— Heyxenu mpuHIIeCCa HACTONBKO HE yBepeHa B cebe? — YCIIbIIIaB CTOIb CAMOYHUUUKUTETbHEIE
crnoBa, fIH Tao TyT XKe mepelna B HacTymIeHue. — Yto Okl 9TO HU OBIIIO, €CTH MyXKYKMHA CITOCOGEH C
9TUM CIIPABUTHCS, TO ¥ ST CMOTY!

— 4 Bepro Tebe, — MATKO ynbIOHyNnack npuHiiecca IOEbaHb. — Ecnu TH BRIMAEIIb Ha 1Tosie 605, TO
HellpeMeHHO CTaHelllb I'PO3HEIM BOMHOM. Ho CKaXu, caMa-TO THl XOYelllb Tyfia OTIIPaBUTHCS?

KoneuHo, He x04eT, elife yero! Ax Tao mpuKycuia s3bK ¥ 3aMoJT4ana. X0Ts BOeHHas clyxk0a
BHITJISIOUT M0OJIECTHO, OHA O3HA4YaeT 0€CKOHEYHHIE CPaXKeHUsT, HEBO3MOXKHOCTb HOPMAJIbHO
BBICTIAThCS, KPOBb, TPYIIHI ¥ OeCYMCIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO MYK4YMH BOKPYT. BpsAn mu HaleTcs MHOTO
JKEHIIWH, CIIOCOOHBIX 3TO BEIHECTH — MIEJI0 JaXKe He B HeCITOCOOHOCTH MOJHSITh OPYKKe, a B TOM, 4TO
BCE 9TO KaXKeTCS CIIUIIKOM I'PSI3HBIM.

K ToMy Xe... Ha BOMHE BCe MEHSIETCSI CTPEMUTENbHO. X0Ts npuHIiecca KOHbaHb U 0Ka3aja e 4ecTs,
fu Tao moHMMarsa, YTO caMa He 3HAET, CIIPABUTCS JIU. BHITh TeHepasioM — 3TO He MPOoCcTo 06/1agaTh
OOBIION CUJION, TYT HYZKHO MacTepCTBO. [laxke ecy OHA YMHA, BCEMY IIPUIITIOCH OBl YYUTHCS C HYTIS.
OnHo UL 3aMevaHye IPUHIIECCH 3aCTaBUIIO €€ 0CO3HATh IIPOCTYI0 UCTUHY: B 9TOM MUPe KaXK[Iblii
3aHHMaeT CBOe MECTO U BBEIIIOJIHAET CBOIO POJIb, ¥ TTape YeJIOBEeK He 10N CUITy U3MEHUTh YCTOSBILIUNCS
IIOPSATIOK.

910 OBlNa Ta caMast CTeHa, nepen KOTOpOfI OHa 49yBCTBOBaJla CBO€E Oeccurnue, HEeCMOTPA Ha BCe€ CBOHU
TaJIaHTHI.

— K Tomy Xke, Takue, KaK MbI C TOOOM, — PEOKOCTh. BONBUINHCTBO KEHIIUH B 9TOM MUPE CO3TaHbI
IJIs1 JKM3HU B TNIyOWHE TI0K0eB, — MpuHIlecca FOHbaHb He CKPBIBajia, YTO MPUYHCIAeT ux ¢ A1 Tao K
OIHOM KaTeropuu. — KoHe4YHO, Kak TH ¥ CKa3aja, 9TO TO, Ha YTO MYKYMHHBI He CriocoOHHI. Ho
CYMTACIb JIN Thl TAKUX JXKEHIIWH Oecrone3HsMu? IIpe3npaensb I UX, IoJjiaras, 4YTo OHU He
IOCTOMHEI OBIT KeHIMMHaMU? Vi, MOXKeT, Thl CMOXKEeITb YOeOUTh UX CTaTh TAKUMHU Ke, KaK ThI?

Au Tao nummmnack fapa peun. CIycTs MTHOBEHME OHA TUXO B3[IOXHYa:

— f IpoCcTO He X0Uy CMUPUTHCS.

He xouet CMHUPHUTBCA C TE€M, UTO MUD IIPHUHAOJIEZKUT MyXKYHUHAM. He xouer, YTOOBI 2KEeHIINHBL OBLITH
JINIIb UX MIPUOATKOM, KOTOprfI MOZKHO B34Tb UIIU BbI6pOCI/ITb I10 IIPHUXOTH.

— He xou4els MUPUTLCS — 3HAYMUT, COIIPOTUBIISNCS. Pa3Be TH HE 9TUM 3aHMMAEIIbCSA? — IPUHIlecca
HOubanb paccMesinach. — 4 Bedb 60s71ach, YTO THI COPBENILCSA U YObeIllb MOETr0 BTOPOro OpaTiia. XoTs
OH ¥ 3aCJTyKHBAeT CMEPTH, JefCTBOBATh HYKHO ITOCTeIIeHHO. MiHaue, ecii MO¥ mOporol GaTioIKa-
ViMmepaTop y3HaeT, 4YTO 3TO MOUX PYK [eJio, JoOpOM 3TO He KOHUUTCS.

