— Cekper?

Yxo0 JlaHb HE CIIUIIKOM YAUBHUIICSA. AJIEKC IIPOXKUJI Ky/a HOJblIe Hero, TakK 4TO TalH, 0 KOTOPBIX OH
faxke He IOrafbIBajICs, Y TOTO HaBepHsSIKa XBaTasnio. MoJofou peacTaBuTeb KpoBHOTO KilaHa JIAIIb
HeJJoyMeBaJl: C Yero BAPYT AJIeKC pellnsl pa30TKPOBEHHUYAThCS UMEHHO cerldac?

— IIa, cekpeTt, — MSTKO yNIBIOHYICS AJIEKC, 3aMETUB, UTO €My YOaJIOCh OTBJI€Yh BO3JTIO0IEHHOTO OT
TPEBOXKHEBIX MBICTEH. — Kak mymaerib, mouyeMy st OPOCHUIICS criacaTh Te0s, KOTIa TH IBITAJCS
IIOKOHYHUTEL C C0O0H?

— Yt0?.. — Yxko0 JIaHb pacTepssHHO MOPTHYII.

OH HaCTOIBKO IIPUBLHIK K OIIEKE Arnekca, 4TO HAKOT[Ia He 3aJYMEIBAJICA O CKPBITHIX ITPUYKMHAX.
BHe3anHbI} BOIIPOC 3aCTaJl €r0 BPAcCIIIOX, 3aCTaBUB OKOHYATEJIbHO 3allyTAaThCH.

ATexc He CBOJIMII C HETO TJIa3, MPOA0JIXKas POBHEIM, BKPATUHBEIM T'OJIOCOM:

— IToueMy s OTKIIMKHYJICS Ha TBOe XkKejlaHKe OBITh BMecTe BeuHo? [ToueMy mapoBan 6eccMepTHe u
n30aBuy Tebs 0T Bcex cimabocTel, mpucymux KpoBHOMY KiTaHy?

C KaxXObsIM HOBEIM BoIlpocoM Bora meMoHO0B B ronoBe Yo JIaHs YTO-TO COBUTANOCh. OOPHIBKU
BOCIIOMWHAHUY U [OTaf0K POUIUCH B MBICIISIX XaOTUYHBIM BUXPEM, OKOHYATEIIbHO JUIIas
CITOCOOHOCTH paccyXkaaTh 3[IPaBo.

— [ToueMy s pa3 3a pa30M OTBeprajl TBOU HOBbIe XKejtaHusg? [louemy 3anpetun tebe ymupaTh, KOraa
TBHI CaM TOTO XkKaxpman? — AJleKc cuenar mar 61uxke. — f Befib IpeKpacHO 3Hal: CTOUT MHE ITyCTUTh B
XOJ CUJIy, KaK OTCe4YeHHbIe TPEXU BEePHYTCS, U 1 Hen30exkHO cTaHy [lapumMm 60xkecTBOM... — OH
3arisiHyn B cuHeBy a3 Yxko JlaHsa. — Tak moueMmy s BCE paBHO SBHUJICS, CUJIOW BEPHYJ TBOIO AYIIY B
TeJI0 ¥ 3aCTaBUJI XXKUTh Aasblie?

Yzko JlaHb cryman ero, 605ch faxke B3HOXHYTh. OH 3aCTHUI, HE B CHAJIaX OTBECTH B3TJIA.

Aiekc He [aJl eMy YTOHYTh B TAOMPUHTE COMHEHMIH.

— Ha camowMm [fienie THI aBHO AOTafbIBaeIILCSA O pasrafike, MPOCTO OOUIILCS ITOBEPUTDh, — THUXO
B3[OXHY Bor IeMOHOB, onycKas peCHULIB. — {1 Belb Ka3ascs Tebe CIUIIKOM CTPOTUM, XOJIOOHEIM U
YOIIOPHBEIM, BEPHO?

— Her, BoBce HeT, — IOCIIENIHO Bo3pa3uil Yxko Jlanb. — OTO S... 1 OB CIUIIKOM cj1ab ¥ HU4YEM He
MoT Tebe IOMOYb.

