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— Bamre BenuyecTBo, cTapeii Mapku3 1y u MiiaAmmy MOJIOZOM TOCIIOANUH yKe JaBHO 0KUAAI0T
ayoueHIN.

— BoycTu ux.

ViMmepaTOpCKHUiA JBOPEL] BEICUIICS HETIPUCTYIIHOM TBEPAbIHEH, ITTTyOOKOW 1 0€3MOJIBHOM, CIIOBHO
Mope. 3a BeTMYECTBEHHBIM PE3HEIM CTOJIOM BOCCEe[Ias IIPaBUTEh — CPEeNOTOYHMEe BePXOBHOM BIACTH U
a0COTIOTHOT'O BETTUYMS.

XOTsI 110 KPOBY HBIHEIIHUM UMIIEPaTOp MIPUXOAUIICS cTapoMy Mapkuay Il pogHEIM BHYKOM, TOT He
CMeJl BRIKa3bIBaTh HU Masieliinei ¢aMunbsipHOCTH. CTapuK CKIOHUIICS B IIIyOOKOM, UCIIOJTHEHHOM
IIOYTEHUS IIOKJIOHE.

ViMmepaTop COM3BOIMII JapOBaTh UM MECTa M C MATKOM YIIEIOKOM PAacCIIPOCUIT O KpacoTax
BocTouHOr0o Mops.

Takas HempuHyXKOeHHas 6ecena OriBasia pegKoCTh0. CTaphlii MapKHU3 IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK
HallpsiXkKeHre MaJio-lIoMaJlly OTIyckKaeT ero. CKOCHB I'jla3a Ha cupfeslIero psagoM u dueMy, oH
peLInI BOCIOJIb30BaThCA ClIydaeM U IIpeACcTaBUTh Miafllero BHykKa [1ai Yxkao.

YneI04MBO CTAapPUK IIPOTOBOPHII:

— Baine BenuuecTBO, MOM CTaplIui BHYK YIOCTOMIICS Balllel MUJIOCTH U HEIHE HECET CIyXKO0y B
Crpaxe I[pucnyxuBanus Hebecam. A 3T0 ero Miapaiui 6paT, OHU IIOYTH CBEPCTHUKH.

CrapimuM BHYKOM B ceMbe [1Iu 6bi1 [1lu AHbYa0 — OOUH U3 CaMBIX OJAapEHHHIX I0HOIIEH B CTpaxke
[TpucnyxuBanus HebecaM. B cTonb 10HBIE TOMBI OH YK€ OOCTUT cTyneHu [TocTuxeHus COKPOBEHHOTO
¥ CO OHS Ha [JeHb MOT CAesaTh LIar Ha CTyleHb [IpoHuKHOBeHUS B Memnouu.

ViMeHHO 13-3a 9TuX 3acnyr ceMbs 11Iu, BEIHYKIeHHAs qocese BeCcTu ce0s THIlle BOILl HUXKe TPABHI,
BHOBB BOCIIPSIHY/IA AyXOM. 3aMeTuB, 4To [13i Ykao 671aroBoIUT cTapiieMy OpaTy, CTaphli MapKu3
pelnsI MPOOBUHYTh U MJIAJIIETO.

[ToitMaB MHOTO3HAYHUTEJIbHEIN B3TIA fAena, [lu AHpMy cpa3y BCE TMOHSIL.

Emé nepen TeM Kak IepecTyIUTh IIOPOT ABOPIlA, CTAPhlii MapKu3 HAMEPTBO BOUII €My B T'OJIOBY:
ceiidyac rinaBHOe — CHHUCKATh PACIOJI0KEHNE Tocymapsi.

Ycnmiias, 4To peds 3alliia 0 HéM, [IIu HHBMY IIOCIIEITIHO CKJIOHHJICA U Ha6pancsf OeP30CTHU BCTABUTH
CJIOBO:



— Ecnu Baiie BenmuecTBo Korga-HUOYOb MOXKeNIaeT OTOOXHYTh OT TOCYAapPCTBEHHEIX 3a00T,
c00/1aroBOJIMTE MTOCETUTD HallM Kpas ¥ BocTouHOTO MOpsi. Best Hallla ceMbsi TOUTET 3a BETUYANIITYIO
YeCTb IPUHSATH BaC U MOATOTOBUT BCE K BallleMy IIPUE3y.

— BocTouHOE MOpe?.. — HETPOMKO IIOBTOPUJI UMIIEPATOP. B €ro 3aqyMYnBOM rojioce HEBO3MOKHO
OBIJIO YTIOBUTH HY THEBa, HU MUJIOCTH.

Bopyr oH 0OpoHUT:

— IecTh €T 4 OXpaHATI py'6e}KI/I B }Oq}Koy, HO TaK X HE BRIKPOUJI BPEMEHHU BITJIAHYTH Ha TE 6epera.

[IIu AHBMY He IPHUAAN 3TUM CJIOBaM 3HQUYEHHUS, HO Y CTAPOTr0 MapKu3a II0 CIIuHE mpobpart JeaeHA i
xonon. OH IPHHSJICS TOPOIIMBO NMOAOKWpPaTh CI0Ba, OTYASHHO MBITAsCh YBECTH PA3TOBOP B CTOPOHY.

B GBITHOCTH HACJEOHBIM ITPHUHIIEM HEIHEIIHWM UMIIepaTop ObT COC/IaH BepXOBHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM U3
ctonulbl B manekunt FOuxoy. M x0T Te Kpas lexkany He Tak [ajleko 0T BoCTOYHOro Mops, 3a HONTHe
TOMbl M3THAHUS OH HU pa3y He HaBEeCTHUJI POACTBEHHUKOB I10 MaTEPUHCKOM TMHUU. 3@ 3TUM
MOJITYaHUEM CKPHIBAJIUCh CTaphle 0OU[EI, 0 KOTOPHIX BCIYX TOBOPUTDH HE PeIlauChk...

Opnako Il fiHbMY, He TIOCBAIIEHHBIN B TaWHBI IIPOIIJIOTO, PEIINJI, YTO TOCYAaph JeMCTBUTENBHO
IIPOSIBUII UHTEPEC.

OH caMOHa[eSTHHO YIBIOHYICS:

— W to npaBpa! Ecnu Batre BenryecTBO yooCTOUT HAC CBOMM BU3UTOM, [JI1 BCero BOCTOYHOr0 Mops
3TO CTAaHEeT HeOLIBAJILIM CYacTheM!

