— Xa-xa-xa-xa!

[Tnams GyIeBasio IOBCIONY, VAYIIIMBHIN OHIM Banuil KinyOamu. [y Yk9HL HagcagHO 3akausicsa. OH
0ecCUIIbHO OCell Ha YepennyHYI0 KPHIITY — IIePeXUTHIN 3a MoCIeqHue JHU CTpaxX U 6eCKOHeYHbIe
WCTS3aHUS UCTOILIUIK €T0 OO0 Ipendena.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa!

Kaxpmas KjieToyka Tejla OT3hIBasIaCch HEBEIHOCUMOM 00J1b10. BeIpociuuii B xone u Here, Llu YKoHb
OTPOMSICh He 3Han juleHui. Celyac eMy I0/Iaraaochk ObI PHIATH OT XKAJIOCTH K cebe, HO 0e3yMHBIN
X0XOT, He YTUXAIOIINH HU HAa MUT, BEIMEJT U3 AYIIK BCe YyBCTBA. OCTAJIOCH JIUIID IIyX0e OIlelleHeHue.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa!

— Ilcux 6e3yMHBIHM, — ef[Ba CIIBIIIHO IporenecTen Lu YxKaHb.

— Xa-xa...

— Jlep3ocTh Kakas! KTo cMeeT yMeTh B MMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIE?!

— Iloxap! I'opum!

[Toxkap ¥ IIyM HaKOHEI IPUBJIEKIIA ABOPLOBYIO CTPaxy. Hariwlii, TOPKECTBYIOILIUNA CMeX CMeIllasiCs C
SIPOCTHHIMU OKPHKaMHU I'BapAeMIleB U BU3TOM HCIYTaHHBIX CITykKaHOoK. [lu YK9Hb ¢ TPyIOM MOOHST
TOJIOBY, TJISIASI HAa YeJIOBeKa B aJIOM OfleTHUU Ha MIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHOX KpHIIIIe.

Anpin CUJIy3T, OOBSITHIM SI3BIKAMHU IIJIaMeHHu, CTOAI Ha CaMOM KpPdlO KOHBKA M 3dalIPDOKHOLIBAJI T'OJIOBY B
663ynep}KHOM xoxoTe. M3 ero Tema TOP4Yallid TPU OTPaBJIEHHBIE CTPEJILI, JIEBaA JIOIIATKa U I'OJIEHb
OB HAaCKBO3b Hp06I/ITbI 3aTOYEeHHBIMH 2K€JIE3HBIMHU IIITEIPAMHU. OH TOMNBKO UYTO IIepexui CTpaLHHbeI
B3PHBIB, HACKBO3b IIPOJIOMUB CTEHY KOMHATEI MEXaHNU3MOB, €T0 IIaJINJI OTOHb — a OH CMESTICA.

B aToM ronoce He OBIIO ¥ KallIu CTpafaHus. JIUIIh UKW, YIUBAIOMIKANACS CBOOOION BOCTOPT
4yeJi0BeKa, KOTOPOMY IIJIeBaTh Ha XKU3Hb U CMEPTh.

Iy Yx3Hb IIYMHO IIepeBel OyX, He CBOIS C Hero rias.

«Cymacmepnmmui!»

IIBe Hemenmu Ha3ajl 3TOT BEIPOMOK B CTOBOPE C MATEXKHUKAMHU 3allep ero U IapCTBeHHOTo OpaTta B
IOI3eMHOM TeMHUIIe, COOMpPAasCh IPUPEe3aTh, €ABa HACTYIUT HYKHEIN Yac. [IpoxkmaB OecsaTh gHeH u
IIOHSB, YTO BEpHAas TarWHas CTpaxa He ABUTCS, Ly YK9Hb pelusics Ha OTYassHHBIY war. [IocTaBuB Ha



KOH CO6CTBeHHy'IO XKM3Hb, OH 3aMaHMJI IOXUTUTEJIEN B KOMHATy ME€XaHHU3MOB.

Copox BOCEMb CMEPTOHOCHEIX JIOBYILIEK. [lopora B oguH KOHel. OH 3HaJl, YTO UJET Ha CMePTh, HO
HUKaK He 0XKM[aJl, YTO 3TOT 6e3yMell B aJloM 0KaXKeTCs HaCTOIbKO CUJIeH. TOT KPYIINUII BCe Ha CBOEM
IIyTH C SIPOCTBIO Pa3rHeBaHHOTO OoxkecTBa. OH yMyapuics BeITaumTh Ly YK9HS U3 9TOTO afia 3a
IIKUPKY, IIBBIPHYJT Ha YEPEMNuIly, a caM IlepeMaxHyJI Ha COCEOHIOI0 KPHIIIY U 3alllefIcd B X0X0Te. Tak
OHHU 3[eCh U 0Ka3aJINCh.

[TomaBuB HaKaTUBIINH yKac, LIy YK9Hb 3aMeTHJI, UYTO HECKOJIHKO T'BapAeiileB COOMPAIOTCS MIPLITHYTh
K 6e3yMIly, ¥ U3 IOCTIEOHUX CUJI KPUKHYIL:

— Hazapn! He npubnuxanTecs!

OH cHOBa 3alIesncs B CyXOM KalIlJie. KOpOTKO BBEIIOXHYB YIEJIEBIINM CTPAaXKHUKAM, I'ieé UCKATb
IIOTAMHOM XOf, YTOOBI BEI3BOJIUTD HMIIepaTOpa, IIPUHI] BHOBE YCTABUJICSA Ha QB CHUJTy3T. Cmex
IIOCTEIIeHHO 3aTHuXall, II0OKa He OGOpB&J’ICH OKOHYATEeJIbHO.

I_[I/I UK9HB CcXKall KyJIaKH, BBEI2KOAJT HECKOJIbBKO MYYHUTEJIbHBIX MT'HOBEHUH U CIIPOCHII:

— OH cpox?

