— Hamm npengku u3 poga TaH ObUI IaMaHaAMH B IpeBHEM H0XKHOM rocymapcTee Emax. B Te BpemeHa
HAPOMHOCTH (0Ta YTHJIM Maruio ¥ KOJIHOBCTBO, U IIPH OBOPE KOPOJIS COCTOSITI0O MHOXKECTBO IIIaMaHOB.
Hamwu npegku 3aHEMaIu Cpeny HUX MMOYETHOe MECTO U IOJIb30BaIMCh 0COOBIM PACIIONIOKEHHEM
npaButens, — Tan KOHbIM cumesna Ha Kpalo KPOBATH, BTIISABIBASICh B MYCTOTY TSKEJhIM,
COCPeNOTOYEHHBIM B3TrIsAgoM. — Csi0KyaHb, 3HAEIIb JIA Thl, UYTO B APEBHOCTY Ha I0XKHBIX 3eMIISIX
XO[IUJIU JIETeH/Ibl O TAaWHOM MCKYCCTBe 6ecCMepTHsi?

Tan Csi02KyaHb, TPUCIIOHUBINKCH K M3TOJIOBBIO KPOBATH, €[IBa He 3aKaTua ria3a. OmsaTh MaMaHEHI,
OIISITH 0c000€ PACIIOIOKEeHHE... A KOTa ee CIIPOCHIIK O YeM-TO ele 0ojiee 3ampeaeabHoM, OHa
WHCTUHKTUBHO ITOyMaJsia: KakKoe ellle TaiiHoe MCKYCCTBO? DTO XKe IIPOCTO CKA3KY [JIsT TEMHEIX
IIPeKoB, pa3Be HeT? Ho, 3aMeTuB, KaK JuI0 MpabdabyIKu 3aCTHII0, CJIOBHO ITOKPHITOE HHEEM, OHa
CHepxajach, KAIISHYIa U TPOU3HEeCIa:

— Hy, TeopeTu4ecku, eClii 4TO-TO CYIIIECTBYET, 3HAYUT, ¥ 3TOT0 eCTh Mpu4uHa. Ho BoT GeccMmepTHe...
MHE KaXKeTCs, 9TO MaJIOBEPOSTHO.

— Xa! TeOs1 OKOHYATEILHO UCIIOPTHIIM HEIHEIITHHE IKOJIEL, THe TOJIBKO M TBePHST, UTO He BePsT B
IyXOB ¥ He 4TyT He0o, — xonogHo pripkHyna Tan FOHbIIHN.

[TonyyuB HAroOHSH HA POBHOM MecTe, TaH Cs0KyaHb He PEIINIach CIIOPUTh U JIUIIL BUHOBATO
yNBIOHYTACh:

— IIpopomnxaiiTe, moxasnyucra...

— B Te BpeMeHa KOPOJIb IPUHSIJI IIOCJIOB U3 UMIIepUM XaHb. YCIIBIIIAB O TOM, KaK uMIepaTop LiuHb
[MuxyaHau WCKasl 3MUKCUP XKU3HU U BO3BOIOUT I'PAHAMO3HYIO TPOOHUITY, KOPOJIb, KOTOPOMY YyiKe
TIepeBasIiIo 3a IAThAECAT, Hauyal TPEBOXKHUTLCS 0 COOCTBEHHOM cynb0e. Bckope OH mpuKasai CBOUM
JIIOASIM Ha4yaTh CTPOUTENIbCTBO IPAHM03HOM YCHITaIbHUIIE, KOTOPas [0IXkKHa OblJla CTaTh MECTOM €r0
BO3HECEHHUS, ¥ OTPeboBajI, YTOOH HAlll TPEIOK B COTPYIHUYECTBE C APYTUM IIAMAaHOM H3TOTOBHUII
IIJIST HeTO 3IUKCHUP 6eccMepTHs.

— ... — Tan CsoxyaHb Obla ollIeJIOM/IeHa UCTOPHEN ThICSYeNleTHeH JaBHOCTU. — M 4TO, Halll IpegoK
€ro IPUTrOTOBUII?

Tan FOHbBIIK CIeTKa B3APOTHYJIA U TYT K€ OTBETUIIA:

— Koneuno! Hatr mpeiok OTpPaTHI IECITUIIETHS, YTOOR co30aTh anuKcup. Ho Korga paboTa Onina
IIOYTH 3aKOHYEeHa, BTOPOM IaMaH mpegasn ero. OH X0TeJ IPUCBOUTH IMIUKCUD cebe, paHUII HALIETO
IIpegKa U MOMIBITANICs cOexXaTh.

