— Ila u TO BepHO... — cTaphiii CTapocTa Tpex IepeBeHb MPU3aayMascs. — B oqHOM ye3fe Hapomy
IIPOPBA, THICSY JECATh AYII TOYHO HaOepeTcs. BEIKPOIO BpeMs Ha JHSX, TOTOJIKYIO C APYTHMHU
CTapOCTaMH TPEX HEePEeBEHb.

— Moii gsigs U3 IepeBHU CeMbl Xy — CIOIaii, y HET0 CJIOT YMCTHIY [a MO4YepK TBEPHBIM, — MOCIIEIIN
3aMOJIBUTE CNT0BO [IuH TsHb. — ExKenmu KTO mucaTh He 00y4YeH, TycKad MPSIMUKOM K HEMY UAYT.

YnyckaTh TaKyio BO3MOXKHOCTB [IJIsI CBOETO POICTBeHHUKA Xy Bast Momomo#t uenoBek He coOUparcs.
Ecnu 3To Gnaroe peno mouneT mo ymied camoro CeiHa He0a, To u [isifie mepenagéeT TonuKa
MMIIePATOPCKON MHUJIOCTH ¥ IIOYETA.

— XM, {eio TOBOPHIIb, — O0OPUTEIHbHO KUBHY CTapuK. — Kak BOPOTHUIIbCS, HaOpocai 4epTéx.
MEI-TO OTPOOSACH TaKUX LITYK HE BUABIBAJIA, YMa He IPUJI0KUM, KaK K HUM ITOOCTYIIUTHCS.

— HoroBopunucs! — kuHyn [Iun TsHb. — Hapucyio Bcé B mogpoOHOCTAX ga oTHecy Xpomomy [IuHY.
OH y Hac MacTep 3HATHHIM, IIYyCTUM B XO[ CaMyl0 JIy4LIyi0 IpEeBEeCUHY.

— Hert-HeT-HeT! — cTapuK ympsiMo 3aTpsic rojioBoii. — TyT mepeBo 0COGEHHOE HYKHO. Bo3pMEM
JKeJle3HOe — OHO ¥ KPEIKOe, ¥ CHOCY eMy He OyfeT, ma ¥ Ay Jo0poro mpea3HaMeHOBaHUS CaMoe
OHO.

— Ilycts OymeT Tak, — cornacuincs [IuH TsHb. B MIOTHUIIKOM peMecse OH He CMBICIIHU POBHBIM
CYETOM HUYEro, Tak YTO CIIOPUThL co CTApOCTOM Tpex NepeBeHb He CTall.

OmHaKo BCKOpPEe TeHb COMHEHHUsI BHOBb HaOexKasa Ha 1o CTapoCTh TPeX NepeBeHb:

— OHO-TO nagHo... [la TOMHKO KakK K Halllell 3aTee HOBBIM Ye3MHBIN Cy[bs OTHECETCA? He BHIIIIO OB
OOKOM.

— Ienymka, — ¢ ynei0Ko# oto3Bascs [IuH TsHb, — MaJjio Jid, YTO OH TaM cebOe HamyMaeT. Kyna
BakKHee TO, UTO MBI Tellepb Ha KOPOTKOM HOTe C TOCIIOAMHOM IIpedeKToM. K ToOMy Ke, exKelu HOBBIU
Cy[bsl TOKE 3aX04YeT YOOCTOUTHLCS MOMOOHOM YeCTH OT IIPOCTOTO JII0[a, EMYy IPUOETCS U3 KOXKHU BOH
J1e3Th fla TPYAUTHCSI Ha COBECTh. A MHa4e OTCIYXKHUT CBOX TPU I'Ofia, ¥ IIPOBOXKATh €r0 CTaHyT
IIyCTHIMU ABOPaAMHU — OX KakK HEJIOBKO BBHIUET.

— W 10 nipaBpa, wenbMa TH 37aKasi, — XMBIKHYJI CTapUK. — TOJIbKO Ye3OHbIE Y HAaC IIOPOU U HOJIbIIe
TPEX JieT 3acuxkuBaioTcsa. Ham [y MuH BOH IIeIBIX JeCSATh JIET Y PyJid IPOoCTosI... — CTapocTa Tpex
IepeBeHb B3OOXHYJI, yCTPEMUB B3TJISAMA KyOa-TO BOaab. — XOTS, KOHEYHO, HOBBIM YeJI0BEK — 3TO KOT B
Metke. C [y MUHOM-TO MBI CPDOOHUIMCh, KaXKAO0T0 MOJHOTOTHYIO 3HAIH.

