Houb y2ke BCTyIHuIa B CBOM IIpaBa, HO B 30JI0TOM TPOHHOM 3aJie BCE el He YTUXaIX My3hKa U
Becémbie mecHu. He6o, 4épHOe Kak YepHUIa, efBa Mepllajao PeIKUMU KaIlJIsIMU 3BE3].

Y BxXofa B I7IaBHEIM 3aJ1 BHICTPOMIICS OTPSIT KMIIEPATOPCKOM I'BapAuU B UEPHEIX [jOCIIeXaX —
0e3MOJIBHEIN U CYPOBBIX.

Komaugup HeOPEeKHO MOTHYTI ITom0opoaKoM. I'Bapaeiiibl 6eCIIyMHO, OOUH 3a APYTUM, IBUHYIUCH
BIIEPEN, paccpenoTaynBasiCh BIOJIb IBOPIIOBOM CTEHEI U Oepsi 3jaHue B IIJIOTHOE KOJIBIIO.

[ eXypuBIINY y OBEPEN MOJIOOM €BHYX, CIIOTHIKAsICh, Ky6apeM CKaTHUJICS II0 CTYNeHsIM U OPOCHUIICS K
KOMaHOUPYy.

— Ox, rociofivH o¢ullep! — 3aMbIXaBIIKCh, IposieneTan oH. — ['ocygaphb Befib MUPYET C
YMHOBHUKAMM, BCe ellé B 3aje! K yeMy Takue nMpenocTopokHOCTU? YTO-TO CTPSICIIOCH?

KOMaHJII/Ip CHUCXOOUTEJIbHO ITI0XJIOIIAJI €BHYyXa II0 IIJIeYy:

— Ha 1o Bons Ero BenmuuecTBa. He mauukyi, Manbiid. Coesaii BU/I, YTO HUYETO HE 3aMETHUIL.

C atumu crioBamMu ouilep He3aMeTHO IIPUOTKPHIT JTafoHb, TOKa3biBast 0COObIH KETOH.

JIu1o €BHYyXd MI'HOBEHHO nmo6esnesno. OH IOCHENIHO 3aKKUBaJT U MOMSTUIICS Ha3a/, Ha X0ny rnmogaBagd
3HAKU OCTAJIbHBIM CJIyI'dM. B ogHO MrHOBEHUE BCe 3aMepPIIy, OIIYCTUB I'/la3ad, CJIOBHO BHE3AITHO
OCJIEIIJIN U OTJIOXJIM, [eJlasd BUM, GYI[TO BOKDPYT HUKOT'O HET.

B camoM ke 3aje BUHO JTUJI0Ch PEKOM, ¥ HUKTO U3 TOCTEH He MOTagbIBasICs O IPOUCXOISIIEeM
CHApPYXKH.

Korpga onemnnenne 3aMKHYJIOCH, IIIOPOX IIaroB CTHX. ['BapielIlsl 3aMepiy, 3aTauB AbIXaHUE U CJIOBHO
PaCTBOPHUBIINCH B HOYHOM TEHHU.

Odurep B3rISAHYI Ha IPKUU CBET, JIBIOIMIUNICS U3 OKOH OBOPLA, U €r0 B3TJIA IOXO0IOAEN.

— Yepes 4eTBepTh 4aca 00BSABATCS YOUMNIIBI, — HETPOMKO IPou3HEC OH. — Ero BenmuyecTBO MTUYHO
yKa3saJl Ha Ir1aBHOT0 3aropopiinuka — BepxosHoro XKpeta-Kanusepa Jloy Hunabsans. [IoMHUTE: 3TOT
YeJIOBeK He JOJIKeH YUTH.

— CJIYHIB.GMCH, — T'JIYXO OTO3BAJIKUCh IIOJYUMHEHHEIE.

3a CIIMHOU KOMaHOHUPa 6eCI.T.IYMHO CKOJIb3HYJIX IBE€ TEHU U TYT 2K€ PACTasdJIh BO TEME.
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Y Jloy LluebsiHA packasslBajgach rojaosa.

BykBa/jbHO MUHYTY Ha3aJl OH JiezkaJl Ha pabodyeM CTOJIe, CMOPEHHBIN TSIKEeJI0M MPOCTYIOM, @ OYHYJICS
BIPYT B 30JI0TOM TPOHHOM 3aJe.

