— Brixomu!

B ronoce HapyTo 3BeHesna HeIpPeKIOHHAs, BIaCcTHAsS CUla. ITO OB IIPUKa3, He TePISAIIUT
BO3paKEHUH.

OH roBopuJI HETPOMKO, HO €ro I'oJIOC TUXUM 3XOM PacKaTHUJICS II0 CBOAAM IIelllepEl, ocefas B yIlax
CTPaHHOU, [TIOYTH 0CSI3a€MOY HUTHIO BHYIIEHUS.

KaMeHHas cTeHa 3a criuHOM HapyTo BApYyT moina psibbio, CIOBHO IIOTPEBOKEHHAS I'Iafb npyna. K3
3TOW MPU3PaYHOU I'IyOUHBI, OTKIIMKASCh Ha 30B, HAYaJI0 MPOCTYIATh HEYTO XKUBOE.

[Tepen npuCyTCTBYIOIIKMY IpeAcTana IoHasd feBylika. ToHKY0 ¢Gurypky obnerana 6emo-ronybas
IKOJIbHAA GopMa, a 30JIOTUCTEIE BOJIOCH OBINIU CTSHYTHL B IBa BRICOKMX XBOCTa. B pykax He3HaKOMKa
¢ HeOpeKHOU JIeTKOCThIO flepaKaja OrPOMHYI0 KOCy, KoTopas Oblla efjBa i1 He BHIIIe ee caMoy. M3-
TI0[] YeJIKM Ha HUX TJISIIEeNU SIPKO-CUHUe Tiia3a.

— Papia HameMy 3HaKOMCTBY! MeHs 30ByT Y3ymaku CSHCSH, IIPOIILY JII00UTH U Kajl0oBaTh! — 3BOHKO
Y XKU3HEPagOCTHO [IPOTOBOPUIIA OHA.

Ee Becesblil, YUCTHIN T'OJIOCOK Ka3aJICsd COBEPIIEHHO YYXKIbIM 3TOMY MPaYHOMY CBSITUJIUINY CMEPTU U
Pe3HHU.

— THI ellle KTO TaKas? — OIMeIuB, mporenun Cacopu.

— 4 Ke TONBKO 4TO NpefcTaBuiack! Umu y Tebs ellle U C MaMsSThIO TYTO, IPUAYPOK?

HaPYTO JINIIb TUXO HIMKHYJI, IIPU3bIBASd OJEBYOHKY K IIOPAOKY. CYI[H II0 BCEMY, K €€ AOOBUTOMY
SA3BIYKY OH OJAaBHO YCII€JI IIPDUBEIKHYTh.

— CsHCcstH, — 000pBasl OH ee, He MaBasi Pa3BUTh MBICITb.

— Ou-01, 1aflHO, MOJIYY, & TO XO35IUH yXKe 3JIUTCsI, — [IOCIIYIIHO OTMaxXHyJIach OHa XU BHOBb
TIOBEPHYJIACh K KYKOIbHUKY. — Tak 0 ueM MbI? AX 1a. BooO1ie-To g To e camoe, 4TO U TBOU
gepeBdamku. 4 — MaproHeTKa!

— Bpen! — otpesan Cacopu. — MapruoHETKH He 001afaloT pa3yMoM u Bojei. K ToMy ke Th U3
IIJIOTH ¥ KPOBH, KAK THl MOXKEITh ObITh KYKJTOH?

— W BoBce He Opeq. HacTos1emMy MacTepy KyKOJ 3TO BIIOJIHE TOA CHIy. Mo co3maTens —
HeBeposATHas XKeHIHa! Ee TBOpeHUsl HaCTOJIBKO COBEPILIEHHE], YTO UX IPAKTUYE€CKU HEBO3MOXKHO
OTJIMYUTH OT XKUBHIX JII0fel. Ee MacTepcTBO IrPaHUYUT C UCTUHHEIM «CO30aHUeM KU3HU» U
«BonmomenueM haHTa3un».