Iy Mun npasun ye3gom Beiubero Pora 1eoe geciTuneTe U 3a 9TU TOOBl YCIIe CTaTh AJI MECTHBIX
CBOUM B IOCKY. Koe-KoMy U3 CTapoCT Jaxke AOBOOUIIOCH CULETh 3a ero JoMallHuM cTtojoM. HapogHas
m000Bb He MAETCS MapoM, U y IPeNaHHOCTH XKUTejiel OblIM BeCKue Ipu4uHH. [Iy MuH, KOHEYHO, He



OBLT 0€3TrPENIHBIM CBSITHIM — IIOPOH MPUOMPa K pyKaM TO, YTO IIJIOXO0 JIEKHUT, HO MepPHl He
IIepecTyIai u Ie/ly He Bpeausl. A TTaBHOe — OH Pa3[desIui C Ye3[I0M BCe TSATOTH TPEXJIeTHeH
M3HYPUTEIbHOM BOMHEL. B Te cTpallIHble JHU OH CAMOJIMYHO ITOTHUMAJICS Ha TOPOACKHE CTEHH,
BOOJIYILEBIISIST 3aIIUTHUKOB, a KOTIa Bpary MpopBaii 060POHY, OCTANICS B 00pe4EHHOM T'OpOIe.
[MTucaHbI KHUKHUK, XPYIIKAYA YUHOBHUK — OH, HE IPOTHYB, CKUMAJl B PyKaX TsxkKEoe 60eBoe Oao,
TOTOBHIM CTMHYTH BMECTE CO CBOMMHU IIOObMU. He momocmei BOBpeMst MOIMOTa, ero KOCTH IaBHO ObI
HCTJIeTH B 0€3BECTHOM MOTHIIE.

Pa3Be MOXKHO CPaBHUTH TAKOT'0 YeJI0BeKa C 0e3THKUM ITPEEeMHUKOM, KOTOPOT'0 IPHUIILTIOT 00T BECTh
OTKyza?

— Jla ¥ K TOMy Xe, — 3arOBOPILIUYEeCKY [TOHU3WUI rooc [Jud TaHb, — OHU Belb faxke He BCTPETATCS.
4 pasy3Hain: gena OyoyT mepegaBaTh yepe3 HoBepeHHEIX ciyT. Ham [y MuH yener, ¥ JIUIIb CIYCTS
BpeMs SIBUTCS HOBBIM YE3OHBIN Cy[bs.

Iun TsHB MeMCTBUTENIBHO 3apaHee pa3moOblI 9TH CBedeHus. BooO1ie-To 0 3aKOHY YUHOBHUKH
00st3aHbI OBIITM ITepefaBaTh fIejla U3 PYK B PYKH, JIMYHO C r1a3y Ha ria3. OJHaKo HOBHIY Ha3HaYeHell
exaJ u3faneka, Ia ellé U TaluI 3a co0oii ekl 0003 C JOMOoYallaMy U MOKUTKAMU. [IBUTANIUCH
OHM YepernalibuM IIaroM, a IOTOMY BIIEPE[ BhIC/IAJIM T'OHIIOB C JOBEPEHHOCTSMHU, abkl Te Imo-
ObICTPOMY IPUHSN OyMaru y MpexHed agMUHUCTPAIIUY, a caM OapyH W3BOJIHII MPUOLITH, KOTHA
PacTpsiCeT KOCTH B JOPOTeE.

— Bor oHO Kak? — CTapuk 3aMeTHO IPUOOOPHUIICS, B €T'0 BHIIIBETLINX I'1a3ax 61ecHys oroHéK. — Hy,
Torga 1 OecIOKOUTLCA He 0 dYeM!

Konu HOBHIM Cymbsi He 3aCTaHeT rocuoguHa [y B yesme, TO ¥ IyPHOT0 3HaMEeHUSs B ITofJapKe He
YCMOTPHT, Ia ¥ CKaHfa/la Ha IIyCTOM MecTe yoacTcs u3bexartb. B KpaliHeM ciiydae, Korma
HOBOIIPHOBIBIIINYI HAaKOHELl COM3BOJIUT SIBUTHCS, OHU YCTPOST EMY BCTPEUY IIOMHIIIHEE la ToOoraye.

COpocuB C OYIIH TAKEIbIM KaMeHb, OHU I000JITAIH eIlé HeMHOT0 O HACYIIHEIX [ejax, oCye Yero
[uH TSHL BEKIINBO OTKJIAHSJICS.

