— Ckpexer... —

C pe3kuM BH3TOM TOPMO3HEIX KOJIOMOK MaIlliHa HaKOHEeI] 0CTaHOBMJIaCh. MecTo, Tie OHa 3aMepia,
OBLII0 KOHEYHOI TOYKOM MyTelIecTBUs MMiiepaTopa 1 Mucc AHrena.

— Hemnmoxo. Ilo kpaiiHell Mepe, TOPMO3UTH THl YMeelllb.

WmMmepaTtop ¢ ogoOpeHneM IIOCMOTPEN Ha MUCC AHTesa, KOTopas B IIOCTeIHUN MOMEHT yCIena
yOApHUTh [0 TOPMO3aM, XJIOHYJT KPBITbSIMH, BEITAIIIUIT U3 KapMaHa CUTapPeTy BEICIIETO COPTa U
HECTIEIIHO 3aKyPHIL.

A uT0 XKe mucc Auren?

— Vy —

— CBsI3aThCs C TAaKUM GOCCOM, KOTOPBIN TaK BOMHUT... 9TO MPOCTO Kapa HebecHas. .

Mucc Axren u3gana coaBieHHBIH 3BYK, U30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCh He CTOIIHUTH IPSIMO B casioHe. OHa
OTKMHYJIach Ha CIMHKY [TacCaXkMPCKOro Kpecya, 61enHas Kak cMepTh. Eif ObII0 Tak IJI0XO0, UTO gaxke
TOT CJIy4al, KOTjia APYyT C AyPHBIM YyBCTBOM IOMOpA 3aMUXHYJ e# B pOT 6AHKY caxapuHa, Ka3ascs He
TAaKUM YK yKaCHBIM.

— Her... BCé-Taku 3TO He TaK IIJIOX0. B 9TOM Mupe BPSM JTX MOXKET CIIYYUTHCS YTO-TO XyXKe, YeM
Korfma Tebe B TJIOTKY 3acChIaioT 0aHKY CIIEIUH. ..

— OX... Hy fOa... elle ecTh Te, KTO 3a TBOeU CIMHOU COMBAET MPUIIE Ha TBOEM OXPAaHHOM MHUCTOJIETE. ..
Kaxk s morya 3a0vITh 00 3TOM...

— BoT noueMy s TepmeTh He MOTY [laBaTh CBOX OXPaHHEIN IUCTOJIET KOMY-JIU00 B PYKH...

Mucc Anren IepegepHyJIo OT HEIIPUATHBIX BOCIIOMMHAHHUM, ¥ OHA HEOOBOJIBHO II0J2KaJla I"Y6I:>I.

— Mucc Anren, Ball foporoi 60cc yxKe eyl MEUHYTY TEPIEINBO XKOET, I0KA Bbl CIIPABUTECH CO
CBOMM HUYTOXKHBEIM IIPUCTYIIOM YKauuBaHuUs. B KauecTBe KOMITEHCAIMH BH 00513aHBI COYNHUTH THMH,
BOCTIEBAIOIIMI BEJTUKKE 3aCJIyTH Bauiero meda.

I/IMnepaTop 3aTYIIUII CUTapPeTy, ITOKa4dall TOJIOBOM ¥, HY Ha KOr0 He TIIAn, TOJIKHYJI IBEPH U BEINIET
N3 MalllHHI.

— JM... BOOOIIE-TO 9TO BOIUTEIIIO HY2KHO ITOPA3MEICIIUTh Hal CBOUM IIOBEJEHHUEM...



IToka mucc Auren HpeﬁBIBaHa B 3aMeIlIaTeIbCTBE, I/IMHepaTop, Ka3aJIOCh, 1 HE OyMaJl OTJIAgbIBATECAA.
I/ICHYT'aBHlI/ICb, OHa OKJIMKHYIJId €r0 HEeCKOJIBLKO Pa3, HO, He IIOJIYYUB OTBETAQ, IIOCIIEIINJId OTKPHITh
OBEPb U BEICKOYHUTE CJIEOOM.

— JlagHo, mapgHO, He 3/IUCE... f XKe uny...

— BoT kak?

