B ogHo MruoBenwue B3risam 2KyaHb bast mpruKoBay K ce0e OTPOMHBIN, PACIIMPEHHBINA YePHBIN 3PavyoK.

Ou nmomxxar ry6el, riy0oKo BHOXHYT U TKHY BaH BaHa B mmedo. He maB ToMy U pTa PaCKpHITh, YTOOR
3apaTh Bompoc, 2Kyanb bail cuioii pa3BepHyJI ero rojoBy B CTOPOHY KPOBATU. 3aCTUTHYTHIN
BpacIuiox, Ban BaH BCTpeTusncs B3rasggoM C 3TUM CaMbIM 3PadykOoM.

JIumio Ban Bana BMUT oKaMeHETO.

ATtMocdepa y 0KHa, Ka3aioch, pe3Ko Hakanwmiachk. 2KyaHb baii ciibllial, Kak TSKejno OemuT Bad Baw,
KaK TOT IILITAETCS YHATH APOXKb. UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT JBOPELKUY Bui, KOTOPHIY J0 3TOTO PHUICS
B YIJIy B IIOMCKaX alTe4yKy, BEPHYJICS C IIyCTHIMU PyKaMu. OH ABaXXOHI IIPOIIEIICs nepen 60IbIIon
KPOBAaThIO, CIIOBHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUB, U HaTHYJCS, HayaB IIapUTh 110 IOCTEIH.

‘{epHa;{ TKaHb II0A €TI0 PYKaMu cOusach B Ky4y, oOHaxas TO, YTO OBIJIO CIIPATAHO II0[O Hel.

910 OBlNa pyKa, Mepexopsasi B KUCTE.

HeunsBecTHO, CKOJIBKO IIPOIIJIO BPEMEHH, IIPEXKIOE YEM JIBOpeLIKI/IfI bunn OTCTYIIXII Ha3a[, C TPyOIOM
BBEITACKUBAA U3-IIOO KPOBATU I'POMO3IOKYIO AIITEUYKY. Korpa sIuK ¢ I'POXOTOM yOoapuiIiCd O II0JI, TOT
CaMBbIH I'JTa3 HEBOJIbHO BEIKATHUIICS CIIEAOM.

['myxo cTy4a, OH nokaTtuics npsamo K HoraM 2KyaHnb basa v Bau BaHa.

CTOUJIO UM OIYCTUTh T'OJIOBBI, KAK YEPHHBIN 3Pavy0K YCTABUIICS MPSIMO Ha HUX.

Bau Bas: ...

XKyans baii: ...

[Tanpupsl Ban Bana snunuce B mne4do 2KyaHb bast. OH CyIOpOKHO BABIXal ¥ BHIABIXAJ, U KOTTa yKe
OBLI TOTOB 3aKATUTh I'JIa3a M YIIacTh B 0OMOPOK, MBOPEIKHUI BUIIIT TOCIeNIHO ofo1Ies, HarHyICs U
OAHSN ri1a3. [T07102KUB ero Ha J1afloHb, OH HaXMYPHJICS, COYJI IBUIMHKY ¥ BEPHYJI BCE Ha MeCTO,
CHOBa HAaKPHIB YEPHOU TKAHBIO.

OOGepHYBIIKUCH, OH COXPaHSI HEBO3MYTUMOE BEIpaXKeHUe JIUIla, CJIOBHO HUYETo He TPOU30IIIIO:

— Ecnu BaM 4TO-TO MOHamOOUTCS, UITUTE B anTeuke. Kak HaimeTe, cpa3y BO3BpaAIIaliTECh OTAHIXATh.
Bau BaHz BceM BecoM HaBanuiics Ha 2Kyanb bas. Ero B3rnsan Gnyzkpaa, HOTY IOOKAIINBAIUCh, U B

nyIie oH 00pedeHHO ogyMal:

IIa KTO, 4epT BO3bMH, X0UET OCTAaBAThCS 37I€Ch HOJIbIIE IMOJI0KEHHOr0? KTo Bo0oOIIIe X04eT CMOTPETh
Ha 3TOT rna3!



Vxomgs, Ban Ban c10BHO Ha KPBIIBAX JIETEII. EnBa BEICKOYMB 3a OBEPH, OH C I'POXOTOM PYXHYIJI IIPSAMO B
Kopuagope. A B KOMHaTe }KyaHb bau HEBO3MYTHUMO IIOAOOMIEeJI K KPOBATH, OOCTAJL 6I/IHTBI, CIIUPT ¥ Ma3b,
IIPHU 3TOM €ero B3IJidO TO K OeJI0 BO3BPaAlllaliCa K qepHoﬁ TKaHH.

