fu Tao cpeny HOUM IMOKKMHYJIA IePEBHIO U ITENIKOM mobpasack oo Omuxkaiiiero ropogka. Ha Te kpoxu
IeHer, 4To ObIIM IPY Hel, OHA KyIIuja OJeXIy U CHsJIa KOMHATY B ITOCTOSIJIOM [BOpe. IToyKK1HaB,
OHa JIerJia Ha KpOBaTh M, IPHUKPEIB I'JIa3a, MEICJIEHHO oOpaTunack K CucTeMe:

— Paccka3srmiBaii, ueM MOzKelllb MHe IIOMOYb?

CucreMa paccMmesinach:
— A s yX gyMmarna, Thl He CTaHeIllb IPOCUTh O TIOMOIIIH.

fu Tao obmapmana CrtocOOHOCTSIMU U IeMiCTBOBAJIa BECbMa PEIIUTENIbHO, 4T0, 6€3yCII0BHO, YCTPauBaso
Cuctemy. OgHAKO CEpIle Y MeBYLUIKK ObIIO CIMIIKOM YE€PCTBEIM, ¥ PAHO UM ITO3THO 9TO JOJIKHO
OBIJIO TPUHECTH ¥ HEeMPUATHOCTH. MU3MuiIHssS Jo00poTa — MOPOK, HO ¥ Ype3MepHas XKeCTOKOCTh —
Toxke. KTo 3HaeT, Korfa 9Ta 37ofeiika 0CO3HaeT ION00HY0 HCTHHY?

IeBymrka Obllla HACTOJIBKO TOPAOM ¥ BEICOKOMEpHOM, yTo CucTeMa OXKuiana OT Hee
CaMOCTOSITEIbHEIX eicTBUY 0e3 NUIIHUX BOMPOCOB. Ho Temeps, Cymds 1Mo BCeMy, HOTOBOPUTLCS C Hel
OBLIO HE TaK YK CJI0XKHO:

— A 1o cama? YUTo nyiaHUpYyeIb geflaTh gajiblie?

— ThI Ke cKa3aja, Mo 3afiladya — B POJIU 3JI0AEUKHU 3aCTaBUTh 3Ty UCTOPUIO IIPOAOJIXKATLCS, — AH
Tao npunomHua ciaosa CucteMsl. — [1o MoeMy 3aMEICTTy, 5, pa3yMeeTCsl, OTIPaB/IOCh B CTOJIUIY U
pas3obmayuy Bc€, uTo HaTBOpU JIto Can! M yk ToOuHO He coOMpaloch OeTUTh MyKa C KaKOK-TO TaM
npuHIileccoi. CIUIIKOM MHOTO YECTH AT HEro!

B eé riasax Bce MyKYMHBI 3TOTO MUpPa, KpoMme OpaTa, OBUIM OTBPATUTENbHEI, 0COOeHHO B [IpeBHEM
Kutae. [0 peBOIONINY — HAJIOXKHHUIIE, TIOCJIE — CBOOOMHAS TI000BE C IIPeIaTeIbCTBOM IIEPBLIX 2KEH,
B COBPeMeHHOM 0011ecTBe — OeCKOHeYHas yepena Mo00BHUL. Ecnu y MyKYUHBL €CTh I€HbI'U U
BJIACThb, PACCYUTHIBATh Ha €T0 BEPHOCTH XKeHe MOXKHO OBIJIO pPa3Be YTO B pOMaHax.

VIMeHHO [T03TOMY OHa HUKOTTIa He Iucaja JI000BHBEIX POMaHOB Ha INTEPATYPHEIX IIOpTajiaXx — 3a4eM
TPATUTh BPeMs Ha OeCCMEICIIeHHBIE (haHTa3uun? ['epOMHN TaKUX UCTOPUH, faxe eCiu UX Hafemsniu
He3eMHBIM CUSIHHEeM, ObUIH KalKUMU CO3[aHUSIMHU, HECIIOCOOHBIMU IPOKUTE 63 MyKYUHEL U JTI00BH.
fAu Tao TepneTh He Morja nopobHbe cloxeThl. CaMa OHa He Obljla TOM [EeBYIIKOM, YTO HYKOAeTCI B
MYKCKOU OIIOpe, ¥ He Haxo#usia o0Iiero s3bka CO CBEPCTHUI[AMY, II09TOMY Apy3el y Heé He OBLIO.
Brpouewm, 6ygyuu cecTpoi, Ojisi KOTOPOH OpaT 3aHKMMaJl OJIOBUHY KU3HU, OHa HUKOTHa 00 3TOM He
Xasersa.