EnBa 10HOIIA YMOJIK, UMIIEPATOD HEOPEKHO 3aMETHIL:

— Mnapgmuy BHYK BenudaeT MeHs «BaimuM BenuyectBoM»? A Belb Ipexkfe, KaK MHE NOHECIIH, THl
BBIOMpAJ UHLIE CJIOBa.

9TH cnoBa nokasanuck [lu AxEMy npusHakoM 671aTOCKIIOHHOCTH ¥ POACTBEHHOM TeIIoTh. OH
BO3JIMKOBAJI, TOTOBBIY TYT K€ YXBAaTUTHCS 3a 9Ty COJIOMUHKY U pPa3brpaTh KapTy CEMENHBIX y3.

CrnoBo «Oparel» yxKe TOTOBO ObIJIO COPBATHLCS C €ro I'yD, KOTha OH IOAHSII IJla3a U HaTONIKHYJICS Ha
IIPUCTaIbHEIN, JIeEeHAIINI BT/ TOCyoaps, B KOTOPOM CKBO3UJIa efiBa 3aMeTHasi, 3J10Belast
yCMellIKa.

Pa3parcs pe3kui, Cyxo# 3BOH — ¢apdopoBas Mrana pasjieTenach Bope6e3ru 0 KaMeHHbIe TITUTH, U
ropsiure OPBI3TH Yasi BEEPOM PA3JIeTENTUCH BO BCE CTOPOHHI.



CupgeBmui psAKOM CTaphlii MapKu3 yXKe CTOSJI Ha KOJIEHSX, PacCIlacTaBIINCh 10 I0JIy!

[Iu AxpMy OTpearupoBal ¢ Olo3gaHueM. B ero rpyau 3aBopoyascs IJIyXOU CTpax: OH Tak U He
TIOHSIJI, B YEM IIPOBUHUIICS, HO HYTPOM mouysin Oeny. KOHoIIa MOCIeIHO PyXHY I HUIl PSIIOM C Jef0M.
He rnsaps, oH omépcs magoHbio 0 pa30uThiil paphop — oCTphie Kpasi MTHOBEHHO PacCeKIu KOXYy, ¥ Ha
IIJTUTHL XJIBIHYJIa KPOBb.

Ho oH maxe He mocMmen IIUKHYTE.

CTapBIfI MapPKu3, IOKPHIBITKMCE XOJIOOJHBIM ITIOTOM, HEIIPECTAHHO O YemoM:

— IMomagute, Bame Benuuectso! To ObIIM MU TIYIIbIE ETCKUE PeYH, B HUX HET 37I0T0 yMbicia! He
BEJINTE KA3HUTD!

CBepxy pa3gaicsi pOBHBIHM, 6€CCTPACTHBIM I'0JI0C:

— Bor kak? Ha cell pa3 Thl Benudaellb MeHs OpaTieM. A B ClIeAyIouil pa3 Kak Ha30BeL? ['oBopu
JXe, He CTECHSINCS, g C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM IIOCITYIIALO.

Ho otkyna y Illu dubMY B3siach Obl Temeph Oblyiast Jep30CTh?

T'ocymaps Bcé 3uan! EMy gOHECIH 0 TOM CIIECHBOM «MJIAALIeM Ky3eHe», KoTopsiM [[Tu IHEMy 0603Bat
ero Ha mmocrosyioM fiBope! U cefiuac mpaBuTebh BEIKA3LIBAT JIEASHOE, 6€3MOJIBHOE TPE3PEHHE.

JIuno [Iu AubMY cHenamochk cepeiM, Kak 30j1a. Eciii Ha IIOCTOSI7IOM JBOPE OH YIIMBAJICS COOCTBEHHBIM
BeJINYMEM, TO 37ech, B 3ane [IByx Hauan, pa3maBieHHBIN HETIPEKIOHHOM, TSXKEION aypou
IIpaBUTENS, OH APOXKaa MEeJIKOM OPOXKbI0, TOYHO OCUHOBHIY JIUCT.

OH 0oTYasiHHO IBITAJICS BEIMOJIBUTH XOTh CJIOBO B CBOE OITpaBfaHue, HO YeJIIOCTH er0 CBOUIIO
CyHIOpOroi, a B IepexBaueHHOM TOpJie 3aCTPSIJI JIUIIb KaJIKUN XPUIL.

BeccTpacTHEIN r0JI0C ©MIIEPATOPa TPO3BYYal IIOf BEICOKUMU CBOJaMHU 3aja:

— Ilo nyTu B cTONUILY TH BBIKa3asl HeORIBATYIO CIECh... [lToueMy Obl TeOe He IOBTOPUTH 3TOT POKYC
3[IeCh, Tepes MOUM TPOHOM?

Knan [IIu uccTapu CUMTAJICS BEIMKUM CeMercTBOM, Oe3pa3mesibHO BIaCTBOBABIIKUM Ha BocTouHOM
Mope.

B mpexHee 11apCTBOBaHUE, B 30Xy 2KIHBINIOY, MX MOTYIIECTBO MOCTHUIJIO IIMKA: IIyTKa JIH, IBE
IoYepu 3TOr0 Pofia OOHA 3a APYTOoM BOCXOOUIIM Ha TPOH B KAUueCTBe UMIIEPATPHII.



I[lepBas cympyra BepxoBHOT0 uMmepaTopa Oblyla CTapilei mouepsio B cembe [1u. Korma oHa HOCHITa
TIOM CepAlleM OWTs, e€ MIIa/IIasi CecTpa, Takxke riIyboko GepeMeHHas, yMOJIsiiia €€ Ha KOJIeHSX Y
IIBOPIIOBHLIX CTyIEHEe!. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MJIQ/IIIYIO0 BBEJIU B KHSIZKECKUYU TEPEM, a ITOCJIe BOCIIECTBHS
rocymaps Ha IIPeCcTOJI JapoBajIk el TUTYJI 61arOpPOIHON CYIIPYTH.

[TepBasg uMmepaTpulia poausa CTapIIyio AOYb rocymaps — mpuHileccy ['aosH. A OByMs MecsalaMu
no3xe 61aropogHas Cympyra paspeumiach 0T 6peMeHr CTaplIuM CEIHOM UMIlepaTopa — Oyayumm
KHs13eM LIy, KOTOPHIM BIIOCIENCTBUY CTasl JIIOOMMIIEM OTIIA.