Brnarogaps rogaMm mpocMoTpa CepuaoB O IolafaHIlaX, CyTh MIPOUCXOASIIEro OoIia A0 HeTro
MTHOBEHHO. OH IIEPEMECTUIICS B APYroi Mup!

BOT TOIBKO MOMEHT [Jis1 IIepeHOoCca OKa3asicsd, MATKO rOBOPs, IapluuBeIM. HUKaKOU IIpefanHou
CIyXKaHKHU, KOTOpas He 3aMeTusa Obl aMHE3UM X03sMHa ¥ IIOMOT'JIa BeIBelaTh 00CTAaHOBKY, PSIAOM He
Habmiomanoch. BpeMeHN 0CMOTPEThCS U OLEHUTh CUTYaIUI0 TOXKe He Jalii.

OH 0YyTHJICS TIPSIMO TTOCPEIX XMEIbHOTO ITUpPa, 3aHSB MECTO CBOEro MpeIeCTBeHHHKA, a
OKpYXKalolie YNHOBHUKY BOBCIO TSHYJIM K HEMY YapKu. Bcé BHITTIIAesno Tak, 6yaTo pa3roBop
IIpepBasICs JIUIIL Ha JOJII0 CEKYHARI, B KOTOPYIO co3HaHue JIoy LIUHBSIHS ¥ 3aHSJI0 9TO TEJIO.

Jloy LIWHBSIHIO HE 0CTABaJIOCh HUYET0 APYIoro, KpoMe KaK BeXKJIMBO YIRIOHYTHCS U IOTHSTH KYOOK.
Ho mopHecs ero x ry6aM, OH 0CO3HaJI, YTO €ro0 JIUIO CKPHITO MAaCKOM.

«Hy, x0Tb Kakasi-To mosnb3a. [1o KpaliHell Mepe, HUKTO He YBUAUT MO0 PacTEePSIHHYI0 PU3NOHOMHUIO»

Bapyr npsMo B yiax pa3pgaiics 3BOHKUM curtan. OT HeoxupaHHOCTU JIoy LIMHBIHD IOIEPXHYIICS
BUHOM. KalisiTh MpumogHo OBIJIO HEIb3s, U eMy MPUIIIOCh IPUI0OKUTh HeUeJI0BeUYeCKUe YCUIUs,
4yTOOBI CepKaThbcs. [10[l MacKOM ero U0 3aJIUJIOCh TYCTOM KPacCKOM.

B ronose 3a3By4as 6ecCTPaCTHLIN MeXaHUYECKUHU TOJIOC:

**[YBaxKaeMbId 110b30BaTeNlb WBXS, pagsl IpUBETCTBOBATh Bac B IPOEKTE «37100eU He COMKHYT
rna3». Maummanus cesa3u ¢ cucteMoit KSRBCM... [TopkmioueHne ycnemHo! J¥*

«Hapo xe, Kakoi BBICOKHHU Kiacc. [laxke ¢ CUCTeMOU»

3aTeM TOH MeXaHU4eCKOT0 rojaoca PE3KO IIEpEMEHHUJICA Ha HpPITOpHO-CHaI[KI/IfI:

**[ [Toporoit monb3oBaTenb! Bac npusercTByeT cucteMa KSRBCM. OTHbIHE s GyIy BaIllMM BEPHBIM
CITyTHUKOM. YBepeHa, MBI IPOBEIEM BMeCTe He3abbiBaeMoe BpeMs! Xu-xu! J¥*

Ot 2TOM MaHepHl 00LIEHUS, JKMBO HAIIOMUHABIIIEH HA30MIMBEIX MEHEIKEPOB CITyKObBI IIOONEPKKH, Y
HET0 MOPO3 IIOIIEN 10 KOXKE.



«IH... MBI MOZKEM O00IIaTLCSA MEICJIEHHO?»

**[KoHEeYHO, OPOroH Mmojib30BaTeNb! [JOCTaTOYHO IPOCTO HAMIPABUTh MBICIIb KO MHE, U 5T €€
yCaBIIIy J**

Jloy LluHbsiHb 0671€TYEHHO BHIOXHYI.

