BHe3amHasi TeMHOTa Ha MTHOBEHME OcJienua 000uX, HO OHU, He CTOBAPUBASICh, TYT XK€ CXBATHUIIUChH
3a PYKOSITH KJTHHKOB.

B koMHaTe BoLlapuiiachk MepTBad TUIIWHA. EfnBa cMes geimath, Lir0s YKoy HanpsakeHHO
BCJIYLIUBAJICSA B [I0JIyMpaK, JIOBS MaJeUIIuy I0POX.

Hu 3ByKa. BHyTpu He pa3maBaioch HM eQUHOTO II0POXa, la ¥ CHAPYXKH CTOsIa KyTKas,
HeeCTeCTBEHHas THUILIKHA.

L1103 Yk0y MemJIeHHO, T1y60K0 B3OOXHYJI ¥ IPUKPELI T1a3a. Korma oH CHOBa OTKPEUT UX, 3peHUE
HaKOHEI] IPUCTIOCOOMIIOCHh K TEMHOTE, TO3BOJISISE PA3/IMUUTh CMYyTHEIE OYEPTAHUS TPEIMETOB.

Ho ne YCII€JI OH OTJIAOeThCs, KaK HAaTKHYJICA Ha B3TJIAO CTPAXKHUKA. Tot CMOTpPeEeII Kyaa-TO eEMY 3d
CIIMHY — IIXUPOKO PACKPBITEIMH, IIOJTHEIMU y2KdCa I'JIa3dMH.

1103 Yxkoy myMmHO CrioTHYN. 1o cnuHe mpoOekan efsiHOM 03HO0, a BOJIOCKY Ha 3aTHIJIKE BCTAIH
IOLIOOM.

MepneHHO, TpeBO3MOrasi CKOBaBIIIH TeJI0 CTPaX, OH IIOBEPHYJI roJioBy. [IpsiMo mepen HUM
KOJIBIXAJIUCh TIPSIOM YEPHBIX BOJIOC, & YyTh HUXKE 3Usifia ycTas, TeMHas rjas3Hula. TouHee, ITy00Kui
IIPOBaJl Ha MecCTe TJlasa.

— A-a-a! — puko BCKpukHYyJ {103 YKO0y U, CJI0BHO UCIyTaHHBIN 3asl], IIapaxHyJIiCs B CTOPOHY,
nofasblile OT 3TOU XKYTKOU TBApH.

B CyMaTOX€ OH BBIPOHHUJI [llenka. HpI/I3eMHI/IBH_II/ICb Ha JIaIThbl, MaJIbIII HEOOYMEHHO 3aM€ED U CKIIOHUII
TOJIOBY Ha0OOK, YCTaBUBIINCE Ha IT103 I‘I}KOY, CJIOBHO HE ITOHUMas, YTO TaK CHUJIbHO HAIIyTaJio €ro
X034dHUHd.

[Tr03 YK0y uyTh 1M HE Ha YETBEPEHbKAX 3all0JI3 3a CIUHY CTpaXHUKa. Llennsasace 3a
IIOOBEPHYBIIHNICS CTYJI, OH C TPYLOM IIOJHSJICS HA HOTYU U POOKO BHITJISHYJI U3-3a CBOETO 3allUTHHUKA,
T4 TyAa, TOe CTOSJI MTHOBEHUe Ha3af,.

[TOKOMHUK CTOSITT HETIOABUKHO, BRITPSIMUBIINCH BO BECh POCT. BMECTO r1a3 y Hero 4epHesnu riy0okue
npoBaskl, HO 11309 YKoy TOTOB OB MMOKJISICTHCS: 9Ta TBAapPh CMOTPHUT IIPSIMO Ha HETO.

CTpax CTHCHYJ TOPJIO, HO, IPSYach 3a IMMPOKOH CIIMHOM CTPaXKHMKA Kak 3a muToM, {103 Yxkoy Bce
JKe HabpaJiCs CMEJIOCTH U APOKAIIUM r'0JI0COM BHIKPUKHYIT:

— Crotii rge croumns! Crpiumib? A Te6s He 60tock! TH pocTo AemneBka, panbmrka! HUKakom Th
He Benukui Mar! Benukuil Mar HUKOrfa Obl He OIyCTUJICS IO TaKOM MepP30CTH, TaK YTO MEHS TH He
oOMaHes!



