KponuK, MpoMaxHYBIIKCh TPY TePBOM OPOCKE, OCKaIUII 3y0Okl, C KOTOPHIX KaTlaja TOI0JHAS CITIOHA.
MOIITHO OTTONKHYBIIKCH 3aJHUMH JIallaMH, OH BHOBb B3BUXPHUJI CHET ¥ CTPEMHUTEIbHO PUHYJICS Ha
moOBIYY.

[Ty CroHb yOUBIEHHO IPUIOLHSAT OPOBb.

«C yma OH co1IesI OT rojIofa, 4To Iu?» — MoJyMall OH.

Marbiin He cTaj OTCTYMaTh. BEITYCTUB OCTPHIE KOT'TH, TYCKJIO OJIECHYBIIIME CTabi0, OH MPHITHYT
HaBCTpEYy Bpary.

Kak BHISICHUIIOCH, faXXe CaMbIi CBUPENEIN KPOJIUK — He COIEPHUK NETEHEHIITy IYXOBHOTO 3BEPS.
Opuako Ha 9T0T 60 [y CioHb IOTPATHUI IIOYTH BCIO CBOIO U 0€3 TOT0 CKYIHYI0 JYXOBHYIO S9HEPTHIO.
Ou nmopo1en K 0e30bIXaHHOM TYIIKE, ¥ Ha MyXxJ10i Moppatike [lymka oTpa3unack Tpesora. [1asa
KPOJIMKA OKa3a/IiCh CIIONIL 6arpoBbiMu, 6€3 MajiefIero HaMeka Ha 3paduky, YTO BHITTISAEIIO
xkyTKoBaTo. lIly CioHb XOPOIIO IIOMHUJI TeX IBYX KPOJIUKOB, KOTOPHIX NoOBUT EIiHb: UX I'/Ta3a TOXe
OTJIMBAIU KPACHLIM, HO Y HUX OTYET/INBO Pa3/IM4aluCh 3padKy.

OH B3TNIIHYJ Ha TOPU30HT. [Ipu3payHas CHHSS Byasb yKe 3aTSHya U3PSAOHYI0 4acTh Heba U
HEyMOIMMOo npubnuxkanach K o3epy Bait. Illy Cions MennmuTh He cTan. CXBaTHUB KPOJIMKa 3a [JJIUHHEIE
YIIY, OH 3aKMHYJI €ro Ha IIJIe40 U [I0BOJIOK K BOfIE.

B 3acHekeHHOM JieCcy KapTHHa BHITJISIle]Ia KOMAYHO: KPOIIeYHbIH MyIIUCTHNA KOMOK, KOTOPHIHM caM
OBLT efBa U BBILIE KPOJIMYBUX VINIEH, YIIOPHO TalllXi/l 3a co00i orpoMHy0 TymKy. O3epo Baii yxe
BUIHEJIOCh BIIEpENH, Kak BAPYT 3eMis nop nankamu 1lly CioHst B3gporuyna. Tom4ok Obi crabbiM —
OOBIYHEIN IIYTHUK €ro U He 3aMeTuJ1 Obl, HO 71T KPOXOTHOT'0 3BepbKa 3TO MUHU-3eMJIETPSICEHUE
I10Ka3aJI0Ch BeChbMa OLIYTUMBIM.

[Ty CroHB TYT K€ BBITYCTHUJI YIIIU HOOBIYH, OTKATHUIICS B CTOPOHY U CIPYNIUPOBACs. [IpoKb 3eMIH He
IIpeKpaTuiack — UCTOYHUK OMTAaCHOCTH IpUOIUKajcs. M3-3a CIMHBI OHECIIOCH TSIXKejoe, HU3K0e
neixanue. [llepctka Ha Ilymke BcTana gpiooMm. He o6opauuBasich, OH IpuMeTui Onuxaiiiiee 6emoe
CKaJIbHOE IEePEBO, BHITYCTUI KOTOTKH U U30 BCEX CHII OTTOIKHYJICS OT 3€MJIU. B OUH IIPBIKOK
B3JIETEB HAa CTBOJI, OH JIOBKO KapabKaJjiCst BCe BHIIIE 110 BETBSM, ITOKA HE B300PAJICS Ha BHICOTY
HECKOJIBKMX METPOB, Tle U 3aTAUJICS B PA3BHUJIKE KPEIIKOI'0 CYyKa.

