— Ban-}9i#i, Kak ObI TaM HHU OBIIO... BaM BCe e CTOUT O0JIbIlle BpEMEeHHU IPOBOOUTE C KHSI3EM, —
Martymka M 3Hana, 4To mepeq Hell He HACTOSIIAs KHATUHS, HO UMCTUHHOM TUYHOCTH He Befasa.
oK OaBIIKCh, ITOKA CIYTY U TOPHUYHEBIE YHIYT, OHA He yaepxKasach OT yrpeka. — Eciu ¢ KHsI3eM
cnyuutcs: 6efa U UMIIEPATOP IIPU30BET K OTBETY, BaM TOXKe He n36exkKaTh BUHHL.

— Xoporo, s moHsna, — Ban Ykao06ao KuBHYN. — Martyika W, ugute OTOOXHUTE, 5T caMa
IIPUCMOTPIO 3a MaJeHbKUM KHSI3€EM.

Martymky Y crac 4eoBeK B YepHOM, CKPHIBABIIHH H1I0. CErofHs OHa IMepexkusia HaCTOSIIUH yKac,
K TOMY K€ B CHJTy BO3pacTa U 6eCCOHHOM HOYH, MPOBeeHHo B TpeBorax o Cy HsiHe, cTapyimka Oblia
u3MoTaHa. OHa 6pocuia B3 Ha crsilero Cy HsHs, 3aTeM Ha Ke-KHATHHIO.

OTHOCHTENBHO 3TOM caM0o3BaHKM MartyIika M noHavasny He 6ecrioKounach: pa3 mpuciaHa
MMIIEpaTOPOM, 3HAUUT, e/ MOXKHO [0BepsATh. Ho B mocnegHee BpeMs KHS3b PSIAOM C Hel Ka3acs
TaKUM [OBOJILHEIM, OHU [TIOCTOSHHO IIePeLIyYnBalIuCh, X 3TO 3aCTaBUJIO CTaPYLIKY HACTOPOKUTHCS.
Kusa3p — ¢urypa 3saurmMas! CKOIBKO JeBYIIEK MeUTalOT I0NacTh B pe3ufgeHuio Kua3g Huu? [og
OIHOM KpHIIIeH, a PSIOOM C TAKUM MYXKYUHOM — HEMYIPEHO, YTO I0Hast 0co0a MOXKET MOTepPSITh
rosioBy. HeT, maxe cTpaHHO, eciu Obl He ITOTEPSIA.

— Ban-$aii, BH B ocneqHee BpeMs 04eHb cTapaeTech. Korga... Korjga KHATUHS IOMPABUTCS, BaM
cTaHeT ylerye, — Matymka Y xuTpo npuiypunack u yiaeiOHynack. — BaM Beb IpUBLIYHEE
3aHUMAaThCS MOJOOHEIMY [IeJlaMy, BEPHO?

— Emie OBl, BOPYT OKa3aThCs B KHAKECKOM [IOMe B POJIU TOCIIOKU — Jito0asi rojioBa 3aKpyKHUTCS.
Baitre Tu1[0 B TOYHOCTH KaK y KHATUHU, KHS3b HAaBEPHSIKA OTHOCUTCS K BaM C 0co00¥ cuMnaTtue. ITo
BCce Oraropmaps Ballled BHEUTHOCTH. Halll KHSA3b K CBOeH CyIpyre NUTaeT IIy00KKUe YyBCTBA, Ha
OPYTUX [eBYLIEK faXke He CMOTPUT, He TOBOPS yXke 0 npuciyre. KHa3b oH...

'poMKoOe ypuaHUe B XKUBOTE, XOTh ¥ HE CJIUIIKOM CUJIbHOE, OTYET/IMBO IIPO3BYYasio B TULINHE
KoMHaThl. Ban Ykao06a0 OB JOBOJIBHO BRIHOCTIUB U MOT 00XOAUTHCS 63 efibl 10 HECKOJIBKY [HEH, HO
CerofHs IIPOroJIofascs He Ha WyTKy. OH MPOIyCTUII MUMO yIed Bce cjioBa Martywku U, nuib
6e3y4acTHO rsaas nepen cob6oi U pa3MbILIIAs, HE CXOOUTE JIL €My 4ero-HUOYIb TePeKyCUTb.