CucTteMa HaBHO JOoTafaiach O €€ MBICHISX U HEBO3MYTHMO IIPOOOJIZKHUIIA:

— 4 He crany MemaTh Tebe. Kak 5 y2Ke roBopuiia, MHE HY2KHO JIMIIIb, YTOOL UCTOPHS ABUTAJIACh
manblie. A Kakoii y Heé OymeT puHam — HeBaXXHO. JTO B KHUTAX AENSAT Ha CUACT/IUBHIE U TIeYaJIbHEIE
KOHIIOBKH, B PeasIbHOCTH 3Ke BCE WHaye. Pa3 yxK THI peluia Tak MOCTYIHUTh, JeHCTBYH.

— ...Xoporino, — du Tao Tep3anu comHeHusi. OHa JaBHO YyBCTBOBaja, 4To CucTteMa — He 00bIYHAS
IporpaMma, a Tenepb yoeauaach B 3TOM OKOHYATENIbHO. Y He€ CJI0OBHO He OBbIJI0 HUKAKOW LIeNi, HO



IIPU 3TOM OHa yIIpaBiisiiia BCEM IPOUCXOAAMUM. [laB Hayaao UCTOPUY, OHA yXKe IIPOJIoXKUIa IyTh
Bepen. M xoTs mo cux mop CucTeMa He MPOsIBYIa HUKAKOM CHJIBI, KaK OHA MOTjia OBITh ITPOCTOH,
€CITH CyMeJia IIePeHeCTH e€ U3 OOHOTO MUpa B PyTou?

Ecnu Owl ucTOpus OblyIa TAKOM MyCTSIKOBOM, 3a4eM 37eCh 3j107etika? Benpb 37ofielika — 3TO caMa 110
cebe mBUXKYyIas cunia cioxeta! KoHeuHo, dallle BCET0 OHa HallpaBjieHa MPOTUB TJIaBHOW TepOUHU. AH
Tao He 00513aTENTbHO MCIBITHIBAIA CUMIIATHIO K T€POMHSIM, HO U BPeIUTh UM He cobupaach — e
00JbIlle HPABUIIOCH CTABUTH HAa MECTO MYKYHUH.

— B 910l ucTopuu Tebe He CTOUT OECIIOKOUTLCS O HeHbrax, efe, ogex e Uil JIeKapCTBaX, —
npomoikuia CucreMa. — JTO camoe He00X0IUMOe, HO M caMoe MPocToe B moOwrue. fH Tao Obita
yBepeHa, YTO CIIPABUTCS caMa, HO pa3 CucTtemMa X04eT COKOHOMUTH ed BpeMsi, OHa He CTaHeT
BO3paxKaTh. — THI TAKXKE MOXKEIIb CIIPAIIMBATE MEHS 00 OTHOIIEHUSIX MEXKMOY TIOIbMH, KOTOPBIX
BCTPETHIIb, HO €CJIU He CIIPOCHUIIL — 5 He CKaxy. B o61ieM, Bcé Tak. Ha camoMm fiene asist TeOs B 3TOM
WCTOPUHU HET HUKAKUX TPYIHOCTEHN, TaK YTO CMeJI0 OEepHCh 3a [eno.

— OrnuyHo, — 4H Tao ToXe cuuTasna, YTO UCTOPHUS MJOBOILHO IIPOCTA, ¥ PA3MBIIIsAIA, KaKOK puHam
[IJIST 3TOTO MOMIOHKA-YXKyaHbloaHs IIPUYUHUT eMy OoJbllle cTpaganuit. — Torma gayt MHe JieHeT, 5
X04y HaHSATh KapeTy U OTIIPABUTHCS B IIyTk.

Bckope y He€ B pyKax oKa3aJics Kolenb ¢ cepebpoM. CucteMa He CTana MEJIOUUTLCS WU
TIOJICOBBLIBATH CTPAHHEIE OTPOMHBIE BEKCEJIsI, KOTOPHEIe MOKHO OOHAIMYUTh TOJIBKO B OOJIBIIINX
ropogax. {du Tao mpunpsitana cepedpo ¥, HEMHOTO OTHOXHYB, OTIIPABUIACh IIOKYIATh PyMsHa U
IyOpy, YTOOB XOTh KAaK-TO MMPUYKPACUTH CBOE OORIYHOE, HUYEM He MPUMedaTeIbHOe JIUIIO.

Ona OblyTa KpacaBHIled OT ITPUPOMLI, ¥ C CAMOT'0 JeTCTBA CJIbIIIAJIA JIIIE ITOXBAJILI CBOEH BHEILTHOCTH,
maxke He 3Has, YTO Takoe OBITh HeKpacuBoM. fH JISHL KaXKOBIH JeHb OCHIIIa] €€ JTJaCKOBLIMU CJIOBAMH,
Ha3bIBasl TO CBOEM KpacaBUIlel, TO IIPUHIIECCOM, 1 n36asoBa e€é HaCTOJIbKO, UYTO YBEPEHHOCTD B cebe
6usna yepes Kpaii. OHa He TOJILKO He CYKTasia CBOIO KpacoTy 6y1aroM, HO IOPOii Jaxe pa3fapaxKaacs,
KOT[Ia €€ sSipKas BHEIIHOCTh IPUHOCUIIA JTUIITHIE HETTPUSITHOCTH.

