[IleHOK BoNKa BblIe3 U3 00bsiTUM E JIM, 1€TrK0 COPHITHYT Ha II0JI, B TEMHOTE MTOOHSI T'/la3a 1
IIOCMOTPEIT Ha OEBYIIKY, CIIaBIIYI0 Y U3TOJI0BhS KPOBATH. B MSITKOM IYHHOM CBETE €T0 MaJeHbKas
TeHb Ha MITHOBEHHUE yBeJIMYMnach B HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO BCKOpPe CHOBa CTajla IipexHeu. 4y Mo monya
monro cMoTpen Ha E JIu u HeTepreauBo M3Manl HECKOJIBKO TOPJIOBLIX 3BYKOB. CeromHs Kak pas
CIIY4YMJICS IPUCTYT OTKaTa POJOCIIOBHOM, OH OBII COBEPIIEHHO 00eCCHIIEH U U3 TIOCTIEHUX CHUIT
noOparicst 1o CBOe# KOMHATHI, TTle HaKOHEeI] IPeBPaTHUIICs B IleHKa. B ero 1Bop 0OBIYHO HUKTO He
3aXO0[IMJI, @ OH TaK CIIEIIUJI, YTO He PaCCTaBU/ HUKAKMUX JIOBYIIEK, OTKyHa XKe eMy OBIJI0 3HATh, YTO
CIoJla BOPBETCS KaKasi-TO AeByInKa. M3-3a 0TKaTa OH He MOT NMPUHATE GOPMYy OTPOMHOT0 BOJIKA WIIH
00paTUTHCS B UeJI0BEKa, OCTABAsICh JIUIIL B BUAE IfeHKa, X OB HACTOIBKO €j1a0, YTO MOT TOJIBKO
TI03BOJIUTDH 3TOM HEOXUJAHHO BOPBABIIEHCS eBUOHKE OIIYILIBAaTL €T'0. BCIIOMHUB MPUKOCHOBEHUS K
mee ¥ cnuHe, Yy Mo HeBonbHO HaxMypuiics. OH Bcerfa He 100U, KOT[a ero KacaiTcs. A TyT ellle
IeBYIIIKa, KOTOpas C CaMOTo0 IOSBIEHUS 3aHsiIa eT0 KPOoBaTh U IIPU 3TOM O0pMoOTaja KaKyo-TO UyIIh
Y HalleBaJla CTPaHHbIE MEJIOUH.

Yy Mo NIphHITHY Ha KPOBaTh ¥ IIOCMOTpeET Ha cugimyio E JIu. 3To Oriyia oO6biyHast AeBylIKa 0e3 KaKux-
00 KyJIbTUBAIIMOHHBIX CITIOCOOHOCTEM, HACTONIBKO clabasi, 4To faXKe OH B (popMe IieHKa, 6e3 cur,
Mor 0e3 Tpyha CIpaBUTHCS C Hell. Ha Bomubel j1ane BHE3AMHO BEICTYIIUIN OCTPhIE KOT'TH,
TIOTSIHYBIIMECS K 6eioN 1ee feByIIKU. TOHKas 1Iess — Ka3aloCh, JOCTaTOYHO OMHOTO JIETKOTO
KacaHus, 4TOOHI XJIbIHYJIa KPOBb X HACTYIMIa MTHOBEHHAsI CMepTh. []eByIlIKa Ha KPOBaTU
COBEPIIEHHO HE 3aMeyvala OlaCHOCTH, CJlerKa II0TepIach r0I0BOY, OMIEBeIUIach — BUOUMO, IIest
3aTeKsa, — JOJIr0 yCTpauBajach, HAaKOHeIl Halllla yooOHoe [0JI0KeHKe, IPUYMOKHYJIa r'y0aMu 1
CHOBa CJIafKO YCHYJA.

