FO»s IIsHbH oxkumana 601K, HO BMECTO 3TOTO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Ybs-TO TOHKas, Gerast pyka
GepexkHO y6paa Cc eé nulla pacTpenaBuUInecs MPSOX BOJIOC.

OmenomnenHas H03 IlIsHbYM NOAHSTIA TOJIOBY ¥ BCTPETWIACh B3TJIAOM C I'Jla3aMU, TOJIHBIMU
Bj1axkHOro 671€ecka. B 3TOM B3rJIsifie XKrydasi pafiocTh IepeleTanach ¢ 4eM-To 4o 6011 3HaKOMBIM U B
TO Xe BpeMs uyxkuM. }03 [I[sHbM He MOTJIa MOHATh, YTO 3TO 3@ YYBCTBO, HO CEPALE €€ BAPYT
3aTperneTano.

— Kaxk Tebs 30ByT? — CyH Cioii clieTKa IIPUIIOHSIa I'0JIOBY. B yroyikax e€ ria3 CTOSIM CIE3H], HO Ha
JIUIle paciiBeTasia Bce Oojiee MIMPOKas ybIOKa.

[Tepeq Helt Oblyta e€ cecTpa II3HINSH, €€ CBET, KOTOPHEIM HAaKOHEI-TO BEPHYJICS.

C tpynoMm crepxuBas cnessl, CyH Ciol poBesia lafoHblo 1o meke 03 IIsHbY, U rojoc eé
IIPO3ByYasl MATKO, CJIOBHO BECEHHUU BETEPOK:

— T TaK ¥ He CKa3aJa, Kak Te0s 30BYT.

— Bame BricouectBo, — HO3 IIIoHbM 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPENIa Ha CUAIOIIee JIUII0 MpuHIlecCh. OHa
MIOMIBITAJIAaCh OTBETUTD, HO ITEPECOXIIIee T'OPJI0 ITO3BOIUIO JIUIIh BEIJABUTD €[IBa CIIBIIIHBIN HMIETIOT.

Y My, mo 3TOro nokopHo ciepoBasiias 3a CyH Cio¥, yCIIBIIIaa JIUIIE I0JI0C IIPUHIIECCH, HO HE
pa3obpana orBeta K03 IlIsubu. OHa Opocuia Ha 3aCTHIBLIYIO IEBYIIKY TPEeHEeOPEKUTENbHbIM B3I
¥, 37I0PafCTBYsI, eXUIHO IIPOTOBOPHUIIA:

— Wb THI, faxe Ha BOIPOCH [IsToro BeicouecTBa 0TBeYaTh He M3BONMUT. Wb KaKas cMenasi, COBCEM
JKU3HU He OoUIbCs!

Bo mBop1ie Bce 3Hamu: GOJIBIIE BCETo Ha CBeTe [1ATas npuHIlecca HEHABUOUT, KOTHA €€ UTHOPUPYIOT.
OmHax bl OUH U3 (HaBOPUTOB UMIIEPATOPA, BO3OMHUB Ce0si CTUIIKOM BazKHBIM, IOCMEIT TPOMOJTIATh
B OTBET Ha e€ cJioBa. YeM 9T0 3aKOHUYUIIOCH? EMy BHIPBa/IM SI3HIK U BEIIIBHIPHY/IM U3 JBOPLA — HUKTO
llake He 3HAeT, BBIKUJI OH WITH HET.

Temneps, korma FOs [lIaubu BemeT cebs Tak XKe, OHa JIUIIb yCYTyOIseT cBoto BUHY. CKopee BCero, eé
XKOET My4YHUTeIbHass cMepTh. Y My ckpuBuia ryosl, risaas Ha KO3 [IIsHbM ¢ HECKPBIBAEMBIM
IIpe3PEHUEM.

Peskuii ronoc cioyxaHku 3actaBuil 0o [IsHbM B3APOTHYTH, a yiabi0Ka Ha rybax CyH Ciol HalloJIOBUHY
yracna. Yeunes, Kak H03 Illanby omyctuna riasa, DpuHIlecca HaxXMypuUiIach, U eé yneioka ucdesna
BOBCE.

A rnynas Y My npoposKaia HeCTH CBOIO iHoBUTYI0 Yenyxy. CyH Ciol, 4y OpOBU COIIIUCH Ha
IIePeHOCHUIle, Pe3K0 B3MaxHyJIla PyKO, CKUMas pyKosiTh Meda. [IIupokuii pyKaB B3METHYJICS, ¥ OHA C
TAKOU CUJION yOoapuiia IalMs KIMHKOM, 4TO OOT/IMBas CIyXKaHKa OT/IeTella B CTOPOHY.