OI_II/IH u3 rBapueﬁueB OCTOPO2KHO IIOOOIIE]II K TeJIy, IIPDOBEPUII IIYJIbC XU IMOYTUTEJIbHO JOJIOKHUII:

— Batre BricouecTBO, OH MEpPTB.

— Touno?

— Taxk TouyHO.

HatsinyTas no npepnena cTpyHa B rojoBe Llu YxsHg nonHysna. B rinazax MrHOBeHHO ToTeMHeN0. OH
IIOBAJIUJICS HAB3HUYb U B IIOCTIEIHUMN KPATKUM MUT yCIeJl 0CO3HATh, YTO JIETUT CIIMHOU B IIPOJIOM
KPHIIIY, [I0CJIe Yero CO3HaHNe OKOHYATEJIbHO IIOKUHYJIO €To0.

)%k

Msrko Mepuanu CBeuu, B BO3yxe BUTAJ eiBa YIOBUMEIH apoMaT 6J1arOBOHUH.

Llu YK9Hb Pe3K0 pacHaxHyJ rjla3a 4 ceyl Ha moctenud. OTKUHYB IIeTKOBBIN TI0JIOT, OH OLIEJIOMIIEHHO
yCTaBUJICS Ha Mo 60T 3HAKOMOe YOPAHCTBO CHajIbHU. [[HEM OH y2Ke MPUXOOUI B cebsi, HO
PeaTbHOCTh TOKA3alach HaCTOJIBKO OUKOM ¥ HEBO3MOXKHOM, YTO OH ITPOCTO OTKITIOYHUIICS CHOBA.



Temeps, OTTIAAEBIINCh BHUMATEIbHEE, OH HEBOJILHO 3a[aICsl BOITPOCOM: HEYXKEeINH OH [IeHCTBUTETbHO
BEPHYJICS Ha TPU rofa Ha3apg?

— Baine BricouecTBo, Bel 04HYIHCh! — EBHYX KaHbaHb MmocmemHo nogoekan K KpoBaTé U OepekHO
oA epKaJl ero Moy JIOKOTh, Ha ero JInulle YuTaaach KpauHsAsa TpeBora.

Llu YK3Hb BIJIAMEINICS B 3TO JIUII0 — OHO BHITJIAZIENIO UYTh MOJIOXKE, UYeEM B ero BOCIIOMUHaHUSX. He
yIOepKaBIIUCh, OH OecliepeMOHHO CXBATUJI €BHYyXa 3a IIeKy U C CUJION OTTSIHYJI B CTOPOHY.

«JIeCTBUTEIILHO, HE MAaCcKa U3 YeJI0BeYEeCKOH KOXKH...»

[TpunIr 6€3y4acTHO pa3kKaJl MaibIlbl.

KaHbaHb JaBHO NPUBHIK K KalpH3aM U 4yadecTBaM CBOEr0 TOCIIOAUHA, Y KOTOPOro CeMb ISATHHUI] Ha
Hefele, HO cefyac HCKPEeHHe PacTepsICs:

—... Bamie BricouecTBo?

— [lyctaku. 1 nporonogancs.

EBHYX TYT K€ 3aXJIOIOTall, IPUKAa3aB CIIy2KaHKaM ITOCKOPe€ HAaKPhIBATEL Ha CTOIIL. L[I/I YK5Hb B35
IMruaiy ¢ puCcoM, HO MEICJIM €TI0 BUTAJIN JaJIEKO OT €[HbI.

«Kak g 3pecs ouyTtusca? Heyxenu g Bce-TakKu yMep?»

JIuto ero ucka3uia rpuMaca gocagsl. OH Beb TUYHO U3BEJ TeX YOII0OKOB, 3aMaHUI B JIOBYLIKY U
yrpo6usn 6e3yMiia B ajioM, 3y0aMu BHIPBaJl CBOIO XKU3Hb U3 jarn cMepTtu! OH yXkKe MOYTH BOIIEN B
WCTOPUIO KaK BEJTUKUM T'epoil... U TaK HeJelo pa30usics, CBaJIUBIIUChH C KPhIIIH!

«41 3a BCIO CBOIO KHM3Hb COBEPILIHUJI JIUIIb ONUH JeHCTBUTEIHPHO OTBAXKHBIN ITOCTYTIOK — ¥ 3aKOHYMII
BOT Tak?! [To3opue!»

OH €O CTYKOM OIIyCTHJI THAJTy Ha CTOJ:

— AnneTuT mpomnail.

KaHbaHb oHEME]I.

ToBKO UTO Bedb XKajoBaJicd Ha roJiofl, a caM [axe IajloukaMu He IIPUKOCHYIJICA.



— Barre BricouecTBo, Heyxkenu O1Ti0fla He MPHUIIIKCH BaM II0 BKYCY? — OCTOPOZKHO MTOMHTEPECOBAICS
cryra.

— Her, s mpocCTO CHIT.

EngBa Ly YK3Hb IIPpOu3HEC 3TU CJIOBA, KdK B TUIIMHE KOMHATHEI OTYETIIMBO U IIPEeOaTEJIbCKU 3ayP4alio
B ZKHBOTeE.

Iy YK9HE: «...... »

Kanbaus: «...... »

Bo3Hukia HeloBKas, 3BeHsIIas may3a. CEeKyHOy CIyCTs IIPUHII METHYJI B €BHYXa CBUPETIHIH,
IpenyIpeXaalouil B3I,

Kanbansb, 6ymy4u TEPTHIM KajauyoM, MUTOM CO00pa3uil, Kak CIacTH IOJI0KeHHe:

— Ha xyxHe HBIHYe cxanTypunu. CTapeii pab cuio )Xe MUHYTY BEJIUT UMIIEPATOPCKUM II0OBapaM
IIPUTOTOBUTH TO, YTO Bamemy BricouecTBy OeliCTBUTENBHO 110 AYIIE.

