WmnepaTtopckuit Xpam [IpegkoB, u3HbIBas B OTHE, CTOHAJ, MEOHBIE KOJIOKOJIbIIA IO
B3METHYBUIMMUCS KapHU3aMU JAaBHO yKe YMOJIKJIU, OCTaBUB JIUIIb TETeN, TI0X0XKUHM Ha CHET, 4TO
XJIOTIbSIMU TIafiajl Ha CU3ble KaMeHHbIe cTyneHu. Ce JIMHb CTOSII TOCPEeNX MOPS OTHSI, OPAaKOHbE
XaJiaThl TpeleTany Ha BeTpPy, HO yKe OBUIM U30[paHbl HAallOJIOBUHY, MaHKeThl 06arpeHsl KPOBhIO, a
KOHYMKY Ia/IblieB UCIIaYKaHb YepPHIWIaMU — He KWHOBAaphIo, a Topsiuell, elle He 3aCTHIBIIEN KPOBBIO.

CeMbecsiT Ba CBUCTKA KPOBABOM JIETOMMCHU B3MBIJIA BBEHICH BCJIE]] 3@ BETPOM, CJIOBHO 6a00UKH,
CJIOBHO 3aKJIITHE, CJIOBHO B3[I0XU OECUYHCIIEHHBIX YCOIIIUX AYII, KPyXKach U yleTas B HOYHOe Hebo.
[TpocTeie MIOOY BHICHIIIATY U3 TEPEYIKOB, 3aUpasi TOJIOBH, TPOTITUBAs PYKH, JIOBSI 00arpeHHbIEe
OymaxHbie MUCTH. KTO-TO y3HABalM UMeHa IIPEKOB, KTO-TO CO CIe3aMH Ha ra3ax MOHUMall
HUCTHHHYIO IPUYUHY T0enu 0TIla ¥ OpaTheB, KTO-TO MPUXKUMAJT KPOBABYIO JIETOMKUCh K I'PYOH, CIIOBHO
3ammias MiafeHIa.

— JT0 He BoJs Hebec, a JIogcKoe OencTBue.

Ce JIuHb MOOHST KUCTh, 0OMAKHYJI ee B KPOBb U Ha I'JIaBHOM cTeHe MMmnepaTopckoro Xpam IIpenkoB
BBIBEJI 3Ty CTPOKY. KOHUMK KUCTH OBITT OCTEP, KaK MeY, Kaxka0e CJI0BO — CJIOBHO JKeJIe3HBIN I'BO3Mb,
BOH3UBIIKNCS B CAaMbIM IO3BOHOYHUK MMIIEPAaTOPCKOM BIACTHU. YepHHUIIA ellle He BLICOXIIH, a OTOHb
yxe gobparscs no 6anok ¥ KOJIOHH, 00KUTast JIUI0 KapoM, HO OH 0CTaBaJICS HETIOOBUKEH.

CBuctsias CTpeJla COPBAllaCh U3 TEMHOTHI, IIEeJIACh IIPAMO €MY B CIIMHY.

BcnbIxHyn KIIUHOK, IOOOOHBIN 3UMHEMY HHEI0 IOf JIYHOH.

LIsub Y2Ka0 3aCIOHUII ero COOO0H.

HaKOHeYHUK CTpeJIH BOIIes B I1JIe40, KpOBb MTHOBEHHO IIpoIuTasia 0eI0CHeKHble YAHOBHUYbU
OJle2K[IbI, PACITyCTUBIINCE, CJIOBHO BHE3AITHO PACKPHIBIINICS [IBETOK KpacHOU CuBH. OH He U3[al HU
3BYyKa, JIWIIL BOH3WI Me4 B KaMeHHBIe IIUTH, YOepKUBas paBHOBECHE, U3 YTOJIKa ero pTa COUYMUiach
KPOBB, HO OH BCE PABHO C yIbIOKOM cMoTpen Ha Ce JIuHS.

— T#lL... 3auem nputen? — ronoc Ce JIMHS 3By4as XpUIIIO, COBCEM He II0-CBOEMY.