— To1 ObLT UmeasneH, T000Bb MOSI, — JTACKOBO YIBIOHYICS Anekc. — HacTompKo upeanes, 4To s



IIPOCTO HE MOT OTOPBATh OT Teb r1as.

ko0 JlaHb pacTepsyiCs ¥ JIUIIh ITPOOOPMOTAT:

— Ho s melicTBUTENBHO OBLI CIIUIIKOM CJIa0...

— 4 Ke ckasan: meno He B Tebe, — BuAs, Kak YKo JIaHb yIIOPHO BUHUT cebsi, ATIeKC PEINI TOBOPUTD
HAUMUCTOTY. — ITO g HEe XOTeJI, YTOOHI TH COTIPUKACAJICS C I'PSI3bI0 U IIOPOKOM 3TOTO MUpa. ITO 5 10
coOCTBEHHOM BOJIE Orpaguil TeOsI OT BCEX OCTaIbHEIX.

— IloruMmaro... — YKo JIaHb OMyCTUJ I'OJIOBY U CTUCHYJI ITaJIbLbl. — { MBITAJICS COOTBETCTBOBATH
TBOMM OXXHIAHUSM, HO IIOTOM... pa3049apoBas Teos.

— Her, TJIYIIBIII. ThHI HUKOTIa MEHS He pa3049apOBHIBAJI.

— Ho Bepp...

— ITocmoTpu Ha MeHs1, YKo JlaHb, — AJIEKC MATKO TIPUIIONHSI €0 3a og00POMIOK, 3aCTaBIsAs
BCTPETUTHCSA B3rIsAgaMu. — Thl BeOb M3HAYAJIbHO faXe He IIPOCUl 0 6eccMepTun. JTO S OTYASHHO
XOTeJ1, YTOOBI ThI KUJL.

— A?.. — Yxo0 JlaHb YOUBJIEHHO 3axJI0Nal pecHUIIaMu. — Ho MOCTOM, g 0 TNIyIOCTU IPOCUT 00 3TOM
TetinapoBuns...

— leimapaBuiIbL — 9TO TOXKeE 51, — He crelra 00bsicHUN Anekc. — Moe «O6:K0pCTBO» SIBUJIOCH K Te0e
¥ C JIETKOCTHIO MAapPOBaJI0 BEYHYIO KU3Hb. BCE, UTO BUASAT MOU T'PEXH — BUXKY U 5I; BCE, UTO OHU
TBOPSAT — IIOCJIyIIHO MO€EU BOJIE.

Yko JIaHb OKOHYATEIBHO 3aMyTaJCs B 9TOM XUTPOYMHOM JIOTHKE:

— 4 HUYero He IMOHUMAIO.

— Tebe u He HYKHO ITOHUMaTh BCE 0 KOHIIA, COJIHIIE MOe, — 0TO3Basics Anekc. — MHe Xxo4eTcH,
4yTOOBI THI YJIOBUJI CYTh, HO He 3a0uBas cebe TOJOBY IUIIHUMHU CII0KHOCTSIMH.

— Ho nmouemy?

— [ToToMy 4TO KaXKAbllii MOM I'PeX OTpazkas TalHble XeJlaHus, COKPHIThIE Ha CAaMOM JHE MOel AyIIH,
— AneKc HeXKHO IIPUXKaJICsI CBoUM J100M K 10y YKo JlaHS. — ITO 5 XOTeJ IofAapuTh Te0e BEeYHOCTD.
Xoren, yToOB MOU IIOPOYHEIE BOIIJIOLIEHUS Pa3 3a Pa30M IEePepOKAaIUCh U OCTABAJIUCh PSIOM C
T00OM. JTO 5 XKeJan npuBs3aTh TebOs K cebe, o0eperaTh ¥ He OTIYCKATh Ha CBOOOMY — Mmaxke TOTHQ,



KOTZa THI yIIIeNI B IPYTO¥M MuUp.

— Ila nagHo... — Yxo0 JlaHb 3aTana gpixaHue. — Ho Bedb 9TO OBUIM MOU XKeJlaHusd!

— BepHo. TBOM XenaHus, KOTOPEIMU S UCKYCHO BOCIIOJIb30BAJICA.

— Yro?!