I HHBMy TPSACCA OT CTPaxa. Haxkonell B ero naMsTH BCIJIELIN 3TU ITO30PHEIE ceMelHble TalHbI, 1
cepane IOHOIIKN YXHYJIIO B 6e3JIOHHy1-O IIpOIIacCTh.

OH ¢ yXkacarolel SICHOCThI0 0CO3HaJI, HAaCKOJIbKO 6e3yMeH OBUI ero IOCTYIIOK Ha IIOCTOSITIOM ABOPE.
Opuoit Toi (ppa3kl XBaTaso, YTOOH HaB/leYb HA BECh €T0 POJ JIIOTYIO Ka3Hb 3a FOCYyNapCTBEHHYIO
u3MeHy!

Korpga Bo mBopIle BCIBIXHYT MsATeX U [13#1 YKao cumo mponoxui cebe myTh K TPOHY, OH HU Ha HOTY
He OIMpaJsics Ha noamepxkKy KnaHa IlIu. B ToT pemaromuii 4ac cemerctBo I1Iu mocTaBuio BCE Ha
CTaplIero ceiHa 0naropogHoi cynpyru — KHa3s Lu! Toro camoro KHs34 LIy, KOTOPHIH IPOUTpat B
KPOBaBO ycOOuIle U CTUHY B U3THAHUU.

Y mepBasi, u BTOpas UMIEepPaTPHUILI ObUTH U3 poma u.

Ho nreiHemmHuM Bnagweikol [TomHeOGecHOM cTan TOT, KOro COOCTBEHHBIN PO KOTMa-TO Mpefa U AN
BCSIKOU OTIOPHI.

[Ts#1 Yka0, KOTOPOro HEKOT{la C IT030POM BBIC/IAIN U3 CTOIHUIIHL.

Crapblit MapKu3 B OTHASTHUU OUIICS JTOOM O ITMTHI, YMBIBAsICh TOPbKUMH CJIe3aMU U BRIMAJTABAs
npouienue. [[lu AHbMy pebriBai B TAKOM OIlETIEHEHUH, YTO JaKe He 3allOMHUJ, KaK OHU ITOKUHYIIU
IOBOPEII.

T'0J10C MOJIOIOTO TOCymapst 3By4all HEIPOMKO, HO B HEM KPBIIach COKPYIIUTEIbHAS, HEBUIUMAs CHUIIa,
3aCTaBIIsBIIAs TPEETaTh, CJIOBHO Ha KPaio 6e3MOHHOM IIPOACTH.

[Iu dHBMY CIUIIKOM XOPOILIO IIOMHUJI, Ybel KPOBBIO [1511 YKao OKpOMIUII CBOY MyTh K BJIACTH.

Bo BpeMst mepeBopoTa CHIHOBLSI BepXx0OBHOI0 ©MIIEpaTopa OT moOpomeTenbHOM cynpyru [13 — KHS3b
Ysnb u KHI3b XaHb — ObIIH 0€32KaI0OCTHO MMPUTOBOPEHE! K cMepTu! Hu oguH u3 6paTheB HOBOTO
rocygaps He OCTaJICAd B XXKMBBIX.

OT 9THX MBICTIEH I0HOIIY 3a0H1iIa KPyImHas APOXKb.



I'nanos Ha IIo4YepHeBIIee OT THEBa JIMIO Jeoa, OH HE CMEJI JaXKe OHIIIAaTh B €0 CTOPOHY.

JIumb 0Ka3aBIIKCh B CTEHAX POOHON ycagbObl, OH CyMesl IepPeBECTH IyX.

HpI/I}KaB PYKY K OelreHo KOJIOTAIDEMYCA Cepany, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BO3BPAIIAE€TCA K 2KU3HHU. Ho
CTOHJIO eMy BCIIOMHHUTDH CBOU II030P B TDOHHOM 3adJie, KdK B OYIIIy 3aKpPaJIOCk HEAOYMEHHE: ITI0YEeEMY OH
TaK Iepemnyrajcsda, 4To Y Hero IoJKOCHUJIUCh HOTH?

Hap BopoTamMu ycamb0B KpacoBasiach OarpsiHasi 4OCKa ¢ 30JI0THIM TUCHeHHeM: «IlomecThe MapKu3a
Hynxasi». [IBa KaMeHHBIX JIbBa y BXOfa BHITJISIAENN I'PO3HO U BEINUECTBEHHO — OHU BeKaMU CTOSIJIN
II0Jl BeTpaMU U JIUBHSIMHU, OXpaHssd IIOKOHM POfa e[iBa I He CO BpDeMEH OCHoBaHUS Benukoi FOH.

Kak HU KpyTH, pa3Be ceMeicTBo Illu He 0CTaBaI0Ch MAaTEPUHCKUM POIOM MMIIepaTopa?

[ITu AHbMY BOPOBATO B3TJIAHY Ha [iefla U MPEeOIPUHSI POOKYI0 MOMBITKY MPOLYIIaTh TOYBY:

— W gero Ero BenuuecTBo Tak pasrHeBascs? Pa3Be ero mokoiHas MaTyIiKa He Oblja JOYephio
Halllero poga? — 3aMeTHB, UYTO Ie[l MOJTYUT, OH ocMejienn: — [lefyliKa, Hy Heb3s XKe ObITh HaCTOJIbKO
HeO1arofmapHbIM 1 XKeCTOKUM!

Craprlii MapKu3 Me[JIeHHO II0BEPHYJI K HeMy ronoBy. Ha ero nuiie npoctynuia riybokas,
MEPTBEHHAS YCTaIOCTh:

— fupMy. 3aBTpa XKe TH ye3xKaellb 00paTHO Ha BocTouHOoe Mope.

ITH cloBa IIPO3BYyYaJld KaK I'POM Cpenun siCHOTO Heba. KOHoma onemun u YCTABUJICSA Ha Oena
OKDPYTJIMBINMUMUCSA OT U3YMJIEHUS I'lTa3dMHU:

— Otocnats MeHs1? Ho 3a uT0?! Pa3Be g B 4éM-To HenpaB? [leAylIKa, I0YeMy TH TaK HECIIPaBEeMINB
KO MHe? HeyxKeJu B TBOMX I'JIa3ax CYIIECTBYET TOIBKO CTapiIui 6paT, a Ha MeHs Te0Oe HalleBaTh?

