Cnenys momcka3kaM CucteMsl, dH Tao BepHYIach B OM ceMbH JII0 — IIONTypa3BaIKBINYIOCS JIa4yTy.
EnBa mepecTymuB IOPOT OBOPA, OHA YBHUMAeENIa CTOPOIEHHYI0 CTAPyXy C CEOEIMHE BOJIOCAMHU, KOTOPAs
cumesa 1mox HaBecoM U nepedupasa KOp3uHy ¢ 606aMu.

fH Tao, He TTISIAS B €€ CTOPOHY, PEIIUTEILHO HallpaBuiach IPSIMUKOM B JOM, IPOUTHOPHUPOBAB
OKJIUK:

— A-Mboii? A-Moaii! Trl yero BepHynachk? B nose Bce€ mopenana? Ecnu y3Hato, 94To TH Oe3nenbHIYaelllb
— HOT'HY IIepeoMato!

Heyxemnu B 3TOM MUpe /11001 He MOTYT IIPAAYyMaTh OPYIUX YyIPO3, KpoMe Kak IepejoMarh HOru? fH
Tao 3akaTuia ria3a u ¢ TpoxoTOM BOpBajach B KOMHATy. Ha BXofe 0Ha CTOJIKHYJIAaCh CO CTAPUKOM,
KyPUBIIUM TPYOKy. TOT OXHYJI X BEIPyTasCs:

— CMOTpeTh He MOXKelllb, Kyfa npeis? bectonous!

Hy BoT, maxe otel] JIt0, KOTOPBIN, CYOs 110 OMUCaHUI0, ObLT MOAKa6TyYHUKOM, MOT ITOMBIKaTh JIu Mait
Kak xoTes. [TosoxeHune 3TOM KEHIIUHH B loMe OBII0 HuXe Hekyna. AH Tao cuuTana sty
BTOPOCTEIEHHYI0 FePOUHIO JKaJIKOoi, HO 0c000T0 COUYBCTBUS He UCIHITEIBAJA: KAaXKIbIK caM Ky3Hell
cBoell cynbOH. Bynb OHa Ha e€ MecTe, [aBHO OBl Ilepepe3aia BCE 3TO CEMENCTBO U 3aXuja CBOeH
JKU3HBIO — OHa ¥ ofgHa OBl He IIpomana.

OHa Havasa PEIThCS B BelllaX, CoOUpasi BCE XOTh CKOJIbKO-HUOYIb IleHHOe. BIipoueM, IIeHHOTO MOYTH
He HAIIJIOCh: Pafu TOro, YToOk! JIto CsiH MOT YYMTHCS, CEMbS XKUJla B HULIETE. B UTOTe ymanoch
OTHICKATh JIMIIb TOPIIOK C HeHbIaMH, TOe Ha JHEe CHPOT/IUBO JIeXKaIu MeIHble MOHETH ¥ TOPCTKa
cepeOpsiHBIX 00PEe3KOB.

fH Tao BHICHITIaIa AEHbI'U B KOIIEJb U IPUHSIAch epebupaTh ogexnay JIu Mai, HO Bce Hapsgbl
0Ka3a/IMCh TaKMMH XK€ PBAHRIMU U 3allITONAHHBIMY, KaK TOT, YTO OB Ha Hel camor. OT OMHOTO BUA
3TOM PYXJISOU €€ 3aTOIIHUIIO, M OHa Ope3rnuBo Opocumna Bely 06paTHO. B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY,
maTasiCh, BOIIa MaTh JIto U yBugena, Kak 41 Tao MBLIPSET OfeXay Ha IOJI.

— Yro TH TBOpUIL?! C yMa comuta? — Math JIio, ckuMas B pyKe 0aMOYKOBYIO IAJIKY, C SIPOCTHBIM
6reckoM B ria3ax 6pocunach Ha He€. — Ax Twl 6ecTonous! BepHynacs, Heb6oCh, 0T paboTH
OTJILIHMBATH, [ja ellle U Belu pa3dpackiBaels? He xouems TpyauTheca? Ceiyac 5 u3 1e6s Oypb
BEIOBIO!

Pa3Be Mormna fH Tao CTOATH CMUPHO U MO3BONIUTH ce0s1 OuTh? OHa 00epHyack, IepexBaTuiia Naaky u
C CUJION iepHYya eé Ha cebs, yIapuB O CTEHY TakK, YTO Ta C TPECKOM IIePeJIOMUIIACh ITOMOJIaM.