['nsaHyB BHU3, MabIII 00MKEHHO pa3my ieku. Ero 3akoHHYI0 HoOBYY, KOTOPYIO OH C TAKUM TPYIOM
BOJIOK U3 Yallly, yKe IIpuKasa janoi 6enocHexkHas BOTYHUIIA.

«9x, 3HaJ 66l — cpa3y y6past OBl TYIIKY B CHCTEMHEIH PIOK3aK!» — COKDYIIAJICS OH.

Ho Iy CioHb ObLT YUCTIONEN: BU OKPOBABIEHHOT0 KPOJIMKA BRI3BIBAJ Y HETO OPE3TIUBOCTH, U OH
IIpenoyes TallUTh eT0 BOJIOKOM, JIUIIEL OBl He MTa4YKaTh HHBEHTaph. Benas Bomuuiia, BIPOYeM, He
yIOOBIIETBOPUIIACH JIeTKOU noOsryeii. OHa BCKMHYJIA T'OJIOBY M YCTAaBUJIACh Ha CUAAILIEro Ha BeTke Iy
CIOHS TIOJTHBIM SIPOCTH B3TJISIOM.



[Ty Cronb ycescs moygo0Hee 1 6e3MATEKHO CBECUJT KOPOTEHbKHE JIAMKH, TOKAYUBast MU U3
CTOPOHHI B cTOpPoHY. benas Bomyuila sBHO o0lafiaia 3a¥aTKaMu pa3dyMa. CouTsl Takoe OBEJIeHUE 3a
Iep3Kui BEI30B, XUIITHKUIA OCKAIMIACh U IJIyX0 3apkiyana. OgHaKo 1a3aTh 110 IEPEBbsIM OHA He
yMmerna. [ToKkpyKHUB HEMHOTO I107] BeTKaMH, OHa ITOJIXBaTHJIa KPOJIMKa 3y0aMy U CKPHIJIAaCh Cpefu
IIEPEBLEB.

[TpoBOOUB BOTYUILY B3TJISIAOM, TIOKa Ta He CKPHIIACh 3a oJIoruM CKyioHoM, 11y CioHb COPHITHYI Ha
cHer. JIummThest obena ObLIO OCAaHO, HO XKU3HB T0poxkKe. C ero HEIHEIIHUMY CUJIaMU Of0JIeTh
TOJIOOHOTO BOJIKA — 3afaya no4yTtu HeBenonHuMasi. K tomy xe Iy Cionb 3Han: Genas mKypa B
3[eIIHUX Kpasx fgejlaeT 3Beps CIUIIKOM 3aMeTHHIM, BHIKUTE C HEll HEBEPOSITHO TPYIHO. A 3HAUUT,
yueneuue Oeble BOJKY OBITY OMaCHENIIMMY XUIITHUKAMU 9TOTO Jieca.

Pemmus, yto yrposa MmuHoBaina, Iy CioHb nocnemun K 03epy Baii. CriycTs napy MUHYT OH MHUHOBAJ
nIocyiegHUe 3apociiy OesbIX CKalbHEIX JepeBbeB. HO CTOMIO eMy CTYIHUTh Ha OTKPHITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO,
KaK Ha Hero yparaHoM HaJleTell pe3Kuy IIOPHIB BeTpa.

Bpemenu Ha pa3nyMbs He ocTaBaioch — Iy CroHb HHCTUHKTHABHO OTIIPSHYJ B CTOPOHY. Ho
HarnafaBIINK OKa3aJCd Ha PEOKOCTh XUTPHIM U OIBITHBIM OXOTHUKOM. [loylarasich Ha CBOIO JIOBKOCTB,
KPOXOTHBIY 3BePEK efBa YKJIOHUJICS OT IepBoro Opocka. EgBa ero nanku KOCHYIUCH CHeTa, Kak
II0CJIEeI0BaJI BTOPOY yAap, 0TPe3aBIINy BCe MyTU K OTCTYIJIEHUIO.