B 9TOT MOMEHT B ABEPSIX ITOKA3aJICs U3SIMIHbIM cumysT. K HUM niaBHOM, GeCIIyMHOMN TTOXOIKOM
npubnuxkanace [Iu duscioans. KOHoma Opocuics K Hel KaK K CIIaCUTeIbHUIIE:

— Cectpuna! [Toxanyrcra, IOIPOCH 3a MeHSI AeAyIIKY!

[Iu fAnbCroaHb OBITIa CTPOMHA M XPYIIKA, Ha €€ MpeIeCTHOM JIMIle Urpajla KpOTKas IMOJyyIsoKa,
OJIHAKO CJI0Ba JIeBbl 3aCTaBU/IM OpaTa I0X0JIOMETh:

— Bparen, nocnyuancs geaywky. Bo3spaiaiicsa OMOM.



— Cectpuna! — Beimoxuyn Hlu dupmy.

OH HUMKaK He 0XuMaJ YCIbIIIATh OT He€ ogo0Hoe. M3 Bcex IoMalTHUX UMEHHO C CECTPOM OHU OBITH
He pa3sJiell Bofia, U BAPYT OHA caMa FOHUT ero IpoyYb!

OH B 6€CCHIMH OMYCTHUJICS Ha CTYJ, KPYTJILIMU TJla3aMH TS Ha CTOSIBIIYIO IIepel HUM [IeBYIIKY,
CJIOBHO BHUIEII €€ BIIEPBHIE B KU3HMU.

ITu AHBCI0AHL MOYTUTEIBHO ITOKJIOHUIIACH geny, IocCjie 4ero BHOBE BRITIPAMHUIIACE. B eé SICHEIX,
IIOX0XKHUX Ha OCEHHHE BOIOHI I''Ta3aX YUTAJIaCh XOJIOOHAA PEIINMOCTE:

— Tbl HarOBOPUII IUIITHETO, ¥ TBOSI AEP30CTh YKe molia fo yien Ero BenudectBa. Tebe Gormbiie
HeJIb351 0CTaBaThCS B CTOJIUIE.

— Ho mouemy?! — Bckpuyan wHowa. — CecTpulla, Mbl Bejb BMecCTe npuexanu B L3sgHbe! [louemy
Te0e MOXKHO 3[IeCh OCTaBaThCs, a MHE HET?

ITu AHBCI0aHDL OTBETUIA JIEASHBIM TOHOM:

— MuI nipuBe37u TeOs B CTONIUIY Pafy TOTO, YTOOH! THI OOPET 3MeCh MOI0XKEHKEe U CIIaBy... a He IS
TOTO, YTOOB! TH HAXKHMBaJl HAM CMEPTE/IbHBEIX BParos.

[T ArEMYy UL TYIIO TApallUJICA Ha Hee, He HaXOfs CJIOB.

— Wou 1 XOpOIIeHbKO ITOPa3MBICIIH HaJl CBOMM IOBeIeHNueM, — OeCCTPaCTHO PacClopsSAouiIach ieBa. —
Cnyru, yBeguTe MOJIOLOI0 I'OCIIOAKMHA B €T0 TIOKOH.

B ycapn0e ciyru 6ecripeKoCIOBHO TOBUHOBAIUCH MOJIOFOM I'OCIIOXKE — €€ aBTOPUTET CPefy Yessiau
OB Kyga Beime, 9yeM y B36anmornHoro lu duemy. K ToMy ke cTaphiii MapKu3 HUKAK He BMEILIAJCs,
TI03TOMY OHOINY 0e3 JIUIIHUX Pa3rOBOPOB B3SIM 0T JIOKTHU U YBEJIH.

Korpa mraru 3a BepbIO 3aTUXJIH, B TPOCTOPHOM 3aJjie BOIlapUJIach THIIMHA. [lefl ¥ BHYYKa OCTAIUCh
HaefuHe.

Craphlii MapKu3 MeJIEHHO IIEPEBENT HA HEE TSKETBIN B3TIIS/:

— dHbCI0aHb. A S-TO OyMasl, THl CTaHeIb YMOJISITh 3a OparTa.

[IIu AdHbCI0AHB CIIETKa HaXMypHia TOHKHE OPOBU:

— Ieny1ika, pa3Be cepfle Moé He 60nuT 3a OpaTa? Ho ¢ ero B3MOPHEIM HPABOM B CTOJIUIIE OH [IOJTO



He IPOTSHET... K ToMy 2Ke rocymaph Telneph JepKUT ero Ha IpuMeTe. Boioch, 0CTaHbCS IHBMY 3[€Ch,
OH HaBJIEUET HA Hac emlé 0osbIryio Oemy.

— W 4TO XKe TH Npepsiaraeuls? — IPUIIYPUICS CTapHUK.

[Tz AnBCIOaHb ITOKOPHO OMYCTUJIA BEKU:

— Ero BenuuecTBo nepuT Ha Hac o0uny. Celiuac HaM HagoOHO 3aTaUThCs, BECTU Ce0s TUIIIE BOJLI
HUXKe TPaBHI U MPUJIOKUTH BCe YCUIKs, abbl BEPHYTH €0 pacnosioxenue. Hu B KoeM ciydyae Helmb3st
CepaOuTh rocymapsi CHoBa. biaro, ctapmuii OpaT UCIIPaBHO HECET CIIyKO0y MoIie UMIIepaTopa, Tak
YTO rOCyZapb He CMOXKET OKOHYATEJIbHO OTBEPHYTHCS OT HAIIETro pofa.

[Tpu ynomunauuu [llu fIHpYA0 Ha NUIle CTAPOTO MapKu3a NPOCTYIUIO0 MUMOJIETHOE BhIpaXKeHue
ropgocTu. To OBII ero MI00MMBINA, CaMBbI CIIOCOOHBIM BHYK.

Kakoe Benukoe cyacThbe, 4TO MOJjIe UMIepaTopa oka3asucsa uMeHHo [1lu fdxp4ao. [laxe 663 ormsgku
Ha 3HaTHOE MIPOMCXO0XKAEeHNe, I0HOIIA 10 IIpaBy CYUTAJICS JIYUYIIAM CPegy MOJIOABIX BOMHOB CTpaxu.