Mosomo# TOCIOIUH XOTh U POC U30aT0BAHHEIM, HO JKECTOKOCThI0 HUKOTIa He OTJIMYAJICs, a ¥ K
YeJIsioy OTHOCHUJICS MUIOCTHBO. Celyac OH IIPOCTO CTOpasl OT CThIIa, TAK YTO CTOMJIO MOMBITPATE.

—... He HyxH0, — OypkHyN L1 YXK3HB.

OH BHOBB B3SJICSI 3a ITAJIOUKHU U IIPUHAJICA YIIJIETATh PUC. [TocnemHue monmecsIia B IIJIEHY €ero
JE€P2&KaJIu Ha CYXOM IaiiKe ma JIeOsHOU BOME, I'pex Temmepb HOC BOPOTUTE OT FOpH‘-IGfI €1bI.

ITonunas JIyHa B30IIJIa BEICOKO Ha[l TOPU30HTOM, 0T6paCbIBaﬂ CKBO3b JIUCTBY paCKI/IJII/ICTOI;I aKallun
y30p4YaTrie KOJ'[G6HIOHJ,'I/IGC${ Tenu. [locme YXKWHa Iy Yk5HE Bejen ClIyraM He 0eCIIOKOUTD €ro U B
OOVHOYECTBE BHIIIE B CaA IIOABIIIATE BO3OYXOM.

[Ien BTOpOM rof 3phl X910aHb. EMy celiyac BCero nsATHaALATh.

Cyns 1mo paccmpocaM, KOTOPEE OH OCTOPOKHO HaBeJl JHEM, ero cob6cTBeHHast ycagpba OymeT
IOCTPOEHaA JIUIIE Yepe3 MmojiMecsina. Torga OH HaKOHeI[ IOKUHET ABOPell U 3a3KUBET B CBOE
yIOBONIbCTBUE 6€33a00THHIM YIENTbHBIM KHSI3eM. B MpoIioi XK1U3HU BCE UMEHHO TaK U OBIJIO... TOKa
TPU TOfa CIyCTS He T'PSHYI TPOM.

MeICTi HEBOJTBHO BEPHYIUCEH OT 6€3yMIla B aJIoM K TJIaBHOMY BUHOBHUKY Bcex Oem — mpemaTento Cso
Xony. JIumo Lu YK5Hg BHOBB ITIEPEKOCUTIO OT IPOCTH.



JIrogu 4acTto Cyma4ar, 6YJITO B HMHepaTOPCKOfI ceMbe HET MecTa JIto0BH, HO caM OH [0 IIOPHI 7O
BpeMeEHHt POC B a0COJTIOTHOM CYaCThe.

Bynyuu CHIHOM ITOKOMHOM MMIIePATPUILl, OH UMEJI ABYX CTapIIUX eNUHOYyTPOOHKIX OpaTheB.
Crapimii, 3aKOHHBIM HaclIeHUK IIPECTO0JIa, POC OflapeHHBIM KaK B HayKaX, TaK ¥ B BOMHCKOM
MCKYCCTBE, ¥ yXKe B OeCsTh JIeT YIOCTOWICS TUTYJa HacleqHOoro mpuHIia. Bropoi Gpat yien Ha
BOEHHYIO CJTy2K0Y, ITPOCIIABUJICS B IIOXOHAX U MMPOYHO YAEPKUBaJ B PyKax KOMaHJOBaHUE apMHUeH.
OTel, MaTyIlIKa ¥ CHIHOBBS BCeTfla AYIIN APYT B OPyTe He 4asiu. [I03ToMy ABa roma Ha3ap
BOCXOXKJIeHHe CTapIiero Opata Ha TPOH IIPOIIJIO MUPHO U TIafKo, 0e3 MPUBLHIYHOM 15 IBOPIIA
KPOBaBOU PE3HU.

Mrnafimui ChIH yIIeIero MpaBUTeNIs, OH poc BceoOmuM modumiieM. Y mycTs poguTenel yxe He
OBLITO B XKMBHIX, Y HET'O OCTABAIUCh OpAaThs — OOWH M3 KOTOPHIX Teneps IpaBunl [lomHe6ecHOl. EMy
camou cynb0oii OBIIO TpefHaYepPTaHO XKUTh B HeTe ¥ POCKOIIIH.

OH He Befas ropecTeil ¥ He CTAJIKUBaJICI C ABOPIIOBOM I'PA3bI0, II0OKA Ha ero myTy He BO3HUK Cs0
XoH.

Iy Yx3Hb CKaJl KyJIakKy, B3TJIAL ero CAelaliCca JIeqsIHbIM.

[Tpu XXKU3HM OTI[A-UMIIEPATOPa BO OBOPIIE POCTIH ellle [Ba MPUHIIA OT HaJI0XKHUIl. HO IIOCKONBKY
HBEIHEIHUH ToCyIaph OTIMYAJICS BEIMKOMYIIHEM, OH U MAJbIleM WX He TPOHYI — Te Besu cebs
CMHPHO ¥ CO BPEMEHEM TIOIyYHIIHA CBOU YIEIIHL.

Cs10 X9H ke OBl IPUKUTEIM OT 6€3POMHON CITyKaHKK 0acTapmoM, BCe 9TH TOAbl 00PeTaBIIMMCS Ha
3a[BOpPKax uMIepun. 3asiBu OH 0 ce0e MUPHO, CcTapinuii 6paT HaBepHsIKa Hales 66l criocod
o0ecIeyuTh POCTBEHHUKY Oe30eqHoe CylleCTBOBaHue, MyCTh U 6e3 odunuanbHoro npusHanus. Ho
3TOT yOIIIOOOK IIpeAnoyesl yCTPOUTDb 3ar0BOD, MTOXUTUTh UX U 3aXBaTUTh TPoH! HecnbixaHHas
HariaoCTh!