— Xa-xa.

Tuxuit cmelok 3actaBuil Ban Yxkaobao u Matymky U o6epHyThCS K pocHyBIIeMycs Cy HsHio.

— Ku43s, 5 Bac pa30yguna? — MaTtymka U TyT X&Ke nopoIia K KpoBatu. — Bam nyume? ITo3BaTh
jieKaps’?

— Bce B mopspke, xap cnan, — Cy HaHb cierka mokadain rojioBoi. — Marymka U, monpocure
IPUHECTH 4ero-HUOyIb OECTh.



MoxnaBInuch, moka MaTymka M pacnopsaautcs HacudeT efwl, Cy HAHB OTIIYCTUI ee OTObIXaTh.
Habmromast, Kak OHa YXOOUT, ITOCTOSIHHO OTJISIIBIBASICh ¥ C TPEBOToi mornsigeiBas Ha Cso @3, Cy
Hsaup nuims ycMexHyIICS.

Ha camoM fiefie OH He CIaji, IPOCTO YyBCTBOBAJI TAKYIO CIab0CTh, YTO HE XOTEIOCh OTKPHIBATH IIa3a.
Bce cnoBa Matyuiku W oH ciibIIan ¥ faxe ykpagkoi Habmronan 3a Cso @ait. [To ee 0TCYTCTBYIOIEMY
B3TJIsIAY OBIJIO SICHO, UTO OHA BUTAJa B 00JIaKax U IPOIyCTHIA BCe MUMO yIueit. Marymka U erme
Obly1a MSITKQ, PAHBIIE OHA MOTJIA IPSIMO OTYUTHIBAThH TOPHUYHEIX, 3aII0[03PEHHBIX B KOPBICTHEIX
MBICTISIX.

Cy Hsns 3Has, yto y Cg0 @311 HeT Ha ero cyeT HUKAKUX IJIaHOB, Ja U Y HEro K Hed — Toxe. OH Bce
etre mobun Lo ®sit. [Tpocto Csio ®ait Kazanack eMy 0coOeHHOM, ¢ Hel OBLIO JIeTKO U KOM(MOPTHO.
OH OBITI TOTOB OBITH C HEW... APY3bsIMU. [la, Apy3bsamMu. Ceryac y HUX He OBIIO APYT K OPYTY UHBIX
YYBCTB, a B OyOYIIEM...

— Manenbku#t KHs3b? — Ban Uxkao0ao, cnenys ykasaHusM Matymku M, mepenaun oTBap u3
IIPOTPETOro Ha [IeYH Cocyha B yally u nogHec K Cy HfHIO0, 3aMeTUB, 4TO TOT CMOTPUT Ha HETo,
IIOIPY3UBIUUCH B IYMBI. — MajleHbKUU KHS3b?

B 6ynmymem? Cy Hsaub Mopruyn. Bynyuero Bens He OymeT, BepHo? OHa — Y MH. Kak TONbKO BepHETCS
[Trou @31, OHa U TOT YeI0BeK B YepHOM yUayT. Y H HUKOTrga He II0Ka3bIBalOT JII0OAM, 3TOT Clly4au
— uckmoydenue. M mpasaa, oHU 60JIbIlle HE YBUASTCS, TaK YTO U TOBOPUTH He 0 yeM. [IpocTo Apy3bs
Ha KOpOTKoe BpeMs. 2Kasb, YTO TaK BBHILITIO — PEKO BCTPETHUIIh TaKOT0 OJIM3KOT0 110 AyXy YesloBeKa.

— Ot Kapa IOMyTUJIOCH B ToyioBe? — Bau Ykao6ao momaxan pykoi nepep riasamu Cy HsHs.

Cy Hsaup nputien B ce0s 1 B3TNISHYI Ha PyKy Cso ®aii.

— Pyka y Te0s... KpyImIHOBaTA.

— MarneHbKuM KHA3b, TIENTe JIeKapcTBO. — Ban Yzkao0ao B3T/ISHYI Ha CBOM PYKU. [la, KPYIITHOBATH,
Be[b TEXHUKA CXKaTusg KOCTeX He NelCTByeT Ha KuCTu. — [IoMo4b Bam?