CacopH BO BCé€ I'JIa3a Pa3rjadabiBall JEBYOHKY II0 MMEHHN CsaHcsH. B ero romose 3To He YKIIagBIBAJI0Ch.
KYKJ'Ia He MOZKeEeT [OhIIIdTh, Y9YBCTBOBATE, MBICIUTE! ECIY B HEl TEIIUTCS XKU3Hb, 9TO YXKe He KYKJ'Ia!

— HapyTo, 4T0 BCE 9TO 3HAUUT?.. — XPUILJIO cIipocuia 6abyimka Yue.

3a CBOIO JONTYIO XXKU3Hb, IEPEBAJIMBIIYIO 3@ BOCHMOU [ECITOK, OHa IoBUana HeMano. OHa
BRHITIOJIHSIJIA CIIOKHEHIIIe MUCCUY, KCXOOUIIa BOO/Ib 1 MONePeK BeJIMKKNEe CTPAHHl U CTAJIKMBAlIach C
CaMBIMH U30IIPEHHRIMI TeXHUKaMu MUHOOU. Ho ¢ momoOHBIM KOJIHOBCTBOM CTapast XKeHIHA He
BCTpeYasiach HUKOTHa. ITO He MOX0oAuao HU Ha 9no TeHcel, Hu Ha TexHuky [Ipu3riBa.

— Jleno numb B pa3Hulle CaMUX 3aKOHOB, — CIIOKOMHO MosCHUII HapyTo. — Bammwm HUHA30LY
CO3[al0T IOCTYIIHAIX IePEBIHHBIX MaPUOHETOK. CSHCSH e COTBOPEHa C ITOMOIIIbI0 YapoyielicTBa.
Ona — 60€eBO¥ aBTOMATOH HEBEPOSTHOM pPa3pyIIUTENbHOM CuIkl. Boobire-To, 3aKOHB Maruu
3alnpelaioT UCIO0Ib30BaTh MOA00HEIe NCKYCCTBa IPOTUB OOBIYHEIX Jtofei. Ho ceromHs cimydai
0coOkrIit. Halll MpOTHBHUK IaBHO IlepecTall ObITh YEJIOBEKOM, a 3HAYUT, U MHE HUYTO HE MEIaeT
MyCTUTh B XO[ KYKIIy.

Cacopu HUKOTA He CIIBIIIal HU4ero mogo0Horo 1 OBICTPO MOTEPS TEPIIEHHE.

— MHe neBaTh, KaKyI0 YEePTOBIIUHY ThI POBEPHYJI, YTOOH IPU3BATh 9Ty HEBKY, — MPOIIUIIEN OH., —
Ho opna-eguHCTBEHHAasA KyKJla HU 3a YTO HE BHICTOUT IIPOTUB Moer COTHM MapuoHEeTOK.

Lenas apMud OEePEeBAHHBIX YYyOOBHUII CKPEXKeTallda CyCTaBaMH, TOTOBSACE PA30PBATh HE3BAHBIX rocTen
Ha KYCKH. HapyTo OaXe He HMIEJIOXHYJICA. Ha ero nuire OTPA3UJIOCH JINIIh FHY6OKO€ IIpe3peHune.

— Kakas ckyka... Mcxop 3To# GUTBH ObII IIpeipellieH ellle B TO MTHOBEHME, KOTla 3AeCh MOSBUIACh
CsucsiH. OHa poxeHa OJist OMTBEL, ee eMMHCTBEHHOE Ha3HaueHue — CesITh CMePTh. Tebe ¢ Hel He
CKBUTATHCS.

u Pa3BA3Ka HaCTYIINIIa MITHOBEHHO.

CsHCSH B3MaXxHyJla HCIOIMHCKOU KOCOM, IPEBPATUBIIKCH B CaMy CMepPTh. JIe3Bue CBUCTEIO B
moJIyMpake, Kpyllla CyCTaBhl ¥ Kpoila fepeBo. OOpyOKyu MaprOHETOK I'PAflOM CHITATHACh Ha KaMEeHHBIN
TI0JI TTeIlePH, 3aMupast 6e3:KU3HEHHBIMU IpygaMu. CIyCTs CYUTaHbIe CeKyHABl Cacopu ocTancs B
IIOJIHOM OJMHOYEeCTBe.