Pasmancs cyxou, OTYEeTIUBBIA TPECK KOCTEM.

[Tr03 Y2kK0y MTHOBEHHO OCEKCH.

3aMepIIui HemogaaeKy TPy COOPOTHYIICS. Ero 0OKoYeHeBIIne CyCTaBhl CO CKPeXKeTOM IMPHUIIIIH B
IBUKEHHUE.

TomuoK, 3aMax, TIKEJHIH IIar.

CTpa}KHI/IK Kpel4ye ImepexBaTuil PYKOATE Me4da 1, BLICTABHUB CBOGOJI[HYIO PYKY BIi€pen, IIPUHAJICA
MeJ[JIEHHO IIATUTLCSA, 3aCIIOHAA coboit MaJIbYHUIIKY.

prn MeIJIEHHO, HEOTBPATUMO HAJBUT'AJICA Ha HUX, HEEeCTECTBEHHO JeprasiChk BCEM TEJIOM. YemocTh
€ro 3aABurajlaCb, 1 MEPTBEI 3arOBOPHUII — XPHUIIJIO, YTpOGHO BRHIIIJIEBBIBAA KazXKao0€ CIIOBO:

— Pa3Be s He UMeIO IpaBa Ha MeCTh?.. Pa3Be s He NOIKEH OTOMCTUTH?

KoMHaTa Obinta TecHoi. OOuH HACTYIIall, OBOE MSTUIMCh — U OUeHb CKOPO GETyIels! YIIepIuch CIIHHON
B CTEHKY.

[TpuKaBIIKUCH CIUHOM K X0JI0OHOM KaMeHHO! Kinaake, L1103 YKoy 0T4asgHHO IIBITAJICS CKPHITh APOXKb
107l MaCKOM HaIlyCKHOM YBepeHHOCTH. M3-3a Iieda CTpaXkKHUKA OH BHUMAaTEJIbHO CJIeAN, KaK
MepTBel] IPOXOAUT MUMO pacTepsHHOTO lleHKa.

Marbiin cuen Ha TOM XKe MeCTe, He CBOAS I'1a3 ¢ Xx03suHa. OH JaXxke yXOM He MOBeJI, KOTHa IPsMO
Tepeq ero HOCOM ITPOKOBBITISAINIO XKYTKOE YyTOBHIIE.

«3HAYUT, BCe-TaKU UJLIIO3USI?»

STOT paBHOXYILIHEINA BUM OKOHYATEeIbHO yoenun 1103 YKoy B ero gorapke.

[ITeHOK He pearxpoBajl He U3-3a TJIYIOCTH WK 6e3pa3auyus — OH MPOCTO BUIEN UCTUHHYIO KapTUHY.
Vinmio3uu ObLIM COTKAHHI U3 IIYCTOTH ¥ He HECJIU PeaylbHOM YTPO3Hl, a TOTOMY He CTOUJIU €r0
BHUMaHMA. [[719 Hero B 9TOM KOMHATe HaXOOUIUCh TONBKO 11103 YKoy u cTpaXHUK. HuKakoro
MOHCTpa IIepeq HUM He CYILeCTBOBAaO.

— 4 oTHan Xu3Hb 3a IOKOHU 9TOM cTpaHwl! 4 cmac Bac Bcex! Ho 4To coenan Kopomnb? YTo coenanu
BEI?!

Tpym mpoposKasn HagBUTaThCA Ha 3aKaThIX B yroj moned. CTpaXXHUK cxkKajl 3¢ec BCIIOTEBIIEH
nafgoHbio. EMy OBLIO IIeBaTh, KEM 3TOT MOHCTP SBJISIJICS NIPY KU3HU — €CJIU OH CHEJIaeT ellle XOTh



Irar, CTaJib BOIIBETCSA B €r0 THUJIYIO IIJIOTh.

OpHako MepTBel] 3aMep KakK BKOIIaHHBIM Ha CaMOy I'paHulie yaapa.

— Yro BH caenanu?.. YTo BHI cOenamum?..