WmnepaTop mpunogHsiyi OpoBb, HO B UTOTE ITPOMOJTYA.

— He ayMaJl, 4YTO THI TaKas YOIUBUTEJIbHAsA CaHKa.

— O? Y B 4eM XKe 9TO NPOIBIIETCA?

— XM... Bo Bcex oTHoueHusx. Kcratu, B MamvHe Oblyta TabneTKa OT YKauuBaHUs, s 3a0BII CKa3aTh.
Ho ¢ TBOMM-TO yMOM, AyMaio, THI IO/I2KHa ObIJIa €€ 3aMETUTh?

— ...Y MeH4 e1ie ecTh IIaHC?

— Bumn-oum...

ViMmepaTop MOAHSI K04 OT CBOET0 POCKOIIHOTO CIIOpPTKapa. Pa3fascs 3ByKOBOM CUTHAJI, U ABEPHU
Oapa mmepen HUMU C TPOXOTOM pacnaxHyiauch. OTTyna BelieTeNl 6aHAUT B YEPHOM 0feXKae U TEMHBIX
OYKax.

— Oro, gucTaHIMOHHOE yIpaBiieHue, Kak y C4. Co BKyCOM.

— Kakoe emte C4, aTo kit04 0T MamuHel! Ha 6ap TBoero modumoro 60occa MoaoXKuIM Ila3 Kydka
IIPUXBOCTHEH, 0OCTaBau MyIIKYy...!

VimnepaTop HeGpexkHO OPOCHII KJTI0Y Ha3af. Mucc AHTes B cyMaToxe IoKMasla ero 1 Mojda
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha CBOEr0 HadyaJlbHUKA.

— OTy IUTYKY... MHE OTaellb?

VimmepaTop BHYTpU ce0s clerka 3amHycs, HO, YTOObI He POHSTh aBTOPUTET, COXPAHUII Ha JIUIEe



HEBO3MYTHUMO€E BhEIPDAXKEHHUE.

— Ecnu y Tebs ecThb mpaBa, s He MIPOTUB, €CJIK ThI IIOT'OHSIEIIb 110 TOPOAY, YCTPOHUIIL IIOTPOM, a IIOTOM
BEpHeIlb MHE TPYAy MeTajnojaoMa. KoHeYHOo, pacXofibl Ha PEMOHT S BHIUTY U3 TBOEH 3apIIaTHl.
Ckopee Bcero, Te0e mpumeTcs oTpaboTaTh Ha MEHS JIeT MAThAECAT OeCIIIaTHO.

— Be-0e-6e... KoMy 9T0 HYXKHO.

Mrucc AHren odyapoBaTesIbHO CKOPYMJIa POXKUILY, HO ITOCIYIIHO BHITAIllAIa U3 KapMaHa PeBOJIbBED
OBOMHOTO MEeMCTBHUS.

— JloBu. [laxke ecny UCIONb3Yellb OPyKHUe, He B3AyMail HUKOTO YOUTE.

Mrucc Auren Moj4a u3Bjekia u3 6apabaHa TpaBeHEIE MY/, TIOBEPHYJIACH U IPUHSIA U3 PYK
WMmepaTopa pe3uHOBLIE ITYJTH, TI0 OHOM BCTABJISS MX B KAMODHI.

— Ha-ma...

— Tebe He MIOGOMIBITHO, OTKYHA S HOCTANI 3TO OpyKHUe?

— Pa3 Te MOXKeITh TPOCTO TAK BHITAIIUTH MMUCTOJIET, 3HAYUT, TIOATOTOBUIICS 3apaHee. MiHaue TBoe
OpYyXKMe yKe NaBHO MBIIUIIOCH O B Biopo 6e30macHOCTH.

— Bunro...! Ho npusa He Oyger.

— XM... PeBonbBep ABOMHOIO AeXCTBUA? 4 AyMarsa, Bbl, CAHKUA C TAKMMU IIOTPSCAIOIIUMY HaBbIKaMU
cTpenbOsl, MI06KTe Bl mociioxkHee. Ho... eCiii TH X04eIllb CKa3aTh, YTO Thl OOUH U3 HECSITH THICIY
TaKUX YyIaKOB, TBOU BEeJIUKUM 00CC B 9TO laXKe IIOBEPUT.