— ... — fHu Tao B3sma cebs B pyku. — ThHl X04ellb CTaTh cleayomuM MmnepaTopom?



— Pasymeercs. — HecMoTpst Ha TPOMKHeE CJIOBA, TOH IIPHUHIIECCH OCTABAJICS CIIOKOMHBIM, KaK OymTo
3Ta cTpaHa yxke Obllla Y Hee B KapMaHe. — 91 Befib BeJla cebs JOCTaTOUHO OYEBUIHO, HE TaK JIU?

Y mpaBpa. CBsI3U C TeHEPaIbCKOM pe3nueHInel, HeoObICHUMBIN CTPax MMIepaTpUIlkl, POCIIBe
CIyXKaHKH, Biafeole 00eBEIMU UCKYCCTBaMH, ¥ IIOPOX KPHIJILEB B HOYHM, Ha KOTOPHIM IPUHIIECCA
HUKOTTa He o0Opalllasia BHUMaHUs... B TOT meHb, Korfga AH Tao moHsIa, YTO MPUHIIECCY COBEPIIEHHO
He BOJIHYIOT BOIIPOCHI IIeJIOMYIPUS UJIM 3alIPETHHIX CBSI3EH, B €€ TOJI0BE BCIJIBIJIO OHO UMS — Y
[133TSaHE.

[Touemy, Oynoyuu geTbMu ogHOTO MMmepaTopa, Benukui KHSI3b MOXKET CBOOOAHO pa3BUBATh CBOE
BJIIMsIHUE, & OHA, IIPUHIIeCCa, OOJIXKHAa BBIUTY 3aMyXK 3a 4eJIoBeKa, y KOTOPOro 3a OyIIOM HUYEro,
KpOMe y4eHOU CTeleHu?

Ocenumno Adu Tao BHE3aIHO:

— HMMnepaTop yKe 3HAeT 0 TOM, YTO THI 3aTesia?

— JorageiBaeTCs 0 YEM-TO, HO 9TO He Oefla, — KUBHYJa mpuHIiecca Oubanb. — f mmaHUpoBana
CBEPTHYTH €ro 0 CBOe# cBagbOR], HO TeIephb MPUOETCS HEMHOTO MMOO0XK/IaTh.

— Pa3Be B Takux ciy4asx He XKAOyT, TokKa MmnepaTop cocraputcs?! K Tomy ke, Tebe Bcero
IIecTHaAIIaTh!

— 2KpaTth Tak {ONT0 HET CMEICHA, I He coOUpaloCch PoxkaTh cebe HaCIeIHWKA, — COBEPIIEHHO
Cepbe3HO0 OTBeTUIIa npuHIecca. — Hy Tak 4To, TH BCe ellle TOTOBa MHE IIOMOYb?

— Koneuno. — {1 Tao He pa3gyMbIBas cornacunach. K ToMy xe, 3a0fHO IPUXJIONHYTH 9TOT0
Mep3aBlia — OTIMYHas unes. — YTo MHe HyXKHO CHesaTh?

— Trl yMeellb CTpendaTh U3 JyKa?

— HemHuoro. — Bce-Taku COBPEMEHHEBIE JIYKU CUJIBHO OTIIMYAIOTCA OT JPEBHUX.

— Torpga Tebe CTOUT MOMIPAKTUKOBATHCS KaK CIIefyeT.

I'enepan Ly HUKaK He 0XKUOaAJ, 4YTO CHOBa YBUOUT AH Tao.

O ToM, 4TO y IeBYLIKYM HEOI0KKWHHASA CUa, OH 3HaJ co cjioB LIy My, HO nMuIIb KOTfja OHa Havalla
BEIOMPATH JTyK, OH 0CO3HAJI, HACKOJIBKO 3Ta IePeBeHCKas KEeHITMHa HeOObIYHa.

Ona IpuMepuiaCh K OMHOMY JIYKY, HO CTOMUJIO HATAHYThE TETHUBY, KaK OH C TPDECKOM IIEPEJIOMUJICA



norionaM. ITocie HECKOTBKUX MOTBITOK OHA BhIOpasa camblit MOIIHLIMA. [Ty My 13 mr000mbITCTBa
PELINII MOJHSATH €T0, HO, IOYYBCTBOBAB HEMMOBEPHYIO TSIKECTh, €Ba HE YPOHUIL.

— OcrtopoxHee! — fH Tao HeOOBONBHO NHYJa ero. — He Tporai Mou myk.

