Llu My TepmeTh He MOT IIepeofieBaThCs B JKEHCKOE IJIaThe, HO JOBOJILHO OBICTPO OCO3HAJ, YTO
conpotuBnaThcs AH Tao 6ecnonesHo.

B ero npencraBneHuy KeHITMHEL ObIIN CYIeCTBAMHU, KOTOPHIE ITOCTIe 0TKa3a JOJIKHEL JIUIIb [IJTaKaTh,
HO HUKaK He IepeunTh MyxkunHe. OgHako A Tao, monyduB 0TKa3, Jaxe He 3aAyMbIBajach 0 €ro
MHEHUYM — OHa IIPOCTO MpefnoYnTasa BEPYOUTh ero U 3aTallluTh B TOPOA Ha Ijiede.

YToOhI He TPeBPATUTLCS B 6echopMeHHbIH MelnoK, [u My npuiinoch CMUPEHHO IPUHATH KEHCKUH
Hapsag. K cyacTeio, mocie gonrux yroBopos fAH Tao cornacuniach Ha €ro IpeajioXXeHne BOUTU B TOPOS
107l PyKy — B KOHIle KOHIIOB, eC/ii OBl OHa IOTallulIa ero Ha cebe, 9TO MPUBJIEKIIO OBl CIUIIKOM
MHOTO BHUMAaHHUS, a JIUIITHKE T'JIa3a UM ObIIM HU K YeMy.

Tak unu WHaye, IPeONoJieB BCe TPYIHOCTH, OHM 6JIar0IO0TyYHO HoOpauch I0 ropofa u
OCTaHOBUWINCH B IIOCTOSAJIOM fABope. fH Tao pa3soxuia Beiy, Benesna Llu My nexaTs CMUPHO U
IIPUTBOPSITECS OOIBHBIM, @ CaMa OTIIPaBUIACh K MIPUCTAHU pa3y3HaTh 0 KOPa0IsaxX ¥ 3a0JHO KYIIUTh
HeoOxXomuMoe.

BepHyBIKCh, OHa yBULEJA, YTO B X0OJIJIe KTO-TO OecenyeT ¢ X035IMHOM T'OCTUHUIILI, HO He IIpuasa
aToMy 3HaudeHHUs. [Ipouns IpsMo B HOMeD, OHA 3aKphljia [IBepb U, CEB Ha Kpall KpoBaTH, ToNKHyna Lu
My:

— Tw1 criumib?
LIz My xoTen OBIJIO TPUTBOPUTHCS CIISILIIUM U TPOUTHOPUPOBATD €€, IIPONOJIZKas JIekKaTh

HETIOABUKHO, HO B CJIeAyIOIIyIo ceKyHay fH Tao mOTsHyMach K ero opexpae. TyT yK OH He BhiepkKall
1, IOKpaCHEB, ITIepexXBaTUl e€ PyKy:

— YTo0 TH menaeninb?!

— Yero ucnyrancs? [IoMeHsI10 IOBA3KY Ha paHaX, UJIA TH caM ClipaBUIlbCA? — AH Tao 3akaTuiia
rJla3a ¥ OTCTPaHUIIa ero PyKy. — XOpOIIo, YTO Y MeHs ¢ co00 ObUIM 3aKUBJISIONINE Ma3y, He
npuunock 6eraTh IO anTekaM, a TO JIUIIHSAS MOPOKa.

Iy My mocnemHo BEIIAJIAT:

— 4 cam!

[Tony4yuB OT He€ Ma3b ¥ OMHTHI, OH NIPUHSJICA XKOAaTh, IOKA OHa OTOMAET K OKHY, HO AH Tao u He
IoyMaJjla BEIXOOUTH U3 KOMHATH. OH He BhIIepKaj U II03BaJl e€:

— [ToueMy THI BCE eIll€ 37eCh?

— IloToMy 4TO 51 CHSINIa TOJIBKO OOHY KOMHATYy, — HEBO3MYTUMO oTBeTusa fAu Tao. — U celyac
COBCeM He BpeMs yKUHATh.

— 4ro, opHa KoMHaTa?! — nuno Llu My nepeMenusnocs. — Kak Thl MOXKelllb... Kak THl MOXKelllb...



Tebe uTO, COBCEM IJIEBATh Ha CBOIO PEMyTalluio?!