CTapI/IK COT'JIaCHO KHMBHYII.

B npekpacHbix rina3ax [Iu dHbCci0oaHb TPOMENIbKHY CTPaHHBIM, MUXopafoyHbid 61eck. OHa
ITPOrOBOPHUIIA JTACKOBO ¥ BKPAIIUBO:

— Hemyika, s KeJai 0CTAaThCS B CTONHIIE, Ja0Okl IOMOTaTh OPATy BO BCEX €ro HaUMHAHUSX.

CTaprfI MapPKH3 IIPpOMOJI4aJI, HE BEIPA3UB HU 01106peH1/1;{, HHU IIOPHUIIaHUA. JInib CIIyCTs OOJIT0€ BpeMA
OH T'JIYXO CIIPDOCHUII:

— U kak XKe TH coOMpaelbCcsi eMy ITOMOoraTh, BHy4YKa?

[Iu AHbCI0@HL CKPOMHO CKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBY.

Ha Heli GblJI0 IPOCTOE TIJIaThE 1IBETA YHCTOM PEYHOM I'Iafy, a yOpaHCTBO OTOJIHSIA JIUIIh CKPOMHAs
HepUTOBas LINMKJIbKA B BUfe 1IBETKAa MarHOINY, OAepKUBaBIIas KOIMHY NCCHHSI-4EPHBIX BOJIOC.
JInméHHas Kpuyaliey poCKOIIX, OHa CHsJia IIePBO3aHHOM, HeXKHOM KPacoTOM, OT KOTOPOH
HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO OTBECTH B3TJISII.

Iesrl 3 poaa Iy cnaBUINCh CBOEH HEIMPEB30UIEHHOM KpacoToi. C TeX Imop KakK MHOTO JIeT Ha3af
BEJIMKUY KUBOIKCEL] YSI3BIEHHO B3[OXHYJI IIepef e€ MOPTPETOM, CliaBa O IIPEIeCTH I0HOU JeBHI
momneTtena oT 0eperoB BoCTOYHOTO MOPS 4O CaMBIX CTOJIMYHBIX Iajar.



CTapuk IpUCTAIBHO PA3TJISILIBAT €€,

To Oblyta cTapinas U3 ero He3aMyKHUX BHYUYEK, JUTS 3aKOHHOI BETBU pofia.

Bort TONBKO...

CTapblii MapKuU3 TSIXKeJ0 B3OOXHYII:

— OOnMKOM THI TOYb-B-TOYb ITOIIIJIA B CBOIO CTapIIyi0 TETKY. Ho BOT TBOM HpaB... THl yHACIeoBasa y
MJIafue.

Ycnwimas ato, [l AHBCI0aHb MTHOBEHHO MEPEMEHUIACH B JIUIE.

Kpacka cxyipIHYIa C eé MEK, U IPeieCTHOe TeJI0 IIOKAYHYI0Ch, CJIOBHO OT CHJIBHOTO ToJTYKa. OcaHKa
eé, mpexpe Oe3ympeyHast U BeIUYeCTBEeHHAs, BOPYT 00MsKIa — Ka3ajocCh, IeBa JIUIINIIACh
TIOCJIEIHUX CUJI ¥ TOTOBA OBIIa yIIacTh OT MaJieHIlnero fyHOBEHUS BeTpa.

Y cTaporo Mapku3a B CBOE BpeMs ITOfIpacTany aBe qouepu — TETKU [1Iu AHbCIOAHE.

Crapiasi cTaja IIepBoM UMIlepaTpuIieir BepxoBHoro uMneparopa. Mnapiias ke B30IIlJIa Ha IPECTOT
cnengoM 3a Heii. Ho 3TOT BeHell JocTasics el JIUIIL TOTAa, KOTa e€ cTaplias cecTpa UCIyCTUIa
IIOCJIEIHUM B3[OX HA CMEPTHOM JIOXKE...

A HuiHe ITogHeOeCHOM MpaBUIT 3aKOHHBINM CHIH IMEPBOM UMIepaTpulbl — [19i YxKao.

— Jlemymika... — cobpaB OCTaTKH BonH, mpoiuenTtana 1 AHbcioaHb. — 3ayeM Thl TOBOPUIIL TAKKUE
BeIlum?

['ma3a ctaporo Mapku3a Ka3aluCh MyTHRIMHE OT CTAPOCTH, HO B3TJISAT €T0 0CTaBaJICSI OCTPHIM KaK
OputBa. OH BIIEPUIICS B HEE B yIIOP:

— OtBeTh MHe, BHy4Ka. Korga TBO# HeIyTEBLIM OpaT 3aTesisl CCOPY Ha ITOCTOSIOM IBOPE 110 IyTH B
cronully, rae Owta TH?

[Iu AHbCI0AHD T00ETIEBIIMHU FY6aMI/I BhIIaBHJIA:

— IenyIika, MHE TOTTa HE3[MOPOBUIIOCS... £ OTHbIXajla B CBOUX ITOKOSX.

— CHapyXu MTOMHSJICS TAaKOH IIyM, a Thl He YCJIbIIIAa HU 3BYKa?! — NegsHBIM TOHOM 000pBas eé
ctapuk. — TBoero pogHoro 6pata u36uIu g0 MOTYCMEPTH, KOTa OH IIHITAJICS 3aIIUTUTh TBOIO YECTh,
a THI IPECIIOKOMHO CUMesla B CTOPOHE M [efana Buf, 6yaTo HUYero He IIPOUCXOTUT?



prTIHBIe KallJIn II0Ta BBICTYIIMJIX Ha J'I6y' OEBYIIKH.

Ho cTapeiit MapKu3 OCTaBajICs HEMPEKIJIOHEH. B 3TOT MUr ero cepptie yrmomobuinocs TpaHUTy — OH He
BbIK@3aJl HY KallJIK KaJ0CTH K 1obeieBInel Kak IOJIOTHO BHYYKE U MPOMOJIKUI CBOIO CYPOBYIO PEUb.

— C yero 6l HBMY HE C TOTO HU C CET0 3aJupaTh HaclegHoro npuHia Hua? HeyxTo oT 6e3memnbsi?
[TycTh OH U T'JIyI, HO He HACTOJIbKO Oe3paccymeH, nadsl 663 MPUYUHEL OPOCATHCS Ha CTOIh 3HATHYIO
0co0y.