ITocne cxBaTKH HAII IIPEnoK, 6y,'£[y‘-II/I PaHEHBIM, HE CMOT OJOJIETH IIPOTHBHUKA. [IoHSB, 4TO MOMeEIIaTh
€My He yOaCTCs, OH JOJIOZKUII 000 BceM KOPOJIIO. ToT maman YKDEITICSA C 3JIMKCUPOM B 1"pO6HI/IU;e,
HpPIl"OTOBJ'[GHHOI:I OJId IIPDABUTETIA. KOpOJ’IB B SAPOCTH IIPHUKaA3aJl CXBATHUTh BCEX POOCTBEHHUKOB
nmpenaTesda U IIPUBA3aTh UX Iepe] BXOAOM B YCHIIIAJIBHUITY, HO TOT OKa3aJICA HaCTOJIBKO 2KECTOK, 4YTO



IIpennoYes CMOTPETh Ha rubelib CBOMX OJIHU3KMX, JTUIIL ObI HE OTHABATh 3JIUKCHUD. Bomee Toro, mpsmo
Ha TJIa3axX y KOPOJIs OH IPHHSI CHamoObe, a B OTMECTKY 3a TO, YTO HAIIl IPeOK Melaj eMy,
HAJIOKWJI Ha HET0 ¥ BCEX er0 MOTOMKOB YyIOBUITHOE MPOKJISTHE, KCIIOIb3YsI CBOIO KPOBh U3 CAMOTO
cephta.

Tan FOHbImK rTyO0KO B3MOXHYIA:

— 9To0T mwamaH Ovln moucTuHe 37100eH. OH IPOKJISA HAIl POJ: C TeX IOP BCe MyKYUHH pofia TaH
IOJIKHBI OBIJIA yMUPaTh, XapKasl KPOBBIO, a JKEHIIUHB — CXOOUTH C yMa. OH Ipeapek, 4YTO ObSBOII
BEPHETCS Ha 3€MJTI0 M YHUYTOXKUT BCeX IIOTOMKOB EmnaHa.

— [Tpababyika, 3TO 3BYYUT KaK-TO CIIMIIKOM MUCTUYECKU, — He Bhigepzkasa Tan CaoxkyaHb. —
Kakoe mpokmnsTue, Kakol mbsiBon? ITocyiaiiTe, MHe KaXKeTcCs, YTO Halla 00JIe3Hb CBsI3aHa C
TeHEeTHKOM, IPOCTO COBPeMEeHHasT MeQUIIMHA ellle He HalllJla criocofa ee JIeYUTh.

— Cso0xKyaHb, He B3oyMai nmpeHebperaTh HaCTaBIEHUSIMU IIPEIKOB TOJILKO ITOTOMY, YTO ITOXOMMIIA B
3amagHylo KOy, — CTPOro cka3asna Tad FOHbmK. — B ToM maBHel KaTacTpode Hall MpefoK OTAas
JKU3Hb, YTOOHI YTAIUTh TOTO IlIaMaHa 3a co0oii B Moruny. OHa IoTpaTHiIa BCIo CBOI0 CUITy UCTOKA,
4yTOOBI JaTh 00€T: CITyCTSI MHOTO JIeT XKeHIIIMHa 13 pofa TaH, yHaclemoBaBIlas ee KPOBb IlIaMaHa,
Pa3pyIIUT 9TO IPOKIATHAE U OCTAHOBUT NPUXOM ObsiBonia. OHa mpu3Bana bora Turpa oxpaHsaTh
rpoOHUITY, @ caMa BMEeCTe C IIpefaTesieM PyxHysa B 6e3qHy, 3aledaTaB ero 3jIy0 OYIIy BHYTPH,
yTOOBI OHA 0OJIBIIIE HEe MOTJIa TBOPUTH 3710 B Mupe. KaMens Pa3priBa [IpakoHa ONyCTHIICS, HaBCETOa
OT[EeIUB MUD KUBBLIX OT MUPa MEPTBHIX.

Taun CﬂO}KyaHB IIOCTEIIEHHO YBJIEKJIACh PACCKa30M. Ona ImogyMala: pa3 YK CTaPYIIKa He XKeJlaeT
IIPUHKUMATh H&y‘-lHI:IfI II0OX0O 1 HaCTaMBa€T Ha CKa3KaX, ITYCTh 6y11eT TaK, UCTOPHUA BEOb NOBOJIEHO
3aXBaThIBaloIlas.