OH noBTOPSII 3TO 6€3 KOHIIAa, CJIOBHO 3ae3eHHas ImaacThHKa. C KaXXIbIM HOBEIM Pa30M B €T0
HaJITPECHYTOM T'0JI0Ce 3aKuIliaia Bce 00jiee HEMCTOBas SPOCTh, IT0Ka IIEeI0T He IIepepoc B
OTJIYIIUTENIbHBEIN, IPOCTHHIN PEB.

1103 Ykoy GeccuibHO CIION3 110 CTeHe Ha 1moji. OH CHU3Y BBePX IOTPSICEHHO YCTABUIICS Ha MepTBella
Y eJIBa CJIBIIITHO MIPOJIeTeTat:

— Yro Ml coenanu?.. Y mpaBma, 4To MbI caenanu? IloueMy... mouyemy MhI He 3a0pasu Te0s ToMOoi?..

PeB pe3ko o6opBacs. M3 YepHBIX IPOBAJIOB I'JIa3HHUI] BHE3AITHO XJIBIHYJIN [IBe CTPYUKU TEMHOMU
KPOBH, IIPOKJIAAEIBAS HOPOKKHU 10 UCCOXIIEMY JIUIY. 3peuiie ObIIO JIeHeHIIM TYIIy.

Ho umenHo B 9T0T Mur L105 YKoy, TOIBKO YTO Ka3aBILIXNCS [TapaJu30BaHHBEIM OT yXKaca, Pe3K0
BCKUHYJICSI ¥ XUIITHBIM OPOCKOM KMHYJICS Ha MepTBella. CBepKHYJIa CTalb — KOPOTKUY KUHXKAJ B €T0
PyKe MOJTHHEHOCHO IOJIOCHY YyHAOBHUIIE 110 TOPIIY.

— IIpocTu, mpocT MeHd!.. — 3ampuunTan OH, OTCTyIas Ha LIar. — f HU B 4eM He BUHOBAT! OTO BCe
KOPOJib, 3TO ero rpex! K Hemy u upgu, MeHs He Tporau! [loxanyicTra, He BUHU MEHS...

KuHXKal co 3BOHOM BHITIAll U3 €T0 0C/TabeBIyX majblieB. L[109 YKoy moBanuiICs Ha KOJIEHH, TS,
KaK II0CJIe er0 ylapa Tello MepTBella PacCHIIaeTCss MUPHAaMy Pa3HOI[BETHRIX UCKP U GeCccliegHo
TaeT B Bo3myxe. CaM OH IIPH 3TOM IIPOAOIKA 0e3yepKHO OyOHUTH MO HOC BEChMa 3TOMCTUYHEIE
OIIpaBHAHMS.

CTpa}KHI/IK IMOTAHYIJI €r0 3a I1J1€490, CUJIACE IIOOHATE C II0JIa.

— Tume THI, Ipekpatu. Bce KoHYEHO, OH KCcUYe3. TH B IOpSaKe?

103 Yk0y MrHOBEHHO 3aMojidajl. OH MIMBITHYJT HOCOM, IIPECIIOKOMHO MOOHSICS Ha HOTU M OTPSIXHYII
mTalel. OT HemaBHeM MAaHWKY U cliefa He OCTaIoCh.

— Hy BoOT, BCe IIpenenbHo SCHO, — 3aTOBOPUJI OH COBEPIIEHHO OyIHUYHBIM TOHOM, IIOHU3UB I'0JI0C. —
KT0-TO 04YeHb CcTapaeTcst 04EPHUTH J0Opoe uMs Benukoro mara.

CTpa}KHI/IK OKOHYATEJILHO OIIEIINII OT CTOJIb pe3K0ﬂ IIEpEeMEHEI B ITIOBEJEHUY MaJIbUYUIIKK U TJIYIIO



IepecIpoCcuil:

— Yto0?

ro3 q}KOY CMEPHJII eT0 B3TrIAO0M KaK KPYIJIoTO Aypaka.

— A cam He BumuiIbL? BCIIOMHHU: Te Tela, YTO MBI HAXOOUIIM PaHbBIIE, Pa3Be OHU OBUTaIUCh? Pa3Be
XOTb pa3 3aroBopunu? [la u KTO MBI TaKue, €CU BOyMaThCcsa? Menkue comku. C Kakou CTaTU
BenukoMy mary, gaxe Oyab OH IIPEUCIIONIHEH BEKOBOW SIPOCTH, U3IUBATh OYIIY UMEHHO HaM?

