— Te1 uTo UMees B BUAy? — Crou 2KaHbYKY IMOCYPOBEJ IALOM, THAAS Ha bas Y, KOTopeI# cumern ¢
3aKPBITHIMU TJIa3aMu, OyaTo crmaj. — Tel Xouelrs YATH? §1 cean 94To-TO He TaK, YeM PaCCepmuI
TeOs?

— BoBce HerT, TH BCE Jefaels xopouo, — ball Y MaxHyn pykoii. — & IpoCTo He X04y MellaTh TBOEMY
B3pocienuto. T NOJIXKeH 3HaTh: [I0Ka Thl He CTaHellb UMIIepaTopoM, 1 He YULY.

— A ecnu TH yKe NOJTy4un To, 4To xoTen? — Crou 2KaHb4uXKu BCMaTpuBaics B nuio baa Y, He
yIyCKas HUA eIUHOTO U3MEHEHHUS B ero BEIpaXKeHUHU, HO TOT JIMLIb OIIYCTHUJI TOJIOBY, M TEHb CKpPBIJia
0ombIIyI0 YaCTh €T0 JIHila, He MO3BOJISAS PasrAfeTh HU4ero. — Bce 3TU rofel TH TIOCTOSHHO
OTHASIICS OT MEHS.

Croit 2KaHbYKY He YHUMaJICsS: — ThI CKa3all, YTO PacCKaXKeIllb MHe TOJIbKO II0CJIe TOTO, KaK S B30HIy
Ha TPOH. 3HaT-II/IT, 3TO Tpe6OBaHI/Ie MOZKET BEIIIOJITHUTH JIMIITb UMIIEPATODP. FOCHOJII/IH Beb BCTpeYdaJiCsa
CO CTaphIM UMIIEPATOPOM, BepHO? [T0IKHOCTh ['0CynapCcTBEHHOT0 HaCTABHKKA faj Tebe OH, HHaye
KakK OBl YeJI0BeK 0e3 MMEeHH U II0JI0XKEeHHST MOT e€ IOoMy4duTh? IlocMell CKa3aTh, YTO THI He MIPOCHII €T0
IIOMOuYb Tebe...

— 3amonun, — baii Y nogHss roioBy 1 X0n0gHO ycTaBuicd Ha Ciou 2KaHbuXkKuU. B ero B3rnsage He
OBLII0O HUYEro — JIUIIb JIeisTHas MyCTOTa. — 2KaHbYKY, THl CITUIITKOM MHOTO BMEIINBAEIILCS.

Cront 2KaHb4KY CTUCHYJ 3yObl. T BCerfia Tak: CTOUT MHeE IIOMBITAaThCS CTAaTh OJIMKE, KaK ThHI
OTTaJIKMBaellb MeHS 9TUM OTCTPAaHEHHBIM U XOJIOOHEIM OTHOLIeHHEeM. HeyxKenu Thl He TOHUMAaelb
MOUX YyBCTB? ['OCTIOIWH, TH BIIPABAy He MOHUMAEIIb UJIM TPUTBOPSEIIHCS, OTKA3bIBasSICh MTOHSAThH?

— B mocnenHee BpeMs THI He B nyullled (opMe: CIUIIKOM SMOLMOHaJIeH, — 3aMeTun bal Y, rnapns Ha
Ka3aBilerocs HecTabunbHEIM Ciolt 2KaHbuxKu. — 3a0b1y1, yeMy 5 Te6s1 yuun? YTo camoe riiaBHOE [T
TOT0, KTO IEPKUT BiIacTh? OTBeydaii!

Croit 2KaHbYKY ONYyCTHII TOJIOBY, @ KOTTla CHOBA ITOJHSJI €€, ero BelpakeHue JIulla yxke ObIIo
6e3ynpeuyHteM. OH TUXO0 yCMexHYJICa: — He moka3riBaTh CBOMX UCTUHHBIX YYBCTB, TOCcoguH. — I'osoc
3By4aJl MATKO U €CTECTBEHHO, C OTTEHKOM, OT KOTOPOTO HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO OTOPBAThCSI.