Tan KOHbIIN, HE IIogo3peBasd O MBEICIIAX IIPDABHYYKH, HaXMYPHJIa CebIe 6p0BI/I " IIPON3HECIIa HU3KUM
T'OJIOCOM:

— ITO MPOKJIATHE HENIb3s CHATh MHAUe, KpOMe KakK OTKPHIB I'POOHUITY Koposisi. HyxKHO HalTH
apTedakT, KOTOPHIM IIaMaH IIPOH3UJI CBOE CEePAlle, ¥ YHUUYTOXKUTE €r0. TOIbKO TaK MOKHO pa30pBaTh
IIETIH, CKOBBLIBAIOIIIME HAC THICSYY 11eT. Ho BOpoTa rpOOHUIIEI CTONIBKO JIET OCTAIOTCS 3aKPHITHIMU.
Cs0XyaHb, 3Haellb JIU THl I0YEMY?

Tan Cs0XyaHb pacTepsnack. Mbl e IPOCTO pacCKa3blBajld CKa3Ky, K 4eMy 3TU BoIpockl? Ho pa3
npabalyIika CIIpocuia, IPUIIOCh OTBEYaTh:

— IloTOMy 4TO HEnb3s1 OTKPHITh MEXaHU3M?

— WmenHo Tak, — Tan KOHBIIM 0000pUTENBbHO TIOTIAfKIIA €€ 110 I'ojioBe. — YTOOR 3aMyCTUTh
MeXaHHU3M IPOOHUIILI, HY2KHO IPUHECTH B KEPTBY YUCTeHINy0 KpoBb IlTaMaHa ¥ MPOU3HECTH IPEeBHEE
3aknuHaHue. OpHo 6e3 IPyroro HeBO3MOXKHO.



— IIpa6aby1rka, BB TOBOPUIIM PO KPOBb U3 CepAIla, Mpo KpoBb 11amMaHa... HeyXKeJu... — MO3T TaH
Cs10:KyaHb HaKOHeI] HayaJl JINXOPago4YHo cooOpaxkaTh. OHa BCIIOMHHMIIA HeflaBHee 0J1arocioBeHue,
CTpaHHOe CHagoObe, KOTOPOe ee 3aCTaBUIIM BHIIUTD, KO B majel... Ctorn! Heyxkenu 3To Kak-To
CBSI3aHO C Heu?!

— Bepno, Csoxyans! Tel — Ta camas KpoBs I1aMaHa, KOTOPYO HALI POJ XKAajl CTOJIBKO JIeT! — ria3a
Tan IOHBIIK CBEPKHYIIY, [OJIOC 3a3By4all C HOBOU cuioi. OHa KpenKo cXkajla PyKy IpaBHYYKH, U Ha
rJ1a3ax y Hee BEICTYIUIIHU ce3kl. — Csi0XKyaHb, Thl He NIPeCTaBsgelb, KakK 5 cyacTiuBa. 4 6osmacs,
YTO He [TOKUBY [I0 3TOT0 OHS, YTO OCTABJII0 3TUX HENYTEeBLIX IOTOMKOB CTpafaTh B 3ToM Mupe. Ho
He0O0 YCIIBIIIaJI0 MOY MOJIUTBHL... 1 HAKOHEI] oK aanachk Tebs.

— JT0... 3T0 HeHay4HO... — TaH Cs0XyaHb I04yBCTBOBaJIa, Kak ee CepAle PyXHYJIO BHU3 U
Pa3buIoCh Ha THICSIYM OCKONIKOB. HeT, aToro He MoxkeT ObITh! OHa He KaKasi-TO TaM KPOBB IITaMaHa U3
npeBHero Enmana! Y Hee B macmopTe HalmKMCaHO — XaHbKa, €1 BCET0 ABAJIIATh JIeT, OHa OOLIYHAS,
HOpManbHas fAeBymika! OHa MHOTTa MeYTalla, YUTasi pOMaHbl, UTO ee IIPedKy ObIJIM apuCTOKpaTaMy,
HO HUKOT[Ia He JyMajla, YTO CTaHeT TOM caMoil eUHCTBEHHOM Ha THICSUY JIeT KPOBbIO IlIaMaHa. JTO
JKe TIPOCTO U3[eBaTeIbCTBO!

