[Tocne OKOHYAHUS YTPeHHEN ayIUeHIIMY UMIIepaTpUlla CHOBa 3afepxkaia y cebs Cyn Cioit. Kormga
Liro TyH npuIIia NIPUTIaCUTh €€ B UMIIEPaTOPCKUM KaOWHET, OHa 3aMeTHua Ha ryfaxX roCIoXY efiBa
YJIOBUMYIO YIBIOKY ¥ HEBOJIBHO YIUBUIIACH.

Heyxenu y Ee BricouecTBa HacnegHOU NPUHIIECCH CETOAHS HACTOJIBKO XOPOIlee HACTPOEHUE, YTO
OHa maxe ynbibaeTcsi? B kabuHeTe uMIepaTpulla yKe CHsJIa TSXKeJbIM TOJI0BHOM yOop C
IoABeCcKaMu. be3 3aClIoHSAIOMUX TUI0 XKEeMYYKHBIX HUTEX CTalu OTUYETIINBO BUNHLI TEMHBIE KPYTHU
107 TJ1a3aMy, CBULETEIbCTBYIOIINE O KpalHel CTeIIeHU UCTOLLIEeHHUS.

YBuUmeB, 4TO BOIIIHN Cy'H Cron u o0 Ty'H, OHa B3MdXOM DYKH 1n30aBMIIa UX OT ITOKJIOHOB H, YKa3aB Ha
CTYJI HEIIOOAJIeKy, IIPOU3HECIIA:

— IIsras, ¢ genom [Isit KOst mouTu mokoH4YeHo. Kak Tl cuMTaellh, KakK Jydllle BCEro MOCTYIIUTh C
kusa3eM [Tunom?

Cyn Cioli CIOKOIHO CeJla, CJleTKa ONyCTHIa B3TJIA[ U IollpaBuiia pyKaBa. Ha nulle e€ He OIPOTHYN HU
OOWH MYCKYJ, OHa JTUIIb 6e3MITEKHO IPOU3HECIa:

— YOuth Kypuily, 4ToOH HamyraTb 00e3bsH.

— TbI TOBOPHIIIL TAK IIPOCTO, HO Pa3Be 3TO JIETKO OCyIecTBUTh? KHs3b [TuH u Mapku3 LI3uHbHAHD —
POICTBEHHUKY, UX CEMbU CBSI3aHHI y3aMu Opaka u o0mmMu uHTepecaMu. MapKku3 yxKe MHOTO JIET
oxpaHseT HaHbI3SH U epXKUT B PyKax CTOTHICSYHOE BOWCKO. Pa3Be MOXKHO Ka3HUTh KH3s [TuHa
JIUIIb 110 OHOMY TBOEMY KeJIaHUI0?

I/IMnepanHua IIOCTy4aJla IIaJibllaMU II0 CTOJIY, JINIIO ee IIOMPA4YHeIIO.

— HoBoctu 0 ToM, uTO KH3b [TvH Gporrer B HeGecHy0 TIOPbMY 3a U3MEHY, CKOPO Pa3ieTsITCs
noBciofy. Ho moka s He oTHaM NpuKa3sa, MapKu3 L[3uHbHaHb HE CTaHET AeUCTBOBaTh. ECIIM XKe KHS3b
[Tun morubHeT, ITOMeCcThe MapKKu3a Hen30eXKHO OKazXKeTCs 3aMelllaHHBIM, ¥ KaK TOIhKO MapKu3
IIPOSIBUT OECIIOKOMCTBO, B HaHbI3s/HE MOKET HayaThCsl HACTOSIINN XaocC.

— A 4T0, ecnut MapKu3 LI3MHBHAHD IMITKTCS BIACTH Hafl Bockamu? — CyH Cioll JIeHHBO OTKHHYJIACh
Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa, Pa3rIsiobiBas COOCTBEHHEIE Malblbl. ITa HeOPEeKHO OpolneHHas ¢ppa3a 3acTaBHUIa
HUMIIePaTPHUIY BCKOUUTH Ha HOTH.