— Penytauuio? — ycMexHyach OHa. — ECIM Tl IPOMOJIYUIIG U S IIPOMOJIYY, HUKTO U He y3HaeT. A
€CJIU KTO-TO IIpo0OJITaeTCs... — OHa Pe3K0 00epHyIach U CBUPEIO yCTaBWIach Ha Hero. — To g Ipumy
K TBOEMY [IOMY U yOaBJIIOCh ¥ BOPOT! M BCce TBOUM POJHEIE Y3HAIOT, YTO THl — MOMJIEI], JOBEOLINN 0
CMepTHU CBOIO CIIACUTEJIbHUILY!

Ort eé negsgHoro B3rnsga Llu My npobpasna gpoxs. OH XKMBO NpefiCcTaBUll cebe peakKIuio 0TIa, eCu
TOT Y3HAET O 1Mofmo0HOM cKaHpasne... Ero ke xKuBbeM 3akonaloT! OH MOoCIenHo 3a00pMoTar:

— {1 He ckaxy, 1 He ckaxy! KJIgHyCh, HU CJI0Ba He IPOPOHIO!

— OT1nu4HoO.

Ha camowm mene AH Tao Ovino meBaTh, CTaHET OH 6onTaTh Unu HeT. Ecnu 061 Ly My pemusncs Ha
Takoe, oHa Obl 6e3 KonebaHul 3aiepxKajach B TOPOAe MOJOJIbINe, Hallljla CItocod yOUThL ero u
OYEpPHUTH €ro UM TakK, YTOObI HUKTO He IIOBEPUJ HU eIUHOMY €ro CJIOBY. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HUKTO He
CMeeT IOPOYHUTh penyTranuto JIu Maii, Beb oHa Oblyia aOCOJIIOTHO HEBUHOBHA.

OHa CHOBa OTBEPHYJIACE.

— [IBe OmWHOKME KEHIIWHELI B OOHOM KOMHATe — YTO B 9TOM CTPAHHOTO0? THI CITUIIKOM YK
BIevyaTnuTenieH. Korga s pemuna Te0s CIIacTH, S y2Ke IIOCTAaBUIIa Ha KOH CBOIO XKU3Hb. Ecyu 5 He
6010Ch CMEPTH, TO KaKasi MHE Pa3HUIA [0 PemyTaluu?

Ycnrimas ato, Llu My 3acTein. dH Tao npousHecia 3TU cj1oBa OyIHUYHO, HO OHU BOH3UJIUCH B €T0
cepale, CIOBHO OCTPHIYA Med. XOTSI OH BeUHO JKaJloBaJICAd Ha €€ BJIACTHHIN HpPaB U MOCTOSHHEIE
YHUXKEHUS, OH He MOT He IPU3HAaTh: XKeHIIWHA, PellIUBIIasicd CIaCTU ero, KOraa Ha Hero Bejach
0XO0Ta, COBEPIIKJIA KpaiiHe PUCKOBAHHBIM IMOCTYIOK. B rmy6uHe mymu oH OblT OarogapeH e, nHa4e
He I03B0JIUI OB TaK COO0OU KOMaHIOBATh.

K Tomy ke, mericTBus Adu Tao ObIIU MONE3HE! Oy UX 0011ero Aena... [IogaBuB pa3fmpaXkeHue, OH
HUCKPEHHE IIPOU3HEC:

— Cmacu6o0, 4To cracia MeHs. 9 o0sg3aTenbHO OTIIauy Tebe B OyayiieM.

1 Tao KuBHYyNaA:
— Xopoto, s 6yny XKOoaTh.
[ITyTka mu, ecnu OBl OHa HE PaCCYUTHIBANIa Ha Harpaly, TO HYU 3a YTO He CTajia OBl TPATUThH CTOJIBKO

CHJI Ha ero craceHnue!

Korga Ilu My 3akoH4uN C epeBsi3Ko, AH Tao 3axria cBedy, COXKIla CTapble OMHTEI, CMeJla IeTmen
1107 KpOBaTh, a 3aTeM MofHsta Llu My u 3acTaBuiia ero YYUThCS XOOUTh IPUXPaMBIBasi, YTOOHI
CKPHITH PaHy Ha MOSICHULE.



— Kro T8I Takas? — [lu My, onupasich Ha MPUHECEHHBIN €10 MOCOX, MEIJIEHHO BHIIIIATUBAI 110
KOMHaTe. — ThHI 3Haelllb MeHs, Cltacja MeHs, y Te0st Ha BCE eCTh IjlaH... — K ToMy ke, oHa Obla
COBepIIeHHO OeCCTPAIITHON, a eé cuia mopaxasia. OH MOYTH TOTOB OBIIT TOBEPUTH, YTO OHA — TAWHBIN
TEJIOXPAaHUTEIh U3 KaKOr0-HUOYOh 3HATHOTO IOMa.

