ITpunnecca FOHbaHb OTI0XKKIIA KHUTY, HEOPEIKHO B3siJIa C HU3KOT0 CTOJIMKA IPO3b BUHOIPAa u,
T'PalKXO3HO OTIIPABUB B POT OIHY SATOAY, 00epHyach u moManuna Jlio CsHa:

— 34Tb, THI IPUIIET?

JTio CsiH TIpOCHsiy, HO TYT XK€ HeBOJIbHO Chexuics. OH yXKe YCBOUII: eC/I IIPUHIIECCa TakK [ejlaerT,
3HAUUT, Y Hee CHOBA ITOSIBUJINCH HOBHIE UOEH, & 9TO CYJIUIJIO EMY HETIPUSITHOCTU. TeM He MeHee, TS
Ha ee Yapylolllee JIUIO, OH CTJIOTHYII CITIOHY U He yaepKaJics — mopnolen 6iuxe. B aToM Mupe ecThb
JIIOMM, KOTOPHIe ounbaoTCs BO BceM — HampuMep, Jlu Moaii, Ho ecTh u Te, KTO BCerja ImpaB —
Harpumep, npuHilecca KOHbaHb.

[TpuHIlecca CKIIOHWIIa TOOBY, pas3risaarBas ero. OHa KCKPEHHE HeloyMeBalla, Kak 3TOT YeJI0BEK
BOOOIIIEe YMYOPHUIICS CTATh IYYIIMM Ha 9K3aMeHaX. OHa He YMTalla ero COUMHEHUH 1 He co0upaach
— maxe ecny OBl OH IHCAJT Kak 00T, THUJIOE HYTPO BHIABAJIO ero ¢ roioBoi. OHa yKe COCTaBUIIA O
HeM MHEHUe, ¥ B ee IIJIaHax eMy Obljla OTBe[leHa OmpefeeHHas poiab. KakuMu Obl HU OBLIH €0
TaJIAaHTHI, OH ORI 0OPEeYeH COBEPINATh OIMTHOKH, ¥ CIIACTH ero ObII0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— IlpuHuecca, — B3TJA Y Hee OB TAaKOU MPSIMOM, JTUINEHHEIN NeBUYbeN 3aCTEHUUBOCTH, 4TO JIi0
CsIH OIIyTUJI IPUJIUB ropaocTy. EMy moKa3amoch, YTO OH CTajl Ha Iuar O6/iMKe K CBOEH IIeJH, U OH,
BBEIIIITUB TPYOb, TPOMKO cripocui: — He mopckaxeTe, 3a4eM Bbl MEHS 3Bajiu?

[Tpunnecca FOHbaHb XUXUKHYTIA:

— ¥V MeHd eCTh [eJI0, B KOTOPOM MHe HyKHa ITOMOIIb 35Ts. — OHa Hafly/la I'yOKH, CIIOBHO MaJleHbKast
IeBoYKa. — MHe Tak X04eTcsl MUPOXKHOoe goronetus u3 K0aubdynoy, cxomu, Ky MHE TTOPIHIO.

JTio Csir 3acThit. KOaubdymoy Gblyla caMoi U3BECTHOM KOHAUTEPCKOM B CTOJIUIIE, @ IIMPOKHOE
OONTOJNeTUs — UX GUPMEHHBIM JeCepToM. MX MeKau B CTPOr0 OTPaHNYEHHOM KOJINYECTBe, [1a U
CTOUJIH OHM 0ACHOCJIOBHO [IOPOTO.

B pe3ugeHnInn IMPUHIIECChl OH HE MMEJI HUKAaKOIro Beca. Ilener oHa €My He maBajla, a CIIyIr'u, BUOA ero
IIOJI0ZKEeHne, OTHOCUIINCH K HEMY HpeHe6pe}KI/ITeJ'H:>HO. HHOTrma, eciy OH XOTEI I0eCTh Yero-To
CBEITHOT'O, a He HYCTOﬁ HOXHGGKI/I, €My IIPpUXOOUIIOCE IIJIATUTh U3 CBOET0 KapMaHa. Ho mHoOro nmu Yy HEero
JKaJoBaHUS? A IIpUHIECCa MMOCTOSAHHO IIPUAYMEBIBAJId HOBBIE IIPUXOTH. Ceiiyac B ero KOIIeJIbKe II0YTH
HHUYero He 0CTaJIOCh, HO ITPU3HATHCA B 3TOM OH HE MOT. [TokoneOaBIuCh, OH yBHOEJI, KaK IIPUHIECCa
MEJIEHHO IIPUIITYPHUIIaCh, ¥, UCIIYyT'dBIINUCH, IIOCIIEIIIHO OTBETHUII:

— Crymatocs! — u 6pocuscs BoH. ITomymar, 4To ecliu CKaxeT, 6YOTO Bce MUPOXKHEIE pa3o0dpay,
OHA, HAaBEPHOE, HE PACCEPAUTCSI.