— Yero TH x0uelnb? Ba0yHTOBaThCS? — fH Tao cuenasa miar Brepen, TASAsS Ha MaTh JIio cBepxy
BHU3. — [JocMeellb yiapuTh MeHs, cTapas Kapra! He Goutibcsi, 4To XK1U3Hb cebe YKOPOTHIID?

— T-THL... — MaTh JI10 3agpozKaja, CXBaTUBIIKCH 3a rpymab. JIu Mait Bcerma Oblyla TUXOM M 3alyTaHHOM
— KTO OBI MOT ITOAYMaTh, YTO OHA 3arOBOPUT TAKKUM TOHOM U C TaKUM CBUPEIHIM BEIpAXKE€HUEM JTUIlA?



K TOMY XK€ OHa OBlsIa BEICOKOTO POCTa, 1 B THEBE BHITJIAEIIa KaK HaCTOHH.II/IfI meMoH. Marts Jlio,
IIPUBLIKIIIASA IIOMBIKATh HEBECTKOM, B 3TOT MUT OIleTleHesa U He peninyiaCe CHOBA IIOOHATE PYKY.

fu Tao He oOpaTH/ia Ha He€ BHHMaHUS ¥ BHIIUIA 3a OBepb. TaM OHa yBUfelNa TeTYIKY JIio, KOTOpas B
SPOCTH 1IIJIa U3 COCETHETr0 oMa, Bojioda 3a co60l MyXka. YBUIEB HEBECTKY, Ta BCIILIXHYJIA ellle
CHUJIbHEe:

— l'ocnoxa JIro! 'ocnioxka JIro! Beixonu crofa, TOCMOTPY Ha CBOXO HEBECTKY! OTa OpsHb Majo TOro,
4yTO paboTy B mojie 6pocuilia, Tak elle ¥ Ha MeHs KuHynach! Oi, Kak rojoBa OONUT... — OHa
CXBaTHUIAaCh 3a J100 ¥ yCTaBUIACh Ha HUX. — 4 TakK 9TO HAEeJI0 He OCTaBIIIO!

— He ocraBuiib... [la 1 cama Te0s He OCTaBIi0! — MalllMHAIbHO BhITaauiaa MaTh JIi0, HO TYT Xe
nokocunach Ha dH Tao. — A THL... TH, 6€CT0JI049b, COBCEM CTpax norepsna? Hayuunacs nopeit OUTH?
T'oBopro Tebe, s 3a Tebs 3acTymaThcs He Oymy!

— Jii! — Bcmonowmunack TeTymka JIro. CTouno e yBUmeTh NoMpayHeBiiee nuio fAH Tao, Kak oHa
BCIIOMHMJIA TOT OTPOMHBIM KaMeHb, KOTOPBIM Ta HeaBHO BOpoyYasa, ¥ pellnia He 1e3Th Ha POXKOH.
OHa TKHyJIa MasnblieM B CTOPOHY MaTepu JIto: — ITo TBOSI HeBecTKa! Eciu THI €€ He PUCTPYHUIIb, TO
KTO?!

— Hy u 4t0, 9TO MOs HeBecTKa? & BCE paBHO He mone3y! — MaTh JIi0 MoKocunack Ha 06JIOMKHU TIaJIKH,
JexKaBlllie B KOMHATe, ¥ pellnia He 37IUTh 9Ty BHE3aITHO 03BEPEBIIYI0 (YpHIO.

fu Tao cTosna HeOOBUKHO, HAbIIOMas 3a Imepenankoi AByx 6a6. Korma BOKpyr Havanu coOMpaThCs
IepeBeHCKHe, OHA BHE3AIHO PyXHY/a Ha KOJIEHH, B MTHOBEHME OKa CMEHHUJIa BRIpaXkeHue JIuiia Ha
JKankoe, ¥ U3 eé rJa3 XIBIHYIH CITe3bI:

— Maryuika, TeTymka JIio, mpoiry Bac, XBaTuT! ITo BCE ST BUHOBATa, BCE 5!