— W 3T0... KyKJIa? — OIllapalieHHo Ipo6opMoTas XumaH, HaOmomas 3a TPOUCXOASIIINAM 13 YKPHITHS.
— Jla oHa BooOIIle Ha Hee He MOX0XkKa, YepT mobdepu!

Kucame moBepHYJICS K HallapHUKY, JKeJjlasi CIIPOCUTh eTr0 MHEHUe, HO TyT &Ke 0CEKcs. B rmazax Urauu
yX&e ropen anslii cBeT lllapuHrana. O4eBUHO, faXe reHUs U3 KJlaHa Y4yuxa 03afaduiia Ipupoaa
3TOU MEeBYOHKH.



— Hy uto Tam, UTaun? — HerpoMko crnpocun Kucawme.

— Omna He MapPHOHETKa, — OTO3BaJICA TOT.

— W y Hee ecTb cOOCTBEHHAs BOJISI, — HAaXMYPHUIICS TUTAHT ¢ MeuoM CaMexafia. — OTO He O€3qyMHEIM
TPy, TOOHATHINA J100 TeHCel, U He MPU3LIB C TOMOIIbI0 TexHuku [Ipu3riBa. Heyxkenu oHa XKHUBOU
yenoBeK? Ho Torma Kak OH BHITAIIUII €€ MPSAMO U3 CTEHBI?

HUtaun IIpoMoOJI4all. Tot d)aKT, 49TOo JaxXe J'Iel"eHJIapHHﬁ lHapHHraH He IIOMOT PACKPBITh HCTUHHYIO
CYHUIHOCTBb CsIHCSIH, 3aCTaBWI OCTAJIbHEIX 3aTAUTh ObIXaHHUE.

Cacopu MeTancs 1o Ielepe, egBa ycnesas yBOPa4YUBaTLCA OT CMEPTOHOCHBIX B3Max0B KOCHI.
IBuxenus CaHCAH OBLIM MOTHHEHOCHBIMH, a TSXKeJloe OpyKue Bpalllanoch B ee XPYNKUX PyKax C
HEBEPOATHOU JIETKOCTHIO. [IBITasiCh epexBaTUTh MHUIIMATUBY, KyKOJIBHUK HATSHYJI YaKPO-HUTH.
OwmMeTKY y1esieBIINX MapuOHETOK B3MEBIIU B BO3[yX, BEICTPAUBAsCh B 1B KOHIIEHTPUUYECKUX KOJIbIIa:
BHYTPEHHUY KPYT 3aKPYXKUJICA [10 YaCOBOU CTPEeJIKE, BHEIITHUY — IIPOTUB Hee.

3ameicen Obil 6e3ynpeyeH. CMepTOHOCHAS Kapycesb 3axaJjla JeBYIIKY B TUCKH, HE OCTaBIgs HU
eIMHOM JTa3eMKu A nmobera. [IpOTUB TaKOTO COKPYIIUTEIHHOTO HaTHUCKa, ObIOIIETr0 W30 BCEX CIIEIBIX
30H pa3oM, He YCTOsI OBl HA OIUH CMEPTHBIM.

CrromnrHasi CTeHa J1€3BUHM U CKPHITHIX IIWIIOB HACTUTIa CSIHCSH — I10 ee HeXXHOW KoxKe mobexamu
IepBble CTPYUKU KPOBH.

Cacopy TOPXKECTBYIOIE OCKAJIUIICS.

— CoBceM 3a0mb11 IIpegynpenuThb: OPYZKHNEe MOUX MaPHOHETOK ITPOITUTAHO CMEPTEJIbHEIM AO0M.
[locTaTO4YHO JIETKOU LaPaAIIvHHI, YyTOORI ThI 3a2KMBO CTHMJIA 3a CYUTAHLIE CGKYHJIBI!

Opuako CAHCSH nuIllb HeOPEXKHO CTepIia MaiblieM KPOBb CO IIeKH U CIIM3HYIIa €e.