HeBaTbcst 0o Hekyna. [y CioHb CTUCHYT 3y0Obl, BHITYCTHUI KOTTH ¥ Pa3BEPHYJICS HaBCTPEYY
oracHocTu. OrpomMHas macTh 6eJI0M BOTUMIIE PACKPHIJIACH IPSIMO TIepefl HUM — OH ITOYTH YyBCTBOBA
ee ropsiuee fgeixaHue. Ho B caMbIi TOCTIeHUM MUT, KOT/la YeJIIOCTH XUIHKWKA Y2Ke TOTOBHI ObLIN
COMKHYThLCS Ha €ro TeJle, 0TKy[a-To COOKY CTPeMUTEIbHON MOJTHUEN ITPOHECIach OTPOMHAs cepas
TeHb. MouHenmmit yuap coun 6emyio Bomuuily ¢ Hor. OHa OTJIeTeNla Ha HECKOJIbKO METPOB U C
TJIyXUM CTYKOM PYXHYJa B Cyrpo0, IIOAHSB LETYI0 Ty4y CHEXKHBIX OpBI3T.

Bomuuiia B3BBI/IA OT 0o1H, HO TYT K€ BCKOYHJIA Ha JIAllblL. Ona ocKasuia KJIbIKH, ¥ ee IIOJHBIE JII0TOH
371008I I'JTa3a YCTaBHUJIUCh Ha HE3BAHOI'O I'OCT.

[Ty CroHb OILIETOMIIEHHO 3aApall TOJI0BY, Pa3rIsgblBas CBOETO 3alllUTHUKA. TOT 0Ka3ascs CephIM
BOJIKOM — OT'PDOMHBIM, MOILTHEIM, KyZla KpyIIHee U MyCKynIucTee 06eylof XUIIHUIIE], IIYCTh ero MepCcTh U
BRITJIsAZIeNIa HeB3payHOo. Cephid BelMKaH HafeKHO 3aKphiI co0oi Manbima. OH clierka IPUTHYICS K
3eMJie, TOTOBBIY K IIPBIKKY, HO KJIBIKOB HE CKaJINJI, JIUIIb IPUCTAIbHO CIEIUIT 3a IPOTUBHUKOM
CBOMMU U3yMPYLOHO-3€JIEHEIMU IJIa3aMu.

O0a 3Beps IBHO IIPEBOCXOAUIIN OOBIYHBIX JKMBOTHHIX IT0 pa3yMy. Besbiii 1 cephlil BOJIKM 3aMepJIH ApyT
HAIMPOTUB JAPYTa, OLEHUBAS CUJIBI COTIEPHUKA.

[Tonp3ysace 3atuinbeM, lly CroHb TUXOHBKO II€PECTYNIUJI JIallKaMH, IIBITasACh OTIION3TH ITofaibiie. Hu
OIIVH M3 XUIIHUKOB He 00paTHII Ha HeTO BHUMaHUS — TO JIX OeHCTBUTENILHO He 3aMETHIIH, TO JIK UM
ceituac Ov10 He [0 Hero. [Ily CioHb yKe IPUTOTOBUJICS OATh CTpPeKaya, KakK TOIbKO OKaXeTcs Ha
0e30m1acHOM PACCTOSTHUY, HO CTOMJIO EMY CHEeJIaTh Mapy CKPHITHHIX IIaroB, KaK CEPHIi BOJIK, CIIOBHO
uMes TJla3a Ha 3aThIIKe, TOXKe CMEeCTHUJICS B CTOPOHY, BHOBb 3aKphIBasi €r0 COOO0H.



9710 pe3koe mBukeHue 3acTaBuio U LIy CioHs, u 6eyi0 BOTYHUIY 3aCTHITh Ha MecTe. MaJiblll Tak U
3aMep C MOJHSATOM JanmKoM, 605ICh IIeNIOXHYThCS, a Gelasi BOMYKlla MpUmasna K 3eMye elle Huxe,
yrpoxarolne ypua.

U_[y CroHb BCerga CYMUTAJl BOIKOB YMHBIMHU W PACUYETIIMBLEIMHU CTPATETraMHU. On Impeprojarai, 94TO
Oemnast BounIla, yKe mMoOBIBIIAS YIIUTAHHOTO KPOJIMKA, IIPU BUIe CTOJIb TPO3HOT0 COTIEPHUKA
IIPEANoYTEeT OTCTYIUTh. [la ¥ CepHIi BeIMKaH BPS[ JIM CTAHET IIPEeCIefoBaTh ee paau
6eccmbicieHHOM pe3nu. UMenHo moatomy Ily CioHb Tak CIemus yopaTbCs 0TCIOfA: eCNTA YK IIPOTUB
0eroro BoJIKa y Hero He OBIJIO IIAHCOB, TO OT CEPOT0 TMTaHTa U MTOIaBHO HE CIIaCTUCh.