ApocTh 3aKunana B rpygy ¢ HOBOU cujou. Ly YK9HE MepuJl laraMu cafl, 3aJI02KUB PYKHU 3a CIIUHY.
BorbIlie Bcero Ha CBeTe eMy XOTeJI0Ch IIPSIMO ceidyac U3pyOuTh Iofjiella B MEeJIKAY BUHET'PET, HO
ropsiuka B TaKOM Jiejie — IIJIOXOM COI03HUK. [Ipexne Bcero Heo0X0muMO TOCKOHAIbHO BHISICHUTH,
OEUCTBUTENbHO NI B Xkujax Cs10 X9Ha TeUueT UMIepaTOPCKas KPOBb.

OH BoIIIeN 10y CBOIL 6ece Ky 1 HEIPOMKO CKOMaHIOBa:

— Ko mHe.

ToTuac HOYHYIO TUIIMHY BCKOJILIXHYJIO JIETKOE NYHOBEHUE BETPa, ¥ 3a ero CIIUHOM OeCIIyMHO
COTKAJIUCh [IBa CUJIy3Ta:

— [IpusetcTByeM Bate BricouecTso.



[TpuHI 00epHYICS.

YV Kaxmoro mpaBuTess Oblla IMYHAS TallHas CTpaXa — MPEeBOCXOTHEIE MacTepa O0EBHIX UCKYCCTB,
BEepHBIE TEHH, TOTOBHIE 0e3 KonebaHuM OTHATh XKHU3Hb 3a rocrnoauHa. M3 3a60Tel 0 Myapiiem Opare,
TIOKUIAIOIIEM POJHEIE CTEHEI, UMIIEPATOP OTIHCANl €My HECKOJIBKUX JTydIuX O0UIIOB B IEHD
TI02KAJTOBAHUS TUTYA. Y mBoe M3 HUX ceidac MPeKIOHWUIN Tepe] HUM KOJIeHH.

— TMopmoiimute 6nuXKe.

TaiHbIE CTPaXu IMOJYMHUIINCE, COEJIAB IIOJIIIarad BIiepen, HO He ITIOOJHUMAsICh C KOJIEH.

Iy YX3Hb HEIOBOJIBHO HAXMYPHUJICS:

— Eme 6nuxe.

BoM1Ibl yIUBIIEHHO TIEPETTISHYIIUCH U IPUOBUHYINUCH ellle HEMHOTO.

Takas HepeluInuTeJIbHOCTE BhIBEJIa IIPHUHIIA U3 cebs. OH cam IMOOCKOYHII K HUM, OIIYCTHUJICSA Ha
KOPTOYKHU M 3arJIdHyJI UM IIPAMO B JIMIIA.

CTpa}KHI/IKI/I 3aMepPIid, He 3Hasd, KaK pearupoBarTs.

I YK5Hb IOOO3PUTEIBLHO OTISAAENICS 0 CTOPOHAM M 3alllelTal:

— Y MeHs [ Bac eCTh TaHOE TIOPy4YeHue.

«Barre BeicouecTBO, BOOOIIE-TO 371eCh HY [YIIH, MOXKETE I'OBOPUTD B ITOJTHBIN I'0OJIOC», — MIPOHECIIOCH
B TOJIOBAX CTPaxXew, HO BCIIyX OHM He IIPOPOHUIM HY 3ByKa. 3a Té HECKOJIbKO THEH, YTO OHU
OXPAHSIIM I0HOTO IIPHUHIIA, TOT BIEPBLIE 3aTOBOPHUJII CTOJIb CEPLE3HO U BeIHYaB0O, 0OTOPOCUB NETCKUE
MHTOHAIUH.

— CnymaeM Balllk IIOBEJIEHUA, — IIOYTUTEJIEHO OTO3BaJINCh OHH.

— Haupgute yenoseka 1o uMmeHu Cs10 X3H, — emle tulle npousnec Ly YxksHb. — EMy certyac gOJIXKHO
OBITH OKOJIO CEMHAMIIATH JIET, JKUBET 3[1€Ch, B CTOJIUIle. MHE HYKHO 3HATh O HEM BCE: OT KOTO
pOOUICS, C KeM 3HaeTCs, Ie IPOBOOUT AHU. Kaxkayio Meaoyb.

— byner ucnosnzexo.

— W rimaBHOE — He B3OyMauTe CIYyTHYTH ero. [ledCTByiUTe CKPEITHO.



— Cnyuraemcs.

[lu Yk9Hb IIOHUMAJ, YTO B OTPOMHOM METAIOJIMCe UCKATh MaIbUHIIKY 110 OQHOMY JIUIIh UMEHU —
BCe PaBHO YTO UTOJIKY B cTore ceHa. OH II0OBes cTpaxkel B KaOMHET, JOoCTajl CBUTOK PUCOBOM GyMaru
Y TIPUHSIJICS BRIBOOUTH ouepTanus nuiia Cso XaHa. [To Mepe TOro Kak Ha Oymare mpoCTyIaiu
HEHaBUCTHHIE YEPTHI, IPUHI] BCe CUJIbHEE CKpuIies 3y0aMu oT 3710CTU. HakoHeI OH C CUJIOH LIBEIPHYT
KHUCTh Ha CTOJ:

— 3abuparire!

CrpaxXHuKM OPOCHUIM B3I HA PUCYHOK U MBICJIIEHHO 00JIer4YeHHO B3[MOXHYIIM: YPOMIA C TAaKOH
IIePEKOIIeHHOM (U3NOHOMUEN OHM OTHIIYT 0€3 Tpy[a.