Bot on — nopaxatomuit Mup Hacnemusiit npunn Cioi XKaub4yxu. TOTBKO YTO OH 1O3BOJIUN cebe
cnabocts nuink neper baem Y. Tonsko Bait Y Bupen ero B caMble YHU3UTENIbHbBIE U XKaJIKKe MOMEHTHI.
Y HBIHeEIIHee ero OCJIenUTeNIbHOE CUSHUEe — BO MHOTOM 3aciyra Toro xe basa V.

Bail V ¢ ynoBimeTBOpeHrEM CMOTPEII Ha 9TOT0 4esoBeKa. ToT, Koro oH oTmiudoBan COOCTBEHHOU
pyKo#, ObLI TOUTH COBepIIeHeH. HeT... y Hero ecTs crmabocTs. 4 u ecThb ero cnabocts. Ecnu g He
VCUYE3HY, 3TOT YeJIOBEK HUKOITIa He CTaHeT COBEPIIEHHEIM.

«Cucrema, Cron 2KaHbUXKY TOYHO CTAHET UMIIEPATOPOM. f MOTY yUTU?»



— Kro cka3zarn, 4yTo OH HenmpeMeHHO 3aiMeT TpoH? Cyar0y Cioit 2KaHbUXKY TH yKe U3MeHuUs. Ecnu Th
He IPOCIIeOuIlb, YTOOH OH CaM MOJOLIET K TPOHY, MOXKeT, ¢ He0a yrmafiéT MOMHUS U YOBET ero
HarmoBas. Torma, Xxo3sivH, OyOelrs mIaKaTh.

«-_-|| Heyxenu BCE HaCTONBKO cepbe3HO? OH XKe BCE-TaKU IJIaBHBIY I'epoi, eMy TaK He IIOBE3ET?»

— Hy, s crerka nmpeyBenuyu, HO TH [OJIKeH BepuTh Cucteme. [ToxkanmyicTa, 00513aTETBHO JOXKIUCH,
TI0Ka OH CTaHeT UMIIEPaTOPOM.

«JlagHo, 51 elé HeMHOTO TTOHoXkAy. MHe MPOCTO He HPAaBUTCS, KaK OH Ha MEHS CMOTPHUTY.

— ITouemy? Bo B3rnsgze riaBHOTO repos HET HUYEro CTPAIIHOro. Pa3Be UTO OH CIIUIIKOM IIBIJIKHM. ..
Pa3Be 3T0 He MpU3HAK TOr0, YTO THl €My HPABUILLCH?

«Her, s He 3HaIO, HPAaBJIIOCH JIX 1 €My Ha CaMOM [JeJjie, HO s 3HalOo, 4YTO Y HEro O4Y€eHb CUJIbHaA
cobcTBeHHMYECKas Xkuika. OH CYUTAeT MEHS CBOeH BEINbIO, HE ITIO3BOJIAET HUKOMY U HUYEMY
HpI/I6J'II/I}KaTbCH KO0 MHe. OH X04YeT IOTHOCThIO MEHS KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, JIMIIIUTH CBOGOHBI, 3aCTaBUTh
HaBCerga OCTaThCA PAOOM C HUM, CTATh €ro IIpuagaTKoOM».

— Yto? Kak oH mmocmen Takoe moaymats! He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, COTJIaCUILILCS JIU ThI, XO35UH, S,
Cucrtema, TOYHO He 1103BOJII0. K TOMY XkKe OH mojKeH Gosblile TI0OOUTE BIaCTh. BOT Mep3aBel], X0UeT 1
KpacaBuily, ¥ 1japcTBo! He CIUIIKOM /I IIKPOKO OH 3aMaxuBaeTCs?

