HpOU.U'IO HeMaJl0 BpeMeHH, IIpexXae 4eM IIjia4 IIOCTEIIEHHO CTHUX.

— ViMnepaTop HaMepeH NOPYy4uTh MHe ynpasienue KOXHEIMU 3eMIsIMHU, BKITIOYas TOPOAa,
nopHeceHHbIe [la Cyii. [Tonarato, TH y2Ke 00 3TOM ciblian. Tutyn AHbHaHb-BaHa KaXkKeTCsl BEJIUKOU
MUJIOCTBIO, HO Ha [iele 3TO 03HaydaeT, 4To IyTh K UMIIePaTOPCKOMY [IPECTOIly [Jist MeHs OTpe3aH, —
X3 LuHIe nonoxun nogboponok Ha ronosy Iy [IutoHsa, HaMaTeIBasl Ha Iajiel] BlIaXHYI0 OT II0Ta
IpPsAb YEPHBIX BOJIOC, ClIafiaBlIyio Ha meKy. — OpHako HOxXHble 3eM/IM — Kpail CYpOBBIH, @ Th
HoCHUIIlb peOeHKa, TeOe HYKHO Gepeydb 300poBbe. TaM He JTy4dIline YCIOBUS OIS OTHBIXA, I03TOMY S
II0Ka He HaMepeH OpaTh ynpaBiieHne Ha ce0si, IyCTh JejlaMy Be[JaloT MEeCTHbIE YMHOBHUKH.
WmnepaTtop coryacuscs, 4ToOH s ele HeCKOJIBKO JIeT ocTaBaics B lI[5HII3MHE, HO B KOHEYHOM UTOTE,
KpoOMe MeHs, HUKTO He CMOXKEeT CTaTh TeM BaHOM, 4TO OymeT oxpaHaTh KOXKHEBIE 3eMIIH.

[y IIxtoHDb yIIOBUII CKPBITEIM CMBICT €70 CJIOB, ¥ TEJI0 ero B3OporHyno. B orBeT X [uHIIB 00HSI €T0
ellle Kpemye U, IPUIIOTHSIB OPOBb, CIIPOCHUIT:

— YTo Takoe?

— THl... TH X0Uelllb B35ITh MeHs ¢ coboit? — ryOrt [y [IIutoHs gpoxKamnu, OH C HeJoBepHeM MOAHSI Ha
HEero B3TJIs.

X3 LIuHIIE TOALeNU ero 3a ToA00POI0K, MTOTJIaAUB IasbllaMy TTIafIKyi0, HEXKHYI0 KOXKY. B ero rimazax
3aTauJICS XOJIOOHLIN, HeuuTaeMEIA OJIecK:

— A TH Kak mgyMai, Mo UXK3HI[3I0Hb, MOM CYynpyr BaHa AHbHAHb?

AHbHaHb-BaH NIPOBEJI Ha MOJAX CpaXkeHUU Ooee OeCATH JIeT, JaBHO YTPATUB IOHOIIECKYIO MATKOCTE.
Ero B3risp craj ocTpee, 4eM y BOJIKa U3 MyCTHHU. Koryma oH cpaXascs B KpOBaBBIX OMTBaX, ODHOTO
JIUIIB ero JIEOSTHOT0 B3opa OBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BParu B yXKace TepPsiId BOJIO K CONPOTUBIIEHHIO,
a ero MacCTepcKoe BlafeHue KombeM OecYrCcIIieHHOe MHOXKeCTBO pa3 obparmaso Boiicka [la Cyit B
6erctBo. Co BpeMeHeM OH CTajl CBUPEIIEIM BOJIKOM, IIPU ONHOM YIIOMUHaHUM KOTOPOro BouHH [a Cyi
IpOXKau OT CTpaxa.

Toppl cyk0b1 B FOXKHBIX 3€MIISIX O[T MMAJISIITUM COTHIIEM ¥ BETPAMU U3MEHUIIM €T0 KOXKY: OHa
nepecrTasa ObITh TAKOM CBETJION, KAaK B IOHOCTH, IPUOOPETS TeIIhi OPOH30BEIN OTTEHOK, a TeJI0
CTaJIo Kyla MOIIIHee U Kpemye, 4yeM y 00br9HOoro yesoBeka. 11ly IIInioHb, 0KA3aBIIKCh B €T0 O0BATHUSAX,
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0sl CIIOBHO 3a KAMEHHOM CTEHOM, HETIPUCTYIIHOM U HageXKHOM.