— ITo cux mop He MOHSI? f1 Bedb y3Ke TOBOPUII: ST UCIIOJIHSII TBOU JKeJIaHUs BEIOOPOYHO, — AJIEKC
eBa OIIyTUMO KOCHYJICS r'y0aMy KOHYMKA eTro Hoca. — EC/u THI IPOCHIT 0 pa3jykKe, O TOM, YTOORI MBI
0obIlle HUKOT A He BCTPEYaIuCh — S IPOCTO UTHOPUPOBAI 3TH MOJIbOBL. Ec/u TBOM KeJlaHUsT MOTJIH
IPUYUHUTH Tebe Bpen — TeM Oosee. d HUKOMY OBl He ITO3BOJIUII OTHATH TBOIO XKU3HB. [Jaxke Tebe
caMomy.

Yxo JlaHb 3aMep, mepeBapuBas ycielmanHoe. CIIyCTs Iapy CeKyH[ ero HaKOHEI] OCEeHUJIO.

— Tax THL... TH X04elllb CKa3aTh... — OH yCcTaBWICA Ha AjleKca MUPOKO PaClaxHyThHIMU IJla3aMU. —
Ecnu Mou KenaHuWs COBIafaly C TBOUMY HaMEPEHUSIMH, Thl JaBajl UM XOfI, @ €CIIK HeT — TOIPOCTY
oTBepran? Moe GeccMepTHe, MOU BCTPEYH C TBOUMHM I'PEXaMH... BCE 3TO CIIYYUIIOCH JIUIIL IIOTOMY,
YTO THI CaM XKaxKIasl [IjIs MEeHs BeUHOU XKu3Hu? X0TeJsI, YTOOH 5 Bceraa OB PSIOM C TOOOM MU XOTS
OBl C TBOMMH YaCTHIIAMHU?

Anekc Tuxo, GapxaTI/ICTO pacCMedIics:

— K yemy Takue cnoxHoCcTU? BCE MOKHO BHIPa3UTh Iopas3fo MIpolie: g xouy ObITh ¢ ToOoM. HaBeuHo.

Yxo JlaHB oLleTIeHe .

Kaszanocs Okl, ocyie ux 6ypHOit HOYHM MOf00HbIE TPU3HAHUS He OOJIKHBI ObUIM BHI3BIBATE ¥ HETO
KyJIbTYPHBIH 1I0K. HO OMHO [Meno — CbImaTh 3T0 OT 6eCaMsTHOTO AJleKca, U COBCEM APYTrOe — OT
Anekca, K KOTOPOMY BEpHYJach MaMsiTh BceMoryimnero bora. OT oco3HaHUs 3TOT0 daKTa MOJIOOM
npencTaBuTeNb KpoBHOTO KlaHa efiBa He JIUIIHIICS Japa PeyH.

— Ho... mouemy? — npoinenTtan Yo Jlanb. — Kak T BooOIIle Ha 3TO PEIIUICS?

— A moyeMmy s momKeH ObIT 0TKa3aThCS? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOTIPOC O0TBeTuUs Anekc. — Vnu TH Bcephe3
AyMaelllb, YTO MPOIION HOYBIO 51 [eKMCTBOBAJI IPOTUB BOJIU?

— Ho Buepa TH elle HUYero He moMuu! — Yo JIaHb B paCTEPSIHHOCTH B3BEPOIIUJI CBOU U 6€3 TOTO
pacTpenaHHbIe BONOCH. — Temneps, Koraa K Tebe BepHYyJach aMsTh, HeyXKeNu Tkl 3a0bl, KaK PaHbIlle
npe3upan nopobHsle Bemu... ¥ TonpKo nmonpoOyi npumniectu cioga cBou CeMb CMEPTHBIX TPEXOB!



Anekc, yYXe HpI/IOTKprBH.II/Iﬂ OBIIIO POT, IIOCIIYIIHO CMOIJIK, HaBasi €My BEIIT'OBOPUTHCA.