OmHako guKasi IpUpoda OMPOBEPTIIa BCe ero MOBOAK. bemas Bomyuila, yCTymas B CUie, BHE3AIMHO
6pocunack B aTaky mepBoi. OHa B3BHUJIaCh HAl CHETOM, U B ee TJla3ax ropena GelleHasi, HEYyKPOTHMas
JKaxma KPOBH.

CHeXHBIE XJIOIbS B3METHYJINCH B BO3QYyX, KOI'Ta IBa XUITHUKA CIIHOJINCH B HpOCTHOfI cxBaTkKe. B aToM
OUKOM, 2KECTOKOM IITPOTUBOCTOSIHUU HE MOTJIO OBITD KOMIIPOMHKCCOB: BOJIKK OEPYTCA OO IIOCIIEOHETO
B3M0Xa, ITOKa OOWH M3 HUX HE UCITYCTUT OYyX.

Boii 3aBepImiics 3a CYUTAHbIe MUHYTHI, ¥ KCXOM ero ObLT MpedpelleH — pa3Hulla B CUJIe 0Ka3aach
CTTUIIKOM BeniKa. CeprIil BOJIK HOMUHMPOBAJT HACTOJIBKO, YTO HazKe BO BPeMs CXBAaTKH YXUTPSIJICS
KOCHUThCS Ha IIBITAIOIIETOCS YIU3HYTh [1yIKa. 3aMeTHUB, YTO MaJIbIII BOT-BOT COEXKHUT, CEPHIN BeJIUKaH
MT'HOBEHHO ITPUKOHYHUJII COTIEPHUKA, TepeMaxHyJl yepe3 Ccyrpod U, IpU3eMIIUBIIKCH psMo nepen [y
CioHeM, CMayHO TU3HYJI €T0 B IIEKY.

OT Takoro nmposiBneHus HexKHOCTU KpomeuHsli Ly CioHb He yoepKaJjics Ha HOTax ¥ LIIeIHYICS
3a0M Ha cHer. Ho He ycCIies OH UCIyraThCs, KaK OTPOMHBIM CEPHIM BOJIK Hadajl CTPEMUTEIIBHO
MeHSIThCS. [IpsMO Ha Tla3ax U3yMJIEHHOT'0 3BephKa OH IPUHSIT YeJloBeueCcKui 00ukK. Ilepen HuUM
mpencTan ero HanapHUK — EigHb. COBEPIIEHHO TOJIHI.

W BOT, 1Of CEHBIO KPYKAIIMXCS CHEXKUHOK 3TOT0 JIEASHOT0 Mupa, EIsHb ¢ aBCcomoTHO 6€CCTPAaCTHRIM
JIUIIOM HEBO3MYTHMO 3alllarajl K 03epy Bai, rie mpecrnokoiHo mogo6pas CBOU BeIly U OJHY 3a
OPYroY Hafesl Ux.

B wate TpaHcnsiuu Havyanock GopMeHHOe Oe3yMue:

— A-a-a! Kakoro yepta Bce 3auen3ypunu?! Ilokaxure bora Houu!

— Opy ¢ moppouku [lyiika, OH IPOCTO OKaMeHe!

— Bor Houu BenukoneneH! Ero Bomube 06nuube — mpocTo Moinb! Crnac Harmtero [Tymka!

— Cnymaiite, a ¢ 3T0¥ 6eJI0i BOTYHIIEH TOYHO BCe B mopsigke? M3-3a TaKOro KPOXOTHOT'O KyCOYKa
Msica J1e3Th Ha POKOH? BONKM Ke yMHBIE CO3[aHUSs, JOIKHEI IOHUMAaTh, KOT[la CTOUT OTCTYIIUTh, TEM



GoJee CTONIb PEOKUM 3BEPE.