IMpuniiecca FOHBAHB, TS €My BCIEM, pacX0x0Talach, COBceM He 3a00TsCh 0 oH00aoIux
MaHepaX. XOTb €€ U YYUIIA IBOPLIOBOMY STUKETY, OHA BCerna Oblla ucKmodeHueM. CTOUIO e
TIOSIBUTHCS, KAK HUKTO HE MOT OTBECTH OT Hee I'a3. Eciid B 3TOM MUpe U CYIeCTBOBaia KpacaBHIla,
KOoTopas OblJIa OC/TeuTEeNTbHA B TI000M CBOEM IIPOSIBIEHUH, TO 3TO Obl/Ia OHA.

KoneuHo, 10 3aMyKeCTBa HaXOIUJIUCh HEOBOJIbHBIE. CITUIIKOM YK OHa Obl/la KpacuBa, U, MOIb3ysICh



m000BBI0 MyXKYHH, He MOTJIa PACCYUTHIBAThL HA CUMIIATHIO XKEHITUWH. B rapeMe oHa BBIKHIIA JIHIIb
6maromapst 6;1aroCKJIOHHOCTH MUMITepaToOpa ¥ CBOMM POCIIHIM ClTy:KaHKaM. Kaxkmas u3 HUX MaCTepPCKHU
yMeria pa3faBaTh MOIIEeYUHbI, KOJIOTh UTOJIKAMU U TTOPOTH MajakaMu. CaMa ke IpUHIlecca MOTJia
n30UTh HAJIOXKHUIY UMIIEPATOPA, a IIOTOM YOeOuTh OTIla, YTO Ta CaMa BUHOBATa — SKOOBI 3a UHTPUTH
Ha CTOPOHE.

Korga JTro Cstr mpubexkai 06paTHO U C TPEIIETOM [OJI0XKUI, YTO MUPOKHbBIE 3aKOHYHIINCEH U OH KYTIHII
OpyTHe CIafOCTH, OH C U3YMJIEHHEM YBU[IEe]I, UTO IIPUHIIECCA YKe eCT ITUPOKHOEe [ONTOIETHS.

— Cmacwubo, 35Th, — CKa3aJjla 0OHa, MPoXkKeBaB KycouyeK. — Ho MHe Tak CHJIbHO 3aX0TeJIOCh, YTO S
otnpaBuia Cs0 XyH KyIIUTh ellle OAHy nopLuo0. He oXupaana, 4TO TH BEPHEIILCS TaK IO030HO. ITO
MOSI BHHA.

Csto XyH Obllla caMO¥t BEICOKOY U MYKeIogo0OHO!M U3 ee CyKaHOK. [Toy4YuB OXBaly OT IPUHIIECCHI,
OHa 1o6elHO YCMEeXHYJach U C Ipe3peHreM B3rysiHya Ha JIto CaHa:

— Cnoimany, 39Th? [IpuHIlecca ciaba 3MOpOBEEM, JOJIT0 XKAAaTh He MOXKeT. B cremyromiui pa3
pacTopomnHee OyagbTe!

JTio CsiH OBIT B OTYaSHUHU. Y HET0 He ObIJIO AOCTyTa K KapeTe, IPUIIJIOCh UATH TEIIKOM, CTOSITh B
ouepenu. He To 4TO 9TUM Clly2KaHKaM: CTOMJIO UM BOMTH, KaK yIPaBISIOUUN TyT Ke BCTpPedall Ux C
TIOKJIOHOM ¥ ITOJHOCHJI IeCEPT YyThb 1M He Ha OJIiofleuke, Jaxe feHer He cnpaiuBasi. OH X0Ten Okl
IIPOSIBUTH XapaKTep, HO HUKTO ero He BOCIIPUHUMAJI BCEPhe3, a BParoB OH ceOe TOJIbKO pubaBIisii.

[TpunIiecce FOHBaHb OBIIO MJIEBATh Ha €r0 TPYAHOCTHA. Haurpasmmcsk, OHa oTepsijia UHTEPEC K 9TON
JKUBOH UTPYILIKE ¥ MaXHyJa PYKOU, YTOOHI CITy2KaHKHU YBEJIM €T0. B 3TOT MOMEHT IIPUOBIIN JTIOOU U3
IoMa reHepasa c usBectusmu o fAH Tao.

