— Ou obupen 1eb4, g 3Toro Tak He octasmo! — Cy FOit Hagym ry0sL.

— IlycTaku, He BriepBOU, — rojioc MyxyH LI3vHs Ipo3By4Yas paBHOZYIIHO.

Cy HO# HeBOJIbHO 3aMep, YYBCTBYS, KaK B TTIyOHHE AYIIHN IIeBeIbHYI0Ch COUyBCTBHE. CKOIBKO XKe
YVHUXKEHHUH IPUIIIOCh IePeXUTh MyKyH [[31HI0, eC/Ii OH Hay4uJICS BOCIPUHUMATD UX C TAKUM
CIIOKOWCTBMEM, CJIOBHO PEYb IIjIa O YeM-TO CAMOM OOBIIEHHOM?

— [ToueMy THI TOBOPHILE TaK, OYOTO IPUBHIK K Togo0HOMY obpaineruto? — Cy IOl MenjeHHO KaTuml
MHBAIUHOE KPECIIO, ero roI0C 3aMeTHO IIOHU3UJIICS.

MyxyH L[3uns npomonyarn, u Cy KOu npuHsan 3To MoT4aHNe 3a IOATBEPXKAEHNE CBOUX OrafioK.

— Twl HEUKOTIA HE AyMast O TOM, YTOOHBI IaTh COAYU?

— Yem MHe 0TBedaTh? ITUM HEMOIIHEIM TeJIOM? — B rojioce MyxyH L[31HS IPOCKOJIb3HYIX HOTKU
CaMOUPOHUY U XOJIOMHOU OTCTPAHEHHOCTH.

Cy IO#1 Ha MrHOBEHUE JIUIINJICA Japa peyu.

W mpaBpa, 4TO OH MOT cenaTh? [Ipu ero-To XpymKOM TEeJI0CTI0KEHUH, KOTHa HaXKe MaloIeTHUN
TIPUHII CITOCOOEH BHIIIBHIPHYTH €T0 M3 KPEeCcya, Kakas TyT MOXKeT ObTh 6opbOa?

K Tomy ke, BOKPYT OBLIO ITOJTHO Jiofieli. Ecnu clyT u eBHYXOB ellle MOXKHO OBITIO TOHSATH, TO HaXke
BOOPY2KEHHbIE CTPAXKHUKY [eJaliy BUJ, YTO HUYETro He 3aMeydaioT. [Ioxoxe, KTO-TO OT[Ia/l UM IIPUKa3,
uHave momo6Hoe 6bIT0 OBl TIOMTPOCTY HEBO3MOXKHO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IIpaBuia B UMIIEPATOPCKOM
IBOPIIE CTPOTH: [axe ecyy Obl IpaKCch IPOCTHE CIyryd, UMmepaTopcKas rBapaus U CTpaxa He
ocTanuch OBl B CTOPOHE, a YK KOT{la peyb UMET O MMPUHIIE — KPOBHOM KHSI3E...

Ho atu rBappgeirsr... Xa!

Cy Ot cxan 3y6sI oT sipocTu. Ero couyBcTBue K MyxyH L[3uHto cTano emle riny6xe. XoTs B IPOIIION
JKU3HU OH OBIJT CHPOTOM M TOXKE CTAJIKUBAJICS C M3[IeBaTeIbCTBAMH, II0 KpaHer Mepe, OH OBLT 3T0POB
¥ JKUJI B IPaBOBOM I'OCYapCTBe, e eTro KU3Hb Oblyia B 6e30macHOCTH. A 3mech? MyxkyH L[3uHb efiBa

OBIIINAT, a €ro IIPOAOJIZKAaIOT TPAaBUTE.

— PaHbIle 51 He MOT BMeIIaThCs, HO Temeps OyIb CIIOKOEH: II0Ka 5 KUB, ST HIKOMY He TI03BOJII0 Te0s
obuxkaTh, — Cy FO# roBOpHII C IpefeNibHOM Cepbe3HOCThIO, B €r0 I'1a3ax He ObIJI0 HU TeHU IIYTKH.

— Tol 3aIUTHUIIL MEHS? — ron0c MyxXyH LI[3uHS Mpo3BydYall CTPaHHO.



— INa! — kopoTko oTBeTHn Cy FOif u GosbIlle He TPOPOHUIT HU CIIOBA, TPOHOJIKast KATUTh KPECIIo B
CTOPOHY KabuWHETa UMIIepPaTopa.

