— Manenbkas JIu, vy IpUCIyKKUBaTh, OCTAJIbHBIM BBIMTH, — pa3gasicd HETPOMKHUM, Yy Th
XPUIINIOBATHIY ro0C YKoy YyHIH.

— Cnymaioch, — 0TO3BaJICs €BHYX JIH, B [yIlle MOPaXKeHHbIM TaKUM ITPUKA30M.

— Yro? CucrteMa, 4To mpoucxomut? — Y JIu oxBaTun ucmyr. YTo Boob1ie TBOPUTCS?

(JO6HapyXKeHO, YTO IMYHOCTh XO35IUKHU PacKphITa. 3alaHne: IOMOYb UMIlepaTopy Ykoy UyHIU CHATH
mericTBue mypMaHa. Harpapga: 10 6annoB. [IpoBan: Mecsill ¢ BOHIOYMMHU HOTaMHU.[]

— Yto!? — B Mo3ry ¥ Y JIu BCcE mepeBepHyN0Ch. BeixoguTt, Ykoy UyHNIM HaBHO 3Hal, YTO OHA
JKEeHInHA?

— Iopoiigu! — SIPOCTHBEIA OKPUK BEPHYJI €€ B PeaibHOCTh.

— Bame BennuecTBo, s TIOMOT'Y BaM [10TepeTh CIuHy, — Y JIu Mon4a nopouia K Yxkoy YyHmu.
— Hawurpanacs? — OH CKOCHUJI Ha He€ B3TJIAM U YCMEXHYJIC.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, s He TOHKMal0, O YeM BB, — PoOKO mmpobopmoTana Y Jlu.

— XMm? 4 3Ham 3TO C TOr0 CaMOro MOMEHTa, KaK THl BOLINa BO ABopel. Heyxenu Tl gymarna, 4YToO
CMOZKEIIb MeHsI 0OMaHyTh?

— ... 4...

— Cucrema! B ueMm nemno? Cioxert! [Jaii MHe cioxeT! — ¥V JIu Onina B yKace, HO BHEIIIHE CTapajlach He
IIoflaBaTh BUTY.

[0333... cboii cucteMnl. M3-3a BnusgHusg CrlHa yoayd HyKHO IIOO0XKAATh, II0Ka CI0XKEeT 3arpy3uTcs,[] —
TPO3ByYast 6e3:Kal0CTHRIM TOI0C CUCTEMBI, KOTOpPAas OKa3alach KpaiHe HEHAEXKHOM.

— ?! Tol cepbe3no0? — ceppate Y JIu GerieHo KOJIOTHUIIOCh; 00JIbIlle BCEro OHa 60s1aCh BEIUTH U3
obpa3a.

— Yro Takoe? TH He xo4ellb? — Ykoy YyHIM CMOTpeN Ha HeE€ C HACMEIIKOM, Ipa3Hs ee€.

— Bamre BenmuuectBo... — YV JIu, mpunepKuBasch MPUHITUIIA MEHBIIE TOBOPUTH U OOJIbIIIE Ie/IaTh,
MoOJI4a IIPOJoJIKaja TePeTh eMy CIIHHY.

Barnsap Yxkoy YyHU cTam TSXKeJbIM, AbIXaHHWe YYaCTUIIOCh, U OH OOHUM Pe3KUM JBUXKEeHUEM 3aTSHYII
€€ B BOAY.

— Ax! Bame BenuyectBo! — BCKpukHya Y Jlu.

B ronoBe IpoHECIOCH: MOXKET, BOCIOIb30BaTHCSI MOMEHTOM U BHIIIOJIHUTE 3afiaHue? PeOeHKa paHO
VIV TI030HO BCE pPaBHO NMPULETCS poxkKaTh. Y JIu monbITanack BEIHBIPHYTH, HO YKoy UyHIN KpPEenKo
CXBATHUJI €€ 3a 3alsICThs, IPUTATUBAA ellle OIuxe.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, uTo BEI fenaete? — Y JIu cTapaiack COXpaHUTh caMoobiialaHue, HO TOJI0C
OPOTHYIIL.



Yxoy YyHITM HUYETO He OTBETHUJI, JIUIIb IIPUCTAIFHO CMOTPENT Ha Heé, U B eT0 ria3axX Meplat
CNoXHBIN cBeT. OH OTITYCTHII €€ PYKH, HEXKHO KOCHYJICS JIUIA, a 3aTeM MeJIEHHO TPUOIU3UIICS U
TIoLIeJIOBal.