2Kanb, 4TO mOCe CIy4YUBIIETOCS ABOPEUKuX Buil BCEé HaKPhIIL.

B03MOXKHO... TPUAETCS 3aTITHYTh CIOfa elle pas.

K Tomy BpeMmenwu, Kak XKyans baii 3aKoHYuUJ IepeBs3Ky, Ban BaH BCE elle BRITTIAEN KakK goXJas
pei0ba. OH BEITIHYJICS Ha JWBaHe, HEJIeo 3aAipaB HOTHU, U Buenusics B pyKy 2KyaHb basi, CJTOBHO B
BeJM4aiiiee COKPOBUIIE.

Co cne3aMu Ha Tla3ax OH CHOBAa B3MOJIMJICS:

— XKyanb baif, maBa¥i ceromHs MOCIIKM BMeCTe, Bcero onuH pa3! f obemrato, g 6ymy Bectu cedst Tuxo!

Kyanb Baii BEICBOOGOAUIT PYKY U XOJIOMHO OTBETHII:

— He m1065m10 caTh ¢ KEM-TO B OHOM IIOCTEJIH.

[TomonuaB, OH UCKOCa B3rJIAHYJ Ha Ban BaHa ¢ SIBHEIM COMHEHUEM:

— ThI CerogHs TOYHO He YCHeEIIb. Bynemb BOPOYAThCH, a4 U3-3a 3TOTO HE YCHY U 4.

OH yKa3as OJIMHHBLIM ITajbIleM Ha [Beph U 0eCCTPacTHO H0OaBHUII:

— JIBephb TaM. Yxomm.

Ban Bas, yTupas ciesbl, yXOAuJI, IOCTOSTHHO OTJISIABIBAsICh. Ero B3risy OB IIOJIOH yIIpeKa U MOMbOH,
Ho cepaue XKyanb bast octanock HenpeKJIOHHEIM. [ToHUMas, 4TO y4acTh npeapelieHa, Ban Ban
TIOIIJIEJICS TIPOYb, OIIYCTUB T'OJIOBY.

B 9TOT MOMEHT ero CliHa YeM-TO HallOMHHAJa daBap/a.

OcrtaBimmck oguH, 2KyaHb bait CHSJT TPOIUTAHHYIO OJleXKAY ¥ HAllpaBUJICS B BaHHYI0. OHa Oblia
npocTopHo¥. OH HamomHUI 6accelH ropsiuei BOJOM 1, KOT{a IOIHSJICS 1ap, IEHUBO IIPUIIET Ha
Kpail. Temnnble Kamnayu afajiy B BOAY, 3arjayliasi CTyK B IBEPb CHAPYXKHU.

B HOYHO¥ TUIINWHE YePHBIM KOTEHOK 6e3 Tpyha TONKHYJI TSXKeJble BOPOTa 3aMKa U HECIIeIIHO,
T'PaIo3HOM MOXOIKOM, IIPOIIeCTBOBA Ha BTOPOM 3TaxK. Y JIECTHUIIEI KTO-TO O€3MOJIBHO J1eXKall,
CBECHB HOTHU CO CTyneHel. KOTeHOK 1erKo mepemaruHys yepe3 nperpany 4 goopascs 10 KOMHATEI
Xyans bas.



CeB Ha I10JI, OH 0YEeHb U3SIIHO TOCTyYaJl JIaITKOH! B IBEPE.

TyK-TyK-TyK.

OTBeTa He II0OCIENOBAIO.

KoTeHOK nMH3HY NankKy, TOJKHYJ ABEPH U BOIIE]I.

Korpa 2Kyanw Bayi BeIlllesT U3 BaHHOMU, BEITUPAs BOJIOCH], OH YBHUAEJ YePHOT0 KOTEHKA, JIeKalllero Ha
ero nopymke. Ero OuuHHEINA YepPHBIM XBOCT JIEHUBO IIOAEPTUBAJICs, & BCEM BUOOM KUBOTHOE
M3IIy4Yasio CIIOKoKCTBUE. 3aMeTuB XKyaHb basi, KOTEHOK JUIIb Clerka IPUIOAHSI F'OJI0BY ¥ MSTKO
MSYKHYI.

XKyansp baii 3amMep, IpULTyPUBIINCH:

— THI Kak 37ech OKa3anach? Yepe3 0KHO mposesna’?