Yy Mo mocMoTpes Ha Hee, ITofyMarn 1 yopasn Kortu. Hem3BecTHO, OTKy/Ia 3Ta XKEeHIMHA, MOXKXHO
OCTaBHUTH ee U MoHabmoaaTh. K ToMy ke, xoTd Uy Mo He X0Tell Ipr3HaBaTh, IPUKOCHOBEHHUS U
00BATHS OEBYIIKA HEMHOTO 00JIETYUIIN €T0 TejI0, KOTopoe Tep3aa 601b. OTKAT pOIOCIOBHON — 3TO
HEBLIHOCUMO, 00JIh ¥ XOJIO[ TPOCAYMBAIOTCS U3 KOCTEH, Haxe YKPHIBIIUCH OJEsJIOM, OH He MOT
COTpeThCST — B ofesizie He ObIJIO HU KaIlIu Telia. Ho Temno B 06BATUSX IeBYLIKH IIOMOTaJIo.

Ceprle BOJTUBY YIIHM APOKaIKM Ha X0JI0OgHOM BeTpy. Uy Mo Mojiya CBepHYJICS B KJIy0OK, HO He
BepHYyJcs B 00bsaTHS E JIu, a 5er psigoM, 3aKphUl rla3a ¥ IPOJO0JIKaJl TePIEeTh HETIPEPHIBHO
pas3benalomnii HEPBEL OTKAT PogocioBHOU. E JIu, craBiias 0e3 BCAKOM MO3HI, TaK U He MOHSIA, YTO
3TOH HOYBIO efiBa He OKa3aslach Yy BpaT CMEPTH, U IIPOJ0JIXKajla CIIOKOMHO CIlaTh, IIOCTENIEHHO
CII0I3as BHU3, [I0KA He pacTsHy/lach Ha KpoBaTu. Ee packuHyTas pyka Cily4alHO KOCHYJIACh
cBepHYyBIIErocs psapoM Yy Mo. Uy Mo B ¢hopMe mieHKa MOYyBCTBOBAJI U3MEHEHHUeE ee 03k, Ha ero
MOpJZie 0TPa3ujIOCh HeTepIlieHue, OH COOpasCs C CUJIaMU BCTaTh U YUTH NOJAJIbIIE OT 3TOM XKEHIIUHEI,
HO MaJieHbKas pyKa BAPYT Pe3K0 CXBaTuia ero, u cnadeiii Yy Mo, He ycneB cpearupoBaTh, OKa3ascs
IIpUXKATHIM K ee rpynu. OHa yOOBIETBOPEHHO IIOTEPJIach LEKOU 0 ero NYIKUCTYI0 MaKyIKy U
npopokuia cnath. Yy Mo moneiTancs MoIeBeIuTLCS, TOAHSI I7la3a Ha 0OHUMAaBIIYIO €T0
JKEHIHY, BCEM CBOMM BUOM II0Ka3bIBas HELOBOILCTBO, HO TIOYYBCTBOBAB UCXOAIIEe OT Hee TEIo,
IIOJlaBUJI Pa3fpakeHue, 3aKPhUI I1a3a ¥ 3aTUX.

TonMBKO TUXO TIOMHSII NIy U MOIoXKuII ee y men E JIu. Ecriu OB OHa cHejana X0Th YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE,
€ro jara MTHOBEHHO Iepepe3arsa Okl e Topso. B 9ToT MOMEHT cucTteMa, HabiogaBInas 3a CMeJIEIMU
nevicTBusiMu E JIu ¢ 602KeCTBEHHOM MePCIeKTHUBE, Obl/la B KpaiHEM HAIIPSIKEeHWH U ITepexXuBaa,
IJIa0d Ha cinagko crgawmyto E Jln.

Ha cnepmyroiee yTpo COTHEYHBIN CBET MPOHUK Yepe3 OTKPHITOE OKHO, ¥ KOMHATa HAMOJTHUIIACh



cBetoM. Uy Mo yxKe Mepexkusl 0TKaT, BCTal PaHo, 00paTUJICS B UeJI0BEUECKUM 00IUK U CTOSIN Y
KPOBATH, C OTBpallleHueM Insaasd Ha E JIu, KoTopas pacKuHyIach Ha KPOBaTH, KaK UePOTTIAd «ma».
CucreMa, IIdAs Ha €ro B3TJIsAM, HEBOJIBHO ITOAyMasia: XKejaHue IIpupe3aTh YeJI0BeKa He CKPOelllb.
[Tpomnoi Houbio Uy Mo Obln citab u3-3a OTKaTa, IO3TOMY He Hamasl. A ceiidac BOCCTAHOBUBIIUKCS Yy
Mo ogHUM OBUKEHUEM PYKH MOT OTIIPaBUTh E JIu Ha TOT cBeT, U x0T HeOeCHbI 3aKOH MOT
COXPaHUTD ey XKH3Hb, HE CTOUJIO TaK PUCKOBATh.

