An Tao OTKDPGHIJIA I'Ia3a W IIEPBBIM JEJIOM YBHUIEJIA OCJIEIIUTEJIBHO SAPKO€E COJIHIIE. Ona IIPUIITYPHUIIACE,
IIPHUKPLIIA I'lla3d pYKOfI, OOHUM IBHUZKEHHWEM BCKOYHUJId Ha HOTH XU B HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB 1106panaCb oo
TEHHU PaCKUOUCTOI'O OepeBa.

[Tepen Hell pacKUHYIOCH HEOOIBIIOE TT0JIe, BCIIaXaHHOE JIUINDb HAMTOJIOBUHY. MOTHITa BaIsiiach TaM,
T7le OHA TOJIbKO YTO JieKana. AH Tao X0I0gHO OKMHYJIA B3T/IS0M 3Ty KapTHHY, PABHOMYIIHO
CMaxHYyJla C JIAIa BJIa’KHEIE OT ITOTa BOJIOCH ¥ IIOCMOTpPENIA Ha CBOIO OfeXAYy — I'Py0yio TKaHb,
CIIJIOIIB ITOKPHITYIO 3amaTaMu. OHa pa3myMbIBalia, Iie Obl TOMBITHCS ¥ BO YTO IIEPEOMIETHCS, KaK
BOPYT COOKY pa3fasics IPOH3UTEIbHEIN X KEeHCKHY T'0JI0C, TIOJTHBIM HaCMEeIIKHU:

— Hy #apmo xe! JIu Maii, TH peluia OTILHUBATE OT paboTh? CMOTPH, S pacCKaxky TBOEH CBEKPOBH,
oHa Tebe HOru mepenioMaer!

du Tao moBepHysa ronosy. [lepen Hel CTOsINIa XKEHIMHA CPEIHUX JIeT B IOBA3aHHOM Ha T'OJIOBY
naTke, CXKUMas B pyKaX MOTHITY U C TOPKECTBYIOIINM BUAOM TS Ha Hee. BEICTPO IPoKCcTaB B
aMsTHU CIOXKeT, IpefocTaBileHHbll CucteMon, A1 Tao MOHsIa, 4YTO 3TO COCEAKa AoMa IJIaBHOI0
reposi, TETKa JI1o — MeCTHas CIyIeTHUIA, 000Kalolasi CoBaTh HOC B Uyxue fenia. OHa OTBEPHYJIACh,
He YOOCTOUB €€ OTBETOM: TPATUTh CUJIEL HA TOJOOHEIX BTOPOCTENIEHHEIX IIePCOHAXKeH, ¥ KOTOPBIX
maxke HeT cCOOCTBEHHOU CIOKETHOU ITUHUHU, OBIII0 0ECCMEBICIIEHHO.

CroxeT mepBOTo MUpPa, NpefIoxKeHHbNH CucTeMoit, ObUT 0 KpaltHOCTH ITPOCT U GaHaseH. Monono
nepeBeHCKuy nmapeHs JIto CsiH goOucs ycrexa U coajl ToCyoapCTBeHHbIe 9K3aMeHHbl. MmepaTop,
BIIEYATIEHHBIA €r0 MOJIOMOCTBIO, TAJIAHTOM U CTAThIO, IIPHUINET B BOCTOPT U PEIIVII BEIAATh 3a HETO
CBOIO No4b. JIto CsIH C PafioCThI0 COTTIACHUJICS.

Kak pas B 9T0 BpeMsi B ero POJHOM iepeBHe CIy4YUIoOCh HaBomHeHue. Pogutenu JTio CsaHa morubiu, u
JIUIITH ero 3aKOHHAS KeHa YyAoM OCTajlach B XKKBhIX. OHA OTIIpaBUIaCh B CTOIUILY, YTOOL HAUTH
MyxXKa, HoO 00HapyXKuJja, YTO TOT yXKe XKeHaT Ha npuHuecce. PuHan ucTopuu riacui: Jlo Can
BEPHYJICS B POOHBIE Kpasi, YTOO MOMSHYTh POAUTENEN, TOPHKO PhIlasi ¥ X MOTUII O CBOEM CHIHOBHEH
HeOJTarogapHOCTH, a BeTUKOAYIITHAS TPUHIIecca IIPUHSJIA ero IePBYIO XKeHY, U BTPOEM OHU 3aXKUIIH
OOJITO ¥ CYACTIIUBO.

...IlogoOHEIE Hejemble KOHIIOBKY OBIBAIOT TOJIBKO B [IEIIEBREIX POMAHaX.