CropocuB 3TO, OH TJISTHYJI Ha OKHO, KOTOPOE, KaK U paHblile, OBIJIO 3aIepTO U He UMeJI0 CIeoB
B3JI0Ma.

3HauuT, MO0 OHA BOIIIJIA He Yepe3 IBepb, 00 ero KOIKa YMeeT KOJIIOBaTh.

KoTeHOK moxsiomnasn XBOCTOM I10 MATKOMY OfeslIy U, T4 Ha Hero CBOMMHU U3YMPYAHBIMU T'Jla3aMy,
cnoBHo mpurnaman 2Kyaub bas oTmoxHyTh. TOT He CTas IIepeMOHUTHCS, TeM OoJjiee YTO KPOBaTh

npefHa3Havanachk eMy. OH ObLT B IETKOM MHKaMe U3 YepHOM TKaHM, KOTOPas MPY KaXkaoM
IBUXKEHUU OTKPHIBAJIa 0OJIBbINYI0 YaCTh KOXKHU.

B TycknoM cBeTe orHs ero ¢hapdopoBas Koxka Ka3anachk 0co0eHHO co0na3HuTenbHoM. OH B35 Kpaii
omesina, 3abpasicsi BHYTPh U JIEHKWBO 3€BHYJ. MATKKe YepHbIe BOJIOCH pa3MeTaluCh 1o 6emnoi
nopymke. KoTeHOK, BEIKIAB MOMEHT, HEIPHYJI ITOf ofesiyio, Ho 2KyaHb ball OICTPO MpHKaj ero
PYKOM.

KoTeHOK pacnnacTaics, BHTSIHYB BCe YeThIpe JallK{, HO XBOCT TUXOHBKO O0BUJICS BOKPYT 3aISICThS
2Kyanb Basi. KOHYMK XBOCTa KOCHYJICS TPYIX X035MHA, U KOTEHOK ITOCIYIITHO MSYKHYJI, CJIOBHO
JIaCKasCh.

Kyanb Baii mpumnogHsics Ha JOKTSAX U IOIT0 CMOTPET Ha HeTO.

Ho B 9TUX U3yMpYOHBIX T'/Ia3ax YMTajIach TaKasi HEBUHHOCTH, UYTO OHUM Ka3aJliCh HEBEPOSTHO
MUJILIMU.

[Tocrie HECKONMBKUX MUHYT MOT4aHus 2KyaHb Bail MOOBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY, 0CBOO0KIAsT MECTO:

— Cmu 3[ech, HO eCyy Tepenelns TPAaHuUIly | s Te6s BO CHe pa3fgaBiio — He 00eccyb.



OH IPHIIYPUIICS ¥ CHOBA 3€BHYJI, IPOOOPMOTAB:

— He xoTenock 6bI TPOCHYTHCS B KPOBATHU, 3aIUTON KPOBBIO.

— May.

Brnuxe K monyHouu B HeOe B30IIEI CepIl IYHBI, KCTOYAININY TPHU3PAUYHBINA KPOBaBLIM CBET. ['yCTOM
TyMaH OKyTaJl 3aMoK bnu3Heros. ['eprior Mioapc B mapagHOM KOCTIOME CTOSJI Y OKHA, CXKUMasd B
pyKe ckumeTp ¢ pyouHoM. CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, OH TUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— Kaxertcsi, Bce CerofiHs Takue pagylIHble.

IIBepb Cllerka KayHyJ1ach, U3[1aB CKPHUIL.

HyH Xaii B yKace IOLCKOYMI, CYSOPOKHO IEITAACh MOTHATLCA C ITojla. Ero riasa, moyiHLEE CTPaxa,

MeTaJHCh 10 CTOPOHaM. BOKpYT CcTosi/la TUIIKMHA, BCE OTHU [IOTACIH, XOTh I'J1a3 BEIKONMU. OH, 3aTauB
IbIxaHUe, Hayasl OUIyNbIBaTh MIOJI.

Io moTepu co3HAHUS — WM, BEPHEE, 10 CMEPTH — OH Jake He MOHSJI, YTO IIPOU30IILIO.

Ho, K c49acThio, OH MOT BOCKPECHYTE.

Kapabkasch 110 CTYIIeHIM, OH Halllylaa 4yTo-To unkoe. [yH Xail 3aMep, T0Tep HnaabllaMy, ¥ B 9TOT

MMUT BCIIBEIIIIKA OTHA OCBETHJIIA €TI0 PYKY. OCKOJIKM KOCTeM, THUJIOE MSICO U KPOBb Ha KOHYHKaAX
IayblleB 3aCTaBUIIN €TI0 HO6H€JIH6TL 1 B CTPaxe OTIPAHYTE.