CucTteme IIPHUIIIOCH TOCTOSTHHO 3BaTh E JIu B ee Mope co3HaHus. E JIu, y KOTOpPOM HUKOTTA He ObIIo
IIPHUBBEIYKY BCTaBaTh PaHO, II0CJIe HECKOIBKUX OKJIMKOB CUCTEMBI IOCTEIIEHHO Hayalla BEIXOAUTh U3
CHa, HO BOBCe He coOupasach IPOCHIAThCS U HETEPIENIMBO MaxHyJjla pyKol B BO3[yXe, TpoOOPMOTaB:

— Hapmoeno, He mymMu, Heb3s JIM JaTh IOCIATh YTpoM? — U, mepeBepHYBUIUCEH, IPUTSIHYTA K cebe
omesio.

CucremMma: ...

Bups, uto nuio Yy Mo cTaHOBUTCA BCe MpadyHee, CUCTEMA, CKPels cepale, Ipopoiixkuia 38ats E Jln.

— Ckasarsa Xe, He IIyMH... a7

Pa3byxeHnHas mocpenu cinankoro cHa E JIu, He CKpbiBasi pa3fpakeHus, CePOUTO Cejla Ha KPOBaTH, U
ee T'HeB ellle He IIpoIIes], Korga OHa BCTpeTusiach B3riagoM ¢ Uy Mo, ctogBmuM y KposaTu. IOHoIa y
KpoBaTu ObLI ofieT B Oejioe, BRITISAAET XOJIOGHEIM U OTCTPAHEHHEIM, HO C HOTKOY TOPAOCTH. B yepHEIX
r7a3ax CBETUJICSA OCTPHIY B3I, HallpaBIeHHEM Ipsamo Ha E Jlu.

Kaxk cka3saTsp, 9TOT IOHOIIIA Ka3aJIiCsA ey faxe KpacuBee, 4YeM IJIaBHBIM repod UsH L[310HbIY, KOTOPBIU
B POMaHe OIMCHIBAJICS KaK HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBLIN U XOJIOOHEIN, U G0Jiee... BIeYaTISOIINM?
WuTyunusa nogckaseiBana E JIu, 4To 9TOT I0HOLIA He U3 TeX, C KeM JIETKO cipaBuThcda. Ho Torma
II0YEMY OH OKa3aJICid B ee KOMHaTe?

E JIu BCTIOMHMIIA, YTO IIPOILJION HOYLIO € He yOalioch HAaWTH ey, OHa BepHYIach U 0OHapyKuIa
MaJIeHbKOTI'0 1ICa, C KOTOPHIM U YCHYya... KaxeTcs, Bo BTOPOM I0JIOBHHE HOYM OHA OOHMMaJa ero,
ObLI0 OUeHb YO00HO, flaxke ymobHee, YeM CIaTh C IITIONMIEBRIMU UTPYIIKaMH, KOTOPhE OHa BCerya
obHMMana. BcmoMHUB BuepallHee MTyLUINCTOe YIOBOIbCTBUE, E JIu, Kak 4eloBeK, KOTOPHIM KaXayio
HOYb CITUT, OOHKUMaS IIJTIOIIEeBYI0 UTPYIIKY, ITOAyMala, YTO HaCTOsIIee MYyLUIHCTOe CYIIeCTBO — 3TO
cyacthe! Ho roe e BuepamHuii nymucTuk? E JIu CTIOTHYa, COeIUHUB BCE COOBITHUS, U ee
MHTYULUA [I0ACKa3asa, 4YTo OeJI0 IJI0XO.
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