Y JIu 3acThina, He 0XUAas Takol BHe3anHocTH. Ceparle 3a0UIoCh Yallle, ABIXaHUE TIePEXBATUIIO.
[MToueny# Yzkoy YyHmu ObLI TOJIOH CTPACTH U BIACTHOCTH, COITPOTHUBIISATHCS KOTOPHIM OHa Obl/la HE B
CHUTIax.

JIVIIb CIyCTS [OJIT0e BpeMsl OH OTCTpaHuics. ['naas Ha 61ecTeBIIne B €€ Tla3ax Clie3hl, OH Clerka
YIBIOHYJICS.

— V JIu, g 3Hai0, 0 Y4eM ThI AyMaelllb, — THX0 CKa3ajl OH. — $ 3Hal0, YTO Tl HE XOUeIllb OLITh MOEH
HanoxHuUIeln. Ho s KIsHYyCh, UTO cAesa BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH! T OblJla CYACTIHNBA.

YV JIu B pacTepsSHHOCTH CMOTpPesa Ha Hero, 0XBaueHHas IMPOTHBOPEYUBLEIMU YyBcTBaMu. OHa
TIOHMMaAJIa, YTO cjI0Ba YKoy YyHIM UCKPEHHU, HO OH — UMIIEPATOP, ¥ UX OTHOIIEHUS He MOT'YT OBITh
npocThIMU. K TOMY Ke, OHa [I0 CUX ITOP He 3HaJla, YTO MeXAYy HUMHU IIPOU3OIIIJIO0 B MPOIIIOM!

— Barmte BenuuectBo, ... — OHA 3aM$lach, He 3HAsl, YTO OTBETUTL.
Ykoy UyHIU CHOBA YIIBIOHYIICS, TTOIETIOBATI €€ M KPEIKOo IIpuxkKai K cebe:
— Y JIu, moBeph MHe, 5 cenan Te0s caMOi CYaCTINBOM XKEHITUHOM.,

Ha pymie y Y JIu 065110 HECITOKOMHO, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHAa KUBHYJIA, I03BOJIAS €My O0OHUMATh cebs.
OHa 3Hana: C 3TOM MUHYTH €€ Cyab0a Hepa3phIBHO CBsI3aHa ¢ YKoy UyHH, ¥ 4TO OBl HU KAAJI0 UX
BIIepeny, OHa OyaeT pPSimoM.

Ha cnemytomiee yTpo ¥V JIu nmpocHynach C IOMOTOM BO BceM Tene. Ykoy UyHnH yKe He OBIIIO pIAOM —
BEPOSITHO, yIllesl Ha YTPEHHIOK ayIUeHIIN0.

— l'ocnoxka Y JIu, BB IPOCHYINUCH, — YIIBIOHYJICS €BHYX JIu.

— A... ma, — Y JIlu Ha MrHOBEHUE CMYTUJIaCh.

— VmMoiiTecs, 1 MOXKHO OyHeT MPUCTYIIATh K Tparmese.

— Xoporto.

Bo BpeMs enbl OHA MEICTIEHHO I103Bajla CUCTEMY:

— Cucrema!

([ocne mepe3arpy3Ky BHISICHUIOCh: OPUTHHAI TO3HAKOMHUJICS C TTIABHBIM TePOeM, KOTMia TOT elle He
OBLT UMIIEPATOPOM ¥ CTPAHCTBOBAJI 110 CTPAHe.[]

Y JIu Obina nopaxeHa. OHa [TOCHEIIHO CIIPOCHUIA:
— A xakue y Hac ¢ Yxkoy UyHnu ObIM OTHOIIEHUS?

[OHu mepeXuny TSxKeable BpeMeHa, IofaepKuBas ApyT apyra. OpuruHarn Ovlia ero IepBoi
mo60BbI0. Korga oH BepHYJICS B CTOJIUIYY U CTajl HaCJIeMHBIM IIPUHIIEM, OHa OcTasiachk B Hapone. Ho



OH He CMOT e€ 3a0HITh ¥ MJIAHKPOBAJ IIOCTIE BOIlapeHus 3a0path e€ Bo gBopel. OHA TOXKe 3TOT0
X0Tesa, T03TOMY Iepeonesnack eBHyxoM. OH y3Han e€ u ofeperas, XOTs OHA AyMasia, 4To OH HeE B
kypce. OHa 04eHb X04eT, YTOOH! Thl UCIIOJIHUIA €€ IOCTIefHEee XKeJlaHue. ]

Y Jlu noHsa, 3a4eM €€ 3aHeC/I0 B 3TOT MUpP. BUAKWMO, OpUTrHHAI He MOTJIa CMUPUTLCS C TEM, YTO
Yxoy UyHnu, moOpaBIIUCh OO BEPIINHEL, CTPaiaeT U3-3a OTCYTCTBUS HACJIEIHUKOB U NaBIEHUS
IBOpa.