An Tao HaME€pPEeHHO BhEIIEPZKaJlla IIay3y, d 3aTeéM OTBETHJIa BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC:

— 4 eny B cTomuily, 9TOOH HAUTH MyKa ¥ MOTPe6oBaTh Pa3BOAHYIO I'paMoTy. [lepen oThe300M 5
HaBeJla CIIPaBKU O BIUSTENBHEIX JTIOAIX, BKITI0Yast TBOETO OTIIA, HAlesICh, YTO CMOTY 00PaTUThCS K
HEMY 3a IIOMOIILIO.

B aTo# ucTOpuU cTaphii reHepan Ly OblT 4elT0BeKOM KpaliHe YeCTHHIM U I10JIb30BasICs O0IbIINM
BECOM IIPH OBOPE, TaK YTO OH MEHCTBUTEIbHO OBI JIYYIINM KaHOUAATOM [js xkanob. OnHako A Tao
He ObIJIa JypoM: B OM reHepasa, Kak ¥ K IPYTMM CaHOBHHKAM, IIOMACTh He TaK-TO MPOCTO. B 3Ty
3M0XY He OBIJIO CIIPaBeJIMBHIX CyHei, TOTOBBIX Pa30MPaThCS B CEMEMHBIX APSI3rax MPOCTOJIIOOUHOB, a
BOT criacenue 1u My memnasno BCE IOTUYHBIM U 000CHOBAHHBIM.

Haxe ecnu 6b LIy My ymep 1o gopore, OHa MOTJIa OBl SIBUTHCS B IOM T'eHepajia oM MPeaioroM
Tiepeiauy BeCTe — chesika B M060M ciaydae Obia 6ecipourprinrHoi. Tem 6omee, Llu My He ycmen
el HaCOJIUTh, TAK YTO OHA OBITIa He IIPOTHUB OKa3aTh eMY YCIIYTY.

— IToyeMy THI X0YeIlTh pa3Bofia? — OCTOPOXKHO crpocun Ll My. ITo ero MHEHMIO, TaKas XKEHITMHA —
HeKpacuBas U cBUpemnasi — Obljla HaCTOSIIUM UCIBITAHUEM [JIs JTI000T0 MYKYUHbI, KOTOPHIH
pemmics 6bl Ha Helt xkeHUThCs! Ho, ycrbiiiaB 0 pa3Bofie, OH HEBOJIBHO MIPOHUKCS K Hel XKaJl0CThIO:
KaK JKeHIWHa OyIoeT XKUTb OJHA II0CJIe TOTO0, KaK MyX €€ BHICTaBUT?

XOTs... TOYEeMY-TO Ka3ajioCh, UTO 9Ta KEHIWHA ¥ OfHA TPOKUBET IpeKpacHo. Llu My 6Gpocurn Ha Heé
KOCO# B3TJISI], CKpeXKella 3y6aMu OT 3TOH MBICTIH.

— O, 0oH HeJaBHO cHas 9K3aMeHH Ha 3BaHNE YXyaHbI0aHs, He BEPHYJICS JOMOU, U, TOBOPAT,
JKeHUJICS Ha NIPUHIlecce, — CIIOKOWHO oTBeTuNa AH Tao. — Pa3 Tak, MHe He3aueM 0CTaBaThCs B €T0
IOMe, BOT g U pelllnjia HauTHU ero.

— Yro? Trl xKeHa JTio Csina?! — Oymyuu corepHUKOM B 1Tio0BH, Llu My cpa3y gorapasncsi, 0 KOM UOeT
peub. — On xkenuncsa? Kak on mor... Kak on mor!

— A nouemy Ovl 1 HeT? OH OB M3 TAaKOM HUILETH], KTO U3 BaC 3HAJI 0 MOEM CYIIIeCTBOBAaHUU? — fAH
Tao xomonHO ycMexHynack. K Tomy ke, JIto CsiH Bcerga oTHOCUIICA K JIu Maii Kak K CllyXKaHKe WU
maxke co0ake, KOrma OH BOOOIIe cUuTal eé xkKeHou?! — BopouyeMm, 9To He eIMHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA,
Io4YeMy MHe HyKHa rpamoTa.

— Yo emée? — ceppte Llu My 65110 B cMsiTeHnu. OH 100U IPUHIIECCY MHOTO JIET, HO OHA BHIIIIA
3aMyX 3a MOJIOOTO YXyaHBI0aHs, U OH CMAPEHHO [T0XKeJIal ed c4acThd... Ho Kak 0Ha MOria BEIUTH
3a TAKOT0 IIOJOHKa!