ITaxe B 9TOM KOPOTKOM onucanuu fAH Tao Bupena MacCy HECTHIKOBOK. He roBops yzKe 0 TOM, KaK
VimmepaTop MoOr pa3pelnuTs 6pak ¢ nmpuHIeccou, ecnu y JIio CsHa yxe Oblna xkeHa. ECTi OH CKpBIT
3TOT (haKT, 3TO He TOJIbKO ABOEKEHCTBO, HO U MIPECTYIIJIEHHe IPOTUB caMoro Mmnepartopa! U ero
maxke He HaKa3asu 1ocje pa3obnayeHusi? He CTOUT gyMaTh, YTO B JPEBHOCTH K IBOEKEHCTBY
OTHOCHUJIACH JIETKOMBICJIEHHO: 3a HaJIu4yre [BYX 3aKOHHBIX JKEH MOXKHO OBIJIO 3alIPOCTO YTOOUTH B
TIOPbMY.

A yX TO, 4TO IIPUHIIECCA BEJIMKOAYIIHO IpHUHsna JIu Mait — 310 Boob1ie abcypn. ToT Heromsi-MyxK
elne 1 Kosnebascs, 00HUMas IPUHIIECCY U KIISITBEHHO 3aBepsis, YTO JIIOOUT TOJIBKO €€ OfHY, a Ha JIu
M3l KeHUIICA UCKITIOYUTENBHO U3 MOCAyLIaHus poguTensaM. Kakos mogerr!



Brpouewm, Bcst 9Ta uCTOpHs OblsTa TOBOJILHO CTPAHHOM. B Kilaccuueckux croxkeTax apeBHero Kuras
repo¥ oOBIYHO He X0UeT JKEeHUThCS Ha [0YepH BHICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHOT'0 YNHOBHUKA, HO €T0
IPUHYXKAAI0T. [JaXke eCjIi Ha CaMOM [iejie OH ObIJT 06eMMH PyKaMU «3a» U I'OTOB OBLI IIPECMBIKAThCS
nepen TeCTeM, TUTEPATOPH BCE PaBHO CO37aBanu eMy 00pa3 671arOpogHOT0 MydYeHHUKa. A TyT BCE
npsMo: JIro CsSH «C pafioCThI0 IPUHSII» Ipeanoxenue. Emé 0b — XXeHHUBIIUCH Ha MIPUHIIECCe, MOXKHO
ObLI0 HaBceraa 3a0bITh 0 HYXKTeE.

[Tpu Meicniu 06 3ToM AH Tao HacMemnuBo yaeIOHYIack. KTO 13 mo-HacTOsAEMY aMOUIIMO3HEIX U
IaJbHOBUMHEIX JIIOMEN 3axX0Tes1 OBl CTaTh 35TeM UMIlepaTopa, YTo (aKTHYeCKU CTABUJIO KPECT Ha ero
CaMOCTOSITENIbHOU Kaphepe?

[Toka oHa pa3MBIIUISAIIA Haf CI0KeTOM, COBEPIIEHHO UTHOPUPYS IIPOUCXOAsIee BOKPYT, TETKa JIio,
BUJIS €€ ToIHOoe Oe3pa3/nyne, IPUIlIa B IPOCTh. E€ paocTh OT BO3MOKHOCTH MTOM3EBATLCS HAJl
MEeBYIIKOW MTHOBEHHO yIIETYYHUIIaCh.

B mepeBHe, rae U3 pa3BiedeHud ObIIM TOIBKO CIIJIETHH, ceMbs JIro CsiHa Oblyla HACTOSIIUM
TeHepaTopoM HOBOCTeM. bedHEIM ¥ BEUHO I'OJIOOHBIM 0OM, MATKOTEJIEM OTEIl, CBapIruBas MaTh U CaM
JIio CsiH, BO3OMHUBIINH ce0s1 BEJTUKUM YUEHBIM U ITpe3upalouil Gpu3ndecKuit Tpym —
HEYOUBUTEJIBHO, YTO XU3Hb JIu M3l ipeBpaTuiace B af.

Eé Brimanu 3aMyX 3a JIro CsgHa, IOTOMY YTO CeMbsI IeBYIIKHU XKUJIa B HUIIETE, a Y Heé OBIII0 Tpoe
MTafgmux 6pateeB. E€ 1eHuIM He 3a KPacoTy WK YM, a 3a KPEIKOe 3[[0POBbEe U CIIOCOOHOCTH MHOTO
paboTaTh. OHa OBl/Ta Ha [Ba ToOfia CTApIlle MyXKa, HETPAMOTHAs, ¥ 0 KAKOM-TO B3aUMOIIOHUMAHUU
MeXKIy HUMHU He MOTJIO OBRITh ¥ PedH. 3a Tpu rofa O6paka JeTei He IOSBUIIOCH, YTO JIUIIb YCUTIHIIO
HEHABUCTh CBEKPOBH: [IEBYIIKY ITOCTOSTHHO OMITH U ITOIIPeKad KyCcKoM xie6a, B3BalIUB Ha €€ MIevyn
BCIO TSI2KEIyI0 paborTy.