— Ona xuBa? Y xoueT MeHs BUufieTh? — [IpuHIlecca 3arago4Ho ynbiOHynack. C caMoro MoMeHTa
ITIOMOJIBKYM OHa HaBeJla CIIpaBKu 0 ceMbe JIto CsiHa. 3Hasa 0 ero HUIIeM IIPOUCX0XKIEHUH U IIePBOi
JKeHe, KoTopas SKoOBI cropesia B moxape. KTo Ob MOT ITOyMaTh, YTO OHA Pa3birpaia eIl
CIIEKTaKJIb, [a ellle ¥ BepHyna Llu My B cTonuny?

[Touemy 3a Llu My oxoTunucs, npuHIiecca 3Hasa npekpacHo. Ecnu JIu Maii cMorya 671aronoaydHo
IIPUBE3TU ero 00paTHO, 3HAYUT, OHA [lajleKo He Tak IIpocTa!

— YT0 X, OT/IMYHO, 1 TOXKE X04Uy Ha Hee B3IJISHYTh, — CJIaJKO IIPOM3HEC/a OHa. — Uepes napy JHeu
s YCTPOIO B Pe3uOeHLIMY IBETOUHKIN nup. [lepenaiiTe xkeHe reHepasa, 4ToO BCe IIOATOTOBUIIA KaK
Hayo.

[Toka npuniiecca FOHbaHb IpOsBIIsiia UHTepeC K AH Tao, cama Ax Tao cMoTpena Ha Ly My u gymana
0 TOM, KaKOH XK€ OH HeBLIHOCUMBIH.

— Tr xouems BUeTh npuHieccy? 3aueMm? Kakue y Tebs Hamepernusi?! — Llu My u3o6pa3un Ha nulle
BhIpaXkeHUe 4yesioBeKa, TOTOBOTO 3allUIaTh MPUHLIECCY A0 IociegHero B3goxa. — Ilycts JIto CsH Ha



Hell )KeHaT, HO OHa He MOTJia Ha 9TO IIOBNIMITh... EC/IM X04eIls KOro-To BUHUTE, BUHU JI10 CsaHa!

fu Tao He 3HasA, YTO OTBETUTH 9TOMY pebeHKy. C 4ero oH BooOIile B351JI, YTO OHA coOupaeTcs
IMIPUYHHUT NpHHIlecce Bpen? OHa 3aKaTuia riasa:

— Yro OBl 1 HM [Iefiajia, 9TO MOe [eJi0 U [eJio IpHHIeccH. Kakoe Tebe 10 3TOro OTHOIIeHKe?

— Tet! — Lu My nopaBurcs cnoBamu. OH He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO IIPUHIIECCA — €T0 MMOoJApyra, He MOT
IIPU3HATHCS B CBOUX YYBCTBaX K Her. OH nuib Opocui Ha 1H Tao THEBHBIHM B3TJISI U B SPOCTH I,

fAu Tao mpoBopuia ero B3rnsagoM. [ToueMy 3TOT BTOPOCTENEHHBIN TIEPCOHAXK TaKOU MH(DaHTUIbHBIN?
HeynuBuTenbHO, UTO €T0 POJIb B CIOKETE e[iBa 3aMeTHa.

Yepes mapy gHew mpuHiiecca FOHbaHb pa3ociiasa MpUrialleHus XeHaM YUHOBHUKOB Ha JTI000BaHMe
IIBeTAMH. ITO OBIIIO ee OOBIYHEIM BPEMSIIPEIIPOBOXKAEHNEM — JTH00 IIBETHI, OO0 IPeICTaBIIeHUs, a
ITPUTTIALIEHHbIE JaMbI CITY KUK JIUIIb HOHOM [T e€ Pa3BIeYeHUH.

[TpuHIlECCa cHOerna Ha TOYETHOM MeCTe, CUss yasIOKo#. [Tociie 3aMykKeCcTBa OHa CMeHUTIa JeBUYbH
HapsObl Ha KpacHoe IJIaThe C 30JI0THIM IIMThEM U 30JI0TOM BeHell B Bufie jioToca. OHa BRITJISAIENA ellle
IpeKpacHee, YeM paHbllle, ¥ TOCThHU, IO Ha Hee, JIAIIL MOJTdya 3aBU0BaJIH.

Haxe fu Tao, mepeoneTas Cly:KaHKOM M CTOSIBINAS 3a CIMHOM XKeHBI reHepara, Oblja IopaxkeHa.
OHa Bcerjga ropauiach CBOel BHEIIHOCTHIO, HO BHIHYKIeHa Oblia MpHU3HaTh: IpuHIlecca KOHbaHp —
3TO 3TaJIOH 00KECTBEHHOM KPaCOTHl. MyKYKHBI OyIyT TOTOBH IIaCTh K €e HOoraM, HUKTO He YCTOUT
nepeq TakuM nunoM. K Tomy ke, oHa IIPUHIIECCA, C IETCTBa OKPYXKeHHas J1I000BbI0, U el He HyKHO
00AThCS U3MEH MyKa — BeIb [aXKe HaJI0KHUI] OH MOXKET B34Th TOJIBKO C ee cornacus. AdH Tao
IIOyMaJia, YTO OBITh TJIaBHOM TepPOMHEN C TAKOM YMUTEPCKOM KU3HbI0 — 3TO [IeHCTBUTEIHHO
3aCTaBlIsIeT OKPYZKAIIKX JIF0TO 3aBUA0BATE.