«OOBACHH, Te 1 HaX0XKyCh ¥ YTO BOOOIIE ITPOUCXOIOUT?»

**[ [Toporo# MoIL30BaTelb, BH BeOb YUTANTK BeO-poMaH «XpouHuku Mynporo [TpaButens Benukoi
Csa»? Hy, 9TOT TUIIMYHBIN TapeMHUK IIPO HEToOeauMOoro repos J**

«OTKypa THL..»

*¥[Tak BeOp croma II0IIafaloT TOJILKO Te, KTO ero uuTtan! Xu-xu! [**

«TBOI0 MarTk... { 4TO, AEUCTBUTEJILHO IIONIAJI BHYTPh KHUTU?»

**[MeHHO Tak!]**

«HW B KOr0 XKe g Iepecenusncsa?»

**[A BHI yrapjaure!J**

«,.»

J'on LIuHBAHD KOCHYJICA XOJIOMHOTO MeTalljla Ha JIKIle, ¥ BAOJIb IIO3BOHOYHMUKA ITOIIOJI3 TIUIKAA
XOJIOOOK HeX0opomero nmpeqyyBCTBHUA. JIuib ceityac oH IMO-HACTOLAIIEeMY BIJIsAOEJICA B OKPY2KEHHE.

B 30710TOM TPOHHOM 3aJie YNHOBHUKM CHUMENH CTPOTO COTJIACHO paHraM. Ero coGCTBEHHOE MecTo
HAXOMMJIOCh Ha CAaMOM ITOYETHOM BO3BHIIIEHWH, @ BHIIIE CTOSJI JIMIID IIYCTYIOIIWH UMIIePaTOPCKUH
TPOH.

«XKpeu-kaHusuep... 1 — Bepxosusiii Kpen-Kaniyep!»

Bo Bcell KHUTE TOJIBKO 9TOT 3JIOBEIINI BPEMEHINUK, COCPENOTOYUBIINMI B CBOMX PYKax CBETCKYIO U
IYXOBHYIO BJIAaCTh, HOCUJI CKPBIBAIOIIYIO JINIIO MacKy!

**[Tlo3mpaBrisio, JOPOTroi monb3oBarTesnb! Bul abcomtoTHO npaBsl! [uHb-goH! CUHXPOHU3AIUS JaHHBIX
3aBepleHa, nHbopManus B Mmupe o0HOBIeHa. HacTosimee ums BepxoBHoro 2Kperia Teneps



oduianbHO 3aMeHeHO Ha Bale — Jloy LIunbsaup! **

Jloy LluHBSIHP IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Yy HETO IIePeXBaTUIIO AeixaHue. Kaxercs, oH ObUT 6/TM30K K
00MOPOKY.

Kanunep B poMaHe He#iCTBUTENIBHO 06Iaias KOJI0CCAIbHEIM BiIusHueM. Ero yHuKanbpHas cygnoa,
MUCTHYECKUe TeXHUKU U 3JI0Belllee UCKYCCTBO aCTPOJIOTHY 3aCTaBIISJIA MOJIOLOT0 UMIepaTopa
TpemneTaTh OT THeBa 1 Oeccunusi. BOT TONMBKO... OH OB TJIaBHEIM 37107eeM!

B nmogo0HBIX UCTOPHUSX PO HEmoGeIUMEIX TePOeB Y 37I0[IeeB BCeryia JIMIIb OOHO IPeqHa3HaYeHHe: 110
TJIYIIOCTH IIePetTH NOPOTY TJIaBHOMY IIePCOHAXKY, a 3aTeM ObITh pa3Ma3aHHBIMU 110 CTEHKE, YTOOHI
TIOJYEePKHYTh KPYTU3HY IIPOTArOHUCTa CO BCeX BO3MOKHEBIX pakypcoB. KoHell y Takux Gefonar Bcerga
OJMH — My4UTEeJIbHas CMEPTb.

[Tpuuyém nmepcoHaxk, goctanimuiics JIoy LIuHbBsIHIO, He OBIT MEJIKOM COLIKOM Ha Hapy riaB. OTOT
HETOMISIY BHICTYIIA/ TJTaBHEIM @HTArOHUCTOM IIeJI0M OIPOMHOM apKu B poMaHe 00bEMOM IO MISATh
MUJIIMOHOB UEPOTTTHU(OB.