Ecnu mogymats, €€ xapakTep ObIJT Hepa3pHIBHO CBsI3aH ¢ OpaToM. [ Heé AH JIsTHb, KOTOPHIX OBLI
BCET0 Ha HECKOJIbKO JIET CTapllle, HUYeM He OT/indascs oT oTia. OHa ciylnanaach ero BO BCEM, a OH
BCerfa yBaxaJl MHEHHE CEeCTPH ¥ HUKOTla He OTHOCHUJICS K Hell IPeB35TO U3-3a BO3pacTa Uu IIoJa.
OH OBITT HEXKEH, TEPIEJIUB U Ype3MepHO 0asioBasl e€: eClid CecTpa MOCTynaja NPaBUIbHO — XBaJIUII,
ecyu ommbanach — 00BSICHS CYTh [Iefla U MOOUIPsi monpoboBaTh CHOBa. Kopoue roBopsi, 3a BCIO
XKU3HD fH JI9Hb I0YTH He CKa3all ed Pe3Koro CJIoBa.

[Tostomy Au Tao Gbina yBepeHa B cebe, 4To OBl OHa HU fenaia, ¥ He 6osiach HaUMHATH 3aHOBO. Ho
CO BpeMeHeM OHa IlepecTaa IPUCIyIUBaThCS K KoMy-1ub0, KpoMe OpaTa, a e€ B3TJAn Ha
OKPY2KaloLIuX Hayasl IpeBpallaThCs B BHICOKOMEpHE.

Cama f1u Tao atoro He 3aMedasna. OHa JTUIIL B3[OXHYIA, TTISIAS B 3€PKaj0 HA YyXKoe JIUIO, U
IoyMaJia, YTO BCE-TAaKu OHA MEeBYIIKA M BCErfla X0YeT BRITJIAAeTh KpacuBo. C HaI0XKEHHBIM TPUMOM
JIUIIO eIlé MOXKHO OBITIO TepIeTh, a 6€3 Hero — MPOCTO JKaJIKoe 3pesuine. B cymHoCcTH, BLIOOD



Y2XKYaHBIOAHA B IIOJIB3Y IIPUHIIECCHI OBLJI IIOHSITEH: KTO 3aX04YeT I10CJIe IIOJIy49EeHHUA BBICOKOM
JOJIZKHOCTH BO3BPAIIATHCA K 9TOU cep0171 MBHIIIH, Y KOTOpOfI HEeT HHA OJHOT'0 OCTOMHCTBA?

OJIHaKO, COBEPIIUB ITIOCTYIIOK, HYy2KHO UMETh MY2K€CTBO HECTH 3d HETO OTBETCTBEHHOCTL. B
OTHOLIEHWHU TAaKUX MY2KYUH Au Tao HUKOTOA HE IIPOsABIIAIa 2KaJIOCTH.

OTmoXHYB IeHb Ha IIOCTOSITIOM BOPE, Ha CJIefyIolllee YTPO OHA HaHsJIA KapeTy Oo OnukKamiiero
ropofa, OTKyaa cobupaach MPOOOIKUTE IYTh IO BOfE M0 caMoi CcTomuIilbl. OOHSIB y3€ll C BellaMH,
OHa CcHfella B KapeTe, MOTPyXkasiCh B MOIyAPeMy — OObIYHAs OBO3KA TPSICIIACh TAaK, YTO YCUAETh HA
MeCTe MOXKHO OBIJIO MHINE G1arogaps e€ HaBhIKaM 00EBBIX UCKYCCTB.

BHe3amnHo pa3manock pKaHUe JIOIIaAy, ¥ KapeTa Pe3K0 OCTaHOBUIIaCh. YXBATHUBIINUCH 3a CUAEHbE,
yTOOBI He yacTh, AH Tao OTKphIa I'Jla3a U CIIPOCHUIA:

— Yto cny4yunocs?

— 9T0... TOCII0XKa, TaM YeJIoBeK... — T'0JI0C Kydepa [pozKaj OT YOUBIIEHHS U CTpaxa. [I04yBCTBOBaB
HesagHoe, f1H Tao OTKMHYJIA 3aHABECKY U BBHITJISIHYJIa HApPYXKYy: MOCPENU OOPOTH JiexKall YeJIOBEK, BECh
B KPOBH, ITperpaxmaas IyTh TOBO3Ke.