I'Bapmeerr 6611 COOOPA3UTEIBHEIM MaJIbIM, IIPOCTO PACTEPSIICS. YCbIIIaB foBoas 1103 YKoy, oH
OBICTPO CBSI3a/l HUTH BOENUHO — WHAYe I'POII IleHa ero ciiyxk0e y rpagoHavYaibHUKA.

— 3Ha4uT, TBOSI BUEpAIlHSs TUpafa Ha ynulle Obiia 00BIYHON MpUMaHKOoU? TH XOTeJT MoKa3aTh
KYKJIOBOJaM, YTO He BepPUINb B POCCKA3HU 0 BOCCTaBIIeM MepTBelle. M 0HU cpa3y ke KITIOHYIIY,
YCTPOUB 3TOT CIEKTAKIIb ClIelIabHO AT Tebs.

[Ir05 Y2K0y 3BOHKO IENIKHYI MaJIblaMH.

— WmenHo! TouHee, UX CETOMHSIINHSS BEIXOAKA KAK pa3 U IMOATBEPIKIIa MO0 Teopuio. Eciu Obl OHM
3aTauIINCh, s O elle coMHeBascs. Ho Temepbh MacKu COpPOIIIEHHI.

— Ho 3auem uM 3T0? — HaXMYypHUJICS CTPAXKHUK. — Benmukuii Mar moru® MHOTO jieT Ha3am. Komy u
KaKas BEITOfa IIOPOYUTh UM IIOKOMHHUKA?

1103 Y0y Ha MIrHOBeHUE 3afyMaJics, IPUKYCUB I'y0y, a 3aTeM JIyKaBO IPULITYPUTICS:

— A 4TO, ecu OH XKUB?

My}K‘-II/IHa OHEMEJI OT U3YMJICHN .

[Tr03 Y2K0y HETPOMKO pacCMesiyics, IJIaAs Ha ero ollapalleHHOe JIULO.

— Hy d 4YTO THI TaK YJII/IBJ'IE[GI.HBCH? Pa3Be TBoIt TOCIIOJWH CaM He IIpefIiojiaraji, 4To TOT HperaCHbeI
Sﬂb(b, KOTOPOT'O MEI BCTPETHUIIN B IIOO3€MeEJIbE, U €CTh Benukuii mar?

— DTO BCEro JIUIIh TOMBIC/IBI, — ITOKaYaJll TOJI0BOM CTPaXXKHUK. — ['pajoHavYaIbHUK BeOb HUKOTTIA He
BUJIEJI eT0 JINIA.

— 3arTo ero Bugen s, — napuposain L3 Yxoy.



CTpa}KHI/IKa CJIOBHO I'POMOM ITOPA3HUIJIO. Touno! Hu oH, HK T'PagOHA4YaJIbHUK HE NUMEJIN HU MaJIeUIIero
IIpeacCTaBlI€eHKns1 O BHEITHOCTH TOT'O SJ'II:(i)a, HO MaJIbYHUIIKA-TO PA3rjidaeil ero BO BCeX HOJIpO6HOCTHX!

— W kaKk?.. — 3aTauB [IbIXaHUE, CIPOCUII OH. — TOT 37b( I0X0XK Ha IPHU3PaK, KOTOPHIM MBI TOJIBKO
YTO BULEIH?

1103 YK0y MPULTYPUIICS ¥ YKIIOHUYMBO MPOTSIHYII:

— TpynHO cka3aTh. Bpome O ecTh 0011Me YEPTEHL, @ BPOOE U HUYET0 MTOX0KEero. Bce-Taku xKuBoe
JIUII0 PA3UTEILHO OT/IMYAETCS OT IIOCMEPTHOM MaCKHU, TYT JIETKO OMMOUTELCS. 51 U KIIOHIO K TOMY,
YTO ecnii Benukuil Mar neiCTBUTENILHO XXUB, TO MOTUBEL HAIMX HefmoOpoxKenaTesneil TexaT Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTH.

[ToruMasi, 4To KOHKPETHOI'O OTBETA OH HE JIOGI:GTCH, CTPaXHHUK 3aAyMaJICid.