— Iymato, 9T0 IpocTo cTepeoTuni. CMOTPH, KakK JIETKO CTPEJISiTh U3 9TOr0 PeBOJIbBEepa: He HYKHO
maxe mepemepruBaTh 3aTBOP. B CII0KHOM CUTyallMK 9TO IO3BOJISIET OCBOOOOUTh PYKHU ISt APYTHX
men. A ¢ ofMHapHBIM JEeMCTBUEM CIUIITKOM MHOTO BO3HU. X0YeIllb BEICOKYIO 3(P(HEKTUBHOCTD —
TOTOBbLCS IIOTIOTETH M Haj CO00M, ¥ Haf opyxkKueM. XOTsI, eCJIi TOBOPUTH O CTHUJIe, IIIECTh 3aPsII0B —
3TO AEWCTBUTEJIBHO KPYTO.

— Ecyu xo4els IPOCTOTH, ToYeMy Obl He BEIOPaTh aBTOMATHYECKUH MUCToNeT? CKOPOCTPETbHOCTh
BBIIIE, EMKOCTH 0OJIbIIe, la ¥ yHoOHee, He TaK JIu?

— Ju-3i...! ITOT 3HAKOMEIH TroJioc... bocc, Bhl Ke CTOWTe ¥ BXOfia, BEPHO...! XBaTUT 60NTATh...
3aX0[UTe U TIOMOTUTE yXKe...!



I/IMHepaTop CHOBaA 3aKYpHII, I'IOI[O6p&J'I PAacCCEHITIAHHBEIE Ha 3€MJI€ TPAaBJIEHEIE ITYJIN. B 9Ty CEKYHOY eMYy
II0Ka3aJioCh, YTO JaxkKe eCJId OH He TOUAEeT Ha ITIOMOIIb, a IIPOCTOUT Y OBEDH, 0osTas, ero COTPYOHHIIA
BC€ PaBHO CO BCEM CIIPABUTCA.

— Kcrary, TPABJIEHEBIE ITYJIM KOMIIQHUS HE OITIJIaYUBAET.

— Ia-ga... JlaTepaHCKUe TpaBlieHbIE IIyJIM CTOST TOPa3fo AelleBsie, YeM Ballld. 3a LieHy OOHOU Balllen
s MOTY 3aKa3aTh y HUX [JBaAlaTh LITYK, €le U C JOCTaBKOM.

Mrucc AHren HeIOBOJIBHO 3EIPKHYJIA Ha MIMIepaTopa u 3apaHee nepefepHysia 3aTBOP, IPUHUMAs
60€eBYI0 CTOMKY.

— W kcTaTu, Kak TH JyMaelllb, 3a4eM 5 BriOpaia PeBOIbBED C PYUHBIM 3apsKaHUEM... pafiu 3a0aBhl?

CxkasaB 3T0, OHa 06epHYyIach, OKeala eMy yaadd ¥ BUXpeM BopBajiach B 0ap...

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Ia OHa ImepecTyIinia IIopor, OHa IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA IIPUJIMB a3apPTa. C Tex II0p KakK
OHa npnﬁbma B HYHMSHL, opakK OBIJIO CIIMIIIKOM MaJjio — Jaxe 0O COTHHU He OO0IIJIO, OHAa He YCIIEejla B
IIOJTHOM Mepe OIIYyTUTh MECTHBIN KOJIOPHUT.

B 3T0 Xe MraoBeHue, 61arofaps peakiiuy, YCUIeHHOW TPOEKPAaTHOM reHeTUYeCKOM MyTallel Mo3ra,
OHa ycIiesia 3aMeTHUTh MHOTO€:

IleByIIKa-Iymo C YepHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, XYIOIIas maaodky [Ioku u gepxkaiias fABa OPUAKUHNYMHBIX
Meua... [leByurka-popTe co muToM... Eille ogHa geByIIKa-Iepo ¢ 30JI0TUCTEIMUA BOJIOCAMH,
IpsYylascs B CTOpoHe... U... peKeBoiocas caHKa...? C IHCTOJIETOM-ITyJIEMETOM B pyKax??

