B To XKe camoe BpeMs B TJIaBHOM [IBOPLIOBOM 3ajie MimmepaTtop u Cynpyra Ma#l yKUHaIU BOBOEM.
Tpamesa nmogxoauia K KOHITY, OCHOBHEIE OJfofja y2Ke YHECIH, ¥ Telephb I0faBaiy JIUIIb U3bICKaHHbIE
CIafoCTH.

Cympyra Mbaii ceromts 6pi71a 0COOEHHO TIATEIHHO IPUHAPSKEHA, U B TNla3axX MMmepaTopa Kaxmoe
€€ IBUXKEeHMe, KaX[Ibli B3TJISA ¥ KaXkKOoe CJI0BO Ka3aluCh HEOOBIYalHO MIeHUTEeTbHEIME. O 4éM OHa
TOBOPHJIA, YK€ He UMeJI0 3HaUYeHuss — MbIC/TH MMIiepaTopa HaBHO BUTAJIM TOE-TO HAIEKO.

Cymnpyra Mbaii, XKeHIMHa HeoObIYaliHO IPOHUIIATEIbHAS, HEe MOTJla He 3aMeTHUTh IIEPEMEHH B
HAaCTPOEHHUU CBOEero rocymapsi. OHa MPUKPEIA POT PYKaBOM, IYKaABO YIIBIOHYIACh U JIETOHBKO
TIOTSIHYJIa €T0 3a PyKaB:

— Bame BenuuectBo, Bame Benuuectso.

T'onoc Cynpyru Msi Bcerpma 3By4as YMCTO U 3BOHKO, @ Ce4ac B HEM CIIBIIIANIACh CMEIJIUBbIe HOTKH.
VimMnepaTop BCTpENEeHyIICs U IOCIEIIHO OTBETHUIL:

— 4 cnymato, cnymato.

OHa paccka3biBajia 0 HeflaBHUX 3a0aBHBIX ITPOUCIIECTBUSX B YaHbaHe. X0Ts1 iMnepaTop Ha
MT'HOBEHUE OTBJIEKCS, CYyTh YJIOBUTH OH yCIeN. YCbiaB ero oTBeT, Cynpyra Mai yneiOHynach, He
CTaB y/IMYaTh €r0 B paccesHHOCTU. OHa U3SIIHBIMU MTa/lbllaMu B3sia ¢ 6Jf0fia KyCco4eK IMUPOKHOTO U
nofiHecsa ero K rybam Mmmepartopa:

— Bare BennuectBo, oTBemauTe.

Cpenu 4eTHIPEX CTapIIKX Cynpyr Moii Oblyia y2Ke HEMOJIOAa: €€ eQUHCTBEHHOMY ChIHY MCIIOTHUIOCH
CEeMHa[IaTh, a HEBECTKa BOT-BOT [OJIKHA OblJIa pa3pemuThcs: 0T 6peMenu. [To mpaBae roBopsi, B €
BO3pacTe nofpob6HOEe KOKETCTBO yKe He COBCEM m0of00aso BLICOKONIOCTaBlIeHHoU ocobe. OmHaKO
HMmnepaTop He YyBCTBOBAJI HU KallJId HEJIOBKOCTH — HAIPOTUB, cerofHs Cympyra Mai B CBOEM
Iep3KOM Hapsife U UTPHBOM ITOBENEeHUN Ka3ajlach eMy 0COOeHHO COOTa3HUTENbHOM U KeJlaHHOM.

He oTpeiBasi oT HeE B3TIsiAa, MmepaTop MPOTSHYT PYKY, YTOOH IPUHSTH yrolneHue, Ho Cympyra
Masi, npugepKuBas IUPOKHOE, MATKO HafjaBUJia Ha ero JIafOHb CBOMM MU3UHLIEM, U30THYTHIM
u3dHou nyrou. OHa ofapuiia ero TOMHBIM B3IJISIAOM U IIPOBOPKOBAasa:

— Bame BennyecTBo, 103BOJIbTE MHE IIOKOPMUTE Bac?

VimmepaTop 3amep. Cynpyra Mboii goGaBuna:

— Heyxenu Bui 3a6bmu? Korpa s TOJIBKO IToIIajia BO ABOPEI, S YacTo MpUCykrBaia BaM 3a
Tpare30u, U Brl TOrga rOBOPUIIL...

OHa He [IOTOBOpHJIA, JINIIIL MHOTO3HAUUTENIBHO YILIOHYIAach, TISAS eMy IIPSIMO B ria3a. iMnepartop
MT'HOBEHHO BCIIOMHUJI TOT IaBHUM ciiy4ay u npocusi. OH 06XBaTUI CYIPYTY 3a Taluio, U Ta,
BCKPUKHYB OT HEOXUJAHHOCTH, OYYTUJIACh Y HETO Ha KOJIEHSX.



— la, BEPHO, — IIpoLIeIITall I/IMHepaTop. — Torga MHe Ka3alI0Chk, 4TO efa 663BKYCHa, HO KOT'la TEI
KOpMHJIa Me€HS, OHd CTAaHOBHUJIACh BOCXUTHUTEILHOM.

