CecTtpuila XyH yXe BCTpedasnachk ¢ Kmapkom — 3ToT ¢akT mokasasncs 2KyaHb baio 0mHOBpeMEHHO
HEOXKHUIAaHHBEIM U BIIOJTHE 3aKOHOMEPHEBIM.

To, uto Knapk mora nosiButhkcs nepen Cectpulieir XyH, He YOUBIISIO0, HO BOT TO, YTO OHU ITOJIAIAIIA
— 9T0 OBIJIO CTPAHHO.

2Kyans Bait 06Bes pUCYTCTBYIOUIUX B3TJISAOM M PELIUs TOBOPUTL HAYUCTOTY:

— 41 Bumen mMoruny Kiapk B cafgy 3aMKa, BHYTPH OBLIT XPYCTasIbHEIH Ipo6. BeposiTHO, XKeTaHue
repuora Miospca 3aKJII04aeTcs: B TOM, YTOOB MBI HaIlllnu Teo Kiapk u BepHYH ero B 3TOT I'pod.

YcnriliaB 3T0, CUEBIINE B CTOPOHE U 3aMKHYBIIHUiCS B cebe [laoba elrie 60bllie o3eIeHer.

OH He 3a0bI7T, KaK PpaHkbIlIe IIogo3peBan }KyaHb Bbas u3-3a ero BHE3amHOT0 HCUE3HOBEHU .

KTo GBI MOT TOOyMaTh, YTO OH B 3TO BPeMs pa3biCKuBaj rpod Kmapk.

I'pynna Habpocasa MpYMepHBIii MJIaH OeACTBUN U Pa30LIach.

Kyans Baii BepHYyJ/ICS B KOMHATy C YePHBIM KOTEHKOM, JIeT Ha KpOBaTh U YCTABUJICS B IIOTOJIOK.
KOoTeHOK TO ¥ [1eJT0 TOITAJICS 110 HEMY, ITePEeKATHIBAJICS C OMHOTO Kpasi KpOBAaTH Ha APYTOH, a TIOTOM
TI0JIOKWJT TO00PONOK Ha PyKy 2KyaHb Bas, TacKOBO BhITpALIBasi BHUMaHUE.

Kaxpmoe ero MsiykaHbe 3By4asio BCE HexXHee. 2KyaHb ball MefiJIeHHO IPUILyPUIICS, IOTUPas
majbIlaM¥ 3aTPUBOK 3BEpPbKa, ¥ TPOOOPMOTAIT:

— Hy KaK ThI, KOT, MOZKEIIIb OBITH TAKUM JIACKOBBIM?

ConHEYHBIH CBET U3 OKHA MATKUM IISITHOM JIET HA KpoBaTh. 2KyaHbs Bast Hayaso KJIOHUTL B COH, BEKU
OTSIKEJIeNH, ¥, He B CUJIaX COMPOTHUBIISTHCS IPEMOTE, OH 3aCHYJI, IPUCIOHUBIIKCE K TIOAyLIKe. B aTOT
CaMEIil MOMEHT JIy4 CBeTA yIIaj Ha YePHOT0 KOTEHKA, 0TOPackBasi ero TeHb Ha 0eJyio CTeHy.

KoHeuHOCTH TE€HU Me[JIeHHO yIINHIINCh, U 0YepTaHusl KOTeHKa ITOCTEIIeHHO IIPEBPaTUINChH B
4YeJI0BeYeCKy purypy.

Aup YyaHb, Tom0OHO YePHOMY KOTEHKY, OCTOPOKHO II0JIOKHUJIT ITOA00OPOMIOK Ha PYKY toHOIM. Ero HOC
CJierKa JpOTHYJI — JIETKUM MATHBIM apoMaT, ucxopusiuuii oT 2KyaHb bas, MTHOBEHHO OKyTaJ ero. OH
HEXKHO [I0Tepcs IeKoi o nuuo 2Kyanbs basg ¥ TUXO0 IPOLIEnTat:

— XKya#ns KyaHb.



Con XKyanb bas 6511 6€CITOKOMHBIM.

