B xaperte, HanpaBnaBIIencs B pe3upeHnuio kKuA3s9 Hul, Cy HIHb 0T CKyKH IOCTYKUBAJ MTajibllaMy 110
OKOHHOU paMe. OTa nogpaesnbHasa Lo ®sii ¢ TOr0 caMOro MOMeHTa, KaK OHU ITIOKUHYJIU [IBOpeL], He
IIPOM3HEeCIa HU CJI0Ba, KPOME KOPOTKOTO «ecTh». OHa Oblla CII0BHO YeJI0OBEK-HeBUOUMKA.

— Ecnu Oymems Tak cebs BecTH, m000i cpaldy moriMeT, uTo Thl He Cectpuiia ®sit, — Cy HsHb
CKPECTHJI PYKHU Ha I'PY[H, OKUHYB €€ TIOJTHEIM TpeHeOpexkenus B3rnsanoM. — Cectputia Oaut xKuBas u
MHJIasi, @ Tl — CJIOBHO BOOH! B pOT Habpara.

— Mansiii Bal npaB. Ho rocnoxa Ilioii Bce BpeMsi Ovinia 6€3 Co3HaHUS, y MeHs He OBIJI0 BO3MOKHOCTHU
TIOJTyYIIle €€ y3HaTh.

— Trl He y3Hasa, 3aTo0 5 3HAIO €€ Kak o0nynneHHyo. — Cy HsaHb mocMoTpen Ha 6eccTpacTHOe JIUII0
cobeceqHUIIEI, CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY U 3amyMaics: — Kak Te0s 30ByT?

— ... — YepHOoOOeKHUK TpoMosda. ITpo cebs OH momyMalt, YTO 3TOT MaJlklif BaH C aJIbIMU T'yOaMH,
OenpIMu 3y0aMu ¥ TJla3aMU, YePHBIMHU, KaK BUHOTPAJ, JeMCTBUTENIBHO OUYeHb KpacuB. ETo myxisie
IIEeKU TaK ¥ XOTEJIOCh YIIUIIHYTh.

— He moxems cka3aTh? — Cy HaHb npunopgHsn OpoBb U morinagui ceds mo mogdbopouky. — 4 3Hato,
yT0 Y UH nog4YuHsAETCA TONMBKO OTIy-UMIIePaTopy... BepHee, TONbKO Ero BenuuecTsy.

— ... — «A aToT Manbili BaH U BOPSIMb CMEJIBI», — IIOAyMaJl YepPHOOAeKHUK. BripoyeM, oH OB IpaB:
Y WH ciyiraeT TONbKO MPUKa3kl UMIIEPATOPA, @ KTO UMEHHO Ha TPOHE — He TaK YK BaXKHO.

— XOTb THI ¥ BHITJISIOUIID TOYb-B-TOYb KaK CecTpuiia @3, ronoc nogkadan, — Cy HsaHs He 0ocobo
3a00Tua €€ UCTUHHAS TMYHOCTDb, OH PEIINJI IPOCTO CUUTATD €€ CIIYKaHKOM, yMelollel apaThCs. —
JlagHo, pa3 uMs Ha3BaTh HeJb3s, Oymy 3BaTh TeOs Csio @aii. Kak pa3 co3BY4YHO C «pel e peit e» —
«HEe TO, COBCEM He TO».

— EcTtb. — WMs y Hero, KoHeYHO, O6b110. Ban Yzkao6ao. Ho HUKTO ero Tak He Ha3wBajl. B Y UH ero
3HAJIW JIUIIB I0f MPo3BuIneM Y1 Mo — ImpocTo mMO3kIBHOM, He Ooiee Toro. Kakast pasHuIla, KakK ero
30BYT?

— A xak oOpamtaTbcs Ko MHe — CecTtpuiia ®aif Bcerma 3Bana MeHs «CemnbpMoit OpaTen», — OH
B3TJISIHYJI Ha HEE, IBITAsCh ONPele/IUTh BO3PACT 1101 MAacKOM U3 4eloBeuYecKou Koxku. — CKOIBKO
Tebe neT? ITO-TO XOTh MOXKHO CKa3aTh?

— BocemHuapmate. — «B mo6oM ciydae, ctapine Te6si». Ecnu 6Bl eMy IPUIUIOCH HAa3BIBATh €T0
«CengbMbIM OpaTiieM», 3TO OBl TBHO 000XKTJIO SI3HIK.