Y My c rpoxoToM Bpe3ajach B KaMeHHEIE CTylleHU. bonb IpoH3ua BCE Telo, epef ria3aMy BCe
nomisUio. He ycrerna oHa JaXe BCKPUKHYTh, KaK BCTPETUIACH C JIEASHBIM, KaK 3UMHUM UHEH,
B3rsigoM CyH Crou. CnyxkKaHKa B yKace IIpuxKaJja PyKU KO PTy, IOHAaBsaa CTOH, U CJIE3BI IPagoM
TIOKATUJIUCE U3 e€ I7a3. OHa MOHSTA, YTO COBEPIIXIA CTPAIIHYIO OIUOKY: IIPUHIlecca TEPIETh He
MOZKeT JIMIITHETo IyMa. PAmoM ¢ Hell JTydliie MOJT4aTh.

Cyn Croit X0JIOHO TJISIHYJIA Ha CBEPHYBIIYIOCS KJIyOKoM Y My, OCTaBIINCH BIIOJIHE IOBOJIbHA CBOEM
cunowu, 3aTeM nopoinuia K KO3 [IIsHbY ¥ OQHUM TOBKUM ABUXKEHUEM Ilepepe3asia BEPEBKH.

— Wpém, — He moxupasick peaknuu F03 IlIsHbY, OHA B3sijIa €€ 3a PYKY U IOTSAHYIA 3a COOO.

B mmpokon, Mmo3onuctou nafgouu O3 [IIsHbM YyBCTBOBaa 4yXKyH — HEXHYI0 M MaJIEeHbKYIO.
[opsyast KoXa IPUHIIECCH U e€ COOCTBeHHAas, efiBa Telllasl, IOCTENIeHHO COIPEeBaJIUCh, CIIUBAsCh B
opHO nenoe. 103 IlIaHbM pacTepssHHO CMOTpENa Ha UX CLelIeHHBIe DYKY, a 3aTeM [1epeBesia B3I
Ha CTPySLIKecs 0 CIWHE IPUHIECCH OJINHHBIE BOJIOCHL.

B03M03KHO, OTTOT0, YTO OHA BECh IeHb He IUjla HU KallJIi BOOHI, B ToJioBe Oblna ImycToTa. Bece
BOTIPOCH ucye3nu. OcTanach UL 0OgHA MBICE: ¥ [IgTOoro BricouecTBa Takast MIrkas pyka...
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CoJHIlE CTOSIIO B 3€HUTE, JIETO OBIIIO B caMoM pasrape. 1o TyH, IpUIOOHSB XKeMYYKHYI0 3aHABECKY,
OBICTPO BOIIIa B TOKOM. Ha Heit OBIJT TEMHO-3€JIeHbIH MPUIBOPHLIN XaIaT, KOTOPHIN Haxke He
IIEJIOXHYJICS TIPU Xomas0e.

— Bamre BenuyectBo, [IfTas npuHiiecca IoKuHyJjIa ABopel. MHe moka3anoch, OHa HallpaBUIach B
CTOPOHY CBOEU pe3uAeHLUH.

— A Ta cTpaxHulla U3 TeMHULL? — MMniepaTpulia, nojyiexa Ha MATKOH KyllleTKe, IPUKpPHLIA Ila3a.
PsmoMm mBa toHomu 6e33ByYHO oOMaxuBanu e€ BeepaMu. — Kak oHa ymepna?

— JokmnapriBalo, Bame BenuuecTBo, mpuHIecca 3abpania eé ¢ co0oi.

— He ymepra? Heyxkenu nsitas [eBYOHKa B3sgj1ach 3a yM? — MMnepaTpulia OTKphLIa Ij1a3a, ¥ B HUX
Ha MTHOBeHUE OJIeCHYJT OCTPHIN, KaK KJIMHOK, CBET.

Ona XecToM OTOCTIana CJIIyT 1 MeOJIEHHO CeJla. Eé BOJIOCHI, IIOOEPHYTHIE CeIWHOM, MITKO HUCIagaIu
Ha IIJIeYH.

— Paccka3niBai l'IOJIpOﬁHO, 4YTO TaM IIPOUIO0IIIIO.

— Cnymaocs. — [0 TyH NOYTUTENBHO IOKJIOHUIACh U B IeTa/IsAX [lepeckKa3aia BCE CIy4YUBIIeecs.



— Tw1 roBOpHIIL, OHa Tpoyunia Y My? — MMepaTpulia NpUIOAHsIa TOHKYIO OPOBb, B €€ IIa3ax
YUTAJIOCH YOUBJICHUE.