[TpoBomuB ux B3rnsamoM, Llu Yxkasnb 3apymarncs. Pa3obpaTecs ¢ Cso XaHOM — TOfena, HO 3a HUM
CTOSIT OTIaCHHBIE JTIIOYU U3 I35HXY. A TOT 6e3yMell B ajioM... Ero 60eBble HaBHIKM I'PaHUYaT C
HeBO3MOXKHEIM. Kak 070/1eTh 4y[OBUILlEe TaKOU pa3pyLIUTEILHOU CUJIBL?

Pa3pasncs HerpoMKui CTYK B ABEDb.

— Bamre BricouecTBO, — pa3gascs u3 Kopuaopa rojgoc Kanvansi. — Ero BenuuecTBo moxasosail.

Llu Yk9Hb BCTpEIEeHYJICS 1 OPOCUIICS K BHIXOTY.

ViMmepaTop He CTasl yCTPauBaTh IHIIIHBIN BhIE3] C riamaTasMu. Ha HeM ObIIO TPOCTOE JoMallTHee
oflesiHUE, a COIIPOBOXK/AJIM €T0 JIUIIb HECKOJIbKO NOBEPEHHKIX CIyT. YBUmeB 6paTa, rocymaphb MATKO
YIIBIOHYJICS:

— Kak tBOE camouyBcTBUE? Bce nu B nopsanke?

Y Iz Yx9HSI MTHOBEHHO 3allHIIaJIO B I'Jla3ax:

— Bpar...

Crapimii 6paT yOUBIEHHO IPUIIONHST OpOBU:

— Yto cnyuyunock? Kto Te6s1 06unen?

Mapmmmi s 0e3MOJIBHO ITOKAYasl TOJI0BOM.

B mporioi XuU3HM, efBa IPOCYUTAB ero 0e3yMHBIH IIJIaH CIIaCeHUsI, CTapIIui 6paT pBaics MPUHATh
ymap Ha cebs. Ho TOT MpOKISATHIM MOHCTP B aJloM MTHOBEHHO 00e3[IBUXKHUJI €T0, 3a0JI0KMPOBaB



aKyIMyHKTypHbIe TOYKH. [ YK3HB 0 CUX ITOP TIOMHUJI IIOJTHBIN y2Kaca U 6eCCUIBHOTO OTYASTHUS
B3rJI7 OpaTa, 00PeYeHHOT0 CMOTPETh, KaK CaMbll OJIM3KUM YeJIOBEK UIET Ha BEPHYIO cMePTh. OHO
9TO BOCIIOMUHAHUE 3aCTaBJIAJNIO CePALle CKUMATLCSA OT HEBHIHOCUMOM TOCKHU.

CrnoTHyB NOACTYNUBIINY K TOPJTy KOM, OH BBIIaBUIL:

— Bce xopomo. ITpaspa.

WMmnepaTop, pa3yMeeTcs, He TIOBEPUJT HA eIUHOMY cJIoBY. OH mofoIes 6/1uKe U MSITKO CIIPOCHIT:

— Pacckaxu mHe. Yto Te0s rinoxeT?

— IlpaBpa, HU4Yero cTpamHoro, — Ly YKaHb mombITancs B3ITh cebsi B pyku. — [1pocTo... BypPHOH COH
TIPUBUIEIICS.

— Bot kak? U 4yTo ke Tebe CHUIOCH?

— BynrTo 3a HaMu THalachk CTasi CBUPENHIX XUITHUKOB. MbI Oexkanu 6e3 OTJIAIKY, a IIOTOM ... S
PELINIT YBECTH UX 3a co00M, 4TOOHI criacTu TeOsi, — MMBITHYJ HocoM Llu Yxkaub. — MBI pa3genunucs,
U 5 IPOCHYJICS, TaK U HE Y3HaB, yLeJe I THL.

<<I/IHTepeCHO, KaKOBO eMy OBITIO YBUOETE MO€ GGSHBIXGHHOG T€eJIO II0CJIe TOTO B3PHIBA...» — IIOAYMaJl
OH, 9YBCTBY$, KdK HABOPAYUBAIOTCSA CJIE€3HI.

MMrepaTop, BUS ero KCKpeHHee PacCTPORCTBO, HEBOILHO PACCMEsIICs, Kadast TOJTOBOM:

— [nyneri TH ete. Co MHO#M OBl HUYETo He CIIy4uioch. [la 1 ecu Obl Ha HAC JeHCTBUTENIBHO HAllaIu
OUKHEe 3BEPH, 3aluINaTh Te0ss — MoK goir. TBoe memo — CUOeTh TUX0 U XKAATh IIOMOIITH,
OOTOBOPUIIUCE?

Hu YK5Hb IIpeaaHHO YCTAaBUJICA Ha HETO IIOKPACHEBIIXMMHU OT CJIE3 I'Ia3dMHU:

— Vry...

l"ocy;:[apb JIACKOBO IIPH2KAJI €ro K cebe ¥ MOXJIOMNaJ IO CIIKHE, KaK Oejiall B 1eTCTBe:

— Hy Hafo e, coBceM B3POCIIHIA BEIPOC, a IIJIavellh 13-3a CHOB.

— Bogce s He mnavy, — OYpKHYJ yIpsIMell, ThIKasiCb HOCOM B €T0 IIJIeY0.



— KoHeYHO-KOHEeYHO, He IIaYellb, — YIIOHYJICS UMIIepPaTop.

Ou yBen OpaTa B IIOKOHU, TTIOCKOET C HAM, IT0Ka TOT OKOHYATEJIbHO He YCIIOKOUIICS, U JIUIIh
yOequBIINCE, YTO TPEBOTa OTCTYIuUA, OTOLLI K cebe. [u YK3Hb HOJT0 CTOSN Ha IIOPOTre, TS BCen
yHOAJSIoUencs mporeccuu. [Ipolioe TsKeNbIM TPY30M JIETJI0 Ha AYINY, ¥ OH He cHepXKajl THXO0Tro
B37I0XA.

KaHbaHb IeTMKaTHO KaIlJIgHYII:

— Barrre BricouecTB0?