To nu u3-3a TSIKeNbIX MBICIIeH TIepel CHOM, TO JIX M3-3a TOT'0, YTO OHM yIoMuHanu Kiapk, Bo CHe OH
CHOBA BEPHYJICS K TOM MOTUJIbHOM IIJIUTE B cafy 3aMKa. OgHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 BCE OBIJIO MHAYe.

OH yBuAe, KaK II0CJie TOr0, KaK OH TalKOM YIIeJI, IeBYIIKa B XPyCTaIbHOM Ipoby MemIeHHO
OTKpBIJIa T'7la3a U, HaleBas MeCEeHKY, IIPOBOMKIIA ero B3rJIsIIoM. B momHoYs Toro ke gHs Kiapk,
BOJIOYA M3yBeUeHHbIe HOTH, BhIOpasach U3 XpyCcTanbHOTro rpoba, 1o MpoxXoay mof HaarpobrueM AMKUCH
BBILIIIa HAPYKY U, 1IATr 3a IIaroM, IIOoIJienach K 3aMKYy.

OHa HanpaBunachk B KoMHaTy CecTpulbl XyH.

Cectpulia XyH ellle He crajia. YCIBIIAB CTYK, OHa HUYEro He 0TBeTusa, u Knapk Boluia caMa.

Mepnnenno gobpasmuch fo CecTpuilsl XyH, OHa THXO OIYCTHIIa TOJIOBY €i Ha KOJIeHU U, CITyIIas
KONIEIOeNIbHY10, 3aKphlIa TJla3a.

CeCTpI/II.Ia XYH nepe61/1pana €€ IJIMHHBIE 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCHI, 3aIlyieTast TOJICTYIO KOCY. KnapK
IMOOHMATa I'OJIOBY M TUXO IIPOTOBOPHUIIA:

— Panbinle MaMa 3a1ieTana MHe KOCHL, @ KOTHa 5 Hay4uJack, TO CTasa 3amerars [Jxynuany. [To3xe
I KynuaHy 3TO CTaslo He HyXKHO.

Paccynok Cectputbl XyH ObIJT 3aTYMaHEH, U yTelllala OHa Tak Ke — ITOBTOPSIS OOHU U Te XKe (Ppa3sl:

— 4 3annerty Tebe.

Knapk nocnymsao KuBHYNa. Koca ymana Ha Ijie40, ¥ OHa OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJIACh €€ PYKOM.

Houb nponertesna MrHOBEHHO.

Cectpuna XyH yCHyJa, CUps B Kpecie. Kiapk IocMOTpesia Ha CBOM CJIOMaHHBIE HOTY, HEMHOI0
nokose6anach, HO BCE XKe C OTPOMHBIM TPYIOM AOTalllijia KPecyio A0 KPOBaTH U, IIPUI0KKUB HEMAJO
ycunuii, ynoxuna Cectpuily XyH cnath. OHa 3aMeTHIa, 4YTO Ta YTO-TO OOPMOUET, IPUCIYIIaaach u
IIOBTOPUJIA 3a Heu:

— IIBafIIaTh.

YT0 9TO 3HAUUT?

Krapk goniro ckioHsia rojosy, pa3rigaasiBasg Cectpuuy XyH, HO TaK ¥ He CMOTJIa HUYEro IOHATh. B



KOHII€ KOHIIOB, IIOHYPHB I'OJIOBY, OHa MEJJIEHHO YIIIJIa.

[TokuHyB KoMHaTy CecTpuilsl XyH, Knapk He BepHYIach B CBOM XpyCTasbHbIM rpob, a HamrpaBuiach B
KOMHaTy repuora Mrospca.

IBopenKuit CTOSIN Y BX0Aa ¥ 3aKphlI 3a Kiapk Tsaxenwie nBepu. XKyanb bait xoTen 65110
IIDOCKOJIb3HYTh CJIE[IOM, HO ABOPELKUM, CIIOBHO 4YTO-TO II0YYBCTBOBAB, MOJIYa 3aropOAUl IIPOXOf,
ycTaBuBLIKCh Ha 2KyaHb bas mapou negsHbIX I'1as.

XKyans baii 3amep.

OH moMaxaJl pyKoii mepef JUII0M OBOPEIKOro, ¥ B Ty XK€ CEeKYHAY ABEPDb C 'POXOTOM 3aXJIOHYJIACh.