['naBHBIN Tepoii pomaHa — Jly FO1, HEIHe B30ILIeIIN Ha IPECTOJI UMIIepaTop, — U3HA4YaJIbHO OB
HEIIPUMETHHIM U [Ipe3upaeMbIM CHIHOM HaJIoXKHULEL. [1oc/ie KOHYMHEL CTaporo uMIiepaTopa TPoH
IOCTasCsl He eMy, a ero crapiieMy 6party. OgHako JIy IOii, Kak u rmojaraeTcs IpPOTaroOHUCTY,
aKTHBUPOBAJ Ky4y POsjied B KyCTaxX U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CBEPT PACIyTHOTO POOCTBEHHUKA,
IPOBO3rjacuB cels npaBuTeseM. M OBIBIINI BlIafesiell 3TOro Tejla OblJI ODHUM U3 TeX, KTO IIOMOT eMy
B30UTHU Ha BEPIINHY.

B getctBe Jly FOs1 oTipaBunu Ha o0y4yeHue B opfeH CloaHblOaHb — BeJIMYANIIYIO IIKOIY G0EBBIX
uckycctB Mmnepuu Benukou Cs. TaMm ero npuMeTH I'laBa OpfeHa U COefian JUYHBIM YYeHUKOM.
[Tomumo OymyIero uMIepaTopa, HaCTaBHUK B3SJI ITOJ CBOE KPBIJIO JIUIIL OJHOTO IIpeeMHUKa —
CTapIIero y4eHukKa, KOUM U ABIANICSA npoulislii JIoy LIMHBAHE.

Haxe nocse Toro kak Jly KO mOKUHYI rOpel ¥ BEPHYJICA BO OBOpPeEL], AYXOBHAas CBSI3b MEXAY
IIMCIOHOM U LIuAM He o6opBajack. Korma Mnagmuii 6pat 3afyMan MITeX, cTapuiuil 6e3 KojebaHui
CIIyCTHUJICS B MU JIFOfEU U C IIOMOIIBI0 CBOET0 IIPOPOUYECKOTO flapa IIPOJIOXKUII eMy IIyTh K KOPOHE.

A 3aTeM Hayvasach KjlaccuuecKas UCTOPUS IMpefgaTenbCcTBa. [1oHAB, uTo BnacTh JIy K04 emé maTka,
BepxoBHEI 2Kpell pelnst BOCIOIb30BaThCS UX IPexkHeN apyxK00ii. OH Havas MIeCTU UHTPUTH,
npubupaTh K pyKaM apMHIO U TIOCTEIIeHHO JIUIIaTh UMIIepaTopa PeaybHOro BIUSHUS, GaKTUUeCKu
00BsIBUB ce0s BTOPHIM rocygapeM. Ero aMOuimuy ObIM 0O4eBUAHEL KaKAOMY.

Becs croxkeT poMaHa Jenusics Ha TPU KPYIIHbBIe YaCTU: BOCCTaHUE, HaBeeHre BHYTPEHHEr 0 opsaaKa
U BHeIlIHWe BOUHEL. [lepcoHax JIoy LIuHbsSHS ObLI TJIaBHBIM 3710[jeeM BTOPOTo ToMa — «BHyTpeHHEN
cMyTHI». Ero ¢unamn OblI IpepenieH: COKPYLUINTENIbHOE TTOpaXkeHre OT PYK IPOTAarOHUCTA,
Ka3eMaThl, 3BePCKUe IHITKY U OecciiaBHas Tu0erb.



B momo6HEIX KCTOPUSX IPefaTeNd CTPafaoT Kyaa cuiibHee OObLYHEIX Bparos. Yem 6uxke OHU OBIITH K
Tepolo B Hayasie, TeM M30IIpPeHHee U KpOoBaBee OKa3kiBalach pacmiara. Cyms o TeKCTy KHUTH, Y
2XKpelia gaxe Tpyma He 0CTaJI0Ch — ero OTPyOJIeHHYIO TOJI0BY BHIBECHIM Ha TOPOACKUX BOPOTaX Ha
IIeJIHIX TP MecsIia.