— IIa EustHb IpOCTO He yOepzKanics u nu3Hys ero! YToOwl He Hamyrath [IyIika ellle CHUIbHEE, OH HakKe
3a ofieX0i BO3BpallaThCs He CTall, cpa3y 00epHycs yenoBekoM. Ho B uTore Bce paBHO IO CMEPTH
Hamyran 6egHOro Kpoxy, xa-xa! Jloruka Hamero bora Houn — 3710 HeuTo!

— Taxk Ilymok 3aBuc 0T 067IM3BIBAHUS UM OT ucnyra? Kakoi ke OH MUJIBIHM, KOTOa Tak IJIyIo
XJIoIaer ria3kamu!

YaT Oypsun. 3puTenu, TOIbKO YTO MTEePeXKUBIINE HEIIyTOYHYI0 TPEBOTY 3a Cynb0y Mallbillla, TeIephb
HanepeOoit 06CyKaanyu Kypbe3HbIl GUHAN 3TOM IpaMaTHYECKON CTHIYKH.

JInmpb Korga Ensgas nonHocTeio ofenics, Iy CioHb HaKOHEIl OTOMKHYJI YeJTIOCTH U, BO BCe T'J1a3a
TJISIAST Ha BO3BBIMIAIOIIETOCS HAJ HUM HamapHUKa, OpSKHYI Ha CBoeM 3a0aBHOM [€pPEBEHCKOM
HapeyYuu:

— T®I yo MeHs 00/113aI-To?

Eusiup Ha CEeKYHOY 3aOgyMalJiCs, paCLHI/I(l)pOBbIBaﬂ CMEICJI BOIIPOCAQ, IIOCJIE Yero C TeM K€ KaMEeHHBIM
BhIpazKeHHEeM JINIla OTBETHUIIL:

— 3amax.

[Ty CroHb 03agayeHHO OYecasl MaKyIIKy ¥ Cepbe3HO CJI0XKUJI TepegHIe JIAaKu Ha TPYOH:

— A, TaK g HEBKYCHBIH COBCEM.

Ha ceut pa3 may3a 3aTsHyJ1ach elle gOJIbIIe.

— Temeps Ha Tebe MO 3ammax, — TePIeInBo pa3bsicHuN Enusub. — Tak s Bcerma cMory Tedst
OThICKaTh. Y pyrue 3Bepu He MOCMEIOT K Tebe CyHYThCH.

KpoxoTabiit pa3ym Iy CioHs HaKOHEI-TO IIepeBapuil 3Ty OIMHHYI0 — HEeCJIbIXaHHas PeJKOCTh IS
MOJIYaIMBOTO HallapHUKa — THpany. ElsgHb OB MOTHOCTHIO TPOOYKAEHHBIM C POJIOCIIOBHOMN
TUTAHTCKOT'O BOJIKA, ITPUPOXKIACHHBIM XUITHUKOM BBICIIIET'0 PaHTa B 1I060M 13 MupoB. OCTaBUB Ha HEM
CBOIO METKY, OH ITPOCTO B3SIJI €I0 ITOJI 3allIUTY.

B ugate IIPOOOJIZKAJIN ITYTUTD:

— A-xa-xa, JIOTMKa y MENKOro Toxke oroHb! OH peanbHO momyMal, uTo EusHb co6pacs ero coxpars!



— Ham Bor Houu, KoHEYHO, I'PO3€H, HO HE [I0 TAaKOM XKe CTeleHH, YTOOH! JIOMaTh TOBAPHUILEH 110
komaHze! [Touemy TTymIok BeYHO TPSICETCS, YTO €TI0 ChEOsAT?

— Jii, a HUKOT0 He yIUBUJIO, YTO BeNuKuM E BrIgasn 3a pas 1ejoe npeaioxenue?!

[Toka 3puTeIM BOBCIO BECETUINCH B KOMMeHTapusx, Illy CioHb 0671eT4eHHO OXJIOoNan ce0s TamKoM
TI0 IIyXJIOM TPYAKe. A 3aTeM BOPYT PafOCTHO IOANPHITHYI HA MECTE:

— 4 xe kponuka goOwi! Orpomuoro! CeronHs Ha yKuUH OyfaeT Msco!