CBeT cTan Aapde. W3 TeMHOTHI MOKa3anach PyKa C APKO-KPACHBIM MaHUKIOPOM. OHa J1eTK0, CJIOBHO
IIYOIMHKA, KOCHYJIACh €TI0 IIjieda, HO B CIIeaylollee MITHOBEHNE HYH Xau IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEBEIHOCUMYIO
TA2XKECThb U, HE YCIIEB NaXe 3alllUTUTLCA, ITOKATUJICA BHUI 110 JIECTHUIIE.

bamMm!

['omoBa ymapuniachk 0 IOJI, 3aTHIIOK TPECHYI.

Oyn Xa¥f yCTaBHJICS B IIOTOJIOK, He YCIIEB faXKe 0CO3HATh MIPOUCXOAAINee, II0Ka I'yCTas ropsdas KpoBb
MeJIJIEHHO CTeKaJa II0 Yepely B yToJl.

B TeMHOTE meBOUYKa MOPTHYJIQ, B €€ I'lla3aX YU TaJIOCh 3aMeEIIaTeJIbCTBO:

— 4 He HapOUHO.

['epuor Mioapc, omupasicCh Ha CKUIIETD, BHIILIET W3-3a yTjla, ¥ B €70 T'0JI0Ce TOCIBIIaIach yCMeIKa:



— XM, 4 3HalO.

IIeBOUYKa OITyCTHUIa B3TJISA[, IPUXPaAMBIBasi, CIIyCTHIIACH 110 JIECTHUIlE U, yXBaTUB [IyH Xas 3a
IIMBOPOT, MEJIEHHO TIOTalllAJia ero B CTOPOHY.

OHa gBUTajach MeJIEHHO, ¥ 3a IITh MUHYT OHHU IIPOIIIX cCoBceM HeMHoro. Ho [IyH Xait yxke ycren
OYHYThCS mociie cMepTu. OH 6€33BYYHO OTKPHIUT I'/Ia3a, BHE3AIMHO COOPAa BCe CHUITHI, OTTOJIKHYII
HUYETr0 He MMOI03PeBaloIyi0 JeBOUKY U OPOCHUIICS HayTeK!

[leBouKa MOCMOTpeia Ha ero yaaagollylocs CIMHY, B3TISHYIa Ha CBOI0 OTOPBAaHHYIO HOTY ¥ MOJT4a
yita 0OpaTHO B TEMHOTY.

Kaxk xaib.

Bce u3-3a TOro, 4To HOra CJIOMAanach.

IyH Xall, CI0BHO OUKHUU 3BEPH, BLENUJICA B IIEpUJia KOPUAOPa U TSAXKeJ0 3afbliiall, CIPSITaBIIUCh B

TeHU. XPUIIEL, TSKenoe Abixanre. OH gepraj BOPOTHUK, PE3KUH 3amax KPOBU KPYKUJ TOJIOBY,
BBI3BIBAS TOLTHOTY.

Ho oH 3a6ucs B yron 1 He CMeJT TOIIEBETUThCS.

Bre3anHas cMepTh BeIOUIIa ero u3 Koneu. OH HepBHUYAJI, TaHUKOBAJI ¥ HEBOJILHO IIOTPOTal CBOU
3aThUIOK. Pa3gpo0ieHHbIN Yepen y2Ke BOCCTaHOBUIICS, HO 3TO HE MOTJIO YHSTh APOXKb BHYTPH.

OH yMep yXkKe OBaXK[IHL.

A BoCKpelieHHe He MOXKeT ObITh 08CKOHEUHBIM.

OH n IMPenCTaBUTh HE MOT, 9TO B II€PBYIO 2K€ HOYb B 3amke brnn3HenoB Y HETO OCTaHETCd JIMIIb OJHA
2KU3Hb.

OH r1y00KO0 BIOXHYI U, BHITYYUB I'Jla3a, 3aMefJiuy IblxaHue. BOKpyT CHOBa Bollapujiach TUIIMHA.
JIuuis crycTs gonroe BpeMs OH, ITOTHPas HOMIIIYI0 HOT'Y, OCTOPOXKHO IIONHAJICSA, OIUPAsiCh Ha
nepuna. OKHO B KOHIIe KOPHopa ObIJI0 paclaxHyTo, TYHHBIY CBET OCBellan OKPOBABIEHHEIN MOI.
Hyn Xa#, I0JIb3ysCh CBETOM JIYHBI, TOOPEN K CBOEN KOMHATe.