— [a, momnarato, ¥ My cnumkom MHOTO 60/ITajia U pa3fgpaxaa eeé.

— Xa-xXa, B KOT'0 TOJIbKO 9Ta IeBUYOHKA TaKas YPOOUIach... — (ppa3a mpo3Bydasia TO IX KaK BOIPOC, TO
7Y KaK B31oX. MMrepaTpulla 3aMojidasa, IOTPy3uBIIKUCE B CBOM MBICTH. LIio TyH 3amepra, He cMest
HApYIIUTh TUIHHY. Cepplle UMIepaTopa — BeIudauInas 3arajfika, ¥ IPOCTEIM CIyraM He JaHO
o0CyXnmaTh MO0OHbIE BEIIIH.

B 3ane momnro crossa TUIIWHAE, ITI0Ka CHapyKU He IOAYJI BETED, 3aCTaBUB 3BEHETh KOJIOKOJIbYUKHU. MX
YUCTHIY, Jal€KUX 3BYK BePHYJI UMII€epPaTPULy U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUM.

— JlagHo, pa3 yX oHa eé 3abpara, 3a6ynem 06 aToM. — MMmepaTpulla BCTajla U MOMAOLIIA K CTONY, Ha
KOTOPOM JIeKaJl YUCTHIN XKENTHH CBUTOK. — Pe3uIeHIIus MPUHIIECCH — €€ BOTYKMHA. YTo OB OHA TaM
HY TBOPHUJIA, CITyXu He mpocodarcs. [IycTs 6ymeT Tax.

— Cnymatoch, Bame BenudectBo. — 110 TyH noHsinia Bcé 6e3 CI0B U TUXO yalniach.

VimmepaTpuila KOCHyJach MmanabllaMy OyMaru, TSXKeJI0 B3I0XHY/a U B3si/ia B PYKH HE(PUTOBYIO KUCTh.
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— Batre BricouecTBo, ... 1 caMa crnpasioch, — FO03 [IIaHbpy moneiTamack 0TCTpaHuThCd, HO CyH Cion
KPEmnKo JepKaya e€ 3a 3alscThe, HaHOCS Ma3b.

I TuHHEIE T'yCThie PECHHUILI IIPUHIIECCHI IIOgPAaruBain, CJIIOBHO KPEIJIIbA 0a004KH, ¥ 3TO JIETKOe
OYHOBEHHE, Ka3dJIOCh, KOCHYJIOCh CAMOI'0 Cepala O3 llsHbH.

— He gBuraiics, Bcé paamaxenib, — CyH Cioii Kpende cxaja e€ PyKy 4, IONHSB rjla3a, IIyTINBO
Haaynack.

OT 9TOro B3TJIAMQ, TUIIEHHOTO BCIKOM 37100kI, ¥ HeXKHOTO rojioca KO3 [IIaHbpM BCIBIXHYIA, KAK MAaKOB
I[BET, 1 CMUPEHHO [103BOJIKJIa IPOofoKaTh. OHa HUKAK He MOTJIa [TIOHATh: I04YeMy IIpUHIIecca He
Ka3HWIa e€, a IpHBe3jIia B CBOIO PE3UMEHIINIO, ITPUKa3ajia BEIMBEITHCS, IEPEOHEThCS, a TEeIepPh cama
oOpabaThiBaeT PaHbI?

HOs [IIanpu Tak r1y6oKo 3amyMaiach, UYTO He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK, 3aKOHYUB C 1oBsi3Koii, CyH Cioll eqBa
YIIOBUMO KOCHYJIaCh T'y0aMu e€ 3amsicThs. [lomenyit OB TerKUM, KaK BeTep, U Ucue3 Ipexkye, 4eM
}O5 IlIsHbu ycnena 0CO3HATH MPOUCXOASIIEe.

— Tl'otoBo! Cectpuria, Teneps moenuM? — CyH Cioif 3aKpblia KOPOOOUKY C Ma3bio, HO BTOPYIO PYKY



FO3 lIsubu He oTmyctuna. OHa yibi0anach Tak MUPOKO, YTO €€ ryia3a MPEeBPATUIUCE B ITOJIyMECSIIH,
BBIIaBasi KPAMHIO CTEeIeHb JOBOJILCTRA.

CmnoBo cectpuna 3actaBuio KOs [l1aHbu efBa He NOANPHITHYTh. OHA 0TYasTHHO 3aTpsiClia TOJIOBOM:

— Baine BricouecTBo, Bl omuOIuCk! f... T MpecTynHuIla... 1 HeCy Haka3aHHe...