Eé 3Bamu Mot MHM3H, a fOMaIlTHUM uMeHeM — MHbuH. IMIepaTop Ha3kBal €€ Tak JIUIIb B TECHBIX
IIOKOSIX, Hae[lnHe, HUKOTla He 1M03B0oJisAs cebe mogo0HOoro Ha moasax. Ho cerofHs OH HapyILIU 3TO
IIpaBUIIo.

Cepaue Cynpyru Ma¥i TuKOBajo: OHa 3Hana, YTo mobenuna, ¥ ceromHs MMmepaTtop HelmpeMeHHO
ocTaHeTcs B e€ gBopue Llunryi. [IpunbHyB K €ro Tpyau, oHa yxke coOupanach MpOoIIenTaTh YTO-TO
HeXKHOe, KaK BAPYT K3-3a OBePH pa3fasics rojioc:

— Bame BennuectBo, Baie BennuecTso.

HmnepaTop cpasy y3Hal royioc cBoero BepHoro eBHyxa ®au Cu. OH 3Has: pagu 6e301aCHOCTH
rocynaps ero TUYHEIN CJIyra BCerna Aepxaics Henopaneky. ®su Cu mpekpacHO IIOHKUMAJ, YTO
ceryac He BpeMs OecriokouTh Vix BenndecTBa, ¥ €CIIU OH PEIIUIICS Ha 3TO, 3HAUUT, ITPOU3O0IIIIO0
HEYTO HEOTJIOXKHOe — BO3MOXKHO, CPDOUHOE NOHECEHHNE O BOEHHEIX [esax.

He pa3pymeiBast, UmmnepaTop nepecapun Cynpyry Maii Ha CTOSIIUN PAROM CTYJI U MOCIIEIIHO BhIIIE].

OcTaBmmcs ogHa, Cynpyra Mau efBa He 3aJ0XHyJIach 0T spocTu. OHa U NPefCTaBUTh He MOrJIa, 4To
BCE COPBETCS B IIOCTIENHUU MOMEHT, KOrfla ycnex Ovll Tak 61u30k! Kto! KTo nocmen pa3pymuts eé
raHel? OHa OblsIa TOTOBa CMECTH ITOCYAY CO CTOJIa, HO, 3Has, 4YTO KiMmepaTop BCE ellé Iae-To PSAOoM,
croepxKaacs.

OHa mosarana, 4YTo faXke ec/Ii BOZHUKIIA HEOT/IOXKHbIE TOCYIapCTBEHHEIE fefia, iMmepaTop XoTs 05
BepHETC momnpoinaTtscs. OHa Benb Oblyla IEPBOM CPeOu YeTHIPEX CYIPYT, ¥ B TapeMe K Hell Bcerga
OTHOCHITHCH C IOA00aloIINM IIoUYTeHreM. MiMIepaTop H0 CHX MOp He JaBa ey IT0BOJa YCOMHUTLCS B
CBOeH 0JIarOCKJIOHHOCTH.

Ho BCKOpe BHISICHUIIOCH, YTO OHa CJIMIIKOM BHICOKOTO MHEHUS 0 ceOe. iMmepaTop yKe IOKUHYII
nBoper; Liunryii. Kak Toneko ®an Cu monoxkui, yTo npuHiiecca KOHbaHb BHE3AMHO 3ab0ena u
Haxogutcs B CpeguHHOM [BOpIle, MiMIlepaTop, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba, OPOCHUIICS Tyfa.

Korpga crano scHo, 4To 0oH yien, Cympyra May, He ciepkKUBasiCh, CMaxHyja CO CTOJIa BCIO YTBaph.
['poxoT pa3buToi mocynsl foHECCS 00 00KOBOTO MaBUIbOHA, e brnaroponHas rocmoxa Yy
ybaroKuBana pebEHKa.

E€ cnyxaHKa rocnoxa L[¥Hb, yCHIBIIIaB IIyM, TOBOJIBHO YIILIOHYIIACh:

— l'ocnoxa, rosopst, Ero Benuuectso otnpaBuincs K UMmnepatpuue. Bece ctapanus Cynpyru Maii

TIOILIJTM IIPaxoM, Teleph OHa OyfeT BHe cebsi 0T SIPOCTH.

Brnaropoguas rocnoxa Yy mpomosdana, IPOfoJKast MEPHO ITOKayuBaTh IUTA. OHA CMOTpesa B OKHO



Ha HOYHOU MpakK, OKYTaBIINI BECh TapPEM.

B To ke BpeMs B rinaBHOM 3aie Cympyra Mai, y3HaB OT BEPHYBIIEHCS CITyKaHKU ITOIPOOHOCTH,
6ecCHUIIbHO OIyCTUNIach Ha CTYIL.

— locmoxka, rocrozxka, ¢ BaMH BCE XOPOIIO? — UCIIYTaHHO CIIPOCHUIa CiyKaHKa buHia, mogberas K
Hew.

Cynpyra Mbsii cupiesia ¢ OCTEKJIEHEBIIUM B3TJISIO0M, efBa CJIbIIIHO IIPOIIENTaB:

— 3HaA4uT, 9TO IPHUHIECCA...

Bormbitie oHa He IPOPOHKTIa HU C/0Ba. Bemb 9T0 ObLI epBLI pe6GeHOK MMmepaTopa, [049b, KOTOPYIO

oH o0u 60JIblIIe XKU3HU, U 1000 €€ HegoMoranue ObIIO [JIsT HEeTO OCTPOM OO0JIbIO.
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