— 4 xouy pebenka, a JIio CsH He crmocobeH ero 3a4aTth. [IyCTh OH JacT MHE Pa3BoOf, ST HAUOY OPYTOro
MYXKYHUHY.

Ha camoMm mene f1H Tao TepmeTs He MOTJIa IeTel U He cobupasach UX 3aBOAUTE, HO pagu JIu Mai oHa
C pafoCThIO OTIOBECTUT BECh MUP O MYKCKOU HECOCTOSATeNbHOCTH JI0o CaHa!

XM, a Korga OHUu BCTPETHATCs, OHA HE IIPOYb 6y11eT «IIOMOYb» €My CTaTh KMIIOTEHTOM OKOHYATEJILHO.
An Tao ImogyMarila, 4TO el CTOUT KYIIUTh MaJIEHBEKHE€ HOXKHUIIHI.

— Y-yT0?! — Ilu My okoHuYaTenpHO onemui. Y JIto CsiHa Majo TOr0 YTO eCTh K€eHa, Tak ellle 1
CKpHITHIY Hepyr?! OH... IpUHIecca...

OH 3acThl Ha MecTe. MHGopMaIuy ObII0 CIUIIIKOM MHOTO, €T0 pa3yM OTKa3bkIBaJICs 3TO
IIepeBapUBaTh.

fu Tao ke, He oOpalllas BHUMAHUS, CIIYCTHUIIACh BHU3, TIOMIPOCHUJIA CITyTY IIPUHECTH e[bl U ellle OIHO
omeso.

Beuepowm, nocnie ymeiBanus, Llu My HaoTpe3 oTKa3ascs cnaTh ¢ AH Tao Ha OOHOM KPOBaTH W,
TIOKpacCHeB, OTpeboBasl OCTENUTEL eMy Ha nony. fIH Tao He cTajla C HUM CIIOPUTh, IPOCTO TOJIKHYIIA
€ero Bri1y0b KpOBaTH:

— M&I Ke He 1o OOHUM OfesisioM. 4 He IIPOTHUB, YET0 Thl CTECHSEIILCA?

['oBOPSI Tak, OHA BCIIOMHUJIA CBOETO OpaTa. 3a rpaHuIlel TI0au KUBYT ropasmgo OuxKe APYT K APYTY,
¥ MHOTTa, eC/I eX He CIaJioCh, OHa MOorJia B JII000M MOMEHT npubexarth K JdH JITHIO ¢ TOTYIIKOU.
Bpart 6epexkHo 00HUMAN €€ U 1ej KOasl0eIbHble — OH OB TAKUM HEeXKHBIM ¥ OOPBIM, CaMBbIM
ay4duuM OpaToM Ha CBeTe.

BcnomuuB 4H JIsHa u B3raaHyB Ha Llu My, 91 Tao nouyBcTBoBasa K HeMy ellle OOJIBIIYI0 HEIIPUA3Hb.
Ona GecriepeMOHHO 3aMOTaJla ero B OflesyI0 U IIpuKaia K caMo# CTeHe.

— 3aTkHuCh u cru! A He TO BRIPYOI0! Eciu KTO-TO TpobepeTcst B KOMHATY IIOCPEHU HOYH, 5 He
cobupalochk KapaynuTb. PacTpenu BonoCkl, YTOOH He OBLIO TIOM03PEHUN.

Cama oHa yleriacek C Kpalo, 3aBEePHYBIIUCE B 0€AJI0, CZKUMad B PyKe KHHZXKall.

[Touemy y He€ cTONMBKO cunbl?! Y MaHepH COBCeM He JKeHCKHe, ckopee Myxckue! [lu My, BHe3anHO
IIPUKATHI K CTEHe, YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s Xxyxke Hekyna. OH He MOT HU CTONKHYTh dH Tao ¢ KpoBaTu, HU
COMHEeBaThCS B TOM, UTO OHa CIoco0Ha ero BHIPyOuTh. EMy OCTaBasioch UMb CXKAThCA B KOMOK,
3aKpHITH I'JIa3a U IPUTBOPUTHCS MEPTBEIM, Pa3MHBIIIIASA O TOM, UTO XKeHUTh0a JIto CsHa Ha IpuHIlecce
Teleph KaXKeTCs BIIOJIHE TOHATHOM... Eciu Ob 9T0 OBlna ero KeHa, OH Obl HeMe[[JIEHHO ITOTTPOCUIICS
o0paTHO Ha rpaHuIly, IpudeM 0e3 Hee!
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