JIn Mboii Obisla KPOTKOM ¥ IIOKOPHOM, OHA MPOJIoIXkKalia IIPUCIYKUBATh PONUTENSAM MyKa U Bepuila —
WM 3acTaBisia ce0s BEpPUTh — UTO CYNPYT KOTHa-HuOyOb OLEHUT €€ CTapaHus. A Kyna eii OBIIo
unTH?

TéTka JIto, XKuBIIas M0 COCEACTBY, BEUHO CCOPUIACh CO CBEKPOBBIO JIu M3l 13-3a Kyp WM KOPOB,
3abpenaolnux Ha YyKKe Y4acTKU. PadymeeTcs, oHa He yIIycKaja Ciydas OThHrpaThcs Ha JIu Mai,
OTIyCKas efKue 3aMedaHus. Paubiie JIu Maii Monidasa, ¥ 3TO IUIIb Paclajsiao COCEOKy. YBULEB
XOJIOOHYIO yCMeIIKy Ha nutle JIu Maii, TéTKa JIto B3opBanach:

— Ax THI, opsHb! TH HAa K€M CMEEMILCS?!

fAu Tao B3OpoOrHysa OT Pe3KOro KpuKa U npuiiia B ce6si. OHa HaxMypuiIachk, TAAs Ha XeHIuHY. Ta,
3aMeTUB, YTO Ha HEE CMOTPST, HO He BUMS HU KallJIU CTPaxXa, COBCeM paccBupernesna. OHa IPUHSATIACH
BEIKDUKUBATh NMPOKJIATUS, 00emast, uTo Koraa JIto CAH BEPHETCS CO CIaBOM, OH IIEPBHIM [I€JI0OM
BBIIIBEIPHET TaKyl0 HUKYEMHYIO XKEeHY BOH.

Hacrosmas Jlu M»aii, BO3MOXKHO, yXKe 3a1uBaach Obl cine3amy, HO fH Tao He UHTepeCcoBasl HU 3TOT
HeTONs{-Y4YEHbIN, HU BU3T/INBas cocenka. E€ pasgpakan JIUIb HEeIPUSATHEIY I'0JI0C KEHIIKHEL.



B ornuuue ot JIu Mai, A1 Tao HUKOTOA He MO3BOJIsAIA OPYTUM IOPTUTH cebe HacTpoeHue. OHa
X0JI0OMHO (DEIPKHYIIa, TOAHSIA C 3eMJIM KaMeHb ¥ C CUJIOW LIBHIPHYJIa €T0 B CTOPOHY TETKH JIIo.

Ta, ynepeB pyku B 60Ka, faxke He 3aMeTHIIa JIETAIIANA CHaPS[ — WUJIK IIPOCTO He TIOBEPHIa, YTO B HEE
MOZKHO TIOTIaCTh C TAaKOTO PACCTOsIHUSA. KaMeHb yrogun To4Ho B 100. Pa3mancs rmyxoi 3BYK,
JKEHIIMHA OXHYJIa ¥ TIOBaIMIach Ha 3eMJII0, a U3 Pa30uToro ja6a XJIEHYa KPOBb.

OHa 3aBhBIla, TPUKPHIB TOJIOBY PYKaMH, HO, TOHSB Tla3a, YBUAena nepen coboi Au Tao, KoTopas
CKJIOHHMJIa TOJI0BY HAaOOK U C JI000IIEITCTBOM paccMaTpuBala e€.

— THL... TBI, OPSHb... TH IIOCMEJIA... — MIPOXpHUIesia TETKa JIio, HO He 3aKOHYMJIA, TOTOMY 4TO fAH Tao
HeOpeKHO MOAHSIA C 3eMJIU APYroi KaMeHb — Pa3MepoM C 4YejIoBedecKyio ronoBy. OHa JIeTko,
OJHOM PYKOM, ITOMHSATIA ero Hafl roJIoBo# TETKY JI10, mernast BUM, YTO cedyac OOPYIIUT ero Ha JIUIIO.

Cocenxka B YZXKacCe CXKaJlaChb B KOMOK:

— Her! He mapgo! ... s noiiny... HeT, 1 HU4Yero He ckaxy! HukoMmy He ckaxy! [Tonoxu, moxamyucra,
IIOJIOXKU. ..

fu Tao pa309apoBaHHO XMBIKHYJIa — CKy4HO. OHa pa3XaJa IabIlHl.

— A-a-a-a-a! — B3BU3rHYJa TETKA JIi0, 3aKMYpHUBIINCEH U 3aKPHIB JILIO PyKaMu. Pa3pmancs riyxou
yZap 0 3eMJIi0, IOAHABIINE 0071aK0 MBLIH.

Korpa TéTka JIro ApoxalyMu pyKaMy OTKpEHIIa I'ta3a, dH Tao yxKe u cieq IpOCThLI.
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