— Xouelb CKa3aTh, OHU OOSITCS, YTO BHI, Uy:KE3eMHEBIE TepOU, HalfleTe eT0 U IIPUBEHETe B CTONHUILY?

103 ‘{}Koy He IIOATBEPAUII U HE OIIPOBEPT €TI0 CJIOBA. BmecTo 3TOTO OH 3afa, Ka3anoch Ohl,
COBEPIIEHHO HOCTOpOHHI/Iﬁ BOIIPOC:

— Tebe He OKa3a/IMCh 3HAKOMBIMU T€ Pa3HOIIBETHBLIE UCKPHI, KOTOPHEIE OCTANIUCH IIOCTIE
MCYEe3HOBEHHUS MepTBela?

MyX4YrWHa HaXMyPHUJICS, BOCKPEIIas B TaMsTH HEJAaBHIOI CIIEHY.

— Ia... YTo-T0 Takoe g yXKe BUTEIL.

L1103 Ykoy 3arafmoyHo yiaei0Hyscs. OH MOAoIes K OKHY, IPHOTKPHUT paMy Ha IIMPUHY TafOHU U
IIOMaHMUJI CITyTHUKA Ia/IbIIEeM.

Huuero He noHuMas, CTPaXHHUK HpI/I6JII/ISI/IJ'IC${ 1 3arJIdHYII B IIEJIb. Ot YBHUOEHHOTI'O OH OLEIIEeHEeI.

Babouxku.

Bcst HOYHAsT CTONUIIA — YIIMITE, TIJIOIIANH, KPHIIIKA JOMOB — Obllla HaBOOHEHA MUPHAJaMu
cBeTsmuxcs 6a6ouek. OHM KPYKHUJUCh B IPUYYAJIMBOM TaHIIE, JIOBS IOTOKU BETPA, ¥ OCHITIAN
COHHEIM TOPOJl MePIIaloel Pa3HOBETHOU IIBINTBIION.

— Taxk g u gymasn, — tuxo npoussec L3 Yxoy. — Uiimo3usa pymmuTcsa TOJIBKO TOraa, Koraa
YHUUTOXKAeIb ee sApo. JIuib n36aBUBIIKCh OT HaBaXKOEHHUs, MOXKXHO Pa3TisfeTh UCTUHHOE
II0JIOXKEHHE [el.



C 3TuMHM CclI0BaMHU OH OEeCIIyMHO 3aJBUHYJ OKOHHYI0 CTBOPKY. Pa3BepHYBINKCH K CTPAXKHUKY, OH
IIPOM3HEC BIIOJITOJI0CA, HO TaK BECOMO, UTO Y TOTO 10 CIKHE ITpobexKanyu MypaliKku:

— Koe-KT0 roTOBUT 11IepeBOPOT. [I0X0XKe, Ha CTONUIy HagBUTraeTcs Oyps.

— O Takux Belllax... JIy4dIie He 6osTaTh IIOIIYCTY, — BBEIOABHII OIIIEJIOMJIEHHBIN BOMH.

[Tr03 YK0y NTUIIE YCMEXHYJICA:

— K uemy atot camooOmaH?

ToT nmpoMonyasn. Manbuniiika ObIT IpaB — TJIYIIO OTPULIATh OUYEeBUIHOE.

— 9t 6a00YKHU CEI0T MOPOK, — YBEPEHHO mpomomkun 1103 Yxkoy. — Y OHM COTBOPEHHI YbEU-TO
BOJIEH.

— OTKYI[a TaKas YBepeHHOCTB? — B T'0JIOCE CTPAaZXKHHUKA ITOCIIBIIIAaJIOCE COMHEHHUE.

— B omHOM 3aX0TyCTHOM rOpOAKe MHE y2Ke JOBOAMIOCH BUOETh Mara, KOTOPhIM IPU3bIBAJI TOYHO
Takux xKe 0abouek, — moscHun 1103 Yxkoy. — K coBYy... TH Befib 3HAEIIh, YTO TaKOE Marn4eckoe
ceMmsa?

— PaBYMeeTCﬂ, — KHUBHYIJI CTPAXXKHHUK. — ['maBHOE YCII0BH€ OJid OBJIaJ€HUsA UCKYCCTBOM. Ecmu B
YeJIOBEeKe HET Malrn4eCKOoro CeMeHHu, KOJIJoBaTb OH HUKOI'la HE CMOZXKeET.