XKyans baii:

3a 3T0 Befb MOJIOXKEH IITPad, BepHO? [[BEPh XKe MOYTH CJIOMAJIH.

He vMest BO3MOKHOCTHY BOUTH ciiefioM 3a Knapk, 2Kyaub bail npuHscs 6pofguTh 1o 3aMKy ¥ caM He
3aMeTuJ, KaK OKa3aJcs Ha naToM 3Taxke. CTOs y JIeCTHUIIBI, OH BIJISIAENICS BAajlb: BECh 3aMOK OBIJT
IIOTPY2KEH BO ThMY, HO B CaMOM KOHIle KOpUAopa Mepiaj ciabwiii cBeT. Bo3myx Bokpyr 2Kyanb bas
cnerkKa BUOPUPOBa, B HEM KPYKUIKCh TOHKHE ITBITUHKH.

B HaCTYHI/IBH.IeI;I THUIINHE KTO-TO 3arOBOPHII:

— Twt He momoxkernb MHe? [Tomorwy, mporry... Ecnu moMoxers, s ogapio Te6st 60raTCTBOM, CIaBOH,
BUHOM U KpacCaBUIlaMHU...

— Wnu cropga.

— IIpocTo unm Buepeq.

XKyansb baii coesnan mwar, Ho CJIOBHO 3aIllyTajiCs B 4eM-TO HEBUIUMOM: PYKU He OBUTAINCh, HOTU He
caymanuch. OH THXO XMBIKHYJI, IPUIYPHUIICS U, CJIIOBHO B 3a0bIThH, TpoOOpMOTast: — He memai, —
HeBupuMeble nyTel MTHOBEHHO KMcYe3ny, u 2KyaHb ball JBUHYJICS Jasblle.

T'oyoc cTUX y ABEPH B KOHIE KOPUIOPA.

2Kyansw Bait OB XOpOIII0 3HAKOM C 3TO# gBepkhIo. [lofgaBIIich Ha YTOBOPHI, OH IMOAHST PYKY U
Me[JIEHHO CXKaJ Nasblbl Ha IBEPHOU PyYKe. B 9TOT MOMEHT CTpPaHHBIM r'0JI0C ITOYTH COPBAJICA Ha



BH3T OT BOS6Y}KI[€HI/IH:

— Jla, ma, uMeHHO Tak. [IpoCTO IOBEPHU €€, ¥ Thl YBUAUILIb MEeHs. 3HAEIIb JIeTeHAY 0 3aMKe
Bnusuenos? Eciu TH 3arafiaelllb MHE XeJlaHue, S HCIIOJIHIO JII000e U3 HUuX.

— Yero TH xo4entb? EcTh mu y Te0sT HeHCIIOJIHEHHEIE MEUTHI?

XKyansb baii oTBeTun:

— EcTbh.

T'oj0C, Ka3ajoch, CTasl ele pagocTHee:

— Pacckaxu MHe? 51 momory Te6Ge 3TO OCYIIECTBUTE.

XKyanp baii XMBIKHYIT:

— TBI MOXKeIIb TIOMOYb MHE BHIUTH U3 3TOU UTPHI?

— Y-yT0? — ['0JI0C Ha MTHOBEHUE PACTEPSJICSA. — BBIUTU U3 UTPHI?

XKyanp Baii B3goxHyn. ETo pyka BC€ ellle KpenKo CKUMasla ABEPHYI0 PYYKY, HO B TOJIOCE CIIBILIATNUCH
coxXaJleHue U pa304apoBaHue:

— BI/II[I/II.T.IB? ThI JaxKe He 3HAaelllb, qepe3 4TO A ITPOIIeT. Kak Tl MOKeITs MHE IIOMOYE?

— 4 mory! ITpocto Bnyct MeHs! Eciii MBI BCTPETUMCS U TIOTOBOPUM, 5 Y3HAI0 BCE 0 TBOUX Oefax u
CMOT'y IIOMOYb!

— IIpaBpa?

— KoneuHo. — I'oyioc 3By4as BCE yBEPEHHEE.

2Kyansw Bait onycTum B3TJI4 Ha PyYKY U CIerKa IIOBEPHYJI €€ BIIPaBO.