Bnepepnu ero xkpnasna Hejerkas 6uTBa, 1 OH He MOT TI03BOIUTL cebe paccnabuthes. HyKHO Obl10
00ymMaTh, UTO CKa3aTh UMIIEPATOPY, YTOOR HaKa3aTh MyXKYyH JIaHs ¥ IIPYU 3TOM BHIUTH CYXUM U3
BOIHL.

A B nyme MyxyH Ll3uns OyiuieBana Oypsi. HUKTO 1 HUKOra He o6elllan eMy 3alllUTH, faxke TOT
YyeJioBeK, B KOTOPOT'0 OH KOTa-ToO BepuJyl. HanpoTus, ero yuumu, 4to, Oyoydu MpUHIIEM, TTIaBHOE —
3TO TepIeHUe, U faxke ecly Tebs IPUHUKAIOT, Hy>KHO CHOCUTH Bcé Momda. Cy KO cTan mepBeIM, KTO
man eMy Takoe ofeiranue. Ero ciosa, oberraroire o0eperaTh ero, Moka OH XKHUB, IPOH3UIHN XOJIOIHOE
cepaue MyxyH LI3uHs, CIIOBHO JIy4 COJIHIIQ, COTPeBas ero U3HYTPHU. YTOIKK ero I'y0 HeBOIbHO
IOPOTHYJIH B €[IBa 3aMETHOM yIIOKe.

Kak xe npusaTHo, Korga o Tebe KTo-TO 3a00TUTCS.

)%k

— IIpuBeTCTBYIO UMIIEpPATOPA.

Cy IO# He 3HaJ, KaK K HeMy 00paTUTLCSI — KakK K MTOAaHHOM UK KaK K CYNPYTy, II09TOMY PeIlnI
BOBCE IIPOIYCTUTH OOpalleHue.

HMmepaTop, MO-BUAMMOMY, ITOHSJ HEJIOBKOCTh CUTyalluM ¥ He CTall npuaupathcs. OH IPUIIYPHUIICS,
3apymuuBo ornggen Cy FOg u nuiis mocse 3Toro Iporu3Hec:

— Bcrasai.

— Bnaropapto, umneparop, — Cy KOil mogHsICs, OTPSAXHYI IBUIb C OAEXKObI ¥ IIOCIIYIIHO BCTal PAAOM
¢ MyxyH Ll3uneM.

B HbIHeIIHeH cUTyaluu MojTyaHue OBIIo Iy4lnei cTrpaTerueii. ECiiu oH MO3BOIUT UMIIEPATOPY
3ar0BOPUTH NIEPBHIM, TO UHUIIMATHBA OCTAHETCS Ha ero CTOpoHe. PasymeeTcs, UMIepaTop IpeKpacHo
TIOHUMaJI 9TOT PacyeT, II03TOMY TOXKe XPaHUJI MOJTYaHHUE.

B kabuneTte BOIIapHUJIaCh THUIIIHHA.

Y Cy HO#, u uMnepaTop OBIJTA B3POC/IBIMYU JIIOABME C BEIIEPKKOM, HO MyxKyH JlaHb OB elle
pebeHKOM. BcKope OH He BhIepKaJjl: BCXJIUIIBIBAS U IPUKPLIBas PacIyXIIyio 1Ky, OH Brepui B Cy
FOst monHBIM HEHABUCTH B3TJIAN U Hadall XKaJI0BaThCA:

— Oremn, 310 BCé 3TOT nopayel! OH ymapuil MeHs! Brl OTKHBI BOCCTAHOBUTD CIIPAaBEAJIMBOCTS!



[Tpu sToM MyxkyH JIaHb OIYCTHIICS Ha KOJIEHHU, CIIEI[MAIbHO BEICTABJISS HAIIOKA3 CBOK PACIYXIIYIO
TIOJIOBUHY JIMIIa. Pa3 yX& ChIH 3aTOBOPUII IIEPBLIM, UMIIEPATOPY MIPUIIIOCH BEIBECTH BOIIPOC HA YHUCTYIO
Boxy. OH B3MaxHYyJI IIIMPOKUM PYKAaBOM, IEHUBO OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY Kpecia U, IOTHpPas
mo00POIOK, ITPOU3BEIT C HAXKHMOM:

— O? JlaHb-3p, C Yero BAPYT TaKue ciaoBa? MoxXeT, TYT KaKoe-TO HeflopasyMeHnue? [leBsTas
HeBeCTKa?