Bocmonbs30BaBIIMCh, MOMEHTOM, KOTTIa HY2KHO OBIJIO ITOATh Yaii, OHA YCKOJIb3HYJa Ha 3alHU IBOP.
Tam ee yxke xKmaju, 4TOObI OTBECTH B YeIWHEHHBIH MABUILOH ¥ COOOIIUTE, YTO MPUHIIECCA IIPUMET ee
BEYEPOM.

Korma 3axrmuck ¢poHapu, npuHIilecca FOHbaHb HaKOHeI MosiBUAach nepen fAH Tao. OHa Ovlyla B TOM
JKe OCJIETUTEIbHOM KpPaCHOM IiaThe. OT BRIIUTOTO BUHA HA €€ HeXXHOU KOXKe IIPOCTYIUJI JIeTKUAN
PyMsIHEN, a BllaXKHBIE TJla3a CMOTPENHU IMTyO0KO U MPUTAraTenbHo. Eciau Obl Kakou-HUOYOb MyKUKMHA
YBH[IEN ee celiyac, oH Ol TOYHO He yIepKasics.

fu Tao u caMa IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, Kak cepflle ekHyso. Eciu O6bl oHa Oblsla IeBYIIKON, KOTOpPas CYUTaeT
BCEX MYXK4YMH, KpoMe OpaTa, co0auybuM JepbMOM, OblI0 OB CTPAHHO HE 3aMHTEPEeCcOBaThCS TaKOM
KpacoTou. Y Hee ObIIM MMapHU, HO OHA JTu00 Urpajia C HUMH, TO0 ITPOCTO XOTesa Pa3Biieys s,
Cepbe3HOr0 YYBCTBA He OBIJIO HU K KOMY. A BOT C MMOAPYTraMHU, XOTh OTHOIIEHHUS U He IIUINCH [OJTO,
OHa OBlJTa HCKPEeHHEH.



Omnako, BcmoMHUB 0 CucTeMe u 0 OpaTe, OHA TYT XKe OTOTHAJa 3TH MBICIH. fH Tao CroKO#HO
TIOAHSIACh U TOKJIOHUIACh:

— IIpuBeTCTBYIO IPUHLIECCY.

[Tpunnecca KOHbaHb XUXUKHYIA, OTCTPAHUIIa CITyKaHKY, KOTOpas ee IofAaepKuBala, 1, He
o0opaymnBasich, MaxHyJla PyKOM:

— BrI Bce cBOOOTIHEL.

Ona s1BHO He ObIJIa TAaKOM HaMBHOM, KaK Ka3aJIoCh Ha IIePBLIM B3TJIAM. B Hell 4yBCTBOBajach

BJIACTHOCTh — CTOMJIO €M OTHATh IIPpHKa3, KaK CIIY2KaHKX MI'HOBEHHO MCYe3JIh, HEe CMesd IIPOU3HECTH
HH CJIOBa BO3pPazKEHU.

A Tao ¢ uHTepecoM Habmomana 3a 3TUM. [10X0xKe, IPUHIIECCA He M03BOIKIA Ce6s OOypaduTh
TAKOMY HHUYTOXKECTBY, Kak JIto CsH. [IpuHIIecca, cjerka mouaTeBasiCh, MOHOIIIa K KaMEHHOMY
CTOJIy, CeJla U C yJIBIOKOM TOCMOTpesIa Ha TOCThIO:

— 3HAUUT, TH U ecThb JIu Mai.

— Ia.

— ThI COBCEM He II0X0XKa Ha Ty, KOTO 5 cebe IIpeacCTaBiidila, — IIPHUHIECCa CMOTPEJIa Ha Hee
3aTyMaHEHHEIM B3TJIA00M.

fu Tao moHKMMarsa, 4YTO OHa uMeeT B BUAy. KoHeuHO, He noxoxka. OHu ¢ JIu Masii — mrogu U3 pa3HbIX
MupoB. To, 4To Morna caenaTs JIu Maii, Morjia coenath ¥ OHa, HO MHOTHE BeIlld, KOTOPHIE IO CUITY
du Tao, JIu Ma#i HuKorga Ol He OCHJIHUJIA.

— JIu Maii HU4eM He OTJIMYaeTCs OT TOU, KOTro BB IIpeACTaBIsiin, — B3goxHyna A1 Tao. — Ho g —
opyras.
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