Bot oHa — npusweiuHas JIlu Mau! Tetyika JIto 1 MaTh JIt0 ODHOBPEMEHHO YIUBUIIUCH U
oOpazoBanuck. Tenepb-To MOXKHO He 00SIThHCS!

Ho du Tao mpopmonxkuma:

— Marymka, 1 He X0Tejla CCOPUTHCS C TETYIIKOM JIi0, HO... HO OHA CKa3asa, YTO MyK HEMOIIEH,
II09TOMY y Hac U HeT feteu! f... 1 He cMOrIa CTEPIETE...

— Yo T Menews?! Korga g Takoe ropopunia?! — TeTyika JI10 He oXugana TaKOM HArjioCTH, XU MaTh
JIto, He pa3myMbIBasi, OTBECUJIa €U 3BOHKYIO IIOIIEeUYUHY.

— CwMeelub KyieBeTaTh Ha Moero chiHa? [lomyyan!

Xotb JIu Maii cerofgHs u Bella ce0s1 CTpaHHO, MaTh JIio moBepuia e 6e30roBOPoYHO. B KoHIlE

KOHIIOB, OHa — XeHa JIto CgHa, ¥ ec/d He 3allMINATh ero, TO KakK XKUTh maseliine? CuH OB OIS
MaTtepu JI10 CBeTOM B OKOIIIKe, OHa Obljla TOTOBA OTHATh Pafgy HETo IOC/iefHee U HU 3a YTO He



II03BOJIMIIA OB KOMY-TO COMHEBATLECA B €T0 MY}KCKOI;I cusne. B te BpEeMEHa, €CJIi MyXK4YrWHa
OKa3bIBAJICA HGCHOCO6HBIM, €ro MOI'JI1 3aCMesAThb 00 CMEPTHU, U [d2Ke 3BaHHe IIePBOro Y4eHOIr 0 He
IIOMOTJIO OBl €My IIOOHATH I'OJIOBY.

fAH Tao TOMBKO 3TOTO U HYXKHO Ob7T0. OHA pe3KO0 IOBHICKTIA TOJIOC, TepeKpPhIBas KPUKU 00enx
CILJIETHULI:

— Maryuika, MaTyiika, He Gelite e€! Terymika JIio x0Tk 1 Tpy00 CKa3asa, HO Be[ib IIpaBay!

— YTo TH CKa3ana?! — Temneps B30pBajiach MaTh JI0, a OKpyXKalolue KpeCcThsIHEe 3aMePIIU B
n3ymnenuu. Kakas eile npaBga? Kak e€ CbiH MOXKeT ObITh HEMOIIHBEIM?! OT0 BCE JIu M3l He MOXKeET
pomuth! TonbKo oHa! — JT0 u3-3a TeOs AeTel HET, IPU YeM TYT MOM CHIH?!

Marts JIto Opocunack Ha Heé ¢ Kynakamu, Ho f1H Tao nuib ycMexHynach mpo ceOs. Korpga crapyxa
nop0ezkana, OHa JIOBKO YXBaTHUJIa €€ 3a HOT'Y ¥ IepHyJia — MaTh JIi0 pacTsiHy/lIach Ha 3eMJie IIPSIMO
mepeq Heu.

— Marymka, MaTy1Ka, Bl Kak? Bel B mopsinke? — fH Tao o0HsIa e€ u 3aphifaia B ronoc. — A
3HAM... 3Hal0, KaK BaM TsxKeJjo, Ho 6eperute cebs! ... 1 He Opoliny Myxka, gaxe ecii... jlaxke ecju
MBI BCIO XKM3Hb HE CMOXKEM 3aBECTHU HEeTel...

3a Tpu roma Opaka BceM cTano sicHo: 6o JIio CsaH HemoteH, mubo JIu Mai. Ho Bce 3Hanu, 4to JIu
M1 300poBa U KpenkKa, B TO BpeMs Kak JIio CaH — TIIedyIIHbIM KHUKHUK, KOTOPBIM U JIOMATy B
pykax He mepxkan. KTo u3 HuX qBOMX «ciaboe 3BeHO», OBIIIO 0UEBHUIHO.