— O? Ha TPHU Ir'oda CTapiie MeHsd, — Cy Hsup BRITIAOEN 3aMHTPUTOBAHHBIM. — CoBceM He CKaKelllb.

— ... — 9JT0 OBIJTa MAcKa M3 YeJI0BeUYeCKOHN KOXM, KOHEUHO, He CKaXKelllb.



— 3abymsp, u3 Tebs cioBa He BHTsIHeN b, — Cy HaHb cepauTo ycTaBuics Ha Heé. — Y He Ha3bBal
MeHs «Manblit Ban». OTOPOCh 3T0 «Markiii», MPOCTO «BaH» OyIeT JOCTaTOYHO.

— Ecth, — HamepeHnHO oTBeTHN BaH Yxkaob6ao, — Marklii BaH.

)%k

Xots Lxon ®ait Orita mr00uMuIlel MapKu3a LI1ol, oHa Bcerga oTiu4daaachk UKUM HpaBoM. [Ipuxoms B
pe3upgennuio KHA3g9 HuH, oHa 00bI4HO Opasa ¢ co00 NUIE Tapy CIyKaHOK U CIIyT, He UMes TUYHOU
ropau4yHou. [ToaToMy, Korga Ban Yxkao6ao0 «Bolen» B pe3uOeHIINI0, OTCYTCTBUE IIPUCIIYTU IIPU HEM
HUKOTO He yauBuiio. Martymka M pacnopsigunach, 4ToOH B TJIaBHOM JBOPE €My IIPUCITYKUBAJIA
caMble MOTYaJIMBhIe CIyKaHKU, HO B OCHOBHOM BCe Iefla MaTylIKa W mpeamoyunTasa felaTh cama.

[Tpomna Hemens. Ban Yxkao6ao, crnenys 3a Cy HaneM, 6e3nensraudan. OH ¢ TI000IEITCTBOM
HaOmonan 3a TeM, Kak Cy HaHb — KOTOPHIM HU pa3y He OJapui ero foOphIM B3rISIAOM — IEJTBIMU
IHSIMU TOJIBKO €J1, crian u urpaj. Ban Yxkao6ao O yenoBekoM u3 Y MH, TallHBIM CTpaXxeM
uMIepaTopa. baza Y MH pacronarasnachk B AUKUX TOpPaxX HEIOJaieKy OT CTOJIUIIH: ropa Oblyia
BBIOJIOIEHa U3HYTPH, U TaM HaXxOAMUIach ux mTab-kBapTupa. OHU MOKUJANIA €€ TOJIHKO pafu
3ajaHuii, a B OCTaJIbHOE BpeMs TPeHUPOBAIKUCh, TIOUTH He 00IIasch APYT C APYTOM.

Cy Hsub 6511 coBceM apyruM. OH HallOMUHAJ SPKYI0, IIePeTMBalOIIyIOCs IParolieHHOCTh, B TO BpeMs
Kak moau u3 Y MH Obiu mogoOHE meckKy U rpsisu. C maTtu jneT Ban Yxkao6ao He BCTpeydas TaKuX...
JKUBHIX JTiofied. [ToaToMy Kaxpgoe mBuxkenune Cy HsHs Ka3anoch eMy HeOOBIYHEIM U HUHTEPECHBIM.
Pasymeetcs, nuib mpo ceobs.

— Cs10 ®@3u? Cs0 Ooii! — Cy HsaHb 3aMeTu1, 4YTO YejI0BEeK, IIPUCIaHHbIM OTLIOM-UMIIEPAaTOPOM, IIPU
cnyrax Bej ce0s 6e3ympeydHo, He JOMyCcKas HU eIUHOM OIIMOKM, HO CTOMJIO OCTAThCS HaedauHe, Kak
OHa 3aMoOJIKaja ¥ 4acTo yxonuia B ce6s. Cy HsHb gaxe Hayajl COMHEBATLCS, NEMCTBUTEIHHO JIX OHA
13 TeX XJIaMHOKPOBHHIX youiin] Y MH? BrIrnsmena oHa KaKOHW-TO TJIyIIOBaTOM U HeHamexXHoU. — Cso
®o11!

— Yrto nmpukaxeTre, Manwiii BaH? — Ban Yxkao0ao mpurien B cebs.