— Oro, a A0-TO 3HATHHIHU, — YCMEXHYJIaChk OHA. — BoT TONMBKO Ha MeHS 3Ta OPAHb HE JIefICTByeT.

— He moxet OuITh... — Cacopu BO BCe I'la3a YCTaBUICS Ha Hee, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPU HapacTaeT
naHuka. — [loyemy ThI 10 CUX IIOp XKuBa?!

— Tebe ke PyCCKUM SI3BIKOM CKa3asu: s Kykja! A KyKJIbl He TPaBSTCA simaMu, Tymuia!

[Tonw3ysich ero 3aMeniaTebCTBOM, CSHCSH CAeflaja pe3KUy BhIIaf.

— OxoTta Ha MapuoHeTOoK!



TsKermoe ne3Bue OMKUCao IUPOKYIO AYTY. B paguyce Tpex METPOB BCE KUBOE U MEPTBOE
TIPEeBPATUIIOCh B TPYXY. [Tox yparaHHb yoap momain u caM Cacopu, pa3ieTeBIIUCh Ha KYCKH.

— «OxoTta Ha MapuoneTok»? — HapyTo 03afaueHHO mo4decas 3aThlIoK. — [loroau, B MpOIIBIA pa3
THI BpOJie Kpru4ana 4To-To npo «I'amuyry Taumo»? C 4ero BOPYT CMeHUsIa Ha3BaHUe?

— Hy notomy uto! — CsiHCSH 00UXKeHHO Hafyna ry0sl. — To Ha3BaHUe yKe 3aHSATO KaKUM-TO PHIKUM
TUIIOM C OTPOMHEIM MedoM. He xouy uMeTh po6ieM ¢ aBTOPCKUMU ITpaBaMu!

— Ho «OxoTa Ha MapHuOHETOK» TOXKe 3BYYUT KaK-TO IIOO3PUTEIHFHO 3HAKOMO. ..

— ITa 3a0ynb TH 00 3ToM! JIydlile MOCMOTPH Ha 3TOr0... — CSAHCSH 0CEeKJIach ¥ IPUIIYyPHUIaCh.

I/IBYpOJIOBaHHOG TeJo0 C&COpI/I, MTI'HOBEHHE Ha3a[ IIPEBPAIIEHHOE B I'PyAY IIEIIOK, Ha4aJlo
BOCCTaHABJIMBATLCA IIPAMO Y HUX Ha I'JIa3aX. Heckomnbko CEKYyH — U KYKOJIBHHUK CHOBA CTOAII IIEPEN
HHUMH IIeJIBIM U HEBPEOHUMBIM.

— YT0 3a yepToBUMHA?.. — TpobopMOTasa OHa. [leBylika Obljla yBepeHa, YTO pa3Hecia ero B IIEeNKH.
— Heyxenu oH HEXUTH?

HapyTo ycTasmo B3[0OXHYII, IpHKaB JIaf0OHb K JIKILTY.

— CsiHCSIH, HY BKJIIOYH THI T0JI0BY. Kakas eme HexXuTh? BCE€ ropasmo mpoilre: y 3TOro THIA eCTh AP0,
ero nmuyHoe ciaboe MecTo. [Toka MBI He YHUYTOXKUM 3Ty [ieTallb, OH OyneT 6eCKOHEYHO coOupaTh
ce0s1 3aHOBO, ITEPEHOCS Pa3yM B YIIeJIeBIIMe YacCTH.

— CraBHHIN... HAMETAHHBIN T'JIa3, Majlell... — pa3fajcs ciabbii, IPEePEIBUCTHIM Tojioc 6adyuIku Yue.
— Yrto6nl BEIpaOaTHIBaTh YaKPy, €My BCE ellle HyXKHa XKUBas MJIOTh. [ 1e-TO B 9TOM OEePEeBSIHHOM TeJle
CKpBIBAaeTCS KyCOUeK ero HaCTOSIIIEero Cepama... ITO U eCTh er0 eIUHCTBEeHHAs YsI3BUMOCT.