Cy I0# momymar mpo ce6si: «Crapsiit nuc». MmepaTop He cTasl cpa3y 00BUHSATH €T0, a CIIPOCHUII O
Hepgopa3yMeHuu. Tak oH U ce0s1 He BLICTABUT HeCIIPaBeAJIMBEIM, M BO3MOXKHOCTh HaKa3aTh Cy s
COXPaHUT.

Cy IO BHyTpH ycMexHyncs. HeyXenu uMnepaTop fyMaeT, YTO TaK JIETKO 3aTOHUT €T0 B yron?
CMmemno. OH, Yel0BeK U3 OBaALaTh IEPBOT0 BeKa, pa3Be MOXKET IIPOUTPaTh B XUTPOCTH KaKOMY-TO
OpeBHEMY IIPABUTEIIO?

Cy HO# HaTsHY Ha U0 QasbIIUBYIO YIIHIOKY:

— Bairre BennuecTBo, HeBECTKa caMa X0Teja OBl CIIPOCKUTD BaC: BB CITBIIIANN, KaK UMEHHO ITPUHI] KO
MHe 00paTuics?

VimnepaTop HaxMypuiicsi. OH IpeKpacHO 3HaJl XapaKTep CBOET0 ChiHA. M130amoBaHHbIM TOHEb3S, TOT
BCETMa TOBOPHUJI YTO B3[yMaETCs, HE IIEPEMOHSICh HE TOJIBKO C JKeHOU 3TOro 60JIbHOTO MPUHIIA, HO
maxe C 3aKOHHBIMU HaCJeOHUKAMU UMIIepaTpulibl. Ho OCKOIBKY UMIIepaTop MoTakan MyxKyH
JlaHI0, HUKTO He PelIasiCs BHIPA3uTh HEJOBOJILCTBO, BCE JIUIITL MOJTYaA TJIOTANTA OOUIEL.

Cy IO# cTan nepBbIM, KTO OCMEJIHIICS MPSIMO YKa3aTh Ha rpy0oCTh npuHiia. iMmnepaTop Ha
MrHOBeHUe omemus. OH npucTaabHO nocMoTpen Ha Cy FOs1, 3aTeM OnyCTuI rjiasa, CKphiBast
WCTUHHLIE YYBCTBA, U ITPOU3HEC:

— Jla"b-3p, HEMEJIEHHO U3BUHUCH NTepe[] AeBATOU TETYIIKOMU.

OH IOHSAJT, YTO 3TOT YETBEPTHIM ChIH U3 CEeMbU NIPeMbeP-MUHUCTPA, 0 KOTOPOM XOAUTIU CIIyXH KakK O
MATKOTEJIOM, BOBCe He Tak IPOCT. EC/iu OH He 1acT eMy yIOBJIETBOPUTEILHOTO OTBETA, JEJI0 TaK
JIETKO He 3aKOHYHUTCS. FMIlepaTop maxe moxKases, YTO PeLIuyI UCI0Ib30BaTh MyXyH JlaHs ons
nasneHus Ha MyxyH L3unsa u Cy 0. 3Has xapakTep CBIHa, OH IIOHMMaJl, YTO TOT HaBepHSKa
BMHOBAT caM, U Teneps 6oscs, Kak 061 Cy IO 3TUM He BOCIIOIb30BaJICS.

— OTO OH mepBHIil ynapui MeHs! {1 He Oynoy U3BUHATHCS!

MyxyH JlaHb IPUBEIK TBOPUTH B IBOPLIE YTO YI'OJHO, X BCerga U3BUHSAJIUCH IIepef HUM, a He
Haob6opoT. K Tomy ke, mepeq keM? Ilepen 3TUM BCeMHU MTPE3UPAEMEBIM CYIPYroM-MyXK4YuHOU? OH HU
3a 4TO He MOUIET Ha TAKOE YHUIKEHUE.



WmmepaTtop Ol B ipocTU. MykyH JIaHb OBIT HACTOIBKO UCIIOPYEH, UTO COBCEM ITOTEPSIT YYBCTBO
PEeaTbHOCTH — HEe BUAUT, YTO Tepej HUM OTACHEIM MPOTUBHUK, U IIPOJO0JIKAET KHYUTHCS CBOMM
CTaTyCOM IIPHUHIIA.

— Jlanp-ap! He mep3u, U3BUHUCEH TIE€pe OEBITOM TETYLIKON! — rojioc UMIepaTopa CTajl X0JI0gHee, U
OH BBHIPA3UTENIBHO JEPHYII PyKaBOM, IPUKa3biBas CHIHY MOAYUHUTHCS.
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