[IIu AHBCIOAHD 3aroBOpujia IMPEPLEIBUCTO, CUIISACE YAEPXKATE YCKOJIB3alOIIee camoo0nagaHue:

— onmXKHO OBITE... AHBEMY IIPOCTO BO3MYTHIIO ITOBEEHKUE MoJIoforo rocnogutia Huna. ToT BE cebs
HEOIMCYyEeMO CIIECUBO ¥ PACTOUYUTEIHHO — IOTPATUII LIeNIyI0 MKATYIKY 30JI0TOT0 XKeMuyra, fadbl
IOAKYIIUTH CMOTPUTEJIS U OTIIPABUTh IIPOCTOE MUCHEMO AOMOU CO CPOYHOU MOYTOH. ..

BricnymaB e€, cTapblii MapKu3 U30ajl KOPOTKUM, IPEe3PUTENbHBIN CMEIIOK:

— W THI monaraeb, 3TO OEUCTBUTEJILHO BEIMKUY TPEX?

[TomoOHBIMY GACHSIMHU MOXKHO IIOTYEBATh pa3Be YTO TIYIYIO YePHb Ha YIIUIAX, HO HEYKTO THI
Hafesiach 00MaHyTh MEHS?

[IIu fIHBCIOAHB ¥ CaMa IIOHKWMAJla, HaCKOJIBKO JKaIK0 U HeyOeIUuTEeIbHO 3BYYHUT €€ JIOKb.

[TycTh celiuac o BceMy LI3sHbe U TPYOAT 0 HEMBICIUMOU PACTOYUTENHHOCTH U CIIECH HACIIETHOTO
npuHila HuH, HO KaKoil BenuKui foM 6e3rperieH B 3ToM? CeMeiicTBo IlIu TBopuio 6e3yMcTBa 1
rmoywuine 3Toro!

[TomoOHOE PAcTOYUTENHCTBO OBITI0O OOBIYHBEIM [eJIOM cpenu 3HaTH. [Ipocto uMms Hul JIu HapodHO
BBICTABHUJIM Ha Bceobiiee 0003peHne, fabbl 0OUePHUTE €T0 PenyTaluio.

— fHbCI0OAHDb, HEYKTO THl HEPKUIIL MEHS 3a IypaKa? — BKPAgYHUBO CIIPOCHII CTaPHK.

— enymika... — [leBa ogHsIa Ha HETO MOHEIE OTYasHUSA r1a3a. ['yOBl €€ 3agpokaiy, HO C HUX He
CTIeTeJNI0 HU 3BYyKa.

Pa3ouyapoBaHue B I'la3aX CTaphKa CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE OTUET/IHBEE.

On 3aroBOPHUJII POBHEIM, 0e3:Kai0CTHRIM T'OJI0OCOM:

— B oTpoyecTBe TH BHIIPOCHUIIA, a0kl B Hally ycagb0y npurinacunu Y AHbYXKY, Ty4IIero yieHuKa



camoro bora XKuponucu. Torma oH gonro pas3risabiBan TeOs ¥ MPU3HAJ, YTO CPeIy BCeX MeBHUII
[TogHe6eCcHOM TH TPEBOCXOOUIITL KaXKIY0.

— OpHaKo B ero B30pe IPOMENBbKHYJIO coXKasleHne. TH YI0BUTIA 3Ty TeHb, TBOE TIIeciiaBue ObLI0
ysi3BnieHo. O6yafgas Ype3MepHOU TOPAbIHEN, TH IIPUHSJIACH HONBITHIBATHCS, O YEM K€ OH CKOPOUT.
2KvBonucel [ONTo OTIUPAJICS, HO THI 3BeJla ero PacCIpocaMy, U OH chascs. Y AHbYXKY IPU3HATCS,
YTO HEKOTla BCTPETUI OUTS, Ybd KpPacoTa B 3peJible TOAB 3aTMUT CaMO COJIHIIE, BOT TOJIBKO AUTS TO
YPOAUIOCh MaJIbYUuKOM.

— Hy xe? Pa3sBe s nry?..

[ITu dHbClOAHb 3aKycusna ry0y 1o KpoBH, He B CUJIaX YHATH OPOXKb.

— 2KuBomnucell cpa3y MOHSI, YTO COONTHYII TUIIHET0, ¥ HA0TPe3 0TKa3aJiCs Ha3kBaTh UMS. HO THL...
THI TAHO MOOKYTIXIIa CIIyT ¥ XUTPOCTHIO BEIBEHana y Hero npaBay. Tak Tl Y3Halla, YTO pPeyb IIjia 0
HacnegHoM npuHne Hul, Hun JIu u3 [layxoy.

— TBo# GpaT mogcayinan 3TOT Pa3roBop U 3aTaun o0uny pagu Teds. KTo ke 3Han, 4To cyanba
CTOJIKHET UX Ha TPaKTe II0 MyTH B CTONULY? HBMY TJIYI ¥ CKOP Ha pacipaBy, HO OH UCKPEHHE
BEPUJI, UTO BCTymaeT B 00i1 pagu noO0umon cecTphl! MiHaye ¢ KaKOM CTaTH eMy, HUKOTHa IIpexpe He
BunesleMy HuH JIu, 3aTeBaTh CCOPY CO 3HATHHIM HaCIeIHUKOM?!

Ha nuue craporo Mapku3sa 0Tpa3uioCh TaKOe T‘J'IY6OK08 IIpe3peHune, 4TO AeBe 3aX0TEJIOCh CKBO3b
3€MIJIIO ITPOBAJIUTHCA.

I[Tpenectroe muno lu AHbCIOAHD UCKA3UIIOCH OT yKaca. OHa MO-MpeXHEeMYy 0CTaBalach IIepBOT
KpacaBulleir BocTOYHOro MOPSI, HO B 9TOT MUT €€ XBaJIEHOE BEJTMYHME PACCHIIIANIOCh B ITPaX.

— f v nomyMaTh He MOT, YTO THl 3aTaullb 3Ty IJIYIIVIO 3aBUCTh Ha [oJirue rogel. M yx teMm naye He
Yasi, 4To, Korfa OpaT MOIJIaTUTCS 3a TBOIO MMPUXOTh, Thl TPYCIIUBO OPOCUIIIL €T'0 Ha pacTep3aHHue...
Brl pogHast KpoBb! 4 oTmpaBuit Bac BMecTe, Ha0wl BeI oO6eperany Opyr gpyra.