— CsioxkyaHb, 4 3Halo, y TeOs nonHo comHeHud. Ho nmoBeps MHe. He OymeM roBOPUTE O CTApIINX, ThHI
caMa BU[IHIIb, B KAKOM COCTOSTHUM MOY CHIHOBbS. A TBOU oTell, Asimu, TeTH... OX, I ¥ caMa IIbITalach
He BEepHUTh, HO (akThl ynpsmel! Bone3nu moToMkoB TaH He MOAJAIOTCS JIeYEHUIO, Bpayl 0€CCUITBHEL.
Ecnu 3T0 He mpokyATHE, TO YTO? K TOMY Ke B CTaphIX KHUTAX, UTO 51 HAaXOAWUIIa, JeUCTBUTENIbHO OBIITH
ONKCaHH MTON00HbIE 3aKIMHAHUS.

Tan Cs0XyaHb pelInsa, 4YTo Iopa PacCTaBUTh BCe TOYKU Haf i. K 4epTy Npuinyus U CHIHOBHUM
gour!

— ITaXXe ecyu Tak, Kak Bbl MOXKeTe OBITh YBEPEHHI, YTO UMEHHO ST — Ta caMasi KpoBb mamana? C Tex
IIOP CMEHUJIOCh CTOIBKO ITOKOJIEHWH, HAIIIA POAOCIOBHBIE KHUTH TOMIIMHONW B HECKOIBKO TOMOB, €CIH
KaKasi-TO KPOBb 1 OblJIa, OHA JaBHO [I0JIKHA Oblsla pa30aBUTHCS!

Tan HOHbIIM OTBETHIIA:

— Trl HE IIpoxoauiia HMKaAKON MarndecKol IIOATOTOBKH, HO CMOTIJIa OTpearupoBaTh Ha CHaI[06be.

— [Ia Bamre cHamoObe y KOTO YTOJHO BEI30BET peakiuio! — Bo3aMyTunack TaH CsioxXyaHb. — TaM ke
CIIJIOLIHAS I'PSA3b, HEYIUBUTEJIBHO, YTO OT HET0 KPOBBIO XapKaelrs!

Tan HOHbIIM moKavania IroJI0BOM:

— Ommbaemnibcsi. 3a BCe 9TH OB HUKTO U3 TOTOMKOB pofia TaH, KpoMe Tebsi, He CMOT 10T
BO3[ENCTBHEM CHaI0ObsI IPUBECTH B JBUKEHUE [AUCK, HE TOBOPS YKE O TOM, YTOOHL...



— Mos KpOBE... CKOJIBKO K€ BHl Y MEeHS ee BhlKadanu? — nepeduna ee Tan CsioxkyaHb. TONBKO ceryac
OHa 3aMeTuJIa MIaCThIPh Ha YKa3aTeIbHOM IIajiblle ITPaBoi pyKu. Eif 3aX0Tenoch miakaTh OT OOU/IHL.
Ona Haxasa Ha nanel — 00JIbHO!

— Bcero HeCKOJIBKO Kalesb, He 00#csI, — JIaCKOBO moryiaguia ee TaH FOHbmM. — $1 Begb U caMa
COMHEeBaJiaCh, He ommmbIack /i, mepenaBast 3To CHamoObe. Bemb TBOM Heq, OTell, OOy ¥ TeTH — BCe
mpo0oBajy, ¥ HU Y KOTO HUYEro He BhIIIO0. He mymara, 4To moxkayck... OX, XOPOIIIO, YTO S He
OTIYCTHJIA PYKH.

— MyxuuHH TOXe Mumu? B XKe TOBOPUIIH, YTO HYXKHa XKeHIMHa? — Tan Csi0XkyaHb, Oyay4H elre
peOeHKOM B fiyIlle, TYT Ke OTBJIEKI/IacCh.

— VTomalomuii XBaTaeTcs 3a COJIOMUHKY. BOpyT mpeaku ounOnmucy?

— Hy BB ¥ npugyManu... — Tan Csi0XKyaHb CKpuBUa I'yObl U OTKMHYJIACh Ha MOAYIIKY. BOpyr ee
OCEHHUJIO: 3Ta CTapyIIKa CTOJIbKO HarOBOPUIIa, HeyXKeJIu OHa X04eT 00MaHOM 3aCTaBUTh MEeHS UCKaTh
3Ty rpoOHuUIy?!
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