[TpuHIL pe3KOo pa3BepHYJICS, IIMBITHYJI HOCOM U I'PO3HO YCTABUJICS Ha CIIYTy. EBHYX ITOCIIEIIHO
OIIyCTHJI I'J1a3a, CAejiaB BUJ, YTO YPe3BHUYANHO yBJIeUeH CcO3epliaHreM COOCTBEHHEIX TY(heb.
CrpaBUBIIKCH C HAXJILIHYBIIUMU 4yBCcTBaMHu, [ YK9Hb yMbIIcs, 3a0pasics oM TeIioe Ofesisio U
MT'HOBEHHO YCHYJI KPETIKUM, 6€3MSITeXKHBIM CHOM.

kkk

I/IMHepaTOpCKI/Ie HIENKU He 3P4 ek CBOH XJ1€0: YZXKe 9epe3 OIBa JHA OHU 6eCH.Iy'MHO BO3HHKIIU B €TI0
IIOKOSX C OOKJIadOM.

I_[I/I YK3Hb, TOJIBKO YTO 3aKOHYHUBIINM 3dBTPAKATh, TaK U IIOAIPLITHYJI Ha MECTE:

— Harmnu?!

CTapU.IPII:I W3 JO30PHEBIX ITIOMEJINII MTHOBEHHE, IIPEXKIOE YEM OTBETUTH:

— Yesl0BEK C TAKUM UMEHEM U BO3PacToM OEeHCTBUTEJIBHO IIPO2KHUBAET B CTOJINILIE. ITom meBBIM I'1a30M
Y HEro npuMeTHad POOVHKA — CJIE3Had OTMETHHaA.

Y Llu YxkaHs nepexBaTuso geixanue. OH TYT XKe BeNesl CefiaTh KOHEX U B CONMMPOBOXKIEHUU OXPaHBI
TalHO MMOKUHYI ABopel. Ha 0qHOM U3 0KUBJIEHHBIX TOPTOBBIX YJIUI] CTOJIUIIEI OH OCTAHOBUJICS Y
JIaBKM OpeBHOCTEeN. EnBa u3 mBeper 3aBefleHus MTOKa3aliCsa U3SAIIHBIM I0OHOIIA, INI0 MPHHIIa KCKa3uia
rpuMaca 4uCTOW, He3aMyTHEHHON HeHaBUCTH.

«OHul!»

Ia 51 aToro y6iiogKa U3 THICSYX y3HAl0, lake eCJId er0 B IMTOPOIIOK COTPYT!

CTpaXXHUKY XpaHUIX rpoOOBOE MOJTYaHUE.



OHY TTepeBOOMIIN B3TJISAN CO CMA3JIMBOTO CTOJIMYHOTO ()paHTa Ha LIEHEeBP KUBOMKUCH, COTBOPEHHBINA UX
TOCIIOMMHOM, ¥ TUXOHBKO CXKUMAJIU Kylaku. HakoHeIl OMMH U3 HUX He3aMeTHO CKOMKaJl PUCYHOK H
3acyHyn norny6xe B pykaB. CraBa 60raM I3SHXY, V TapHS JeHCTBUTEIBHO OKa3asiach 3Ta POAUHKA,
HHaYe 110 TIOPTPETy OHM MCKaIK OBl eT0 J0 CKOHUAHUS BEKOB.

Iy Yxoup npuinypuscs, usydas Cso XaHa. TOT BHITIIsIAEN MOJIOXKE U 3eJIeHee, UEM B ero KoImapax
u3 OyZmy1Iero, HO CIiecH BO B3IJIsifie OBUIO He 3aHUMATh.

<<Hey}KTO BO30OMHUII ce0st MITUIIEN BBICOKOTO TOJIeTa, @ Ha OCTAIbHBIX CMOTPHUT KaK Ha I'PA3b 110
HOTaMM?» — MEICJIEHHO YCMEXHYJICA IMPUHII.

C TpynoM mofaBUB XKeJlaHue JIMYHO BIEMUTHCS MeP3aBIly B TJIOTKY, OH CKBO3b 3Ol CKOMaH/I0BaJI:

— Hauigute npo4HsbIil MeLIoK. BrICTpoO.

[ToBuHYsCBH IpUKa3y, 001 6eCIIyMHO pacTasijiu B Tome. He Moo u 4YeTBePTH Haca, KakK OHU
MCKYCHO 3aMaHHUJIM HAYero He mopo3peBatolero Cso XaHa B 6e3/MI0HbIN TYIIUK U PE3KUM
IBUXKEHUEM HATSHYIIM €My IJIOTHHIM XOJIIIOBEIM MEIIOK Ha TOJIOBY.

— Yo 3a... KT0 BBl Takue?! — 3aKpuyas nepenyraiHblid I0HOIIA, IIBITAasiCh BEIPBAThCSA. —
Hemepnnenno otnyctute!

LIy Yx9Hb HETOPOIIJIUBO BHIIIEN M3-3a yIia 1 6e33ByYHO, OOHUMHU ry0aMu IpuKa3as: «[Jepxkure
Kpenue!»

CTpaxy HaBaJIMJIMCh Ha NIJIEHHUKA, BXXaB €r0 B TOPOXKHYIO IIbLJIb, ¥ IPElaHHO YCTaBUIUCH Ha
MOJIOJIOTO TOCTIOAUHA. [Ipy BUMe ero Jaulla Y HUX M0 CIHHaM mpobexkan XononoK. OGHIKHOBEHHO
KaIPU3HBIN 1 peOsuIMBLIM IPUHI] cefYac B3Upasl Ha pacliaCTaHHOTO Bpara C JIEAeHSIIUM Y1y
BEICOKOMepPHEM. TOHKME YePTHl I0HOT'0 JIUIa 3a0CTPUIIUCE, SBJISIS MUDPY UCTUHHYIO, XUITHYIO TIOPOAY
IIPUPOKAEHHOTO ITPABUTEIS.