— CucreMa, Kak MHe HUCIOJIHUTE €€ XKejlaHue?

(TebGe HYKHO BBITOJIHATE 3aflaHUsA: POXKATh UMIIEPATOPY [eTel, YKPEIISTh ero BIUsHNUe U IIOMOTraTh
eMy yoep¥XKaTh BJIacTh.[]

— Xoporo, s noHsana, — Y JIu TBepao KuBHYyIa. C CUCTEMOY AETOPOXKAEHUS 3TO MPOLLe IPOCTOrO.
— A moyeMy oHa He IIpU3Hajach eMy cpa3y? Pa3Be eii He ObII0 ObI TyUllle caMOM poXkKaTh eMy JeTel?

OlToToMy 4TO y He€ ObLIM CBOM MPUHIUIIEL: OHA HE MOTJIa CMUPHUTHCS C TEM, YTO Y €€ BO3/0OIEHHOTO
eCTb ApyTue XKeHmuHb. OHa UCKasa IMJIaTOHUYEeCKOH T00BH.[]

— To ecTb, HacnMaXkgaThCs MPOIECCOM yXaKUBaHUU, HO n3beraTh GU3ndecKou OIM30CTH?
[MoXHO CKa3aTh ¥ Tak.[]

— Hy napHo... [TocTol, cucTteMa, a 5 He BeigaM ce6s1? Mbl ke Oblsid O/1M3KK, OH HaBepHsKa XOPOIII0o
MEH$ 3HaerT.

(Hert, cuctema obecrneuuT NpuKpriTHE. JI1000€e TBOE IOBeeHe OH BOCIIPUMET KaK JOJIKHOe.[]
— Temeps 5 CIOKOKHA. A OT Yero ymepJia OpuruHan? — crupocuna Y Jlu.

(0B aTom mupe HeT TaiH. Kak Okl OHa HU CTapasiach, MEXIY €BHYXOM U JKEHIIUHOM eCTh Pa3Tuyus.
2KeHIIMHEI B TapeMe He JILIKOM muTH. Kpacasuiia JIto#, 3aXxoquBIas Ha JHIX B KaOWHET,
3anofo3pusa HejlafHOe U pelliniia YCTPAHUTh COIEePHUIY YyXKUMU PyKaMHu.[]|

— Bce onu cymacmenmre. CucTeMa, UCIIONIb3YH IIUIIONIO eTOPOXKAEHHUS, Hago AeicTBOBATh OHICTPO.
B aTOM [IBOpIIE MOXKHO NUIMUTHCS KU3HU B TF000M MOMEHT, KaKKe YK TYT 3aJaHus.

)%k

TeM BpeMeHeM [04b TpeMbep-MuHMCTpa JInHb 2K0B31 BepHYJach B IOMECThe. B rimaBHOM 3ajie Bce
TOTOBUJIACH K IPUHSATHUIO UMIIEPAaTOPCKOT0 yKa3a, aTMochepa Oblia HanpsixKeHHOM.

Orern JIuns 2KoBaii, mpeMbep-MUHUCTP JIMHB, OBIJT Y€JI0BEKOM BBIHAIOILIETOCS YMa U TITy0OKUX
MO3HaHWU. Ero yBaxamnu 3a CIIpaBedIMBOCThb, YeCTHOCTDb U IIPeAaHHOCTh TOCYOapCTBY.

— Orer, s He ompaBpana Bamux Hagexn! — JIuub 2KoB3l co clie3aMu CMOTpPeTia Ha HET0. — JTO BCE
MOSsI BHHA, S OKa3aJiach Oecrose3Ha.

Oret ¢ mo0OO0BBIO U XKAJIOCThIO IIOCMOTPEII Ha J0Yb:

— I'myneHbKas, 3TO He TBOSI BUHA. { 3Halo, TH CHenaja Bcé 4To Morya. Kak oTel, g He XoTel 05



OTIIPABIIATH Te0s BO OBOpeI, HO KaK MOATaHHBINA — 1 He MOTY OOIIYCTHUTE, YTOORI Yy UMIIepaTopa He
OBLITO HACJIeTHUKOB. ITO panu roCymapCTBa.