— IIsgTtasa, 4To TH cKa3aja?!
CyH Croii CKJIOHMJIa TOJIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTPeJia Ha U3YMJIEHHYIO UMIIePaTPHUIy C TaKUM 6e3pa3TuyHbIM

BHIIOM, CJIOBHO 00Cy2Kfasa CYIIyi0 MeJIoYb.

— ¥V mapku3a ecth BHeOpayHas fouyb. OHa ofapeHa He[I0XKMHHBIM YMOM, HO BCIO XKU3Hb TepIela
npuTecHeHus. HeCKOIBKO JIeT Ha3ald OHa JOOPOBOJIBHO IIOIIIA B apMUIO U celiyac 3aHUMaeT TaM He
CaMblit HU3KUH oCT. YTO, eCiu TI03BONIUTD €i 3aHSATh MECTO MapKu3a? Kak Bbl CUMTaeTe, MaTyIIKa?



HMHepanI/IHa HEMHOTI'O YCIIOKOHUJIACh U, TIHATEJIEHO 06JIYM8.B YCIIBRIIIIaHHOE, CIIPOCHIIA:

— Hackonbko ThI yBepeHa? [1ei0 CIUIIKOM Cepbe3HOe, HeIb3s AelCTBOBATh OIIPOMETUYUBO.

Cysn Crou oTBeTUsIa CIIOKOUHO:
— Ha Bce cTo0. B apmuu HaHb11351Ha ellle HeMaslo JII0fel, KOTOphle 3aTaujIuCh Ha AOJTHe TOfbL. 5

TapaHTHPYIO, YTO BCe MpoHmeT 0e3 CyYKa U 3aOPHHKH.

— Xopomuro! — UmMnepaTpuiia Obisia JoBoabHa. CTONML IPOAYMaHHBIN IIJIaH pellan npobieMy, KoTopas
He [JaBaja el IOKO0S NocaegHue ronbl. B3goxHyB ¢ o6ierueHueM, OHa CIPOCUfia: — BBIXOOUT, TH BCE
IIOATOTOBKUJIa 3apaHee?

Cys Crol mokKadarsa IrojIoBOM:

— Jltogu, KOTOPHIX 5 IPUBJIEKIIA, U MJIaHEL, KOTOPHIE 51 OCYIIECTBIISA0, — BCE 3TO OCTaBUJIA ITociie cebs
CTapIlas cecTpa. f JUIb IPOJOJIXKaK TalHO ABUTATh 3TU PHIYATrH.

YcnbiaB 9T0, UMIlepaTpUlla Ha MTHOBEHME ITIOMpaYyHesia, HO TyT Xe B3sijia cebs B PYKHU.

— Y0 X, mycTh OyHeT TaK.

OHa cpenarna BUJ, YTO HUYETro 0COOEHHOTO He MPOU30III0, U MaXHyJla PYKOM:
— Pa3 Bce ycTpoeHo, ugure.

— Cnymatocs. — Lo TyH, 3ameTuB, 4To CyH CIOil He CIEIIUT YXOOUTh, ITOKJIOHUIIACh U MTOMSATUIACh K
BhIxofy. CyH Croil 2Ke BCTajla U MeiJIEeHHO IIOAOIIlJIa K LIeHTPY 3aJa.

— YTto Takoe? Thl, feBOUKa, OOBIYHO [1OCJIE aygUEeHIINU TOTOBA JIETETh CJIOMS T'OJIOBY, IIOYEMY XKe
cerofHs ocranach? — MMnepaTpulia ycTano NpUKpEUIa I7la3a, a OTKPHIB UX, C HeJOyMeHueM
II0CMOTpeJIa Ha CTOSIIYIO Ilepef Hell J0Yb.

Cyn Croii mpoMoJsidaa, OTBeCHsIa rTy00KHii OKJIOH ¥ ITPOU3HeCa:

— 4 mpomy MaTyIIKy IlepefaTh MHe Ha BOCIIMTaHNE eQUHCTBEHHYIO 3aKOHHYIO JOYb CTapIIel

CECTPHL.