Mo3sr mucc AHresia Ha MrHOBeHMe 3aBuC. OHa UCKpEeHHE He NTOHMMaJla, Kak caHka, uMes Vector,
MOXKET IMPOUTPHIBATh YINYHEIN 00ii. 1o eé oruke, maxe Ha gucTaHIuK B 50 MeTPOB (manblle — yKe
Hayraf), IpX HaJIM4YUY Y Bpara YKPHITAN, YUUTHIBAsI YyIOBUIITHEIE HABHIKKA CTPEIhObl CAaHOK (II0YTH
paBHBIE aBTOHABEMIEHMIO), Thl 00513aH IOMacTh BceMu 28 mynsamu. [IpoMaxoB OBITH He [TOIKHO.

MoxeT... 3T0 IPOCTO APYro¥ MUCTOJIET, IOX0XUKU Ha Vector?

— 3X... 9TO MOM HOBEIE Kojuieru? YecTHO TOBOP4A, BCE€ OHU JOBOJIBHO CUMIIQTUYHEIE... TaK U TAHET
IIOTHCKATBCA... KXM...

Mucc AHren nogaBuila BHyTpeHHee Bo30yXKIeHUe U PO ce0st IMPOKPYTHIIA POK-MEJIOIHIO.

— XwM... MMneparop, Kak Ha3kIBalach Ta MECHS, KOTOPYIO T KPYTHI B TOT eHb? — KPUKHYJIA OHa,
00epHyBLIKCH K 6OCCY.



— ... (BcTaBbTE TEKCT ITECHU CaMU — COOP OTBETOB)

— XM... [Ing Te6s BooOl1Ie BaxKHO, IIOMHHUIIE JIA Thl Ha3BaHUA...?

PeBombBep B pyKax MUCC AHTella TUX0 NTPOBEPHYJICS, TOTOBHIH K 0010.

— Bax!

Mucc Anren CpearnpoBajia MTHOBEHHO: PEIBOK, BREICTPEII — M IIYyJId TOYHO YIOOMJIa BPary B JIKIIO. Tot
dazKe He yCIieJI BCKPUKHYThH, KaK PYXHYII Ha II0JI.

JlerkuM ABUKEHHEM OHA YKJIOHUJIACh OT JIETSIero apfaneTHoro 60JTa, U3SIIHO Pa3BepHYIAcCh U, He
11eJISICh, IIPOK3BeJIa ellle OfNuH BeICTpe. Eine oguH OaHOUT IOBAJIMIICS Ha 3€MITIO.

— M-11...

— Ympu...!

— Bbax!

Korga mMucc AHTen IpPUTOTOBUIACH TPUCECTD IJIS CIIeMYIOIIEero MaHeBpa, OHa yCJIblllana CBUCT
neTsien crpensl. He MeHSISICh B JMIle, OHA HAKJIOHKJIA TOJIOBY, IPOIyCcKas 00JIT MUMO, U TyT XKe
OTBETHUJIa OTHEM.

[TocnenHuM, 4TO yBUAEN apOaeTurK, ObIJI0 BhIpaXKeHe U3yMJIeHUs Ha ero co6cTBeHHOM nuiie. OH
He MOT IIOBEPUTh, YTO KTO-TO CIIOCOOEH YBEPHYTHLCSA OT BEICTPETIA YeJIoBeKa, TolaMyi TPeHUPOBABIIETr0
CBOe MacTepcTBo... Ho 9T0 Oblyia ero nocnenHsas dbaHTa3us nepeq TeM, KakK pe3nHoBas Iy
IIPOIINJIAa €T0 JIEeBBIU I'J1as.

— XM-M... JIUIIKUTE €r0 BO3MOXKHOCTH TMIPUIEINBATBCA — MOZKET, 3TO OJazKe K JIY4UIIEeMYy [JIsd HETrO
CcaMoro.

Mrucc AHren coyiia OBIMOK C myJia. XOTs Iy/u ObIIA Pe3UHOBLHIMM, KAIICI0Ih Ha OCHOBE
OPUIKUHUYMHOTO KJIeliMa BCe XkKe MPUCYTCTBOBA.