— TolL... THL... — Ilu My nokpacsen oT gocapsl. C Tex op Kak oH BcTpetun fH Tao, ero camomnobue
IIOCTOSTHHO CTpapano. — Takou TSAXKeJbId JIYK... MHOTO JIU CTPeJl TEl CMOXKEeIIb BEIIYCTUTL? — He
yIepaarscs OH OT KOJIKOCTH.

OTOT JIyK Jaxe He IPUHAMAJIeXKaJ ero 0TIy, ero JOCTaIM U3 OpyXKerHoH. Hen3BecTHO, C KaKOH OUTBH
OH ORI B34T B KauecTBe Tpodesi, HO CTO/Ib PeJKOe OpyKHue HaBepHSIKa MPUHAIIekKalo
IIPOCJIaBIIEHHOMY ITOJIKOBOMITY.

— Tsxenbd TyK ObeT JaJblIle.

fAn Tao cxBaTuia CTpeJly, BEIpBaia JIyK U3 pyk Llu My, HaTsiHy/la TETUBY U C IIYMOM CIycTuia ee. Lu
My npocnenun 3a MOJIeToM U BeITapalnuil riasa: 98 Tao He nonasna B MUILIEHb, HO CTPeJla BOLIIA B
TOJICTOE IePeBO PSANOM, ITy00KO BOH3UBIIKCH B CTBOJI. Ecniu Obl Ha MecTe gepeBa OB 4eJIOBeK...

Tak Adn Tao u mocenunack B pe3ugeHINU reHepana Lu.

Ona 3aHsIa KOMHATy GJIMKe BCeX K IJIally, BCTaBajla 0 paccBeTa, 6eraja, a 3aTeM TPeHHpOBasach C
JIyKOM, TI0Ka He o0nuBajachk notoM. OHa npocuia y CuCTeMEl JleKapCTBa AJIs1 MBI ¥ HaHUMasla
CIy2KaHOK, 4TOOHI Te pa3MuHasU ei pyku. C KaxkOsIM THEM €€ TOYHOCTh POCa, a CTPEJIbl BIIUBAIUCh
B fiepeBo Bce riy6xke. [lu My HaOmogasn 3a 9TUM C TPETIETOM M PaCTYIei TOCKOM.

[MToHavamny oH moKy4an fdH Tao paccIpocaMu O IPUHIIECCE, HO IM03XKe caM Hadall TPeHUPOBAThLCS
BMECTE C Hel, MPOSIBIIsAsa TaKoe PBeHHe, KaKOro He OBIIO Jaxke B HayaJie ero IyTd BowHa. I'eHepan Liu
OBbLIT MOBOJIEH, HO OMHAXK MK, CBSI3LIBASICh C MPHUHIIECCOH FOHBaHDb, He yOepKaJiCsa U 3aMeTHIT:

— B narepe monHo UCKyCHBIX TyYHUKOB, TpeJaHHBIX BaM [I0 r'poba. He 06s3aTenbHO TOPy4YaTh 3TO
IeJi0 IePEeBEHCKOM KEHIIUHE.

HpHHuecca KOnbanb 0TBETHIA JIUIITHh YeThIPEMA CJIIOBaMMU:

— TonbKO OHa CMOXKET.

IeHb, Korma IoHamo0MIOCh MacTEPCTBO CTPeNbOLI, HacTas ObIcTPo. AH Tao B OQUHOYKY ITpoOpasach
B Yallly Jieca, B3sIB C COOOM JTUIIb TSKEIbIN JIYK ¥ IB€ OTPAaBJIEHHEIE CTPETIEL. S0 OHA BHIIPOCHIIA Y
CuctemMbl — CMepPTeJIbHEINA, 063 MPOTUBOSIAUS, B 9TOM MHPe TAKOro He HalTu. MimeanbHO O
3aKa3HOro yOuiCTBa.



Korpa ona yxopuna, Ilu My XxoTesn mpoBOAUTE €€, HO OHA Mc4ye3sia 0eCITyMHO, HUKOTO He
OTPeBOXKUB. ['TIAM1s Ha MyCTyI0 KOMHATY, Llu My ¢ rpycThio mogyMai: OHa BCeraa MpUXOoauia U
yXO[uJia Tak BHe3allHO, HUKOTIa He COIMXKasiCh C JTII0ObMU, CJIOBHO HUTTIe He OBIIO ee oMa.

B pe3upeniuu npuHiieccs JIto CSH ToXKe MPUIIeS IOIpOoIlaThCsa. Benukui KHg3b IPUTlacUil ero Ha
0XO0Ty 3a ropof, u JIto CsiH, pemuB, YTO 3TO OTJINYHBINA MIAHC COMU3UTHCS C OYAYIINM IIPABUTETIEM, C
PafoCThIO COTJIACHUIICA.