— He nyxHo. Trl Beqb ronogHa? Emb cmagoctu, — Cy Hsub B35 varnty. — W KypuHbIid OyJIbOH TOXKE
BLIIIEH, OH ellle TEeIlJIBIN.

Ban Uxkao6ao 6e3 TUIIHUX IePEMOHUN TIOHOIIeN K IeYH, ITie CTOsT OY/IbOH, U MPUIIOAHSIT KPHIIIKY.
ApoMart TyT e HaloJIHU KoMHaTy. Kypulia Ovlna 30JI0TUCTOM U BHITJIfieNIa OY€Hb anmneTuTHo. OH
Hanus cebe MONHYIO Yally U IPUHSICS 3a MSCO.

— Trl HE y}KI/IHaHa? Takas ronogHas, — Cy Hsup moctaBun IMyCTYIO Yallly Ha HpHKpOB&THBIfI CTOJIUK.

— He Haemnack. — Ban Ykao06ao mporiaoTuil KyCoK, Hajul ellle OfHY IOPIIHIO U MOMOIIeN K KPOBaTH.



— BEHI TOXe BHIIEHTE.

— Her, He xo4eTcs.

— Torpa cniute, — Ban Ykao06ao oTctaBun vainy u nomor Cy HsHio meusb. — Brl yacTo 6omeeTte?
Buxy, meuys u Bce HE0OXOMMMOE 3[IeCh YKe MaBHO HAaroTOBeE.

— Bosce s He Takol cnabwiii! — Cy Haub HaTONMKHYJCS Ha B3rjsan Csio @sif, KOTOPHINA IBHO TOBOPHII:
a pa3Be HeT? — [IpocTo... TeJI0 HEMHOTO Kanpru3Hoe. CTOUT IOTacTh IIOf CHET, cpa3y Xkap.

— IlonsaTHo, — kuBHYN BaH Ykao6ao. — Ho y Bac xe ecTb yuuTesnss 60eBbIX UCKYCCTB.

— EcTb. 4 ToXKe TPeHUPYIOCh, — OHU C OPAThSIMU BCE YUUITUCH, TPoCTo Cy HSHbL He MpOsiBISAI
yIIopcTBa, 60sICh ycTanocTu. — Yepes mapy JIEeT S CTAHY CHUTBHBIM.

— BepHo, HykKHO 60bIlIe TPEHUPOBATHCS. ITO 3aKaJIIeT TeJI0 U TOMOTaeT 3alUTUTh Cebs.

Cy Hsnb cMoTpen, Kak Csio @3l cUIUT Ha Kpalo KPOBATHU U IOIUBAET €ro OYJIbOH, U II0YEMY-TO
BCEpbE3 3ayMaJiCsi 0 TPEHUPOBKAX.

— Kcrarty, y Te0s eCTh OpaThsl UIU CECTPHI?

— Her, mp1, Y UH, nouyTtu Bce cupoTkl, — Ban Yxkao6ao 06nu3nys ryosl. ByIboH OB 04eHb BKYCHEBIM.

— ToT 4yenoBeK B 4ePHOM CHApPyXkKH Tak Ha Te0s IMOX0XK, g AyMaJl, Bkl OpaThs.

Ban Uxkao6ao 3amep u nocmoTpesn Ha Cy Hsns.

— YeM XKe ITOX0XK?

— I'mazamu, — ¢ yBepeHHOCThIO 0TBeTUIl Cy HsiHb. — ThHI B Macke, OH B MacKe, 51 BUXKY TOJIBKO I'jla3a.
OHM y Bac JelCTBUTENIbHO TOX0XKH.

— Xa-xa, — HeJ0BKO paccMesinicst Ban Yxkao06ao. — Hamo ke, 1Mo ri1a3aM OnpenennTh CXONCTBO.
MarneHbKUY KHSI3b, BH MacTep.

— XM, — Cy HaHb QBIPKHYJI, BCIOMHUB, KaK C TOTO YeJI0BeKa B UePHOM IpafioM Iuil 1noT. — OH
IIpaBa BCe BPEeMS TaK ¥ CTOUT CHAPYXKU?

— Hy, MOXHO CKa3aTh U Tak.