— Tu, — Cy HsHb CKpecTuII pyK4 Ha TPyOu u ycMexHyJcs. — [TompoOy# elre pa3 Ha3BaTh MEHS
«ManbpM BaHOM»?

Bau Yxkao6ao mpomosya. Y Hero BeIpaboTanach CTpaHHas MpHBbIYKa Ha3biBaTh Cy HSAHSI HMEHHO
TaK — BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO eBHYX LIMHb IOCTOSTHHO IOBTOPSI: «ITOT MaJleHbKUY IIPEeNOK, Halll
BaH», — U B I'0OJIOBE 3TO COKPATHUIIOCH N0 «Masbli BaH».

Beuep BhIancsa X0n0gHEIM, Taxjio cHeroM. Cy HgHb pocupen B pe3ufeHIun ceMb fHel, u 3ta Cs10
®s1i xogua 3a HUM IO NsiTaM. Takoe MOCTOSTHHOEe HabJiofieHre yKacHO pa3apaxkano. Eciu Obl oHa
OblTa TAaKOM Ke ITyMHOM, Kak Lot ®9ii, ¢ Hel MOKHO ObIIO OBl XOTS OBI TOUTPaTh. K TOMYy XKe u3-3a
TPEBOXKHOT0 BpeMeHHU MaTyllka Y He MoanycKasa K HeMy CJIyT, ¥ OH 4yTh He YMHUPal OT CKyKH.



— Cxopmu, mpuHecu MHe mair, — Cy HsHb BOPYT yKa3asa Ha HeGombinyio 6eceqKy Boamu. — f mepeert,
X04y HEMHOTO MPOTYJISITHCS.

— BaH, MoxXeT, Ny4ille IyCTh CNTy>kKaHKa CXOOuT? — 3abecrmokounnack MaTymika M. Bce-taku oHa Oblna
«KHATUHEN».

— He nyxHo0, Cs0 ®s11 3HaeT, rae oH neXxuT, — Cy HHb MaxHyNl pyKO# ¥ IIOCMOTPETT Ha Hee. —
XKusee.

— Cnyuratocs. — Bas Yka06a0 KUBHYJI U YOATUATIC.

Kaxk Tonbko Cs0 ®sii ckpeinack, Cy HsHb TYT XKe NOTsAHYI MaTywKy M 3a pykas:

— Martymka U, cerogus, moxoxe, nouget cHer. f xouy Ha XonM Co3epuanusa CHera.

— BaH, yXe 1030H0, MOXEeT, JOXKAEeMCS 3aBTpalllHero qHsa?

— HerT!

Martymka U 3akosnebanace:

— MoxeT, 0OXOaThCA KHATHUHIO, IIYCTh OHa BacC COHpOBOJII/IT?

— He cobupatocs s eé 6pats! — Cy Hsub Opocui B3I B CTOPOHY, Kyna yita Cso @31, HaKuHy
Ha IIJIeYX MEXOBYIO HaKUKY, KOTOPYIO mofgana MaTymka Y. — ITpocTo He mycKaii e€ 3a MHOU, o
BO3bMY [BYX CTPA’KHUKOB, 9TOT0 XBATHUT.

— BaH... — Matymka Y BoyiHOBasack, HO 3HaJa, YTO epeybeiuTh ero HeBo3MoKHO. OHa ITOMaHHUTIa
IBYX CTPaXXHUKOB. — OXpaHSWTe BaHa KakK CIefyerT.

— EcTp.

Korga Ban Yxkao6ao BepHYJCcs K Gecenke ¢ 6enbiM cobonuubM miaifoMm Cy HsHs, Toro u cieq
npocTei. OH IepeBest B3rIsAn Ha MaTyuIky M.

Ta, TOCMOTpPEB Ha CITy’KAHOK, TPOrOBOPHUIIA:

— Kusgaruns, BaH OTIIPABHUIJICSA PA3BEATHCA. Bam JIy4dIllie BEPHYThCSA B CBOU IIOKOU M OTOOXHYTh.

Bau Yxka006a0 KUBHYII ¥ yIBIOHYICS MaTylIke U:



— Marymuka, KyJa oTIpaBuicss Mabli BaH?