<<CJ'Iy1.TIafI, pa3 yx g TBOU HOCHUTEIh, THI Beb IIOMO2Ke€eIIb MHE BBIKUTH?»

**[PagymeeTcs, [Oporou nonb3oBaTens! MbI Befb B OGHOM ogKe! ~ [**

«Torma mepeHecu MeHs OTCIOfA MPSIMO ceryac. B Kakoe-HUOYOb IIyX0e MeCcTo, TIe MeHsS HUKTO He
Hauger!»

*¥[YBEI, 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO [**

«3HAYMUT, HY2KHO BEITIOJIHATE 3a0aHUA, YTOOBI 3aCNIYKHUTE IIPABO Ha KU3Hb?»

**[MIMeHHO TaK, JOPOT0oM MOIb30BaTenb **

«W 9TO MHE HYXKHO CHeNaTh, YTOOBI IPOUTH ITOT KBECT U HE CHOXHYTh?»

*[K coxasieHu1o, Ball TUYHBEIN IPOQUIL oKa 3ab10KupoBaH. [10HEINA CIMCOK 3a7ad OTKPOeTCs
TOJIBKO TIOCJIE BHITIOJIHEHUS CTAPTOBOTO KBECTa [JIT aKTUBAIUM CUCTEMBI[**

«CTapToOBOTO KBECTA?»

**[CtapToBBIi KBECT: cOepeyb CBOIO IIPaByl0 HOTY B TEMHHUIIE ¥ HE OaTh llajlayaM NepeOuThb e€J**

B opurunarne XKpeiy nepeOunm npaByio ToJeHb B IEPBLIN Ke AeHb ITOCJIEe apecTa.

«Ho s BeOpb eré maxe He 3a pemeéTkoi! MHe 4To, MpuKaXKelh IIOKOPHO CUAETh U XKAaTh, II0KA 9TH
yOIIONKY TPUOYT MEHS B3aTh?!»

I'omoc cuctemsl cTan IMOJO3PUTEJIBHO BKPAJYNBEIM:

**[Bo3M0OXKHO, BaM U He IPUOETCSA OOJT0 KOaTh. XU-XU...[**

«???»

Bopyr 1o ero ciayxa mOHECCS pa3MepEeHHBIN, TAKEIBIN I'yJI IIaroB CHapyXH.



PasymeeTcs, 0yisi UMIIePaTOPCKOM PE3UEHIIUH B 3TOM He OBIZI0 HUYero HeoOBYHOTO — TBapAEUIIhI
aTPYJIUPOBaJId TEPPUTOPHUIO KPYTI0CYyTOYHO. OOHAKO 3arafO4YHbIA TOH CUCTEMBI 3acTaBui JIoy
LluHbsHS 3aHepBHUYATh. KaxXOBIN IIIOPOX TEIleph Ka3ajcs eMy BECTHUKOM HEMUHYeMOU OemHl.

«ITocTou... B Kxak0o¥i UMEHHO MOMEHT CIOZKeTa S IIOIIaj?»

CucreMa OTBeTHUIIa C MyTaloLlen IPSIMOTOM:

**[Bare Benuune IOAXOAUT K KOHITY. POBHO Yepe3 IATHAOIaTh MUHYT BaCc apeCcTyIoT. ITOT IUP —
JIOByIIKa, ycTpoeHHas Jly F0em cnennanbHO A1 Bac. CKOpPO pa3eirpaloT KOMEAUIO C IOKYIIEHUEM,
BCe VJIMKM YKaxXKyT Ha BepxoBHoro 2Kpelia, 1 UMIIepPaToOp C YKCTOM COBECTHIO OPOCHUT Bac B
HMmepaTopcKyio TIopbMy **

«[la BbI u3meBaeTech?! HUKakoM IOATOTOBKY, HUKAKOTO 3amaca BpeMenu! ECiu MeHs CXBaTsT IPSIMO
celyac, s OKaXyCh B KaHJalaX ¥ JIUIIYCh HOTY PAHBINE, 9YeM YCIel0 CO06Pa3uTh, YTO IeaTh!»