«M-ma, CucteMa, X04y CKa3aTh, UYTO B OPUTHHAJIE OH JEHMCTBUTENBHO IIOIY4YUI U BIACTh, U
KpacaBuily. [IpaBa, riaBHas TepouHs OblJla HEMHOTO 3KCIIEHTPUYHOM, HO OTHOCHUIACh K Ciol
KaHb4KY UCKPEHHEY.

— Ho, x03suH, g BEPIO B Tebs1. Eciu TH He 3axo4elnb, HUKTO He CMOZKET )IOGI/ITBCFI ycCIiiexa.

«Camo co6oii. BoT moToMy TBOSI HeflaBHS s ITaHWKa Oblyla TaKoi 3ab6aBHOM. Xa-xa-xa!»

— Xo03suH, THl MeHsT o0uxkaerb! V-y-y...

3a OKHOM IIBETHI UCTOYAJIA apoMaT. POCMHKY KPYTTIBIMU KalIgMHU J1eXKalu Ha HEeXKHBIX JIelleCTKax,
U3Iy4as mpo3pavyHoe cusinue. M3siHas qiuHHas pykKa ¢ 6eI0CHeXKHOM KOXKel IOTSHYIach BIIEPEN,
IIpOBeJia 0 BEeTKe, a KOTfla BepHY/Iach, B Hel yxKe OblI MPeKpacHBIH 1IBETOK.

— 2KaHpYKHM, KaK [IyMaelllb, 3TOT LIBETOK KpacuBHIA? — ball ¥ ¢ yneIOKOM MOgHEC IIBETOK K HOCY,
BIOOXHYJI apoMaT ¥ cupocui. HexkHas nmonynpo3padHas Koxa U SpKHAU I[BETOK OTTEHSJIU APYT OpyTa,
menasi ero KpacorTy elle 6oee U3bICKAHHON U He3eMHOM.



Crout 2KaHbYKM CMOTPEIT Ha HEero, u B3rIs[ ero noteMuen. Korga bat Y 06epHyicst K HEMY, OH
OTBETHII C yNbIOKOM: — He 3pst ero Ha3wIBAlOT KOPOJIEM Cpedy LBETOB. M roCcmoguH 3a HUM OTJIMYHO
yxaxkuBaeT. HaCKOIBKO 5 3HalO, 9TOT L[BETOK 04Y€Hb IIPUBEPENJIUB.

— Tebe HpaBuTCS? — npunonHNI 6poBk bail Y. — B gpyroii pa3 s nogapio Tebe ceMeHa. A
CIelMabHO UX YAYYIINI, 3a HUMHU rOpa3fo Ipole yXaXKnBaTh.

— He cTout. Y MeHs HET BpeMeHU IPUCTyKUBATh 3TOM «TOCIOXKe», — 0TKa3anca Ciou KaHb4XHU. —
Ecnu 3ax04y MOCMOTPETSH, IPUAY K TOCTIOAUHY. DTOT I[BETOK MHE He 110 CyAb0e: CBOeH SJOBUTOCTHIO
OH CJIaBUTCS He MeHbIIe, Y4eM KpacoTou. — ['Isigd Ha IBEeTOK, KOTOPHIM ball Y GecrieyHo BOTKHYII B
Ba3sy, Cio 2KaHb4YXKYU OEPHYIICS.

Bait YV mogHsm pyKy ¥ IOMPaBUJI IPSAX BOIOC Ha 10y: — JIaiHO, C TAKMM YeJI0OBEKOM, KakK THI, He
IIOHMMAIOIIUM KPacoTHl, 6ecrone3no roBopuTh. — OH BeIpsaMuics: — [lepeiiféM K meny. B
mocjeilHee BpeMs B Mupe 00€BHIX UCKYCCTB TBOPUTCS UTO-TO HelagHoe. Mexny [1eMOHMYeCKOU
cekToi u [TyTéM [IpaBeHBEIX IOCTOSTHHO BCIIBIXMBAIOT MEIKUE CTHIYKHU, BCE CUIIBI IPUXOIAT B
OBUXKeHNe. MHe HyKHO I10eXaTh U TIOCMOTPETE.