— ... — Martymka U BcTpetunacs B3rnsagoM ¢ «L{ioi ®aii». B e€ rna3ax He OblI0 HU psOU, HU XKU3HU
— CIUIOLIHASA MycToTa. [Tof 9TUM XOJI0OMHBEIM, IPOHU3EIBAIOIINM B3TIIA0M MaTylKa 1,
IIPOCITyKMBIIAS BO ABOPIlE OOJIbIle IeCATH JIeT, HEBOJILHO COOPOrHyack. Eii cTano Tak He 10 cebe,
YTO OHa HEe CMOTJIa BLIMOJIBUTh HM CJIOBaA.

Bau Yxkao06a0 MOprHY, yibeOKa ucyessna. He cka3ap 6osblile HU CJI0OBA, OH Pa3BePHYJICS U IOLIET B
CBOIO KOMHATY OT/IBIXaTh.

Xonm Cozepranusi CHera HaXOOuiCs HeOaneKo OT pe3ugeHIy Kusa3s Hul. Ecinu untu 6bICTPEIM
IIIaroM, [0 ITOMHOXKUS MOXKHO NoOpaThCSd MEHbIIe YeM 3a [oI4aca, ¥ elre 3a rmojadyaca IOoJHIThCS Ha
BepiuHy. Ha X0/IMe CTOSITT KpOIIeYHbl JoOMUK. CBEPXYy OTKPHIBAJICS BHI HAa UMIIEPATOPCKUM IBOpPEI]
U pe3ugeHnuio Kusa3sg Hul. Korga 1mesn cHer, 0KpeCTHOCTH IIPEeBPaIlaiuch B IIHPOKOE CHEKHOE
TIOJIOTHO — 3peJIuiie ObIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO KUBOIMUCHBIM. MecTo miis pe3umentuu Cy Hsaub BeIOpan
JIUYHO.

O6rryro Cy HAHB OB CIMIIKOM JIEHUB, YTOOBI XOAUTH IIEIITKOM, HO Ha 3TOT XOJIM OH BCerfha
TIOOHUMAJICS caM. [10JI0BUHY ITyTH OH IIPOJENIal CO CTPaXKHUKAMU, a [aJlblie MOLIes OOWH, JepKa B
pykax ¢hoHaps. [IBeph moMuKa Onina 3ameprta, Cy HIHb BRITAIIMIT KITI0Y U OTKPEHLTI €€.

BayTpH BCe 611710 00YCTPOEHO C KOM(MOPTOM: IIyXOBOE OHES0, JKaPOBHS, U3bICKAHHbIM YalHbIH
CepBU3 — HACTOSAIINY POCKOIIHKK HOMED B MUHHATIOPE.

Cy HsHb mofgo1ien K OKHY, paCIaxHyJI ero ¥ MOCMOTPeNT Ha aJleKuil JBOPEel], 3aTeM Ha He0o,
3aTSAHYTOE TEMHBIMU TydaMmu. OH B3[OXHYJI, BEPHYJICS K CTOJIMKY, 3a3KeT HECKOJIbKO CBEYEH, B35
KHUTY, TIOJIUCTaJI €€, 3aTeM oCcTas OymMary, pacTep TYIUb ¥, B3B KUCTh, IPUHSJICS CTaPaTEIbHO
BEIBOIUTH UEPOTTIU(DEL.

Ban Yxka06a0, IpUCIOHUBIINCE K CTeHe CHapyxku, HaOmoman 3a Cy HareM. OH oryispmen KOMHATY, a
3aTeM CHOBA IePEeBEeT B3TJIAA Ha COCPeNOTOYEeHHOE JIUII0 IOHOMIX. [1namMs cBeun Imogparusao,
oTOpachiBas Temible Onuku. B 3TOT MoMeHT BaH Yxka06a0 BOPYT II0Ka3aaoCh, UYTO 3TOT Mariblil BaH,
OKpYy2KEeHHBI}N BCceoO11ieil 1I000BbI0, BHITJISIAUT... HEMHOTO ONUHOKUM.

Cnyctst monroe BpeMs: Ban Yxkao6ao ycnisimran, Kak Cy HHb OT/I0KUI KUCTh. [10CTBIIIANTKCH LIATH,
HaIpaBJIAIOIIAEcs K OKHY, ¥ OH TyT Xke CIIPSITaJICS B TEHHU 3@ YIJIOM.