**[He napmayiTe myxoM, HOPOro# moib3oBaTens! Xu-xu! J¥*

«YépTa ¢ gBa s maM UM B3sTh cebs Tak MPOCTO!»

On PE3KO IIOOHAIICA, €IBa He OIIPOKKWHYB CTOJI, U CTPEMHUTEJIbHO HAIIPABUJICA K BEIXOOY.

YYMHOBHUKY, CUIEBIIINE HeIllodaJIeKy, YOIUBJIEHHO IIePETTAHYIIUCE.

— locnogus Jloy? Kyna ke BBI? — IIOCIIBIIIANUCE POOKKE ToJIoCa.

Jloy LIuHBSIHB MPEKPACHO IIOMHUIT U3 KHUTH, YTO 2Kpell OTIn4Yasics B3MOPHEIM U HeIIpencKa3yeMbIM
HPaBOM, TaK YTO €r0 BHE3AITHBIN YX0O HUKOT'0 He YOUBUII — PACCIIPOCUTH €T0 IOIPOCTY MOOOSITUCS.
[Toka mpepcTaBieHue ¢ yOuilaMu He Ha4alloCh, OH BCE eIIé 0CTaBaJsICs BCECUIIBHBIM M OITaCHBIM
YEePHOKHUKHUKOM, C KOTOPEIM HUKTO He JKeJlal CBSI3bIBAThCS.

OH OBICTPHIM LIATOM HAIPaBUJICS K [BEPSIM.

[Tepen cambeiM BhixomoM JIoy LIuHBSIHE OpOCUT MUMOJIETHBIM B3TJISM Ha BO3BHIIIIEHKE. TPOH ITyCTOBal.
Jly FO# orcytcTBOBan. OdunuanbHO — YTOORI MMOIBIIIATE CBEXKUM BO3MYX0OM, a Ha fleflie — HaBepHSIKa
JINYHO PYKOBOAMII IIOATOTOBKOW KalKaHa.

Cepaiie TpeBoxkHO 3abumnoch, u JIoy LiunbsaHbs npubaBu mary.

Ho ctouno €My IIEPECTYIIUTh IIOPOT 3ajida, KdK JOPOTy IIperpaguiii JBoe MOJIOOBIX CIIyI'-€BHYXOB.



— l'ocnogux HOY, XeJlaeTe ‘-Iel"O-HI/I6YJII:? — 3dMCKHBAIOIIIEe CKIIOHUJINCE OHHU.

Jloy LIuHBSIHE CMEPUII UX JIEOSHBIM B3TJISA0M U IOMBITAJICA IPOUTH MUMO. OmHAKO CIIYTH C
PEIKUMOCTBI0 CMEPTHUKOB BHE3AIIHO PYXHYJIM Ha KOJIEHU U MEePTBOM XBaTKOU BIENUINCH B IIOJO €r0
POCKOIITHOTO OfesHHUS.

— Ilowapure, rocnogua! — B3MOJIMJIUCh OHU, Pa3birphiBasg UCKPEHHUM ucnyr. — Hallla HepaguBOCTh
mporHeBasa Bac! CxanmbTeCh HaJl HUYTOXKHEIMU pabamu!

«Kaxkas, K 4€pTy, HepaguBoCTh?! BBl IPOCTO TAHETE BpEM!»

OH nomeITancs CTPAXHYTH UX, HO CIIYI'H OJE€PZXKaJIUCh KPEIIKO, CJIOBHO KJIEIIH. % TyT €ro B3rjiia[
CKOJIb3HYII 3a UX IIJIEYH.

Jloy IuubsiHB 3aMep.

B rycroii TeHU OBOPLIOBLIX CTEH TYCKJIO TOOJIECKMBAJIA BOPOHEHBIE IOCIIEXH UMIIEPaTOPCKUX
rBapperles. B opuruHasbHOM POMaHe 3TU KJIMHKYU COUPAJIUA C HET0 KOXKY KYCOK 3@ KYCKOM...

3as OBbLT TOTHOCTHI0 OKPYKEH. [Tnan JIy KOs BcTynmui B geiCTBUE, U BHIIYCKaTh 2Kpelia oTciona
HUKTO He coOuparcs.

Buumanue! 3TOT nmepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €ITé He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: uget nepesosq
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