— CHer ugeT Takou CUNIbHBIM, e Ke oH cnuT? OH Bedb HEC MeHS Ha CIKHe, BeCh B3MOK, — Cy HsHb
MIOIIPaBUII OfEesi0. — MoXKeT, TONpPoCUTh MaTyliky Y IpUuroToBUTh €My KOMHATY?

— He HyXHO, OH... caM pa30epeTcsi. — Ban UxKao0ao He XOTeJl MPOJ0IKAaTh Pa3roBOP O YEJIOBEKE B
YyepHOM. — MaleHbKUY KHSI3b, 3a4eM Bbl X0Ouu Ha XonMm Cozepianus CHera?

Momnuanue Cy HsHs mano moHSTh, YTO OH He X04eT 00 3TOM roBOpuUTh. Ban Ykao0ao, KOTOPHIHM U Tak
3aBeJI 3TOT Pa3TrOBOP JIMIIL [AJIS TOTO, YTOOR CMEHUTH TeMY, 6e3pa3IuyYHO ITOTHSIICS.

— CnuTe, KH3b. Sl IPUKOPHY 3[€Ch, ECTTU YTO — 30BHUTE.

Cy Hsaup nabmionan, Kak Csio ®aii 3ayna cBedy B cliajbHe, Kak OeCIIyMHO Chejla ellle HeCKOJIbKO
KYCKOB KypHUIIBl, KaK C TOBOJIbHBIM BHIOM CeJla Ha CTYJI, a 3aTeM, IOJHSABIIKUCH, IIPUCIIOHUAIIACh K
CIIMHKE ¥ B3MaxHyJla PyKO! — Ioracja CBedya U B IJIaBHOM KOMHaTe. [Iorpy3uBIINCh B TEMHOTY, OH
IIpOILIenTal:

— TrI cCOBCeM He TOX0XKa Ha OeBYIIKY.

— ITo-Moemy, 51 yKe JOCTATOYHO 10oX0xka, — BaH Yxkao0ao 3aKphUI I'/la3a, HAX0[s €0 BHIBOL
3a0aBHEIM. — MOXKeT, IPOCTO CYUTANTE, UTO 51 MyXKUMHA, IIEPEOMETHIH B XKEHIINHY.

— O1, g He xoTen Tebg 00unets, He 3nuch, — Cy HaHb ynbIOHYCS, TI404 B IOTOJIOK. — MHoOTrHe
3HAIOT, mo4YeMy 5 X0XKYy Ha XonM Co3epuanus CHera.

B koMHaTe cHOBa BoIlapuiach TuirHa. Ba# Yxka06a0 Maso 3Haa 0 JBOPIOBHIX fmenax. Y UH
CYILECTBOBaJIM, YTOOHI UCIIOIHATH BOJIIO UMIIepaTopa: YOUThb, yCTPAaHUTh — OHU He BHUKAIM B
IPUYMHEL ¥ MTUYHOCTU. KoHeuHo, cpenu Y WH Oblnu Te, KTO 00U cOOUpPaTh CIIETHH, HO Ban
Yka006a0 OBLT M3 TEX, KTO He CHIBIIIMT HUYETO0 Jasiblie COOCTBEHHOI0 HOCA, COCPEOOTOYEHHO
BBITIOJIHSIS 3afaHue.

— Ilocne Moero poxXaeHus 3M0POBhEe MATYLIKK CHJIBHO MOMIATHYIOCh. OHa OYeHb NTo0ua CHeT U
TOBOPHJIA, YTO 5T POAMIICS UMEHHO B cHeromaf. Korma MHe GBIJT0O BOCEMbB, OHa TskKelo 3adosena.
[Tommpocua BEIHECTH €€ BO IBOP — XOTeJla IIOCMOTPETh Ha CHeT. MHI ¢ oTiioM 6bitu pssmoM. OHa
CKasasa, 4YTO X04YeT YBUAETh MOM Oymymuii oM, Moo OyayInyio xkeHy... OHa He X0Tejla pacCTaBaThCs
c oriroM. [TooGerana, YToO KAkl [OM B IIEPBEIN CHEroma OyIeT CMOTPEeTh Ha HAC OTTYMa, THOe
CMOKeT Hac BumeTh. [Ipocuia oTia 3a60TUTHCS 000 MHe, a MHE Bejiela pacTu 0e33a00THEIM... A
TIOTOM OHA yIIla. YIIyla BMECTE CO CHETOM.