Cy HsiHb mOocMOTpen Ha He0o, Ile Ty4r HeMHOT'0 Pa30IIIKCh, IBUB KyCcoueK IyHbl. OH
pPa304YapoBaHHO B3MOXHYJ, MpobopMoTan: «Iloxoxe, cHera He OymeT», — 3aKphIT OKHO, 3a[lyJT CBEYH,
BBIIIIENT U3 MOMHUKA, 3alep ABeph U, CBeTs (OHapeM, MemJIeHHO II00pesT BHUS.

Bau Yka00a0 BHIIIEN U3 YKPHITUS U TIOCMOTPEN Ha He6o. OTOT MaJkiii BaH XKJasl cHera?



Cy HsiHb mpolrien OBOIBHO MO0, KaK BAPYT OCTaHOBUICSI. OH yKe MHHOBAJ CePeIuHy CIIyCcKa,
II0YeMYy OH He BUOUT CTPAKHUKOB?

— 9M, KTo-HUOYb! — no3Ban Cy Haub. OTBeTa He II0CIIe0Basio, IUIIb IIeeCT TUCTBH. OH MOmHST
boHaps, ocBemas cTOPoHH. — Oii! Kyzna Bl mofeBanuch? BepHyCh — C KUBBIX MIKYPY CIyLIy!

Tummnza. Cy HiHb HaxMypuiics. BOpyr ero 3amsicTbe MpoH3uIa ocTpas 60b, PoHApPh BHIIAI U3 PYK U
BCIbIXHYJ. Cy HIHE BCKPUKHYJ, IOCMOTPET BHU3 U OTIPSIHYJ Ha HECKOIBKO 1IaroB Ha3af: BCS 3eMIIS
OBlna 3a7IUTa KPOBBIO!

— Kro... kT0 3mech?! — I'ma3za Cy Hsus 3aberanu, OH C TPEBOT'OM BIJISABIBAJICSI B TEMHOTY. — KTO
IIOCMeJl...

— CepnpMoli BaH, — U3-3a AepeBa BHIIUIA GUTypa. ITO OBUT MyKUKMHA C KPEICUHBIM JIUIIOM, BePTSAILIUN
B PyKax KOPOTKUU HOXK. — 4 Kapaymnun y pe3ugeHuu KH1351 HUH HeCKONIbKO gHel. HakoHen-To BH
BBILIIN.

— Kro T8I Takoit?! — Cy HsiHb mocTapasncs B3ATh ce0s1 B pyKU, BCKUHYJ II0A00PO/I0K, MO-IIPEeXKHEMY
CoXpaHss BEICOKOMepue. — Kak Thl TOCMeJT CIeIUTh 3a MHOM!

— Xa-xa-xa, 1 — KOunry-ryHuss u3 Mupa 60eBhIX UCKYCCTB, IIPUILIE]T 3a TBOeH rojioBo, — HOumy-
TYHII3BI IPUTTIAAMII BOJIOCH U HeclelnHo 3amaran K Cy HgHo, 1o yTy IHYB TPYI CTpPaXkKHUKa. —
CenpMO#i BaH, BBHIIUIM HOYBIO BCET'O C ABYMS HUKYEMHBIMU AypakaMy, s Jaxe BOCXUIIEH.

Cy HaHb yBUAEN TENIO CTPaXKHUKa, ¥ B HEM 3akKuIies rHeB. OH BBIXBATHUII U3-3a [10siCa MATKUY MeY,
B3MaxHYJI UM U XOJIOOHO (BIPKHYII:

— Twi? Xa! Xoyelrs MO0 TOJIOBY — CIIEPBa IIPOBEPb, XBATHUT Jiu Y TeOs cui!

— Ou-01-01, Kak cTpairHo, — KOUIIy-ryHI3s TeaTpalbHO MPUXKaJ PYKY K TPYAH, JTOBKO ITOKPYTUIT
HOX U HamnpaBui octpue Ha Cy Hsaus. — CebMoO#i BaH, He BOJHYUTECH, S IPUKOHYY BaC OOGHUM
yaapoM, HOJIr0 My4YUTLCS He MIPUIETCH.

3akoHuuB ppady, HOumy-ryunss 6pocuncs Ha Cy Hsus. ToT oTpa3un yaap HoxKa MeUYoM, B3TJISTHY
Ha YXMBIIFIOIIErocs IPOTUBHUKA, KOTOPHIY, [TIePeXBaTUB HOXK APYIOX PYKOH, IIOJIOCHYJI UM IIPSAMO I10
ropny Cy Hsang.
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