAHWE B JTIO0BHU.

boaiiTan Mo 2KaHnb 3aMosyar, a 3aTeM MeJJIEHHO TPOU3HEC:

— 4 noHSI.

Xyaii JIu OQHAT I'Mla3a ¥ YBUAEI B €T0 B3TJIAe UYTO-TO CI0XkHOe. OH He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO IIOHST
BaiiTan Mo 2Kanb 1 moBepus 1u eMy. YToObl pa3psAauTh HEJIOBKOE MOTYaHUE, OH PELINI CMEHUTh
tTeMy. OH B3MaxHyJ pyKaBoM, 1 GeJiblif KOT, KOTOPOTO OH iepXkaJjl B PyKaX, HeXKHO IIOTJIafiuB,
npoTaHyn banitan Mo 2KaHto:

— 9T0 momapok mst Tebs. d 3Hato, 4To B XyaHmao y Te0s Oblyla KOIIKa, HO TY S BEPHYThH HE MOTY.
[ToaTomy Hatmen s Tebs 3TOro Kpacaslla, HafeloCh, OH TeOe TOHPaBUTCS.

CkazaB 970, Xyai JIu CMyTHUICS, IIOCIIEIITHO Pa3BePHYJICS U, IyTasCh B COOCTBEHHBIX HOT'aX, BhIOEXKAI
13 KOMHATH], He maB baiitan Mo 2KaHIo 11aHca 0TKa3aThCs.

Baiitan Mo ZKaHb ¢ yOuBIeHUEM CMOTPEJ Belien yxopsameMy Xyau JIu. ToT e HeyKIoxe,
CIIOTHIKASCh, ¥ faxKe 3a0bIT 3aKPHITh ABephb. [140s Ha 3Ty pacTepsHHyio ¢urypy, baiitan Mo 2Kanb
BHe3anHo npo3pen. OH nous, mouemy Xyaut JIu Ben ce6s Tak CTpaHHO. Bce ero meicTBus, €ro
COCTOSIHME — 3TO IIOBefleHNe YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPhIHM OKa3ascs JIUIOM K JIUIY C TeM, KTO eMy TTTy00KO
Hebe3pa3nuyeH!
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