— U o710 TBOA 3ab60Ta?

— CTynaﬁ K ce6e, fAHbCI0aHB, U XOPOILIEHBKO HOJIYMafI Han TeéM, KeM THI CTalld.

— 9, cTpaxa! — 3bIYHO KPUKHYJI CTaphlii MapKu3. — [IpoBofuTh OaphiHio B [TaBuiIboH Jla3ypHOU
fAcHocTu. 3anepeTh ABEPY U HUKOTO K HEW He BIIYCKaTh, IOKA OYpPb U3 T'OJIOBH HE BEIBETPUTCS!

)%k



— Momnopoii rocnofguH, Monogou rocrnogut! Bectu npesenukue! Broporo ceila [lu ¢ mo3opom
BBICTa/TK 00paTHO Ha BocTouHoe Mope! — Csto LI3u BieTen B KOMHATY IMOJ0OHO ITPa3gHUYHON
meTapae, Tak U CUSSA OT BoCcTopra. — [loroBapuBaoT, ero TpeThero JHS NPU3Baid BO ABopel, U Ero
BenuuecTBO yCTpOUI €My 3HATHYIO TPENIKY!

«Otocnanu Ha BocTouHoe Mope?..» — HuH JIu OT yauBneHus gaxe OpPOBb IPUIOTHSIIL.

«Jla elie ¥ caM UMIIepPaTop ero moKapan?»

FOHo1Ia pemnTenbHO He OCIIeBas 3a xogoM coOrTui. OH Bedb masblleM O majel He yoapui! Bce
CU[eN U XKfaJ, KOT[a 9TOT CIIECUBBIM AypaK SIBUTCS K HEMY C HOBHIMU YI'PO3aMH, a TOTO yXKe CBSI3alu
¥ OTIIPABUIIA BOCBOSICH?

— HeyxTo npaBma?

— HctuaHadg npaBga! — 3akuBan Cso L3u. — IToBo3ka u3 moMecThs 1lIu BEIeXasa Ha paccBeTe!
Heb6och yxKe 3a IeCITOK JIX OT TOpPofa OTheXallu.

Hus JIu mokavas ronoBoi. ITomoOHbIi 060pOT ferna Mo-HacTosIIeMy 3acTall ero BpacIiioX.

B nomnpmeHs ¢ yNuibl JOHECCS CTYK KOIBIT — TO BepHYyIcs [19i Yxkao. YIbIOUUBHIM ClIyTra TyT XKe
IIPUTIIACUII IOHOT'0 TOCIIOAuHa 0To00enaTh BMecTe, ¥ HuH JIu ¢ pamocThio coracuiicsi. KakoBo xke
ObL10 ero youBneHue, Korpga [1a11 Yxkao caMm 3aBen pa3rosop o dete [Iu.

HOHo11a TeHUBO OTIIPABUII B POT KyCOYEK OpaHKeBO-KPACHOT'0 PUCOBOTO ITMPOTa ¥ 3agyMUKUBO
IIPOTSIHYI:

— XM... A He XOTAT 14U MEeHS HEHAPOKOM BBICTABUTH KWBOW MUIIEHBIO?

[Tsi1 Yka0 Ha MUT 3aMep C IUaJION B PyKe:

— C 4ero THL 9TO B3511?

— Taxk Beqb BO BCeX IPUJINYHLIX KHUKKAX NUIIYT! — CO 3HaHUEM [ea 3asaBuil Hul JIu.

3a BpeMs mpeObIBaHuUS B CTOJIMIIE OH YCIIeJ IPOYeCTh HeMaJjlo YIMYHEIX POMaHOB. B ogHOM U3 HUX
KaK pa3 OIMMCHIBAJICS CXOXKMM CITydal: XUTPHIHM MPaBUTEIh OCHIIAJ OOHOTO (DaBOPUTA MUTIOCTSIMH,
nabbl OTBIIEYh B30PH 3aBUCTHUKOB, B TO BPEMS KaK CBOIO HACTOSIIYIO TI000Bb TalHO OTCHIIAI B
0e30I1macHoe MecTo.

[Tsi1 Y2Kao COKPYIIEHHO B3OOXHYII:



— Hy u B3mop y Te6s B royioBe... MeHbIle YnTall 3T AeléBbie Openau. Pa3 yx Tebe Tak CKy4HO, e
On1 myuine B [Tanaty [Tountanus JIuTepaTyphl ga MOYYUIICS YMYy-pPa3yMy.

— YVuuthca?! — Hus JIu B yKace OKpPYTJIU I'Ta3a. — Thl BepHO myTHilb! YToOH s JOOPOBOJIBHO Cel
3a cBUTKHU? Jla HU 3a YTO Ha cBeTe!

[To11 YKa0 HETPOMKO pacCCMesIC:

— TH equHCTBEHHBIM HaCleOHUK KHI351 HUH, oTell IBUINHKY C Tebs COyBaeT. Hey}KTO THI JYMA€IlIb,
OH IT03BOJIMII OB COoeJlaTh U3 CBOETO HEHATJIAOHOTO Yaga MHUIIEHb OJId YYy2KUX CTpeJ'I?

Hun JIn nputux.

— Oretn GBI TOYHO He MMO3BOJIUI, — TUXOHBKO OYPKHYII OH.

PopuTens GepEr ero mylile 3eHUIBI OKa U JKeJlal eMy JIUIIbL MUpPa [a MOKOos. MEICIIh 0 TOM, YTO OTel]
TIOJCTABUT €T0 IOf yap, Ka3ajach HEMBICIIUMOM.

— TBoii orer 6e3pa3pmenbHo mpaBuT B [llauxkoy, nepxka B y3me Beck CeBepo-3anan. Ero moryuiecTsa ¢
JIUXBOM XBaTaeT, mabbl yoepeub 651u3KuX. Y OH HaMepeHHO SIBJISIET BCEMY CBETY CBOIO 0€3rpaHUYHYIO
m060Bb K TeOe — maObl BCIKUM TIyIel 3apaHee Befall, CKOJIb CTpalllHa OymeT Kapa KHg3s HuH 3a
110001 KOCOM B3TJIAL B TBOIO CTOPOHY.

—K YeMy TOorga 3THU HeJIeIIble BRIOYMKHU N3 TBOUX KHH2KOHOK”?