[y YK3Hb [eJI0BUTO 3aCy4HUJI pacCIIUTHIE IIEeJIKOM PyKaBa U CAeflal 3Hak cTpaxam: «CTouTe B
cTopone. 4 cam!»

«CaM... 4T0?» — He yCIIeJIu MOofyMaTh rBapAeiiibl, Kak 071aropogHBIN IPUHII C SPOCTHHIM O0€BHIM
KJIMYeM PUHYJICS BIEPEN U MPUHSIICS C YIIOEHUEM 0XaXKHUBAaTh U3BUBAIOIIUNCS MEIIOK HOTaMH.

TenoxpaHuTemIu 0CTOIOEHEIIH.

Csepkas rnasamy, Ly YK9Hb OTBelIMBa/ MMHKYM HANIPaBO ¥ HaJleBO 10 BonsAileMy Cso X3HY.
YTOMUBIIKCH, OH OTOIIEN K CTeHe, IIepeBell OyX, CTep o jiba MOT 6J1arOpOAHEIM KECTOM U, BHOBb
3aCy4uB pyKaBa, Opocuscst B 60¥ ¢ HOBHIMU CUJIAMH.



y CTPaXKHHUKOB 3aiePTrajlucCh I'Jia3d.

«Batre BricouecTBo, MOXKET, nyuile Mel? C BallliM TEJIOCJIOXKEHMEM Bl €0 [0 yTpa KOJIOTUTh
oynmere...» — 6e33BYyYHO BOIIPOIIAIN UX BHTSIHYBIIUECS JHUIIA.

Oun BBEIPA3UTEJIbHO YKA34dJIl Ha COOCTBEHHLIE IIyOOBLEIE KYJIdKH, HO IIPUHI] BEJIMKOOYIIHO
OTMAXHYIJICA: MOJI, TaKHWe yOOBOJILCTBUSA OH OEJIUTE HU C KEM HE HaMEPEH. JIumb Korga Yy HEro
OKOHYATEJIbHO UCCAKIIA CUIIBI, OH C YyBCTBOM THYGOKOTO YOOBIIETBOPEHUA OTCTYIIXII, IIOIIPABUJI
OfexXny u IMUPOKUM IIarOM HAIIPABUJICA IIPOYD M3 IIE€PEYyIIKa. OXpaHHI/IKI/I TIOCIIEIHO CKOJIb3HYIIHA
CiiegoM, CKPBIBIIMCE Ha KPBIIIaX.

CnycTst mapy MUHYT U3PSIIHO MOMSTHIHM Cs10 X9H KOe-KakK CTSHYII C ceOst XOMIIOBYI0 TKaHb, HO BOKPYT
He 0CTaJIOCh HU AYIIH.

B3rnsag moOUTOro I0HOIIN IOTEMHENT OT TJIYXO0H, 3aTaeHHOM 37100H.

[y Yk9Hb 1IETI 110 YIIuIle, CUss KaK HauMuIleHHBIM MeHbIHM Ta3. 3aMeTUB OeCIIyMHO
ITPUCTPOUBIIUXCS PSOOM TEJTOXPAaHUTENEH, OH OPOCHIT Ha XOMy:

— He coyckaiiTe ¢ Hero riaas.

— Cnymaemcs.

— Kak TonpKO 3a/Ie4uT CUHSKY U IIOKaXKeTCs Ha yNulle — cpa3y JoknapbBauTe. [ToiimeM OUTH CHOBA.

—... EcTh.

[TpeOrIBast B MPEeBOCXOOHOM PACIIONIOXKeHUHU Aayxa, Ll YK9Hb HETOPOIIMBO IIPOTYIUBAICS MUMO
JIY4YLINX CTOIMYHBIX 3aBeJeHUH U yKe TIOJyMBIBAJl 3aT/ITHYTh B 9JIUTHEIA PeCTOpaH, Kak BAPYT KpaeM
r7a3a yJI0BUII B IECTPOM TOJIIE SIPKOoe MATHO. MyK4YKHa B aJioM IIeIKOBOM XajlaTe HeCIIEITHO
TpoOupascs CKBO3b JTIOCKOM TIOTOK.

Cepaiie mpuHIIa IPOMYyCTHIO yaap. He pa3nyMbiBast HU CEKYH[IbI, OH OPOCHUIICS B IIOTOHIO.

«Heyzxkenu 3To TOT cambii icux? Ho 4To eMy #emnaTh B CTOJHIE B 9TO BpeMs? HeyxkTo ouu ¢ Csi0
X3HOM yKe CTOBOPUJIUCH?»

Mebicnu BUXpEM Hecnuch B rojyioBe. Lu YxkasHb npubaBuil ary, HaMepeBasiCh 3aUTH Cliepeu 1
3arIsTHyTh HE3HAKOMITY B TH10. ECu ommbcs — 4TO X, MPOCTO U3BUHUTCS U COIIJIETCS Ha IJI0X0€
3peHue.



«MHI Ke Bpoae OﬁeﬂaTb COGI/IpaJ'II/ICB...» — PaCTEPSAHHO IIEPErIAHYJINCE CTPAaXKU U IIOCIIEIINIIN 3a
CBOMM HEIIPeOCKa3yeMhbIM I'OCIIOOUHOM, KOTOpBIfI BHE3allHO r[yneI?I BJIETEJI B IBEPU KAKOI'0-TO
3aBeIeHHUdg.

OCTaHOBUBIINCH y IOPOTa, TBApHAEUIIE TIOAHSIN I'J1a3a Ha BEIBECKY, M Y HUX BHYTPHU BCE IIOXOJIOHEIIO.

«Barre BricouecTBo, BEI OB XOTh HHOTTIA Ha ABEPHU CMOTPEJIH Iepe[ TeM, KaK BXOIUTh!»