OKpHBUIEHHBIN 3TOW MBICJIBIO, OH BIPUIIPHIXKKY IIPUNYCTHII 06PATHO K ONMYIIKE Jieca, OTHICKUBAS TOT
CaMBI¥ CKJIOH, THe CKphutach Oemast xumuuma. Iy CioHs paccyqui 34paBo: yieneTBal OH ORICTPO,
BOJTYMIIA [TOTHAJIACh 3a HUM Cpa3y Xke, a 3Ha4YMT, COXKPaTh HOOBIYY II0 IOpOre HUKAK He yCIena.
BeIxomuT, ynuTaHHAs TYIIKa TaK U OCTalach JiexkaTh Ha CHery. Ho Korga OH, CBepSISICh C BOITYbUMHU
cnepmaMy, moOpasics 0 MecTa, ero XOalo pa3odapoBaHue. TaM He OBUIO POBHBIM CYeTOM Hu4ero. Hu
KPOJIMKA, HU faXe KJIo4Ka IepcTu. CHeT ocTaBasCsl HEBCTBEHHO YUCTHIM, €CIM He CYUTATh IIeII0YKHU
ry0OKuUX Jafl.

[ITy CioHb pacTEpsSTHHO 3axXJIoMal rjaa3aMu. Bojmku, KOHEUHO, XUTPH, HO HE YMEIOT Xe oHu neTaTh! He
MOTJIa JKe XUITHUIA TPOTJIOTUTh TaKyIo TYIIY LIeJIMKOM IIPsSMO Ha Oery?

«Yto 3mech mpousonuio? Kponuk 6y[To pacTBOPUIICS B BO3AyXe... 3a4eM OHa I0jIe3jIa B IpaKy C
CEpBIM TUTAHTOM K3-3a XKalIKO¥ Jo0syu? Heyxkenu roof MOBET ee J0 TaKOTO OTYASTHUS, YTO OHA
IpeanoyYsia yMepeTsb B 0010, TUIIb OBl He OTHABAThH €0y?» — PA3MBbIILIJISIT MaJIbIII.

[To3amu CKpUIIHYI CHET — 3TO0 nofotuen Eisgab. OH 0CTaHOBUJICS PSAOM ¥ KOPOTKO OPOCHIT:

— Kponuk?

[Ty CioHb CMYIIIEHHO ITOCKPEeO JTamKoM 3aThIJIOK:

— Ila yecTHO 51 ero moiMai! BoT Takoro 3gopoBoro! — OH M30 BCEX CUJI PACTONBIPUI KOPOTKHE
JIaTIKH, TIOKa3bIBast pa3Mep.

Ensnab TUXO0 QBHIPKHYIIL.

[Ty Cionb 00MKeHHO Hamyncs. OnSTh 3TOT HEBO3MYTUMEIN TUN Ha HUM MOTEIIaeTCs!

— Ha mecre, e g ero 3aBanuj, ocTanach Kyda Kposu! Cama TyIIKa He MOTJIa HUCIIapUThCs!

— HOHYCTI/IM, — PaBHOAYIITHO OTO3BaAJICA HallapHUK.



— ITomnu npoBepumM! — I'masa Iy CioHs 3aropenuch a3apToM. ECI KPOJIUK [AEMCTBUTENHHO
PACTBOPHUIICS, TO KaK OBITH CO ClIefaMu KPOBU? JTO eMUHCTBEHHHIHM CII0C00 Y3HATh, YTO 3a
YepPTOBILIKMHA TYT TBOPUTCS.

EusiHp BMECTO OTBETa 3ampoKuny ronoy. Iy CioHb mpocienus 3a ero B3rasgoM u obomien. M3-3a
BCEX 9TUX HEeNPeOBUAEHHHIX 3aePKeK OHU YIIYCTUIIM OparoneHHoe BpeMs. [Ipu3pauyHast CUHSS
JIEHTAa y2Ke 3aBHCJIa IPSIMO Hal HUIMH, TOTOBAs B JTI000M MUT HAKPHITh MUD JIeASHBIM caBaHoM. Iy
CIoHB UCITyTAaHHO 3aKMYPUJICS, @ KOTa CHOBA OTKPHUI I'Jla3a, er0 KPOXOTHHE OPOBKY COIIIUCH Ha
nepeHocutie. Barnsan ElsgHs Toxke MrHOBEHHO cTasl jJegsHeiM. O6a OHY YBUAEIN HEUTO TaKoe, YTO He
II0fifaBazoCh HUKAaKOMY pa3yMHOMY 0ObSICHEHUIO.
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