Ee Tuxuii, cunnisiii menot 3actaBuwil HapyTo B3aporayTs. OH 00epHYJICS U C y2KAacoM IOHSJI: BO BpeMs
0e3yMHOM KPYrOBepPTH aTaK CTapyILIKa OTBIEK/IACh U MPOIYCTHIIA YAAP OTPABIEHHOI0 KIMHKA. A1
Cacopu yxKe BOBCIO XO3MHUYA B €€ BeHaXx.

— Balbynsg, Tol Kak?! — HapyTo marsyn K Hel, B ero I'/la3axX YuTajaach HelllyTo4yHas TpeBora. —
Iepxucsh, Mb ceidac xke oTnpaBuM TeOs B CyHarakypy, TaM IOoMoryT!

Yué nuib caabo mokayasa IojIoBOM, MPHUCIIOHUBIINCE CIHHOM K XOJIOMHOMY Ba/IyHY.

— He raymu... d cIUIIKOM XOPOIIO 3Hat0 CBOe Teqo. [laxe eciiy KaKUM-TO YyAOM BHIBEY ITOT S,
IHY MOU COYTeHHl. Ho mpexme yeM YUTH B HEOLITHE, S [HOIKHA 3aBEPUIUTh TO, YTO 00s3aHa.



CrapyIika NpUKphUIa T71a3a, TSIXKeJ0 ¥ XPUIIIo Ohiira. HapyTo Momya cTosin psimoM, 60sCh
TIOTPEBOXKUTE €€ MOKOM. Ho CIyCTs JONTyio MUHYTY TUIIMHE OHA BHOBL 3aTOBOPUJIA — THUXO,
HaOTPECHYTO:

— EcTb paHBbl, KOTOPHEIE He 3aJIeYUT HU OOHO JIEKapCTBO. f BUHOBHA Iepef 3TUM MajIbuuKOM... Mo
OOJIT Ilepef HUM TaK BEeJIMK, YTO MHE He PaCIIaTUTHhCSA U 3a THICAUY XU3HEH...

Cacopu Moyi4a CMOTpPeJ Ha yracamwllylo CTapyxy. B ero mycThIX KyKOJIbHBEIX I'JIa3axX YTO-TO IPOTHYJIO.
BekoBas 37100a U IpoCTh, MCKaXKaBIINeE €T0 JIUI0, BOPYT OTCTYIIUIY, YCTYIIUB MECTO CTPDAHHOMY,
IOYTH 3a0BITOMY TeIlTy. BO3MOXKHO, ITepe[l ero MBICIIEHHEIM B30POM ITPOMEITbKHY T OOUH U3
COJIHEYHHIX JHEW HaneKoro NeTCTBA, KOTa OHU BABOEM IIUIM 3@ €T0 JIIOOMMEBIMU CIIaflOCTSIMU.
Bo3Mo0kHO, OH BCIOMHUJI 6€CKOHEYHbIE TUXME Beyepa, KOria MOPIIMHUCTbIE PYKU OepekHO
HaIpaBJI/IM €T0 Majbllbl, 06y4das MepBhIM a3aM KyKOJIbHOTO0 MacTepCTBa. My TOT CTpalIHLIi 3aKar,
KOI'Tla OH IIOTepsI pofuTenieii, a 6abyIika, C TPYIOM CHepXKUBas CJie3bl, bITanach yae0aThCa U
yBepsisia, YTO MaMa | I1ama MPOCTO YIIIA Ha CEKPETHOE 3aflaHue U 0053aTEIbHO BEPHYTCS... A MOXKET
OBbITH, B €T0 IEPEBSIHHOU I'0JI0BE HE ObII0O COBCEM HUYETO.

B 3TOT caMblif MUT C TTOIYpa3pylIeHHOT0 CBOfia Melephl COPBaJICs MAaCCUBHBIM KaMeHHbIM 00I0MOK.
Tsxenas rneiba ycTpeMunIach IpssMo Ha 00eCCUIEHHYI0 CTapyXy, He OCTaBIIsas eil HU efUHOr0 IIaHca
YKJIOHUTBCA. ..
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