JIvirs o9yTUBUIUCE BHYTPH, L1 YK9HD [0 XapaKTEPHBIM apoMaTaM IYOPHl U ClIallaBhIM yIIbIOKaM
IOHOIIIEN 0CO3HAJ, YTO BIIOMUJICS B 3JIUTHHIN MyONUYHBIA OOM AJIS MIOOUTENIEN MYXKCKOM JTacKH.
Bnpouewm, oTcTynaTh Ob10 TO30HO. BeciiepeMOHHO OTTONIKHYB MTOJICKOYHUBIIIETO 3a3bIBally, OH
B3JIETEJI 110 JIECTHUIIE HAa BTOPOU 3TaX M IPUHSIICS PACTEPSIHHO 03UPAThCS II0 CTOPoHaM. Kyma
TIOfleBaJICS 3TOT aJIbIM XaiaT?

OH chenan mapy IIaroB 10 KOPUAOPY, COOUPasich CXBaTUTh 3a LIMBOPOT MECTHOT'O YIIPABIISIONIETO,
KakK BIPYT OOHAa U3 ABepeu NPUOTKpLUIach. Kperkas MyXKcCKas pyKa BEICYHYJIaCh HapyXKy, BLENUIach
€My B IIJIeY0 ¥ BTaumiaa BHyTph. CekyHny crnycTs Ll YKaHs OecliepeMOHHO ITpHKaJIu CIIMHON K
OEPEBSIHHOM CTBOPKE.

[Tepen HUM CTOSIT TOT CaMEBIi 00IafiaTelb albix ofex . CMepUB €ro HaCMEIITUBLIM B3TJISIOM,
HEe3HaKOMeEI] VIILIOHYIICS:

— WM 3a4eM TH 3a MHOM IIIIINOHUIIE, IIpeyecTHoe I[I/ITH?

Iy Y>k3Hb BIIAOEIICS B €ro JIUII0. AOCOIIOTHO He3HAKOMBIHM YenoBeK. O0IeryeHne TeIsIon BOJTHON
PasNuIoCh o TPyau — ciiaBa 6oraM, 9To He TOT 6€3yMHEBIN MacTep...

XoTs moroguTe, Kakoe K uepTy obneryenne?! Kakoro gpsBoja 3TOT MaBIUH BHIPSIAUIICS B KpacHoe?!
IIo cMepTy Hamyras 4eCTHOr0 IpuHLa!l

Barnsan u YK9HSI MTHOBEHHO CTall MPAYHBIM, XOT I'OJIOC ITPO3BYyYall TIOOAYEPKHYTO BEXKIINBO:

— IIpomy nmpouienHus. MHe I0Ka3ayioch, YTO BBl — MOM [aBHUM OIU3KUN APYT, KOTOPOTO 51 He BUAEN
MHoro jieT. O603Hacs.

KpacaB4YuK KOKETIMBO IPUIONHSI 0e3yIIPeYHO 0YePUYEeHHYI0 OPOBE:

— Bor Kak? A 5-TO IpeuIHsIM OeioM IIogyMall, YTo MPUTISHYTICS Tele.

[y Y>K9Hb MOMBITAJICS BEICBOOOOUTHLCS M YHATH, HO XBaTKa HE3HAKOMIIA OKa3aslach kKejne3Hou. Umes
3a MyIe4aMy CYPOBHIM OIBIT IIPOIIION XKU3HY, IIPUHIT] ITPEKPACHO TIOHUMAJI, KOTla CTOUT ITPOSIBUTh
ru6kocTh. OH KPOTKO 3axJIONaJ PECHUIIAMH U JIACKOBO ITIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:



— BynbTe Tak mo0e3Hbl, OTIYCTUTE MEHS, XOPOIIO?

MyX4rHa NMHUIIb THX0 PaCCMesJICS U Jep3K0 KOCHYJICS IasibllaMu ero nogboponka:

— TonbKO eciu pa3meNnullb CO MHOM KyOOK IIPeBOCXOMHOTO BUHA.

Iu YX3Hb 3aCTEHYUBO OIYCTHUJI ITIa3KU ¥ TUXO IpoluenTan: «JlagHo...»

Croumno Harmely ocinabuUTh XBaTKY U OMYCTUTh PYKY, KakK IIPUHII ITyJei METHYJICS K KPYTJIOMY CTOIIY,
00erMM PYKaMHU CXBATHUJI TSKEJIBIN NepeBsIHHbBIN Ta0ypeT u ¢ JUKUM BOIIJIEM 3aMaxHYJICS UM Haf
TOJIOBOM:

— 4 TBOIO MaMmarry npurasagen, ypon! CMees tanath 61aropogHoro Kug3a?! COOXHYTh 3ax0Ten?!

MyX4rHa JIUIIAJICS fapa peyH.

VIMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha BTOPOM 3TaxX BOPBaINCh HAKOHEIl llepenyraHHble CTPaXkHUKU. X rima3am
mpencTaia He3abbiBaeMasi KapTHHA: IBePh OOHOM U3 KOMHAT C TPOXOTOM pacllaXHyJack, ¥ OTTYAA, B
TIaHWKe YBOPAYMUBAsCh OT JIeTsIel Mebeu, BEICKOYMIT albili meross. ClnenoM 3a HUM, BEICOKO
B3IBIMasi HaJl TOJIOBOM MaCCHUBHBINM TaOypeT U3 TBEPIX IIOPOJI OePeBa, C MIePEKOIIEeHHbIM OT SPOCTH
JIULIOM HeCCS UX aBTyCTEUIINY IOCIOANH.

TeJIOXpaHI/ITeTII/I 6e3MOJIBHO IePeriIaHyIncCh.

«Baie BricouecTBo... BEI CETONHSI, YaCcOM, He C TOH HOTH BCTaJIU?»
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