Pa3pascsi TOHKUH 1eT40K, B KOMHaTe HACTyIKIIa TUIIMHA. A 3aTeM IIOCIIbIIIACS IIyM, CIOBHO
BHYTpH OyIIeBas yparaH, U TSKeJloe, IIPePHBUCTOE JEIXaHUE IIPSIMO 3a [BEPHIO.

Vix pasmernsia JUIIb TOHKAS [Teperopoaka.



XKyans Baii Moyiua CMOTpeJI Ha [IBEPS, AOJIT0 He MPEeAIpUHUMAas HUKAKUX IeUCTBUM.

— Ia, BOT TakK. IIpoCTO TONMKHY [BEPH, ¥ THl YBUAUIIL MEHS, U S UCIIOIHIO TBOE XKeJlaHue.

B ronoce ckBo3unu HeTepIleHue U TpeBOora, HO cobeceHUK, BUIMMO, BO3JIaraa Ha }KyaHB bas Bce
CBOM HaeXK[hbI, ITPOAOJIZKasia c00J1a3HATh U YCIIOKaXBATh IOHOIIY.

Crouno XKyaub bato mumib cierka HaxaTb, U BCE 3aKOHUMIIOCH OHI.

YenoBex 110 Ty CTOPOHY ABEPH MEeOJIEHHO PAaCTAHYII I"Y6I>I B YJ'[BIGKG, IIPU2AKABIIXUCE TUIIOM K XOJIOMHOH
IIOBEPXHOCTH. HpOHH3bIBaIOH.II/Iﬁ XO0JI04 3aCTaBJIsAII ero TeJIO I'OPEeTh. OH CIUIIKOM CHJIBHO XOTE
BbIGp&TBCH. OH ObIN 3aIlepT B 3TOM KPOIIEYHOM MECTEe COTHH JIET, OH CJIIMIIKOM JOJITO XKOaJl 3TOI0
MOMEHTaA...

IlaBai ke, TonmKai!

ITom ero HeTePIIeJINBEI€ ITPHUI3BIBEI Pa30alICAd IIEIY0K.

OH:

XKyaHb bail ¢ HEBO3MYTUMBIM BIUAOM IIOBEPHYJI PYYKY BJIEBO [Ba pa3a.

[TepBriil pa3 — 3aKpPHIUI OBEDD.

Bropou pa3 — 3amnep Ha 3aMOK.

3aTeM OH TONKHYJ IBepb, YOEOUIICs, YTO OHA He TOAJaeTCs, TOXJIONaJ 10 Hell U YIOBIEeTBOPEHHO
KWBHYI:

— VI3BMHU, HO 5 BOPYT NepegyMain. MHe KaxeTcsl, B UTpe JOBOJIbHO Hemsox0. Kak TOIbKo MHe
CTaHeT CKYYHO, 5 IPUJY U TOIpPOIIy TeOs HCIIOTHUTL MO€e JKeJlaHue.

BrIpaxkeHue uIia TOro, KTO ObIT BHYTPH, 3aCTHIIO.

Ila TBOIO X MaTh!

OcTtaBuB 3TH c/0Ba, 2KyaHb ball, 3aCyHyB pyK: B KapMaHBHI, He CIIellla HallpaBuIcs 06paTHO B
KOMHaTYy repiora Mispca. K coxaneHnuio, Beph OblJIa pacrnaxHyTa, BHYTPH HUKOTO He OBIJI0O — I10



BCe¥ BUAMMOCTH, Kitapk yxe yiia.

2Kyanb Bait ObI7T BechMa pa304apoBaH.

CnycTs gBa 4yaca OH Me[JIEeHHO OTKPBLUI I'1a3a. [IpOCHYBIIKCH, OH ellje YyBCTBOBAJ JIETKOe
3aMelIaTeNbCTBO, a Ha KYTOJie IIOTOJIKA BCE ellle MePeIIuIuCh OYepTaHus ABYX 00HSABLINXCS QUTYD.
XKyans Bail B3gpOrHyJ1, MBIC/IM BCTAIX Ha CBOM MECTa, U OH PE3KO0 ITI0CMOTpPeJI BHUS.

YepHBIN KOTEHOK, KaK 3allpaBCKUll 6apuH, pa3BaiujCs y HETo Ha Irpynu. Bec B HECKOJIBKO
KUJIOTPAMMOB U3PSIOHO HaBUJI, OTYETO B I'PYAU HBIIIO.