— ¢ mymast... THL He 3axX04elb MeHs 6paThb...

I_Hy [uroHb 3aKPHIJI I'JIa3a U JIWIIb CIIYCTA OOJIr0€ BPEeMs C TPYOOM BEITABUII U3 cebs 9TH CJIOBA.

— TBI MOSI eOWHCTBEHHAS CYIPYTa, I0f cepaleM y Tebs Mol peOeHOK, Kak s MOT'Y He XOTeTh TeOs
B3STh? — 3TO OBIJIO ITPOCTO CMEIITHO.



X3 LIuHIE OMHOM PYKOM 3amyCTuI Hasbibl B Bonock! LIy [IutoHs, a mpyroi oOHS €ro 3a Tajluio,
MBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTH APOIKAIlEero 0T TPEBOT'U YeJI0OBEKa.

Bynp To Ta npeganHOoCTh, 4TO nmposBui Ly [IInioHb, 0Ka3aB MOMOIIL B CaMbIi TAKEIBIU Yac, Ulln
YYBCTBA, KOTOPHIE C TOMAMU KPEIJIK MeXKAy HUMU, — OH He MOT GPOCHUTE eT0 pafil KOT0-TO PYTOTO.
Ero cnoBa, C710BHO TaCKOBOE COJIHIIE, Pa30THA/IM CT'YCTUBIINECS Ty4H, IIPOTHAB IPOYb I1evyajb U3
ceppua Iy Iurons.

— IIpaBma? — ronoc lly [IutoHs gpoxKaj, oH 00SI7ICS YCIbILIATh OTPUIIATEIbHEIN OTBET.

X9 [IuHIIB OTKUHYI IPSAb BOJIOC CO J10a ¥ MOIleJI0OBal KPAaCHYI0 POOWHKY Ha €ro IePEeHOCHIIE,
BIIEPBEIE CMSATYMB TOH:

— HcTvHHas npasfa.

[TycTh ronoc ero 3By4as X0JIOMHO, HO B UICKPEHHOCTH €r0 CJIOB COMHEBAThCS HEe MPUXoauiocs. Iy
[II1ioHs HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS, HO, TIOME[ITIAB, Tpo6opMoTat:

— A Kax Xxe rocrnonuH Yxkao X9H...

— 4 oTtkaxy Umnepartpute.

X3 LIuHIIBI TOTBKO BYEpa BEPHYJICS B CTOIUILY, KOTHA YCIIbIIIa, Kak MmepaTop 3aBest pa3roBop 06
3TOM, VIIOMSIHYB, YTO MMIepaTpulia xkelaeT coBepiIuTh nodpoe meno. Ho Temeps B ero cepale He
OBLIIO MecTa HYU IJIs1 KOTO APYTOro.

[Ty [TutoHb XOTEI ObIJIO CITPOCUTH 0 YeM-TO ellle, HO TyT mpuiiyia CHYkao U JOJI0KUIIA, YTO 00e[ yxKe
TOTOB ¥ TOCIIO ITPOCST MTPOUTH B OOKOBYIO 3ally.

— I'me THI 0OBIYHO 00egaeIn?

I'maza Uly Illutons Bce elle ObUIM KPACHBIMU U OMYXIIUMHU, OH CMYIIIEHHO OTBETHUI:

— OOrIyHO B O0KOBOM 3alle, a eClid He MOT'Y BCTATh C IMOCTEJIA, TO Ha KPOBATL CTAaBAT HU3KUY CTONUK.

TonbpKO BOT ceiyac, Koryma OHU OBUIM BOBOEM, MeCTa Ka3aJloCh COBCEM MaJlo, ¥ Pa3BEePHYTHCS OBLIO
Herge.

X3 LIMHIIB TOJHSJICS, IIOMOT eMY OfeThCs, 3aBsI3all MOSIC XalaTa, IJIOTHO YKYTaJl B MEXOBYI0 HAaKUMKY,
a 3aTeM IIOAXBATHII Ha PYKHU H, CIIeAys 3a CIyTrol, HalpaBuics B G0OKOBYIO 3aily.



3asa Hax0Oguiach B KOHIIE rajepeu, TaM yZKe Pa3BeJId ZKaPOBHIO. CHy}KaHKI/I, YBHOEB, YTO OHHU
BXO[OsT, IMOCIIEITHO OTOOABUHYJIN CTYJIbA U3 KPACHOT'O JEPEBa.
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