Ero koMHaTa Onlnia HanpoTuB KoMHaTH [JaoOa. CTos y IBepu U IIOBOpayuBas Py4Ky, OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3a CIIMHOU YTO-TO IIPOMEJIbKHYJI0. XOJIOAHBIM [TIOTOK BO3[yXa IIPOLIEJICS 10 LIee,
BbI3BaB Mypaliku. OH 3aCThiI, 60SCh OBIIATE.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE XOJIO[ OTCTYIIUII, ¥ BCE CHOBa CTUXJIO.



Iyu Xait OBICTPO OTKPHIT IBEPD U IOPKHYJ BHYTPB, HO TYT XK€ IPUOTKPHIT €€ CHOBA, XKejast
BHITJTISIHYTh. Yepe3 Y3KYIO 1Ie/lb OH BEICYHYII I'la3a...
Bam!

HpﬂMO Inepen HUM, BCero B HECKOJIBKUX CAaHTHUMETPaX OT €r0 JIMIla, BO3HHKJIa I'0JIOBA.

I'maza [IyH Xast paCIIuPUIIUCS.

ao0a c HemoyMeHHEM CMOTpeJ Ha HeTo, ¥ B ero rpy0oM rojioce CIBIIaNoCh pa3gpaxKeHue:

— Teri yero Geraenib 0 HOYaM, KakK Oy[TO Ha TOT CBET TOPONUILILCS? BeyHo Benels ce0sl CTpaHHO.
YcnpimmaB 3HaKOMEIN rooc, [IyH Xait o6eccuieHHO ocell Ha moj1. OH BBITED XOJOIHEIM MOT €O Ji6a u
HaKOHEeIl BHITOXHYI:

— Huyero, mpocTo TEMHOTH 60IOCh.

Tao6a 6pe3rauBO ITOMOPIIUIICS.

Bbpocus: — Torga upu oTabIXail, — OH Pa3BEPHYJICI U yIIel.

IIBeps OblyTa OTKPBITA, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, Korma [lao6a moepHyscs, [yH Xai HEBOIbHO ITOMHSIIT B3TTIS[
¥ YBU[IEJ er0 pa30uThIiM 3aTHIIOK. CJIOBHO CTEKJISTHHBIM IIap, OH ObT YaCTHYHO Pa30uT, ¥ OTTyda
BLITEKA/IM OCTATKMU MO3Ta U CTYCTKH YePHOU KPOBH.

Iyu Xait MKUPOKO OTKPHLT POT U, YKa3kIBas MMasblieM Ha 3aTHIJIOK COCena, Mpo0opMoTat:

— Moaru...

Iao0Oa, mepkach 3a Py4Ky COCemHeMN OBepH, OrsHyIcs. Ero spko-rony6bie, Kak OKeaH, Ijla3a
CMOTPEJIH Ha Hero C yJIbIOKO:

— Pa3bunucy,, — OTBETHUII OH.

910 OBINIO JIUII0, COBCEM He IOX0XkKee Ha nullo [laoba.
YepThl nMuiia ObUIM TOHKUMHU U TITYOOKKMMHU, OH BRITJIAMEN KaK MOMENh C 00I0KKHY XKypHaa.
Ho gyem ponwmie [IyH Xait CMOTpeI Ha HEro, TEM XOJIOMHEE My CTaHOBUJIOCh. BCITOMHUB BCE, YTO

IIPOU3OIIIIO CETOMHS, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK cepalle OelleHo KOMIOTUTCS, U, HaKOHell, 3aKaTHB I'1a3a,
PYXHYJ Ha T0J.

Iao6a, yBuzmeB 3T0, B3LOXHYJI, 3a00T/IMBO IOATOJIKHYJ €T0 HOTOM B KOMHATY, 3aKPHLUI IBEPH X,
HalleBasl IECEHKY, HECIIEILIHO [IOLIe) B KOHEI] Kopuaopa. B 9T0T MOMEHT ero KpacuBoe JIUIIO



IOBEPHYJIOCH, 00HAXKas MJIOCKUAY U MyCTOM 3aThIJIOK.

Kamnnst KpoBu ynasna Ha oI 4 OBICTPO BIKTAACh B IEPEBO, UCUE3HYB 0e3 ciefa.
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