Crou 2Kanp4yXy, HaXMYyPUBILUCH, 3afyMasica: — JTO U IpaBaa HeHopMasbHO. [Tocne Toro kak
HeMonrueckas cekta, [TyTe [IpaBegHBIX ¥ ABOP 3aK/IOYUIIUA JOTOBOP, MUP OJIUJICS HECKOJIBKO COTEH
net. Heyxenu KTo-To He Beigepxkain? Ceituac y gBopa u 6e3 Toro cMyTHOe BpeMsi. Eciiu Mmup 60eBBIX
MCKYCCTB IIPUMAET B XaocC, 3T0 OymeT HEBHITOMHO U OBOpPY. — OH mocMoTpen Ha bas V: — I'ocioguny
M3BECTHO, B 4YEM IeJio?

— EcTb Koe-Kakue JorafgKu, HO HYKHO B3TJITHYTh CaMOMy, — HeBO3MyTuUMO conran bait V. OH-To
IIPEKPacHO 3HaJI, YTO BCE 3TO JIUIIh U3-3a MOSBJIEHUS ITaBHOW I€POUHMU, U HA CaMOM Jiejie BCE He Tak
cepb€3HO0. OH IPOCTO BLIOYMBIBAJI.

Ha camom [feiie eMy IIPOCTO Hamoeso, YTo mociienuee Bpems Cioii 2KaHbYXKY CIIUIIKOM 32 HUM
cnemut. EMy X0Tenoch pa3Biiedscsi, 3a0IHO MMPOBEHATh CTAPEIX Apy3el. Hy u, KOHEYHO, IOCMOTPETh
Ha Ty CaMyIo JIeTeHIapHYI0 BceMH 0002KaeMylo TTIaBHYIO TepOrHI0. M mpumyMaTh, Kak OT Heé
130aBUTHLCS, YTOOLI OHA He MCIIOPTHUIIA €T0 HEMHOTOUKCIIEHHEIX IPY3€eH.

Croit 2KaHbYKY TOPKECTBEHHO KUBHYI: — ['ocmonuH, 6eperute cebs B opore, He maiiTe MHE
BOJIHOBAThHCSI.

— 3nato, — bait Y cxkan ryosl. — PaHblile g IeCITUNEeTUSIMU TaK XKUJI, ¥ HUYero He CITy4YnIoCh.

Bups, uto Ciont 2KaHbUKY XOUET €Ill€ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OH B3IMaxXHYJI PYKOH, IIpepriBas €ro: — XBaTHT,
He TOBOpH. {1 caM 3Hal0, 4TO Aeja. A Thl 3aHUMaiicst cBouM. He mymait, 4TO TPOH yxke y Te0s B
KapMaHe: TOTO U T'TISIOU KTO-HUOYIb TePEeBEPHET UTPY.

Croit 2KaHbYKY He COTnacuics: — Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO? JTOT0 He CIYYHUTCS, 51 00elnalo.



— Obemmaemsb? — bait Y, ycnwima 3To, BAPYr 6pocun Ha Cio¥ 2KaHbYXKY JIeISTHON, TPOH3UTENTbHBIN
B3r/IsiI. — HeyxKenu 9T CIUIIKOM CIIOKOMHEBIE TONBI CTEPIIU TBOIO 6ouTenbHOCTL? Ciol 2KaHbuXKHY,
€CJI THI ¥ Janblile Oygemrs Tak AyMaTh, MHE IPUOETCS 3aAyMaThCs, TOOXOMUIID JIX ThI BOOOIIE MJIs
3TOr0 MecTa. 3Ha#, TBOu OpaThsl — TOXKe He MOHAPOK.