2Kyans Baii motep nepeHoCHIly, paciyTall XBOCT KOTeHKa, 00MOTaBIINICS BOKPYT €r0 IeH, OTKUHYII
omesiyio ¥, 3aBEPHYB B HETO 3BepbKa, 3aCYHYJ B YTOJI KpoBaTH. Pa3manock xkKano0HOe MIyKaHbe,
00JIBIIIOM KOMOK B Ofiesijie 3allleBeJIUIICS, U HaKOHeIl OTTyZa IT0Ka3alach 00MKeHHas KOIIaubs
MOPIOYKa.

— May.

}KyaHb Bbaii moxmomnar ero 1mo rojioBe, HUYEro He CKa3aBs, U BHIIEN U3 KOMHaTh. CTOUIO eMy MIOTIOUTH
K OBepsiM, KaK KOTEHOK BbI6paJ'ICH N3 ofesiia.

3akpsiBas aBepb, 2KyaHb bail HeBOJIbHO OpOCHI B3I/ BBEPX — Ha IIOTOJIKE efiBa Pa3IuuiMO
IIPOCTYTaJl CTPOUHBIY YeJI0BEUECKUU CUITYIT.

Ensa XKyanb bali Brilllenn 13 KOMHATHI, KakK ero gorsanu Bax Bau u IlIsub LtoH. OHUM BHTIAAENH
B3BOJTHOBAHHBIMU ¥ ITpubexkasny B crelike. Ban BaH, Kak TOJbKO YBUMAEN €r0, CXBAaTUII 3 PYKY U
MIPOIIIeITal:

— Onsars Tpym.

— ToT, ube UMSI HUKTO HEe IIOMHHUT?

Ban Ban OBl TOTPSICEH:

— OTKyga Thl 3Haellb?

}KyaHB bau ImogyMmall: KakK OH MOT' HEe 3HATh? ITOT IMapeHb — TUIINYHOE «IIYIIEYHOE MACO». Y Takux
HepCOHa}KefI B UT'De OaXKe UMEHHU HET, YMUPAIOT OHU IIE€PBBEIMHU.



— Kak on ymep?

— Ero Befb cBsi3anu BepeBKaMH, fa? MBI He CTajld BMEIIUBAThCS, HO KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM oHH C [IyH
XaeM NOyMHeNIH ¥ Hadalu IoMoraTh Apyr opyry. Ho... Kak TOJBKO OHM pa3Bsi3anuch, [yH Xau
pas3pyOun ero Ha KyCKH.

[Tpu Mmeiciu 06 3TOM cileHe Ban BaHa 3aTomHuIo0, B ropsie Bctan KoM. OH mo6eiHes, 1 UMEHHO B
aToT MoMeHT XKyaub bait notsuyn [IIaus LtoH 3a co60#, OTCTyIass Ha HECKOJIbKO I1aroB.

Y ToyHo — Bau BaH, omepImich OfHOM PyKO# 0 CTEHY, a APYrof IPUKPLIB POT, Havasl pBaTh.

XKyans bait HaxMypuics.

HewussecTHO, HpOI:II[GT Ay Ban BaHa 3Ta CKJIOHHOCTB K PBOTHEIM IIO3BIBAM.

9TO TOJIBLKO IEPBHIY YPOBEHD, a OH yKe Tak pearupyert. Eciu B OynyiieM AC BCTPETHUT €ro Ha JPYrux
YPOBHSX, KaK Obl OH €ro He 3apa3ul.

Meicnu XKyanb bast yHecnuch maneko, HO TYT OH ycinblman, Kak s o Tuxo nobaBuna:

— IyH Xal Toxe paHeH. TOT mapeHb, COMPOTUBIISASLCH, OTPYOUI eMy pyKy. KpoBbio 3anuiio Bech
pecTopaH.

XKyaHb bail pa3BepHYJICs, COXpaHss HEBO3MYTUMOE BEIpaKeHMe Iulia:

— B TakoMm CilIy4dae, B PeCTOPaH MEI He HOfI)IeM.

ITomomnuaBs, oH moOaBUI:

— CNIUIIKOM I'PSA3HO.
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