— Ipsinb u3 JlaTepaHa... He 3a0bIBai, 4TO y TEOS 3@ CIIMHOM...!

Mucc AHren B3gporHyia u 00epHyach: TTaBapb 6aHIE C HOXKOM B PyKaX MYaJICs MPSMO Ha Heé.
Paccrosinue — He 6oJlee IeCsiTH METPOB...

— OmacHo...!

Bupsi, 94To feo I10x0, YepHOBOJIOCAS JIYIIO C IIaJIOYKOM BO PTY PBaHyIach BIiepel, BEIXBAThIBas
OPUMKUHUYMHBIA Me4, YTOOH! 3aITUTUTH €€.

A Harma Mucc AHTeJI, PEeITuB, YTO OJIsS CTPENILOLI MUCTAHITUS CIUIIKOM MaJjla, IPOCTO BEIXBATHIIA
KWHXKAaJl ¥ 3a0/I0KHpOBasia OIUHHBIN KITUHOK Hallagarolero.

— YTo... Kak?!

— XM... KTO CKa3al, 4TO0 CaHKH! YMEIOT TOJIBKO CTPEJIATh, HO HE 3HAlOT (beXTOBaHI/IH?

Mucc AHTesn clierka HajaBuIa J€BOM PYKOM, OTBOMS HOXK OaHOWTA, U, ABUKKUMAS IYPHBIM YYBCTBOM
I0OMOpa, HaHecC/la MOIIHBIN yaap HOrOM B Iax IjaBapio.

— A-a...!! Cyka! 4 y0Obt0 TEOS...!

HpI/IeM Cpa60TaJ'I OTJINYHO. baHguT OTCTYIINUJI, CXBAaTUBHINCE 3a IIPOMEZKHOCTE, U C APOCTHEIM KPHUKOM
CHOBA 3aMaXHYJICSA HOXKOM.

— He gBuratscs.

— He gBurathbcs.

B ClIedYyIOIIyI0 CEKYHOY I'JlaBapPhb IIOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOOHBIN CTBOJ Y CBO€T0 I'OpJia 4 JIE3BUE ME€Ya Y
IIeu.

— Ha TakoM paccTOSIHWHU... HE COBETYIO iepraThCs. EC/T TONMBKO He X04elllb, YTOOH Tebe MIPOoIoMUIIN
T'0JIOBY, KaK TOMY IMapHIO...

Mucc Anren ¢ yneI0KOM KpPyTHiIa PeBOJIbBEP, He COOMPAsiCh CTABUTD €T0 Ha MPeIoXPaHUTEb.

— XM... KaK BeI cMeeTe...! Brl He 3HaeTe nmpaBun Tpyuo6 JIyamansa? Koponb Kpeic Tpru30BeT Bac K
OTBeTy!



— O...7 THI CIMIIKOM BLICOKOT'O MHEHUS 0 cede.

JIu1o Mucc AHresna CTajo XOJIOMHBIM, B3TJISA — JIEASHBIM, 0TYero 0aHmuTa nmpodpasia OPOXKb.

— Bl ke He noctaBunu Koponst Kpeic B ©3BECTHOCTH O CBOEH BhITa3Ke, BepHO? M 9TO JIOTUYHO:
yCTpauBaTh HalajeHue B caMoM IleHTpe JIVHM3HS — He B eT0 IIpaBUIaX.

— K Tomy ke, eCcTh JI1 y BacC 3a CIIMHOM KTO-TO Cephe3HbIi? Ecu Obl ObLI, BAaM He MPUILIOCH OBl
CaMUM IIPUXOIUTH CIOfla U yCTpauBaTh OGecropsigku. Tak 4To, KaK JAyMaelllb, KaKOBa BEPOSTHOCTD, YTO
Koponb KprIC pemuT MapaTh pyKU pafy 3allUTH TAaKOW MEJIOYH, Kak THI...?

— XM... JenauTe 4TO XOTUTE, 5 3Hal0, BE HE IIOCMEETE BbICTpeJ'[I/ITb!

— XM...?