K Tomy ke, JIto CsiH OBLT €IMHCTBEHHKIM YYEHHIM B IEPEBHE, U 3aBUCTHUKOB XBaTaso. dH Tao 3Hana:
MaXke eclid TOTOM CTaHeT U3BeCTHO, YTo JIto CSIH CTas MEePBHIM YYEHHIM U 35TeM UMIIePaTopa, CIyXu
yXKe CHenaloT cBoe feno. BpouewM, 3To He uMesno 3HaueHus — JIio CsiH He IIPUCIal JOMOM HU
OIOHOTO MHMCHMa, JaXxe CTaB 35TeM MMIIePaTopa, a HaJlBUTaJI0Ch HABOMHEHHE.

Ona mpoposxkala pelaTh, @ 3aTeM He3aMeTHO HajjaBuia Ha TOYKY Ha Iee MaTepu JIio, morpyxas eé
B I7Ty00KuUM 00MOPOK, ¥ BCKPUKHYIA:

— Marymka! Matymka! Yto ¢ Bamu? OuHuTECH!

Orer JIto, BCE 3TO BpeMs CTOSIBIIIUYM B CTOPOHeE, oabexkasn K HUM, 00XBaTHJI JKeHY 1 3aT0JIOCHIT:

— Crapyxa? Crapyxa! Yto ¢ To60i#?
[Togusanach cymaToxa: OOHU 3BaJid Ha IIOMOIIh, APYTHe o0exKajy 3a JIeKapeM.
B Ty ke HOub foM ceMbl JI10 0XBaTUIIO IPOCTHOE IjTaMs. B TUIIMHE HOYU pa3falics JedeHs i

IyIIy KPUK:

— A-a-a!



JIv M3ii BRITOJIKHYJIA OTIla ¥ MaTh JIt0 3a IBEepb, @ CaMa 0CTalach BHYTPH.

HukTO He PUCKHY OPOCUTHCS Ha IMOMOIIb, TAaK KaK OTOHb IIEPEKUHYJICS Ha COCETHUEe IoMa, U BCe
OBLIM 3aHSATH ClIaCEHUEM JIIOfle U TylleHueM moxapa. Otel] u MaTh JIi0 peIgamy, TS0, Kak UxX oM
IIpeBpallaeTcs B MeTe, JaXxe He [om03peBast, KakK Hadyasics moxap.

Tem BpeMmeHneM AH Tao, yMBEIBIIKUCH B Py4be B JIECY 3a JepeBHeN U npuBens cebsi B IOPSAIOK,
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha 0TOJIeCKM TIJITaMeHM BHaIHU U C IPe3pUTEIbHON YCMEITKON (QLIPKHYIIa.

— Temeps IyTh JIEKHUT B CTONHUITY, — IIpoIenTana CucteMa y Heé B rojoBe. — TH U IpaBaa
0e32KajIoCTHA.

B cropesiiem gome 00s3aTeIbHO OOJIKHEL ObUIM HaWTUCh OCTAHKH, T03TOMY fH Tao mogkuHysa Tyaa
TeTyuky JIto. YTo KacaeTcsl «<MCYe3HOBEHUSI» TETYIIKY JIT0, MHOTHE 0XOTHO IIOBEPST, YTO OHAa ¥ Oblna
BUHOBHHULIEH. JTu Mot moru6sa B oTHe — 9TO GaKT, a KTO 3HAET, MOXKET, TeTymka JIio U3 MecTu
3aTesizia BCE 9TO U He paccyuTana Cui?

K tomy xe, JIu Msii epen cMepThIO Cliacia Cynpyros JIi0, Tak YTO Tenepb HUKTO HE TOCMEET
OOBHHUTH €€ B UeM-TO, NHa4e NPOCILIBYT HeOnarogapHbeIMu. A KakK OyOyT XKUTh 3T CTapuKu 0e3
noMma u neHer — dH Tao He BonHOBas0. CTaprle ¥ HEMOIIHEIE, OHU BCE PaBHO He J00epyTCs [0
CTOJIUIIEI, YTOOBI HAWTH CBOETO «30JI0TOT0» CHIHKA.

— 4 XKe 3707€liKa, BOT 4 Bely ce0s COOTBETCTBEHHO, — C UpOoHUel oTBeTua AH Tao Cucreme,
monpaBss ogexnay. — He Omaromapu, 9To OblsIa POJIb B MOEM CTHIIE.

Ona npuBena ce0s B IOPSNOK U, He 000payuBasich, CKphIIach B IIyOuUHe Jeca.
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