[Ts#f Yka0 MITKO CMOTPET Ha I0HOIIY, ¥ B €r0 Aylle caMa cO60¥M POUIACh IIPOCTast UCTHHA:

«ToT, KTO M100UT IIO0-HaCTOAIIIEMY, HH 3a YTO He ITO3BOJIUT JOPOIrOMYy YEJIOBEKY CTPAdATh. Haxe
CaMyIO MaJIOCTBb>».

Hun JIu CJIyIIall ero, IPAUOTKPEIB POT OT YOUBIIEHU.

A 3aTeM OH CMYIIEHHO U HEXKHO YNHIOHYICSA. B SCHBIX r7la3axX IOHOIIXM CKBO3UJIa TaKas feTcKasd,
YuCTas MPUBS3aHHOCTE, YTO y [19#1 UKao Ha MTHOBeHUE ITePeXBaTUIIO ObIXaHUe.

— O yéwm TBI 3agymancs, HuHHuH?

KOnoma OIIYCTHJI PECHUIBI U TUXO ITPOTOBOPUII:

— Oren IIpHuCJIajl OTBET Ha MOE IHChMO. TPU MeCsAlla TalllUuJICA OO CTOJIMIIBI, a OH IaXe CJIIOBOM
MEHS He YIIPEKHYII. JInums paccrpaliuBall, CHJIEHO JIK 4 YCTAJl B 1OPOre U XOPOIIO JIM MHE CIIUTCA B



LI3sHbE.

[Ta#t Ykao He BbIKa3an youBieHus. Ha ero ry6ax 3aurpasa efiBa 3aMeTHas ybOKa.

E1mé Owl.

OH He YuTaJl TUYHOTO MTOCTIaHUS KHA351 HUH K CHIHY, 3aTO CETOIHS YTPOM Ha ero NMIIepaToOpPCKOM
CTOJIe JIeKaJ IPYToi NOKYMEHT.

O(I)I/ILII/IaJ'II:HOG IIpoHIieHue KHA3A HuH c nokasHuEM.

B HEM mpecTaperblii BOUTeNh Gpasl BCIo BUHY 3a 3a/lepKKy HaclegHUKa Ha ce0s, COKPYIIasch O
cOoOCTBEHHOM HEYMEHUU BOCITUTHIBATH HETEN, U TIOKOPHO MOJIUII TOCyAaps He THEBAThCA Ha... eT0
OparoueHHoro HUHHUH.

Ortel1 TOTOB GBI CKJIOHUTH TOJIOBY TIEpEl TPOHOM, JIUIIh Okl yOepedsb IIOKOM CBOET0 OUTS, U IIPU 3TOM
HU €MHBIM CJIOBOM He BEHIfIaJI CBOEH TPEBOTH mepeq ChiHOM. [Tomo6Has poguTeabcKasi I000Bb He
MOTJIa He BHI3HIBATH ITYOOKOTO YBazKEHHUSI.

Hun JIu BcTpeneHnyscs, BEIHBIpUBAS U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUN:

— Tlocroii... [TonyuaeTcs, Ero BenudecTBo oTocman Toro Harnena Illu pagu Toro, 4To0B 3am00pUTh
MOEeTo OTIa?

[To#t Ykao NMUITL TUXO PACCMESJICS B OTBET.

KOnoma CMYTHIICA, TIOHAB, YTO CMOPO3UJI I''TYIIOCTh.

[Tocne TOro KaK OH y3Has O BOCILIECTBUM Ha IIPECTOJI IPEeXKHEro HaclegHOr 0 IPUHIA, OH YCEPAHO
paccripalnmuBa ciayr o HoBoM rocynape [TomHebecHoi. M cyns 1o BceMy, HBIHEIIHUM BlIaAblKa HU
Kariel He IOXOAUIT Ha CBOET0 B3IOPHOI0 U C11ab0yYMHOTO POIUTEIIS.

— CUHYXKHU... — BAPYT OKJIUKHYJ ero Hun JIu. — A TH Befb TOXe U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOr0 poaa, BEPHO?

[Ta#t Yka0 MemJIeHHO IIOHSIT B3TJIsAA. B riyOuHe ero TEMHBIX TJ1a3 BCIBIXHYJI U ITOTAC 3arafloYHbINd
OTOHEK.

— IToxarnyii, 4TO TaK, — HETOPOILIMBO KUBHYJ OH. — A 4TO?

Hun JIu ykpenuncs B cBoux moragkax. Begb CuHUKY HOCUI TY XKe pamunuio [1sii, Bnagen
POCKOIIIHOM ycamb0oi Ha rope TaHIIaHb MOAJIE CTONHUIILL... HaBepHSIKa KTO-TO U3 €T0 IIPEOKOB



BOCCedall Ha 30JI0TOM TPOHE.

KOHomra momasncst Bepen ¥ 3arOBOPIMMITKY IPOIIEeIITal:

— Torma oTBeTh: Tebe MOBOMUIOCH BUNETh TOCYHAps TUIOM K nuiy? Kakoit oH u3 cebs?

— A xak gyMaeiub Tel, HUHHMH? Kakoii OH? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BoImpoc oTBeTun [1ay Yxkao.

— lla OTKyda MHEe 3HaThL? — I0XKaJl IIedyaMu I0HOIIa. — ¢ ero B ria3a He Buaes. Bce Mou
IIpeaCTaBJIEHUs O HEM — U3 TeaTPAJIbHBIX IIheC Oa YIIMYHBIX KHU2KOHOK. Tak 4To TYyT A Tebe He
IIOMOIITHHUK.

[1sit Yka0 Me[IeHHO MPOKPYTHII B masbuax ¢papdopoyio nuasmy. B ero rpyau cMeInamuch CTpaHHOe
TIPeBKYIIEeHUE U JIETKas, [eMsIasi TPyCTh.

Brnpouewm, riymo 6v110 0XkugaTh oT Hul JIu ©HOTO OTBeTa.

Ho TYT IOHOIIIa JIYKABO IIPHUINYPHUJICS, X Ha €TI0 IIeKaX BHOBB IIPOCTYIINUIIX IIPEJIECTHEIE AMOYKHU:

— 3aTo s TOYHO 3Hal0 OfHO: MO CUHYXKM — CaMbIl JIy4IlAi YeJIOBEK Ha CBETe.
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