Panee Benukuii KHsI3b IPUCIIA JA0COB, YTOORI T ITPOBENH 00PSI B PE3UEHIUH, U C TeX 1mop JIu
Mbaii Gosblile He MOSIBIISNIACh, UTO IIpUHeco eMy obneryenue. K tomy ke, Benukuit KHs3b OB IIEP,
IIeHUJT TaJIaHTHI, TPUCIIA JIeHeT ero ceMbe 1 o0elran nepeBe3Ty poguTenel B ctonuiy. JIro CsaH
yBEpOBaJ, YTO HAIlle/I JOCTOMHOT'0 TOCIIOAKNHA, ¥ ObIJT TOTOB ITIOMOTATh EMY COBETaMHU, 3a0HO
YKPEeIIsis CBSI3b MeXAy BenuKuM KHSI3eM U MIPUHIIECCOM.

[Mpunnecca FOHBAHL ¢ yNHIOKOM PACIOPSAUIAch CIyraM coOpaTh ero Belu:

— 3saTtb UMnepaTopa ¥ Mo BTOPOM Opatell Tak 61u3ku. Ho He roBopuTe, YTO 5 Bac He
npenynpexnasna: 6aTiomKa ellle IOJIOH CHUJI, TaK YTO JIy4llle He CIIEUIUTh C BLIOOPOM CTOPOHHL.

JIto CaH nuuis ycMexHyscs. Y MMnepaTopa BCero Tpoe UJIM YeTBEPO CHIHOBeH, a y MMnepaTpullsl HeT
IeTel, TakK YTO HACJIeJHUKOM IT10 IIPaBy [OIKEH CTaTh BemuKuil KHsI3b. ITO He BEIOOP CTOPOHEL, a
JIUIIb YKPeIJleHue OTHOIIeHHH ¢ OyOyIIUM IIpaBUTEIEM.

[Tpunnecca FOHbaHb IpOBOXKAsa ero B3TIAN0M, U Ha ee ry0ax urpasa jerkasa ynbioka. Ecnu Bce
TIIOMMIeT 110 NIaHy, O0JIbIlle OHA eT0 He YBUOUT.

Ha gerne Bce mpou301IIo B ONHO MrHOBeHUe. IH Tao HaTsHY/Ia TEeTUBY, U OflHa CTpesia mpobusa
nedo JIro CsiHa U JieByI0 4acTh Irpyau Benukoro kHA34. He Tepsis BpeMeHH, OHa CKphlIack. K Tomy
BPEMeHH, KaK COIIPOBOXKIABIIINE WX COJIIATHI OTIOMHUIKCH, OHA Obl/Ia yKe [ajeKo, Cleoys 3apaHee
IIPOJIOKEHHOMY MapIIpyTy.

Bor noueMy HyXKeH OBUI TSKeJbIH TIyK — 4TOOB! OUTH U3[aneKa.

Omna u30 Bcex cun 06exkaja BHH3 C TOPHL, a KOTOa 0Ka3ajach JOCTATOYHO HAJIeKO, IPUCTPEeIInIa
JIoIIafb OCTABIIENUCS CTPEJION U IIEeIIKOM BepHyach B jiec. Camoe oIlaCHOe MECTO — caMoe
6e3omacHoe. [JaxKe eCcjii OHM HAYHYT IIPOYECHIBaTh TOPHL, OYAET yXKe MO3[HO!

B Ty HOYB OHa OCTaacCh B JIECY, YCTPOUBIIKUCH Ha BETBSX BEICOKOT'0 mepeBa. 2Kyst 6€3BKYCHBIN CyXOM
TIaeK ¥ IIPUCIYIIMBasICh K TaJleKOMY BOIO BOJIKOB, OHa YyBCTBOBAJIa, KAK BHYTPHU Hee Pa3ropaeTcs
nnams. OHa Bcerga 3HaJjla, 9YTO CKJIOHHA K JKeCTOKOCTH, JIUIIL IIpu OpaTe cuepkKuBasi ce0st, ¥ KaxK bl
pas, gyMas o MyXK4HHaX, MeuTajla CTepeTh X B IopoInok. Ho ceiiyac, 1mocje BCero JUIIh OOHOTO
BBICTPEJIa — IYCTh 3TO U OBIIO Ky[a MsArdye, Y4eM OHa M3HAYaJIbHO IJlaHupoBaa ams JIro CsiHa — oHa
ouryTuiia HeObIBasoe obieryeHne, rOToBas caMa 3aBHITh Ha JIYHY.



Bo3M0KHO, OHa TTOHMMaJIa: CerogHs IOTH0IM He MPOCTO JBOE MYXKYHH. ITOT BEICTPEII CTall
IIPOJIOTOM HOBOM 3TOXH, B KOTOPOM M3MEHSTCS U He6o, u 3eMis!
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