— TeI nUIIENTF UCTOPUIO, — THXO MPOTroBopwI LI9Hs UYKao, — a s 3amuinai Tebs, ¥ 9TO JOJT YECTH.

Ce JIuHb pE3K0O PA3BEPHYIICS U KPEIKO MMPUKAI €T0 K I'PYAH, UX OJ€KIbl OKPACUITUCH KPOBBIO
HACKBO3b. LI9Hb YKao MPUCTIOHUIICS K €T0 IIJIedy, AbIXxaHue ObII0 elBa 3aMETHBIM, PECHUIILI JIETKO
TpelleTaly, HO OH BCe ellle CMOTPeJI Ha Ty CTeHY, Ha Ty CTPOKY.

— [Mumm... — npo6opMoTan oH. — [loNUIIeNIs, ¥ 5 TIOUAY C TOOOM B CIETYIOUIYI0 OUHACTHIO.

Ce JIuHb 3aKpHII I'J1a3a, OOWHOKAS Cjie3a CKAaTUIIach BHU3, yIlaja Ha KPOBaBhe HePOTTU(E U
IIpeBpaTuiach B elle 6oree rioy0OKUM, TEMHBIN 1IBET.



OH 3aHec KHUCTh, ee KOHYHUK 3aMep Hafg BeleHHOﬁ CTEHEI ¥ O0JITO HE OIIYCKaJICA.

OTCBeTHI IJITaMEeHU OTPaXKaIkuCh Ha ero OieqHOM jIuIle, a B ria3ax LI9Hb YKao CHUsiyT MATKHUH, TIOYTH
Iapymolui 0CBOOOKIeHNEe CBET YIIHIOKH.

Haxkonern on OITYCTHII KUCTh.

[TocnenHss CTPOKa MeJJjIeHHO [IPOCTYINIa Ha CTeHe, TOf00HO [T0BEPHYBIIIEH BCISATH peKe KPOBY,
nofo0HO BEpHYBIIIENCS Ha CBOe MECTO JyIle:

— Ce JIunb u LlpHb YKao BMeCTe MUIIYT 3Ty UCTOPUIO, He CIIpalliuBasi 0 Oyayluen Ku3Hu, 60psACh
JIUIIH 38 HBIHEIIHIOH.

Hepo 3aMepPJI0, YepHHUJIa 3daCThIJIN.

BeTep BHE3aIlHO CTHX.

Ho oronb B3METHYJICSI C HOBOM CHUJIOH, CIIOBHO pa3rHeBaHHOe 00KeCTBO, IOTJIoIIas 6anku, pe3Hble
OKHa, y30pHI B BUJIe IPaKOHOB U He(puToBkle cTyneHu. iMnepatopckuit Xpam [IpefkoB pymumics B
S3BIKaX IJIaMeHH, OOHAKO HUKTO He OTCTYNWI Ha3apd. [IpoCTrie MIOAY ONMyCTUINCEH Ha KOJIEHY,
Kacasch 10aMy 3eMJIH, ¥ BCJIyX YUTaIM KPOBaBYIO JIETOIIKCh; UX I'OJI0Ca HapacTally OT TUXUX [0
TPOMKHX, OT OOUHOYHEIX 0O BCEOOIINX, CIMBASICh B €IUHbBIN OYPHBIN ITOTOK, YCTPEMIISIOUUNCS IPSIMO
B HeDeca.

— Ce Jlunb... LI YKao... BMeCTe MUIIYT 9Ty UCTOPHIO... HE CIpalIuBasi o Oyayiien Ku3HuU... 60psch
JIUIIb 38 HBIHEIIHIOMW. ..

Cnorteikasick, CeiH Heba BriOeka K IBOPIIOBEIM BOPOTaM, €ro 30JI0Tasti KOpOHa IIePEKOCUIIACh,
IPaKOHWM XanaT ObIT ©3Ma3aH B caXke, B pyKe OH CXKUMaJl T0JI0OBUHY Pa30uTOM UMIepaTOPCKOM
Ie4yaT ¥ UCCTYIIJIEHHO BOIIUJI:

— Ce JIunsb! T comen ¢ yma! Th ke cam oTpe3an cebs oT Hebec!