Kak v nosoxeHo 110 o6bIyao, [epeBeHCKuH crapocTa [uH [JacuH He OTIIYCTUII €T0 C IyCTHIMU
pPyKaMM, BCyYUB OTBETHEIN Ilap — YBECUCTHIM IIMAT COJIEHOTO CBUHOTO 0OKOpOKa. 1o epeBeHCKUM
MepKaM Takoe yTrolleH’e CUUTAIOCh eiBa JI He POCKOLIBIO.

— Isnsa [acuH, MOJIHO BaM, He CTOUT... — IOILITAJICS OBIO OTHEKMBAThCA [IuH T9HDL, HO TOT U
CIylIaTh HUYEro He XkKeJiajl, HACTOMYMBO BIUXKBas CBEPTOK €My B PYKHU:

— Bepu, 6epu, nneMsHHUK! BOpoTUIIIECS B CBOIO YIIPaBY, IOTYLIUIID C CYIIEHON 3€JIeHbI0 — 3HATHAs
IoXJ1I€0Ka BLIHANET.

IlenaTs Hedero, IIPHUIIIIOCH IvH TSHIO TAIllUTh dPOMATHYIO CBUHHUHY I[OMOfI.



JIuiib 3aBUAEB €T0 Ha IMOPOre, POACTBEHHUKHU U3 CEMEX BTOPOTO U TPETHETO AsAer CO CIIOKOMHOU
[yIIo0i 3acobupanuch mo gomam. IIponetena Tuxas HOYb, a Ha ciefnyiomee yTpo [uH TSHb NpUHSICS
cobupaTthcst B mopory. OH aKKypaTHO YIIaKOBaJl MPUITACEHHBIM CBUHOM OKOPOK — 3HATHBIN IOCTHHEL]
[UIS POOHU U3 [IePEBHU CeMbH Xy, TOe XKHUJI eT0 OAAS.

Pansbiie-To ero Bcerga Bo3uin [Iua Mo, HO Telnepb y TOro 3a00T 10I0H POT, TaK 4YTO HaAeATbCA
IIPpHUXOOUJIOCH TOJIBKO Ha COOCTBEHHBIE CHIIHL.

[TpaBUTH KOHHBEIM 9KHUMaxkeM [JuH TsHb 0Tpoasich He yMesn. CBOOOTHBIX BOJIOB B iepeBHE TOXKe OBLIO0
He CHICKAThb — BCe [I0 eUHOTO Cceiyac HafiphIBaJIX KUJIE Ha BeCeHHeH maxoTe. ITopa3MEIC/IuB,
MOJIOMIO¥ YeJIOBEK PEeLIU 3arjIsSHyTh Ha MECTHYIO CBIPOBAPHIO, HAfIesICh BEITPOCHUTH Y X0351€B
CMHPHOT'O OCJTHKA.

Ho cTouno emy BHIMTH 3a BOPOTA, KaK HABCTPEUY IIOKa3ascs cTaphiii CTapocTa TpeX IepeBeHb.

— Bor u magHO, Kak pa3 Te0st u uckan! — qoOpOayIIHO OKIMKHY ero CTapuK. — MHe Toxe Hago0HO
B IEPEeBHIO CeMbH Xy HaBemaThCs. Benen TBoeMy msme [JacHHy 3amlpsrarth TeJery, Tak 9TO I0eXaslu
BMeCTe, 110 TIyTH OyZeT.

Omet CTapocTa Tpex JepeBeHb OB IPAa3gHUYHO — B MOOPOTHBIM, TOYTH HOBBIM XasaT, TIagKo
BBITJIA2KEHHHBIN U ONPSTHHIHM. Cpa3y BUIHO: YeJI0BEK cOOpasICs BePUIUTh BeJIUKKe [ela.

— Bor cnacub6o, gsagiomka! — o6papmoBancs [IuH Taab. — A To g ¥y ObIJI0 coOpascs Ha CHIPOBapHIO
UITH, KIAHATHCS, YTOO 0CJIa OJOJIKUIIH.

KoneuHo, nomapns 6eXKUT pe3Bee, a BOJIOBbS YIPSIKKA TAlUTCS YepelallbuM I1aroM. Y CcTapoCTH
CBOel JIoIagy He BOLUTIOCH, HO II0 HEIHEIIHeH Iope 3alloJyduTh fake TaKylo Tejlery CYuTanoch
6onbiioi yoaueit. K tomy xe [us TsaHb B r1yOuHe AyIIN U3PSOHO MOOAUBAIICS, YTO C YIPSIMBIM
OCJIUKOM OH TIOTIPOCTY HE CJIAJUT B IOPOTE.
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