— 3aueMm? — MiMepaTpulia cCHayasa Olelnia, a 3aTeM HaxMypuiiach. — TEL YTO, BCe ellle AyMaellb
0 TOM, YTO TOBOPHUJIA B TJIaBHOM 3aje? f MpuHsia 3TO 3a IIYTKY U Bejiefia 3a0bITh, a Thl TOBOPHUIITL
BCepnes?

Cysn Crwou KuBHYyIa:

— {1 He myTua. ¢ ckaszana 4YUCTYIO [IpaBay.



HMHepanI/IHa HaXMYPHUJIACh €Ille CUJIbHEE, T4 Ha CYH Cio11 TSIKEJBIM, IIPOH3UTEJIEHBIM B3TJIAOO0M:

— Hacnepnnast mpuHIlecca, TH TIOHUMAEIIb, 0 YeM TOT7Ia TOBOPHIIA?

Cyn Croit BCTpeTHa e€ B3y 0e3 TeHH cTpaxa. Ee CrioKOMCTBYE Havyalo TPEBOXKUTH UMIIEPATPHILY.
— Marymika, 3TOT TUTY] HacnenHou nMpuHIlECCH MHE He HykKeH. Kora ManeHbKUM BHYK

UMIIEPATPHUIIEl BEIPACTET, 9TOT IIOCT MOCTAHETCS eH.

— Tel! — MMnepatpuiia npuinia B ApoCcTs. — Kakoe 3T0 UMeeT OTHOIIEHNEe K TOMY, YTO THl XOYelllb
JKEHUTHCS Ha XKeHIIWHe U 3aBecTu geTei?! Th uT0, coOpanach IPOXKUThL KU3Hb B ONUHOYECTBE?!
[IpsiHHAas OEeBYOHKA, THI IIPOCTO...

Cyn Croii He flana el OTOBOPUTH, 000pPBaB Ha ITOJIyCI0BEe OOHOM (pa30i, KOTOpas 3acTaBuia
MMIIEPATPUILy 3aMOJTYaTh:

— MHe HPaBATCA KEHIITUHEI.

HWMnepaTtpulla fOIT0 MoJi4asa, a 3aTeM, IIbITasgiCh HAUTHA XOTh KAKOU-TO BHIXOM, CIIPOCHUJIa:

— Twl roBOpHIIb TTpaBny? WMnu 9T0 mpocTo mpexnior, 4yTobs n30exkaTh Opaka?

CyH Cio#i crieTKa yibsIOHYIacCh:
— MHe HpaBATCS XKEHIUHE], U OHA... OHA yKe cerdac KUBET B MOEM IIoMeCThe. — [Ipy MBICIU 0 HEU

yneibka CyH Cio#t cTajia Msrde ¥ Telljiee, a B I1a3aX BCIBIXHYJT SPKUi CBET.

Bupst aTv HemoaebHBIE YYBCTBA Ha JIMIle [OYEpH, UMIIepaTpUIla 3aMepiia, a IPUAs B ce0si, TUIIh
TsI2KeJl0 B3MoxHya. [Jaxke Korja crapiias mo4b Obljla XXK1Ba, MJIajlas HUKOTIa He BBITTISAIerNa
HACTOJIBKO IT0-HACTOSIIEMY CUaCTIMBOM. JTa eBoYKa SBHO HaIIlJIa Ty, KOTOPYIO I'OTOBA 3allUILATh
BCIO XM3Hb, 4ero OBl el 9TO HU CTOMI0. YTO XK, MyCTh OyfeT Tak.

WmMmepaTtpuiia TOPbKO YCMEXHYTIACh, TOJaBUIa HaXTHIHYBIINE 9MOIMY U CKa3alla:

— JlagHo, gemnait Kak 3Haemnts. Ho CioHb IToKa mo0ymeT npu MHe. — [[04Yb BeNTUKOM KHATUHY Y WH, V
Ci0HB.