Ce JIuub Me[IJIEHHO MTOBEPHYJICS. B OKpOBaBIEHHOW PyKe OH IepzKajl KUCTh, ero OfeK bl 0BT
pas3odpaHkl B KJIOYbS, HO CaM OH BBITJISIZIENT CJIOBHO colnefinee ¢ Hebec 60KeCTBo.

— Trt MoxelIb cOexKaTh C TPOHA, — I'OJIOC €T0 3BYyYall CIIOKOWHO, HO KaXIoe CJI0BO PA3HUJjI0, CJIOBHO
KJIMHOK, — HEYXKEeJIH Thl JyMaelllb, YTO COEKHUIITh OT HCTOPUH?

3pa‘-IKI/I CriHa Heba CY3HJINCh B YZKaCe, OH IIOIIATHUIICSA, CIIOTEIKAasACh, UMIIEPATOPCKaAs I1€49aTh BEIIIalld
13 ero pykK, CO 3BOHOM YOAPHUBIINCE 03€Mb U PACKOJIOBIINCE HAABOE.



LisHp Ykao cnabo ynbiOHYICS B €T0 00BITUSAX, €T0 AbIXxaHUe ObIIO XPYIIKKUM, KaK I1JIaMsI CBEYH:

— ...Kaxk xopormo.

Ce JIuHb OMyCTHIICS HUZKE U MOLIEIOBAJ er0 00arpeHHBIN KPOBLIO J100.

— Ilomigem.

fA3bIKY MJTaMeHU TOXKpaiu ociefHoo 0anky, u UMnepatopckuii XpaMm I[IpekoB ¢ TpOXOTOM
o0pymucs. CKBO3b ABIM U MbLIb ABE GUTYPHI CIIUIUCH B 00BSITUAX, OfeXKAb 00paliaauch B Iemner, a
JIMCTHL KPOBABOM JIETOIMUCH, CJIOBHO CBUTOK, MEIJIEHHO IOTHUMAINCE BBEPX, IPEBPAIIasiCh B SPKO-
KpaCHBIY CBETOBOU CJIefl, YCTPEMUBIINMCSI IPpIMO K Mnegnomy IlyTu.

Becsh ropong OIMyCTHUIICA Ha KOJIEHHU B €OIUHOM IIOKJIOHE.

HukTo Oosbllle He Ha3klBal X 6e3yMIlamMu.

HukTo 60sblle He Ha3bIBaJl X MATEXKHUKAMH.

B pykax oHU CKUMasy HalliCaHHYI0 KPOBbBIO IIPaBLYy.

Ha YCTaX OHH IIOBTOPSAIN CO3OAHHYIO JIIOOBMH UCTOPHUIO.

Ha camomMm Kpalo OrHA B BETPE IIOCJIBIIIAICA TUXUU IIETOT — TO JIX 3TO BEsn BEeTeP, TO JIX OTJIeTalla
gylia, TO TH JOHOCHIICA I'0JI0C 6eCCMepTHOT0 JIETOIINCIIa:

— I/ICTOpI/IH HHUKOI'Ta He IMHIIETCA TeMH, KTO BOCCENAET Ha TPOHE.

— Ee BRICEKAIOT Te, KTO CTOSJI Ha KOJIEHSX, OTaBas 3a 3TO CBOU KH3HH, CJIOBO 3a CJIOBOM.

KpOBaBaH JIETOIINCH B3MEIJIa BBEICE, HOJI[OGHO HCKpaM, 4YTO 3aXKUTaloT CTEIHOU IIoxKap.

A map pyunamu Umnepatopckoro XpaMma [Ipenkos ocTanacs UG OfHA [I0JIypa3pylleHHas CTeHa, Ha
KOTOPOU IPKO U He yracasi TOpeIu ceMb KPOBaBhIX HEPOTTIA(OB.

— Ce JIunb u L]aHb YKa0 BMECTe IUIIYT 3Ty UCTOPUIO, He CIIpalluBasi 0 Oyayiei xKu3uu, 60psch
JINIIb 32 HBIHEIIHIOIO.
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