Ban Yxkao6ao monua ciyman. Cy Hsaub ropopun 6e3 mays, B ronoce He OblIO HafpkiBa, HO BaH
Yka00a0 MpenCcTaBUil €ro B3I — IIOIHEIM IIeYaad ¥ TOCKH, TOYHO TaKOM XKe, KaK B TOM XMXKUHE Ha
XomnMme Cozepiianus CHera.

— XonM s Halen B gecaTh jieT. OTTyma O BULEH ABOPeIl U MecTo, The OymeT Moi moM. A pemu,



YTO KaXK[IbIN HepBBIfI CHeroIraf 6y1:[y IIPUXOOUTE Ty[Oa, YTOOLI BMECTE C MaTYH.IKOfI IMIOCMOTPETHh Ha
Hac. OmHaXOH 5 IIpuBEJI Tydd OTIid, ¥ TOJIBKO TOT'Id OH PA3pelInI MHe ITIOKMHYTh OBOPEI, 1aPOBaJl
TUTYJI KHA35A Hun u IIOCTPOHUJI PE3UOEHIINIO.

— W kax[blii pa3 moclie Bo3BpallleHus ¢ XojiMa Bhl OojieeTe? — Ban Ykao6ao MOAHSIICS CO CTyJa U
CeJl Ha Kpall KpOBaTH.

— ... — Cy HsHb NPUKUHYMI: TUTYJI IOJIy4YUI B TPUHAAIATH, IPOIIIO TPU rofia, Bpode Owl... — MHor[a.

— ManeHbKuil KHS3b, €CIIM CKy4aeTe 110 MaTepH, Iy4llle B IePBbIi CHEromnag UAUTe BO JABOPEL,
no0yabTe C UMIIEPATOPOM, TIOTOBOPHUTE O Heit. UToOw OH He 3a0bI1 ee, Bedb Y HETO B TapeMe THICSI YU
Kpacasuil, — Ban Ykao0ao BEIpa3uiiCcs MITKO, XOTSI XOTeJl CKa3aTh mpsmo: «He myuyaiite cels,
CXOMIUTE JIy4Ille B UMIIEPAaTOPCKYIO YCHIaIbHUIY, TIOCTaBbTe 0IarOBOHKS BMECTE C OTIIOM, YeM
CHJeTh TaM B ONUHOYECTBE U Tep3aThCsa». — MaryIKka IpUAeT CO CHETOM, YCIIBIIINT, KaK IBa CaMbIX
OMM3KUX el YelloBeKa BCIIOMUHAIOT MIPOIIIoe — OHA Oy[eT cYacT/IMBa. JTO XKe TaK TEIIo, a He To,
YTO BEl — B OMMHOYECTBE MEepP3HETe Ha X0JIMe, a ITOTOM 0ojeeTe.

Cy Hsanp moprayn. OH oxupgain, 4yto Cso O3ii ero yTemur.. .

— K Tomy xe, mpefcTaBbTe: BH Ha X0JIMe, UMIIepaTop Bo ABoplle. Eil 4To, MeTaThCs MeXIy BaMu? —
Ban Yxkao6ao Bce Gonblie yOexkagancs B CBOeH IIpaBoTe. — B clenyomuil pa3 UAUTe K 0TIy, BHIIENTE
C HUM BHHA, IIOTOBOpPHUTE O Hel. [IyCTh ¥ OH OTPYCTUT, BCIIOMHUT ee. Pa3Be s He mpaBa?

— Tel... — Cy HsHb ObIT BO3MYIIEH, OIIapallleH ... BocxuileH. KTo eme ocmenuics Okl CKa3aTh, YTO
€ro OTelIl «ITOMHUT TOJIbKO HOBHIX, 3a0BIB CTaphix»? Ho OHa mmpaBa: OTell, XOTh U JIIOOUI ero, MaTyIIKY,
II0X02Ke, y2Ke Hadas 3a0riBaTh. Korma-To oHa Oblyla ero eIMHCTBEHHOM JTI000BBIO, HO TEIEpb...
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