B mpyroe Bpems A1 Tao He cTana OB BMEIIMBATLCSA B IIOJ00HbBIE IPOUCIIECTBUS ¥ IIPOCTO IIPUKa3aia
OBl Kyuepy yopaTh Teno. Ho BCIOMHUB, UTO HaXOOUTCS B MUPE, IOX0KEM Ha POMaH, U CTPaHHEIE
cnoBa CuCTeMBI, OHA 3aMOf03PHUIA, YTO 3TOT YeJI0BEK MOXKET OhITh He TaK IMPOCT. BRIIPHITHYB U3
KapeTsl, OHa Cellajia HeCKOJIBKO IIIaroB K OKPOBABJIEHHOMY HEe3HaKOMIly, HaMepeBasiCh PaCCMOTPETH
€ero.

— JT0... TOCIIOXKaA, BHL...? — Ky4Yep HCIyTaNcs. Buas, 4To OHa ofieTa KaK 3aMyXkKHsIsI KEHIIUHA U
IyTEIIeCTByeT OfIHA, OH BCIO JOPOTY GOSIJICS [axXe NUIIHEe CII0BO CKa3aTh. A TYT TaKas MPHITh: OHA
He TOJIBKO He HCIIyTanach, HO U II0JIe3/Ia IPOBEPSTh YeI0BEKa.

Eciu oH XKUB — elrle TagHo, a eciu MepTB? Kydep comporHymcs, rsas Ha AH Tao ¢ emle 60nbImuM
HEIOyMEHUEM.

fAu Tao ObLIO II7IEBATH, YTO OH AyMaeT. OHa IepeBepHYyJia YyejloBeKa Ha CIIMHY U, BEITEPEB ero JIUIO
KpaeM OfleK[bl, IPUIIOMHUIIA CI0XKeT, IpefocTaBieHHbd CucTteMon. OKa3anoch, 4TO 3TO BOBCE He
OOBIYHBIM CTATUCT. [la 9TO Xe ChIH BeNuKoro reHepana-3allluTHIKA TOCYyIapCTBa, BEPHLIM MTOKJIOHHUK
IIPUHIIECCH], TO €CTh — BTOPOM I'JIaBHEIU Iepou!

Bcé BepHO, B 3TOM GaHa/bHOM CIOXKETe, I'le YKyaHbloaHb OpocaeT XKeHY pafy IPUHIECCH], OB U
BTOPO repoit. ITpocTo oH OB HACTOILKO He3aMeTeH, YTO ero 4acTo UTHOPUPOBaIK. MMmepaTop cam
ycTpous Opak MPUHIIECCH, He 0OCTAaBUB €My IIpaBa rojoca. JIUIIb Mocye MOMOJIBKY YIIOMUHAIOCh, YTO
CBIH TeHepaJsia JaBHO OBl BI0OIeH B IPUHIIECCY, @ B eHb CBaAbObI OH HATIMIICS U YMOJIS TJIaBHOTO
reposi 6epeds e€, XOTs IPHUHIIECCa, BEPOSITHO, MaXke He 3Haja, KTO OH TAaKOW. ITO OBIIO HYKHO JIHIIh
[I7IsI TOT0, YTOOBI IIOMYEPKHYTh MPEBOCXOCTBO MO/JIeNa-YXKyaHbIOAaHs ¥ II0Ka3aTh, YTO IIaBHAS
TepOMHS BCE elnle BocTpeOoBaHa.



XOTsI KaK BTOPOH Tepoi OH ObLI TUIHYHEIM MYLIIEYHEIM MSCOM, €r0 THYHOCTb MOTJIa IPUTONUThCS. H
Tao ocMoTpesna ero u 3aMeTuiIa paHy OT Hoxa B 60Ky. KpoBb He IlepecTaBajia Teub, U, CyOs IO
BCEMY, OH TIOTEPSIJI CO3HAHUE OT OOJIBIION MOTEPH KPOBH. YeI0oBEeK He MOT IOSIBUTHCS 3[€Ch IPOCTO
TaK, a 3HAYHUT, OH II0MaJI B 06y — HAIIPUMED, ero IpecaenoBaly.

Ona nomeqnuia. Ecnu 651 9T0 OblyIa UTPa, BCTPeda ¢ HUM O03Havasta Obl 3amyCK MOOOYHOT0 KBECTA.
O6oiiTH ero OBLIO JIETKO, HO KTO 3HAET, He JIOBYIIKa 1 3T0 CucteMul? [Topa3MbIC/INB, OHA peLInya
PHUCKHYTE: lajla Ky4epy JeHer, 4TOOH TOT BO3BPAILAJICs Ha3al, a caMa IIOXBaTHJIa MyKYUHY U
HaTIpaBUIach B JIEC.
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