— Cam BcmomHuT! 10 TOTO KaK THI OTCEK OT ce0si IpeXH, pa3Be THl HE IMUTAJ OTBPAILIEHUS KO BCEMY
IJIOTCKOMY? — IPOHOIKan pacrnansatecs Yxko Jlanb. — $1 Bemb Bumena 0OPLIBKY TBOETO IIPOIIJIOTO.
[ToMHwUIIb, KAaK ThI 0€33KaI0CTHO IMIPOTOHSII ¥ KapaJsl Kaxka0ro, KTO CMeJI CMOTPeTh Ha MeHS C
BOoXpeneHreM? Kak 3ampelriaa CBOMM BEPYIOLIUM HaxKe MOMyCKaTh HeUeCTHUBLIE MBICIIH 000 MHE?
Torma y TeOs erre ObUIM 0OBIYHEIE YYBCTBA, ¥ Thl HEHABUIEIT TONOOHBIE TPOSIBIEHUS. A TEleph
3asBisels, 6yaTo y Tebs HeT HUKaKux 6apbepoB? [IpocTH, HO s He Bepio!

Arekc mepexBaTUIl ero JTagoHb U 6epexkHO MPUKaJl K CBOEH IPydH, MPSMO HAIPOTUB OBIOIIETOCS
cepaua.

— Torga mocMoTpH MHE B rjla3a, IOUYBCTBYH MoOe TeII0, — HEIPOMKO ITpou3Hec bor 1eMoHOB. —
[TouyBCTBYH U pelu caM, Ty s Tebe UIu HeT.

Yxo JlaHb TSAKEI0 B3TOXHYIL:

— [la 3Halo0 5, YTO ceiyac Thl UCKPEHEeH... Ho CTOUT MHe IofyMaTh, YTO B TBOEH MAyIIe MOTJIa
3aTauThCA XOTS OBl TEHb COMHEHUS, XOTSI OBl MUMOJIETHAS Kallid HEJIOBKOCTH, KaK MHE CTAHOBUTCH
He T10 cele.

— U 4ero xe TH GOUIILCA?

— He 3nat0, — Yxko0 JIaHb 3aKphIT IUI0 PyKaMu. — MHe IaBHO HOMKHO OBITH IJIEBATh Ha YYXKYIO
HeIPUs3Hb, 3a CTOJILKO-TO JIET 51 IPUBLIK KO BceMy. Ho Korma merno kacaetcs Tebs... CTOUT MHe
IIPECTaBUTh, UTO 5 MOTY BHI3BaTh ¥ Te0S OTBpallleHUe WIHU... JafHO, IIYCTh faXe CeKyHOHOe
HELOBOJILCTBO, Y MEHS 3eMJISI YXONUT U3-II0] HOT.

Amnekc MoT4a CMOTPEeJI Ha Hero, He 3Hasl, KaKMMU CJI0OBAaMHU YCIIOKOUTH 9TOT0 MHUTEILHOTO
npencTaBuTesnss KpoBHOTO KiaHa.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB BOT IEMOHOB TOXKe TUXO B3IOXHYII.

Yxko JlaHb TYT K€ HalIPATrCa ¥ UCIIYTaHHO, CJIOBHO HallyraHHAAd IITHIA, YCTABUJICA Ha HETO.

— Hy xopoi1io, — AmeKC MSATKO CxKaJjl ero najbilel. — A COGI/IpaHCH XPaHUTE 3TO B TaliHe OO0 KOHIIAa
BpEeMEH, HO Pa3 YK ThI TdK U3BOOUIITH CGGH, IIpuaeTcd BO BCEM IIPU3HATHCA.

— B uyéem?..

— B ogHOM cekpeTe, KOTOPEIH S IIJTAHUPOBAJT YHECTH C CO00M B HEObITHE, — MpU3HaNCs Anekc. — Th
Be[Ib 3HAEIh, KaKoM o0pa3 s moaaepKuBaj B MPoIIoM. M B TBOMX I'Jla3aX MHE MEHBIIIE BCETO



XOTEJIOCh Ka3aThCs VSI3BUMEIM MITH HECOBEPIIEHHEIM. 1 X&Kefaj, YTOOk Thl 6ECKOHEYHO IIOMHMIT 000
MHe, CTPEMHUJICS KO MHe ¥ JII00uI MeHs 0e3 OTJISIIKH.