— Cnymatock. — CyH Ciod, KOTOpas yXKe IPUT0TOBUJIACh K JOJIrOMY CIIOPY, He 0XKKAasa, YTo
MMIIepaTpHIla TaK OBICTPO CHACTCS, U €€ yabI0Ka CTasla elre IImpe.

VimMnepaTpulla, g Ha e€ CUsIollee JIMIO0, IIOYyBCTBOBAJIA YKOJI PEBHOCTH U 0OMIEI, HO HAPOUYHUTO
XOJIOOHO (PHIPKHYA:

— 4 emie He maBasa corjlacus Ha TBOM Opak C 9TOM JKEHIIMHOM, YeMy Thl PafyelIbCcs?

CyH Croi, He IepecTaBast yiIsI0aThCS, 3aJI0XKHUJIAa PYKX 3a CIIMHY U OTBETHIA:



— JlaxKe ecu Henb3s KEHUTHCS, A MOTY BBIMTH 3aMyX.

— Tel... THI, HerogHuLa! — I'aag Ha To, Kak uMnepartpuna 3nutcs, Cys Cou HaKOoHel]
IIOYYBCTBOBaJa JIETKUM YKOJI coBeCTH. OHA NMOKJIOHUIACH ¥ TOYTUTEJILHO IIpOM3Heca: — MaTylKa,
He CEePIOUTECH, g MOUAY.

C 3TUMU CJT0BaMM OHA OBICTPO BHIIIIA, OCTABUB UMIIEPATPUIY B OOUHOYECTBE OECCUIIBHO 3NTUTHCS Ha
BO3[YX.

)%k

Korga He6o okoHYaTenbHO mmocBeTieno, 03 [Iaupu HaKOHEeI] TPoCcHynach. [IoTupas pacTpenaHHbIEe
BOJIOCHI, OHA MBICJIEHHO BEIpyTasa ce0s 3a paclylleHHOCTh. PaHbllle 0Ha BCTaBasla 0 pacCcBeTa Ajis
TPEHUPOBOK, & CETOgHS eBa He IIpocIaia g0 MOoIyOHsA. TO ke Hafo OBIJI0 TaK OMyCTUTHC!

Pyras ce6st mocnenuumu cimoBamu, F0s [IsHbu O6bicTpO mpuBena cebs B mopsigok. OHa OTKphIIa
IBePb, U MPOXJIATHEIN YTPEHHUY CBET 3a/IUJT KOMHATY. B TPOCTOPHOM [IBOpE pa3NUBaJICs TOHKUMN
apoMaT rapAeHui, a JIETKUH OeJBI TYMaH ellle He YCIIe PAcCesThCs, UEMAsiCh 3a KPR U
rajepeu.

Y My BMecTe c [ByMs ClIy2KaHKaM{ B CUHUX OfleXK[axX yzXKe JaBHO Xaanu B Kopunope. Ux omexna u
BOJIOCHI IIOKPBIJIACh POCOM OT YTPEHHE! BJlard, HO OHU CTOSJIA HENOMABUXKHO. YBuzes, 4yTo H03 IlIaHbN
BHILIIA, Y My mocrnemuna K Hel:

— IIpuseTtcTBylo rocnoxy K03, mobporo yTpa.

BHe3amHoe mosiBIeHNe TPex 4esnoBek 3acTaBuio K03 [II9HbM 0T HEOXKUIAHHOCTH BHIOPOCUTH KyJIaK
Briepen. K cyacthio, oHa BoBpeMd y3Haia Y My u B oCIeIHUYA MOMEHT OCTaHOBUJIa yhap.

— Oit, mo6poro, ympasinsomias V.

— Iobporo yTpa, rocmoxa F03. — ¥ My, KoTopas y:Ke IPUTOTOBUIIACH K Xy[IIEMY, C 00yierieHrieM
BHIIOXHYJIA ¥ PaCIIBIIACh B TOH000CTPAacTHOM ybiOKe, 0T KoTopoy y KO3 [IIsHbU 1O criuHe
npo0exKanyd MypaIKH.,

[Toexwusuch, KO3 [IIsHbM IOCMOTpEIa Ha OBYX CIIy2KaHOK 3a €€ CIIMHOW U CIIPOCHUJIa:

— Yupasnswias Y, BeL... YTO-TO CIIYYUIIOCH?