— Mars, nogeiy 2KoB3K XOPOILYI0 IapTUI0, — CKa3aJl OH, IOBEPHYBIINCE K XEHe.

— Ho, rocniogus, yMeCcTHO Ji1 3TO0? — 3aCOMHEBaIach rocrnoxa JIuHb.

— Hwuuero. [TocTyIlok umiepaTopa CErogHs 03HAa4aeT, YTO OH He X0YeT IIPUTECHATh Halll pof. Emy
HY2KHBI BepHBIE CITyTH, @ He HHTPUTaHHL. [IyCTh BCE UOET CBOUM YepPeoM.

B aro Bpems VY Jlu, cTOS Ha KOJIeHAX, IpUHUMAJIA YKa3 0 IPUCBOEHUU ed cTaTtyca OTBeTUuIEl. YKoy
YyHNH cTapasics He IPOSBIAThH K HEM Ype3MepHOr0 BHUMAHUS, YTOOH! 3aIUTUTD €€.

— Bax!

— YT0? JTa OpsgHb He TOIbKO BbIXKUIIA, HO U cTajla OTBeTunen? — Kpacasuua JIoi B SpOCTH
pasbuia Baay.

— T'ocmioxa, roBOpST, BYepa UMIIEPATOP XOTeJI MOCETUTh HanoxHuly Cy, HO ero nmepexsaTuiia
HaJI0OXKHULA Y, — J0JI0XUIa ciayKaHka CIOXyH.

— HuTepecHo. IToxoxe, HanoxkHUIA Y TOoXKe He 0000 criocoOHa, — ycMexHynach JIiow.
— I'oBOpAT, OHa Tak X0Tesna pebeHKa, UTO UCI0Ih30Baa...

— XMm? — KpacaBunia JIioi moHsia HameK. OHa BrICTaBUIIa Ce0s1 MHCTPYMEHTOM [IJIsi HETOPOXKIEHUS,
raymnas.

— l'ocmoxka, MyCTh OHK caMu pa30uparTcs, a Mbl OymeM HAaOII0OaTh 3a CXBATKOM TUTPOB, —
npenyioxuna CroxyH.

— Xopormo. [TocMoTpuM, HACKOJIBKO KUBYy4Ya 3Ta MajleHbKas ClyXkKaHKa, — IPUIypusacs Jlrou. —
CroxyH, IpUTrOTOBb TUPOXKHEIE U [1030BU Kpacasuily JIu, noiifeM HaBeCTUM MaJIeHbKYI0 IIPUHLIECCY BO
OBopLe XySUHUH.

[To mpaBuIaM, mocjie Mony4eHus cratyca Y JIu He MOTJIa OCTaBaThCsS B IIOKOSIX ©MIEpaTopa. EBHYX
JIu pacnopsiguicst IPUBECTU B MOPSIAOK MYCTYIOMUN ABopel JIuxa.

[TocKONBbKY MMITEPATOp OABHO He MPUHUMAN HOBBIX HAJIOXKHUIL, ABOPEI Obln mycT, 1 Y JIu cTana ero
€IUHCTBEHHOHN XO3IMUKOM.

EBHyx Jlu nipuBen mecTepeIX CIIyT:

— l'ocnoxka, 970 NM0OY, Ha3HaYEeHHBIE UMIIEPAaTOPOM. BEI TOBOIBHEL?
Y JIu yneiOHynach:

— Cnacu60, eBHYX, OHU BHITTIAAAT OY€Hb CMBIIIIEHEIMHU.

Korpa eBHyX yIles, oHa CIIpoCHUa:

— Kaxk Bac 30ByT?



Crapiasi ciy>KaHKa BBICTYIIMJIA BIIEpeN;:
— l'ocmmoxa, g LIs010HbE.

Y JIu mo3HaKOMMIIaCh C OCTAIbLHEIMU U IIOMPOCHIIA ITOKa3aTh el mBopell. OKa3aBIINCh B CIIANIbHE, OHA
Ipucesla Ha KPOBaTh, HAC/IAXKIAsICh MITKOCTBIO ITOCTEIIH.

— locnioxka, He XXenaeTe MU NIPUHATH BaHHY? — crpocuna LIs0i0Hb.
Y JIn, no4yBCTBOBAB yCTaNOCTh, KUBHYJA. CIIyru OTIPaBUIKCh TOTOBUTE BOAY, & OHA OCTaach B

THUIINHE, HaCllaXOasiCh MOMEHTOM IIOKO4.
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