— Ho s u Tak Oyny MOMHUTD, CTPEMUTLCS U TIOOUTD Tebs1! — ropsiuo BOCKNMUKHYN Yxko Jlaub. — UTo
OBl HU CIIY4YHUIIOCH, 1 HUKOTTIa He U3MEeHI0 CBOUX YyBCTB!

— Trl Bcerma HaXOOUIIb CaMble HYXKHEIE CJI0Ba, TI000Bb MOsI, — YIIBIOHYICS Anekc. — YTo X, Torga
CITyIIaMu.

— M-m?

— OueHb aBHO MEHS MY4UJI OOUH BOIIPOC, — TUXO 3aroBOPUJI bor 4eMOoHOB. — { pa3MBILIIAI O TOM,
YTO IIPOU30HIET ¢ TOOOM 1Mocye TOro, Kak s 0TceKy CeMb CMEPTHBIX TPEXO0B U CTaHy YUCTHIM
BoxecTBOM.

— A?.. — Uxo0 JlaHb HEOOBEPYUBO MPUIYPUICS. — ThHI y2Ke Torfa 3Hall, 4YTo MUp oOpeyeH Ha rudesn?

— Her.

— Torga moyeMy ThI TOBOPHIIE 00 yOexuile s MeHs?..

— 4 myman o TOM, KaKyi0 XHU3Hb Tebe yrOTOBUTh, KOTHA CaM JIMIINYCh YYBCTB, — CEPbE3HO ITPOU3HEC
Anekc. — 4 gormkeH OBIT 0CBOOOOUTLCS OT SMOLUHM U KeJITaHUM, HO THI-TO OCTaBaJICs MpexXHUM. 1
KOTZIa MEHST He 0Ka3asoCh OBl psioM, 4YToOkl 06eperaTh TeOs OT YyKHUX IMOCSATaTeNIbCTB... He Hallles
Ol TH cebe KOTO-TO IPYTOTo AJIS MIOTCKUX yTex? Ecmu OBl ThI pa3fenuil ¢ KeM-TO JI0XkKe, CMOT ObI 5
BLIHECTH 3TO 3penuine? [TpuHs Ol 1 TBOE IPEIaTeIbCTBO?

Yxko JIaHb OHEMET], IIPUOTKPLEIB POT OT U3YMJIEHU . EMy " B I'OJIOBY HE MOT'JIO l'[prITPI, YTO BEIINKOE
BoxkecTBO KOrga-To TE€P3alIioChb HOHO6HBIMI/I 3€MHBIMH CTPaXaMH.

<<Hey}KeHI/I THI... PEBHOBAJI MEHA K T’MIIOTETUYECKUM COl'IepHI/IKaM?»

Anexkc ellle He 3aKOHYMII. Pa3 yK OH pemruscs o0HaXKUTh AYIINy, ©MeJI0 CMBICTT BEICKa3aTh BCE 6e3
ocTaTka. [TormaxuBas O0JBIUINM ITa/iblieM THIJIbHYI0 CTOPOHY JafOHU NpefcTaBUTeNnss KpoBHOTO
KJIaHa, OH IIPOIOJIKHUII:

— 4 pmonro Pa3MBIIUIAT Hald 3STUM U B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB OCO3HAaJl: HET, 5 OBl He CMHUPHUIICA.

Yxo JlaHb enBa 3aMeTHO B3OPOTHYIL.

— Bot moueMy s 3acTaBUII CBOMX IIOCTIEOBATENEN 61aroroBeTh nepey To60i, MOKIOHATLCS Tebe U



BO3BeCTHU Tebs Ha TaKoil IbeflecTasl, e mo0as rpsisHas MBICIIb B TBOM afipec Ka3aach
CBATOTATCTBOM, — XKECTKO OTUYeKaHMJI AnleKCc. — 91 He IIPOCTO JIUIIXIT UX BO3SMOXKHOCTH
IPUKOCHYThCA K TeOe — 51 00s13a UX 3alluiaTh Te6s 0T 00X TOCATATEIbCTB CO CTOPOHHL.

Yo JlaHb UIIHMIICS Japa peuyu. Cepalle B ero Ipyau 3a0UI0Ch C TaKOM CHJION, YTO, Ka3aloCh, BOT-
BOT ITPOIOMUT pebpa.