— Xe-xe, rocmoxa K03, 30BUTe MeHs IIPOCTO 10 UMEeHU. 4 MpuBena OBYX CIyKaHOK, YTOOLI OHU
IIOMOTaIu BaM 110 X03491CTBY. Pa3 yx Ee BricouecTBO 3ampeTusia IOCTOPOHHUM 3aXOAUTh B Balll ABOD,

Teleph 3TU ABoe OyIyT 3aHMMAThLCS 3[IeCh BCel uepHoit paboToit. — Kak Tonmbko Y My morosopuiia,
CIy2KaHKU OIIYCTUJIMCh Ha OOHO KOJIEHO.



FO9 III3HBY IOCIIENIHO OTCTYIIMIIA, He IPHHYMAs ITOKJIOHA, U IIepeBesia B3I Ha YIH0aIycs Y
My:

— He crout, y MeHsI TYT HET CTOJILKO PabOTHI, S CIIPABIIIOChH CaMa.

— Hy kak xe Tak, rocmnoxa K3, BEl Yel0BeK 3HATHBIM, HET0XKe BaM 3aHUMAThCS TPSI3HOM paboTo.
Ecnu Bel nopanutech, Ee BricodecTBo OymeT oueHb paccTpoeHa. — IlocnenHioo ¢pasy Y My
IIpolllenTana, HaKJIOHUBIINCH K caMoMy yxXy O3 [IIsHbM, 0TYero Ta rycTo oKpacHea.

HO5 IlIsHby IpUKpPEIIa POT KyJIaKOM, KallJIgHyJla U CHOBa II0KavaJjla I'0JIOBOM:

— Hert, npaBga, MHE He HYXKHHI CITyTH.

Ha camowm pene FO3 IlIsHbu OblZTa COOCTBEHHUIIEN B TOM, YTO KacajaoCh e€ MpocTpaHCTBa. Eit 6e3yMHO

IIOHPABUJIICA 3TOT ABOP C IIEPBOTO B3IJidOd, U OHA HE X0TE€Jla HUKOT'O CIO[a ITyCKaTk. KoneuHo, 3a
HCKITIOYEHHEeM OTHOM 0COOHI.

Pa3 103 IlIsubu Oplna HenmpeKIoHHa, Y My IPUIIIOCH YBECTH CTyKaHOK. KaK TOJIbKO OHU CKPBUIHCE,
FO5 [lIsubu HaKoHeI] pacciabunack. OmHO BocIIOMUHaHME 00 3TOM mogo00CTPaCcTHOM YIIbIOKe
BBHI3BIBAJIO Y HEE OPOXKB.

HOTHHYBH.II/ICB, OHa BHIIIJIa B IIEHTP ABOPA. B OKPYZKEHHNH TOHKOT'O apOMaTa IIBETOB OHa Ha4dalla
BEITIOJTHATE CEPHUIO ITIPUEMOB, IBUT'AAChH IIJIaBHO U CTPEMHUTEJILHO, CJIOBHO BOJa.

K ToMy BpeMeHHM, KaK TyMaH paccesjiCs, a poca BhICOXJIa, COJIHIlE yKe TOOHSJIOCH BEICOKO B He0O0. B
3TOT MOMEHT IIOCJIHIIIAIMCH IIaTH, ¥ KTO-TO C U3SIITHOM KOP3UHKOM B PyKaX TOJIKHYJ KPaCHbIe
JTaKApPOBaHHBIE BOPOTA.

IBe mapHl T71a3, IOMHHIX HEXKHOCTH, BCTPETUITUCH B TUIMHE. Ka3amock, BpeMs 3aMepiio, ¥ 9TOT MUT
OymeT OUTHCS BEUHO.
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