HO5 [IaHbBY, BEIPOCIIAS CUPOTOM ¥ He YHTABIIAS MHOT'0 KHUT, OTYASSHHO ITBITA/Iach I0H00paTh CJIOBA,
IIOKpacHeB 10 KopHe# Bonoc. Cyn Croii, HUKOTIa Ipexk/e He BUOEBIIAs TAKUX KUBBIX IMOLUM,
CMOTpeJsia Ha Heé BO BCe I'Jla3a, U e€ ynbiOKa CTaHOBUIIACh BCE TeIljiee.

— IIpectynHuna... rioymnas, HacMeusna Bac, — K03 [IIsHpu nepexsaTuiia CUSIOIINAY B3TTISAL
IIPUHIIECCHL ¥ PeIlnyia, YTO Ta IPOCTO U3[ieBaeTcs Haf Hel. Hen3BeCcTHO, CTaslo JIM el Jierye Wiy,
Hao00poT, TAKesee Ha Aylle. BuguMo, IpUHIlecca OCTaBUjIa €€ B XKUBEIX JIUIIb pafy 3a0aBHL.

— Cectpuua He rinymnas. Het, Hy, camyio manocts, — CyH Cioi ToKadaja rojaoBoi, a 3aTeM KUBHYIIA.
Eé cectpa lI3HII3H, KOTOPYIO TaK JIeTKO 00MaHyTh, BCE-TaK¥ HEMHOI'0 OeCTOIKOBas.

— Ilpomy, He Ha3bBauTe MeHA Tak! A, KO3 [II3HbH, He CMOrJla 3aIlUTUTh CTAPIIYIO IPUHLIECCY, ... S
3acnyxuBaio cMeptu! — H03 IlIsHbYM, 0XBayeHHAs CTHIAOM, onycTtunach nepef CyH Croil Ha KOJIEHH.

— ...Cectpuua IlIsHII9H HAKOHEL-TO Ha3Bajla CBOE UMS, — BhpaxkeHue nrulla CyH Cioi TOYTH He
M3MEHMJIOCh, HO B TOJI0Ce 3a3ByyYasa pamocTh. OHa mpucesa, YToOH TOOHATH €€: — BcTaBa, moumemM
obenaTs.

— Bame BricouecTBo, s HeLOCTOMHa TaKoro odparieHud. [Ipoiny Bac, HakaxXuTte MeHs, 51 He 6010Ch
cmeptu! — 05 IlIsHBM HaxMypuUIach, HaCTanuBasi Ha CBOEM.

OHa He BU[IeNa, KaK IIPH cioBax o cMepTu nuio CyH Cioil BMUT IIOMpayHeso. Yei0Ka ucuesna,
atMocdepa cTaja TsAXKeNou, Kak cBUHeIl. [IpuHIecca Blenunack B mueuyu KOs IlIauby, U €€ ronoc
IIPO3ByYall IJ1yX0, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBUAUMBIN COaBUII €1 TOPIIO:

— ToI He GOUIIBCSI CMEPTH, HO 3HAEIlIb JIX THI, YTO €CTh TOT, KTO OouTCs €€ mis Te0s?! 3Haelb JIu TH,
KaK CUJTbHO CTPAJaeT YeJIOBEK, €CJIH Thl YMPEIIh?

I'maza Cyn Cro# TOKpacCHeJIH, OHa BIIMJIaCh B3TJISA0M B pacTepsHHble ria3a 03 [IsHbu.

— Ba... Bamie BricouecTBo... — npormentana KO3 [Isubu, ragas B 9Ty 6e3nHy 6011 u oTyasiHus. Eé
COOCTBEHHOE Cepflle CXKaloch 0T 00mH.

OnHu cMOTpenu Opyr Ha Apyra, He B CUJjlaX BEIMOJIBUTh HU cioBa. Hakonel, CyH Cioi MenjieHHO
pasxara majblbl 1 CHOBA B3siia €€ 3a PYKY.



— Xa-xa... 4To 9TOo s Hecy... 3abynb. BcTapai.

— 4... — KOs IlIsHbYu He ycrenna OIOMHUTHCS, KaK OKa3ajlach Ha HOrax.

— XBatut. — CyH Cioli mogHsIa PyKy, IpepriBas e€ nemneT. OHa CMOTpeia Ha Heé CHU3Y BBepX, U Ha
€€ JHlle BIlepBble He ObIIO YIIBIOKM — TOJIBKO CEePbE3HOCTh. — Mos cecTpa MepTBa. Thl caMa cKasaina,
YTO He BBINIOJIHUJIA CBOU [OJIT, TAK YTO Telepb TH [AOJIXKHA 3aMEHUTh MHE CECTPY.
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