— ¢ momxeH OBUT TUYHO YOEOUTHCS, YTO HUKTO HE TOCMEET IIPUCBOUTD Te0sI, — HUIKHH T'OJIOC
Anekca BuOpuUpOBa OT IPEeIeIbHOM Cephbe3HOCTH. — Mol mobumerr, JIrobumer 6ora... TH
IpUHAIIeXkall TONbKO MHe. M Ha TeOe HaBeKM 3alledyaTiIeHO MOe KJIeHMO, KOTOPOe He CTEePeTh HU
OIHOMY CYILIeCTBY BO BceneHHOM.

Yxko JlaHb IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ZKap CTPEMUTEJILHO 3aJIMBAET €ro0 II€I0, YIITU U IIEeKH.

«Boxe MO#... ITO UTO, MpU3HAHKE B JTI0OBU KOCMUYECKOT0 MacuTaba?»

«W Kak MHe Ha 3TO OTBeUaTh?!»

3ameTuB Oypio 3MOIMA, OYLIYIONUIYIO B AyIlle BO3JTI00IEHHOT0, AJIeKC fall eMy HEMHOTO BpEMEHHU
IIPUUATHU B ce6s1, TOCIIe YETr0 JTaCKOBO KOCHYJICS €T0 MOYKH:

— Hy Tak xax? T BCE ellle fyMaelllb, 4TO 5 Ipe3uparo Halry 61I1u30CTh?

— Ho... — Yxo0 JlaHb ¢ TpymoM nomOupa cjaoBa. — BOPYT... BIPYT PeasbHOCTh OKaXkKeTCs Jajieka OT
TBOMX (haHTa3uM, KOTOa Mbl HAYHEM KUTh BMECTE I10-HaCTOSIIEMY?

— Fnynocm, — Anexkc HEXKHO IIPUIBHYII I"YGaMI/I K ero YHIHOIZ PAaKOBHHE. — Hey}KenM ThI CHUTaeIlb
MEH{A TeM, KTO TepdaeT UHTepeC CPa3y II0CJIe TOr0, KaK IIOJIYUUT XKejgaeMoe?

— 4 mpocTo... MHE HEMHOTO...

— CTpalmHo noTepsATh MEHsA? — MATKO 3aKOHUYMII 3a Hero AJeKC ¥ TUX0 pacCcMesicsa. — B 9ToM HeT
HHAYEro MOCTHITHOTO.

_A?

— V Hac Bmepenu 1easi BEYHOCTh. TH yCIIeels BO BCEM YOEOUThCS U BCE MPOYYBCTBOBATh CaM, —
npoienTtan bor neMoHoB. — Ha 9ToT pa3 HaM Ooriblile He 0 4eM OeCIIOKOUTHCS U HEKOTO O0SIThCH.

Yo JIaHb BOyMaJCs B €ro CJioBa. IToxamy#, Anekc ObLT IIpaB.



K ToMy ke OH 1 Tak 6€3yMHO JTII00HM 3TOT0 MYKYHUHY, TaK UTO JKaJI0BAaThCS Ha Cyab0y TOYHO HE
puxomuIiock. axe ecnu B OymylneM UX XKOajld TPYIHOCTH, TOYeMy Obl He JIOBUTh MOMEHTHI CYACThS
37ech 1 cenyac?

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHU YK€ TepellarHyiu YepTy, pa3gesuB I0CTellb, ¥ TEMePb 0CTaBaI0Ch TOJTBKO
IBUTATLCS BIIEpen pykKa 00 PyKY.

CMsTeHHe B MBICJIAX YJIErI0Ch, YCTYIIUB MECTO TBEPHAOM PEIIUMOCTH. YKo JIaHb KPENKO CXKajl PyKy
Arexkca.

OH Habpan B rpyab BO3AyXa, TOTOBHIM HaKOHEI MPOM3HECTU CaMble BaXKHBIE CJI0Ba:

— MHe HyX)HO Tebe Koe-uTO CKa3aTh!..

OpHako Anekc omepedu ero, COpBaB MpuU3HaHue ¢ ry6 mpeacTtaBuTelss KpoBHOro KiiaHa:

— 4 mo6i1r0 TEb4.

(Koser)
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