— A ecnu g cKaxy, 4TO B TBOEM TeJjle TOXKe ApeMJyIeT TaKoe CeMs, IIPOCTO ero elle HUKTO He
pasbymun? — copocun 103 Yxoy.

Myx4nHa oKayas rojgoBOu:

— B3H0p. OTKYJIa €My TaM B3AThCS? Maramu POXKOAIOTCsA, CHJIa TeYET B UX 2KHJIaX C IIEPBOT'0 B340Xa.
9TO Bemb IIpONIKCHaAaA UCTHHA.

— Heyxemnu? W TH X04elllb CKa3aThb, YTO B UCTOPUU He OBIBAJIO CITy4aeB, KOTHa OOBIYHEIN YeI0BEeK
po6yzKaan Jap B 3pejioM Bo3pacTe? — He yHuMaics Lr0s Yxkoy.

— Huxkorpa, — oTpe3an cTpaXHUK. — 3Haelllb, Tacu, TOJIbKO celdac, Cyllasi TBOU PaCCIPOCH, S
HaKOHEI[ BCIIOMWHA0, YTO ITepeio MHOW BCETO JUIITh PeOEHOK.

L1053 Yxkoy muinb Beceno GuIpkHyI. OH IpUCce Ha KOPTOUKHY U ToMaHuI K cebe IlleHKa, KOTOPHIH BCe
3TO BpeMs TUXOHBKO CHIEI Ha IOy, IEPeBOAs B3TJISA[ C OMHOTO Ha ApPyToro.



ToT PanoCTHO BCKOYHUII U TaK HEXMCTOBO 3aBEPTEJI XBOCTOM, GYJITO 683YMHO TOPOHUJICA TeM, YTO XO034ANH
HaKOHeEI] O6paTI/IJ'I Ha Hero BHUMaHue. Beceno ceMeHs JTanlaMu, OH mom0ekan K [ro3 ‘-I}Koy 1 CO BCETO
pa3Maxy TKHYJICA HOCOM €MY B JIaJOHH.

— Hy 4T0 Xe, KaK paccBeTeT, HaBeflaeMcs B CIIyKO0y perucrpaiuu, — noauToxul 103 Yxoy,
II0YeCHIBas LOBOJIPHOIO IIUTOMIIA 3@ YXOM.

)k

YTpoM Ha yullax CTOJHUIIEI Tapuiio HeOkIBasoe oxXuBeHue. ['opoxkaHe, pa30UBIIKNCh Ha KYYKH,
IIyMHO 00CY2Ka/ii HOYHbIE ITPOUCIIECTBHUS.

Kak 1 HakaHyHe, MHOTH€E YBePSJH, UTO BUEIN 0XKUBIIEr0 MepTBella ¢ TUIoM Benukoro mara.
OmHako Temepb B UX pacCcKa3ax MOSBUIIOCH CTPAaHHOE PACX0XKOEHUE: Y OMHUX MPU3PaK CTOSIT
HEeTIOABUKHEIM HEMBIM U3BasTHMEM, TOTTa KaK C IPYTUMHU OH BCTYIIAJI B Pa3roBOp.

BHUMaTEIbHO IPUCIYIINBASACH K TePelIeTHBAHUAM TOJIIIE, CTPaXKHUK IIOAMETHUI ONHY
nI000IEITHYIO JeTalb. Bce Te, KOMy HOBEJIOCH YCIIBIIIATh FOJIOC IOKOMHYKA, Kak U L10s Yxoy,
TIOHaYaly OTKPHITO COMHEBAJIUCH B TIOMIMHHOCTY IIPU3pakKa.

— A TBI I€HICTBUTENBHO YMEH, — UCKPEHHE BOCXUTHUJICA BOUH.

11103 YK0y CHUCXONUTENIBHO XMBIKHYJI ¥ YBEPEHHEIM IIIaroM BOIIIEJT IO CBOMIbI CTONIMYHOM CITyKObI
perucTpamuiu.

— To nu erme OymeT, — 6POCHU OH Yepes 1miedo. — CaMoe WHTEPECHOe TONTbKO HaUMHAETCH.
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