Ot ero cnoB y Cior 2KaHbU2KM BLICTYIIUAI XONOAHBINA TIOT. TOJIBKO Cerdyac OH 0OCO3Hal, YTO U BIPSIMb
IIEJT CIMIIKOM TJIafKO, 3a0bIB, YTO CTAaTh UMIIEPATOPOM HE TAK-TO IIPOCTO. ITO MYTh, 3AJIUTHIN KPOBBIO
— He TOJIbKO BParoB, HO ¥ CBOEeH COOCTBEHHOM.

Bce, uTo y Hero ecTh ceiiyac, baii Y monoxun npsamo nepen HuM. Tak 0113K0, Tak nerko. Ho ctour
Bato YV yiiTu — ¥ BCE 3TO CTaHET WIII03Kel, 0TpakKeHUEM B BOZe, JIyHOU B 3epKarle.

OH pomén mo Takoy caMoHamessHHOCTH? Cro¥ 2KaHb4KY OBITT MOTPSICEH COOCTBEHHBIMU MBICIISIMH.

BcnoMHUB, 4TO €I1€ XOTel 3amony4yuTh bas Y, 3amepeTs ero psmoM ¢ co60¥, OH Teeph MOHSIT,
HACKOJIBKO 3TO cMelrHo. YToOw! 3anmonyunuTs bas Y, HyKHO ObITh aOCOJIOTHO CUIBHEIM. MHaye —
HUKAKUX IIaHCOB.

Cront 2ZKaHbYXKHM 3aMOT4all.

Baii ¥, Bupsi, 4TO TOT OYHYJICS OT CIagKOU T'PE3BI, UM Ke U CO3NaHHOU, KUBHYI. B opurunane y Ciou
2Kanbyxku He OBLIO €ro, moMoraloiiero. Bcé, 4To y Hero ObLJI0, OH OTBOEBaAJ V APYTUX COOCTBEHHBIMHU
pykamiu. Ero ncuxuka Oviyia HecokpymuMa. OToMy Croit 2KaHbUKY 0 HETO AaneKo.

[TycTh B 4EM-TO OH MOKET OBITH JIy4llle, HO OfHOTO JIUIITh HECOOTBETCTBUS B MEHTAIbHOMN
YCTOWYUBOCTU JOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI OH ITPOUTPal.

Baii Y MpIciieHHO B3TOXHYII. Bce 3Tu rofe! 3alIUTH B KOHEYHOM cuére BpEeOuiin eMy. Ox xoTes, YTOOBI
TOT CaM HpOH.IéJ'I qepes OIIBIT U BBEIPOC. A 3TOT HaCTOIBKO CaMOHAOesIH, YTO He BUIUT P€eallbHOCTH.

Jly4iie MOCTaBUTh TOUKY HA i, IyCTh ICHO YBUAUT BCe HeJOCTATKU. [IyCTh MOMMET: ceiiuac He BpeMs
TIOYXBATh Ha JIaBpaX. BCE, 4TO y HETO €CTh, — JIMIIL BO3AYIIHbIA 3aMOK.

— IIpocTtuTe, rocmonuH. £ OBII CIMIIKOM CaMOHafessH. g 00s13aTeIbHO UCIIPABIIIOCh M CHEJIaio BCE,
yTOOBI TaKO€ He IOBTOpHUIIOCh, — Cioit 2KaHbuXKY OIycTUsICcS nepen baeM YV Ha KOJIeHU 1 C
HMCKPEHHOCTHIO B TOJIOCE NMTPOU3HEC: — Braromapio rocmofyHa 3a TO, YTO OTKPHIIM MHE I'J1a3a.

— Xopo1o, 4To TH NOHAI, — baul Y nogusan ero. — 3aBTpa g ye3xkato. Hanmerocs, Korfa s BEpHYCh, TH
[anib MHE OTBET, KOTOPHIY MEHSI YCTPOHUT.

— KaHbuxKu OIIpaBOA€T OKUOAHUSA I'OCIIOOKXHA.
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