YepHOBOIOCAS VIO PSOM C HEl MCToYasla TaKylo XKaXay KPOBY, UTO GAHOUT IOKPHIUICS XOJIOIHBIM
noToM. Mucc AHres BOBpeMsI ITOJHSIa PYKY, IpefoTBpalias KoHGy3 ¢ MOKPHIMU IITaHAMHU.

— Bor kax... Kamnb.

Mucc AHren Hapyita ry6sl, ©300paxasi pa3oyapoBaHue, a 3aTEM BBEITAII[UIA U3 CYMKH JOKYMEHT U
II0Ka3aJia ero riaBapio.

— Ta-gam! 3Haems, 4TO 30ech HanucaHo? CrenuanbHOe pa3pelleHre Ha Olepanuio Ajis IepcoHana
JlaTepaHa.

PacTsiruBas cloBa, OHa 110 CJIOTaM IIpoYMTasa ux OaHOUTY:

— JIuieH3us Ha HOLIEeHWe OPYKUS A1 JaTepaHIleB 3a IpefaeiaMy CTPaHbl, BhilaHHasa JlaTepaHCKOM
HOTapHuaibHOM KOHTOpPOM. Kak Te6e? OcoOblli T0JapoK OT MOEro HaCTaBHUKA Ha BBHITYCKHOM.

— 3T0... 9TOTO HEe MOXKET OHITE...!

— A... 9 TOXe X04y Takykm...

— JlagHo, TAagHo... 3aBTpa Moy K (HambIInBOMOHETUYHKAM ¥ 3aKaxKy Tebe KOIIHIO.

— Torpa He Hago.



PrixkeBOsIOCas caHKa IIPUJIBHYIIA K JIGBYHIKG-(I)OpTe, Ta JINIIb OTMAaXHYJIACh.

Kawmepa BepHynace K Mucc Arreny. OHa IpsIMO Ha I'Jla3ax y rjlaBaps 3apszalla peBOJIbBEp, a 3aTeM
Me[JIeHHO ITpoBepHYyJia 6apabaH.

— JNaBaii ceirpaeM B urpy. Ecnu BEIMTpaenIs — yImon3elb OTCIOfla XKUBLIM. ECiTi mpourpaernb — TBOS
[yIia OTIIPABUTCS B yTh 0e3 Tebs.

FnaBapb BIIUJICA B3TJISAOOM B 6apa6aH, 605{Cb, YTO BEIIIaE€T UMEHHO TOT CMepTeHLHLIﬁ IIaTPOH.

— Ara... omHa myssi. Xo4elrs Iompo6oBaTh MEPBLHIM? PUCKHEM IITaHCOM OJUH K IIEeCTH?

Mucc Anren ¢ yneI0KOM IpUCTaBuUla X0JIOOHEIM CTBOM K moabopoaky 6aHauTa. TOT MOYyBCTBOBATI,
KaK yXac JIe[sTHOU BOJIHOU IIPOIIeJI OT ITOSICHUILIEL 0 CaMOr'o Mo3ra — eMy I10Ka3aJloCh, YTO caMa
CMepTh MallleT eMy PYKOU.

— Illenx...

— A-a.. !

3BYK CIIyCKOBOTO KPIOYKa, COIIPOBOKIAEMEIN BOIIEM OaHANUTa, pa3Heccs o 6apy. OcTanbHbe
CMOTPEJTH Ha 3TO C JIEHBIM CIIOKOMCTBHUEM.

— O? TloBesmno. Korma BCE 3aKOHUMTCS, HE XOUEIlh KYIIUTh JTI0TePeNHbIH OUIeT?

— A... a... cmacu6o 'ocmopy... crmacu6o BaM, MHCC...

— A? 3a yTo TH Gyaromapuinb? J He TOBOPHIIA, YTO Urpa OyaeT TOJIBKO OfUH pas.

(Mucc Anren: bnarogaputs ['ocrioma — TBOe [EJIO0, a S JIUIIL X04y OTIPaBUTh Te0s K Hemy Ha
BCTpEYy.)

Mucc AHTen TacKOBO ¥ MUJIO yIBIOHYIach OaHOUTY, OTKphlIa OapabaH ¥ BCTaBUJIaA ellle OOHY IMYIIIO.
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