CpaBHI/ITB 9TO C XKU3HSIMHA MUJIIMOHOB JIIOfEN — U JIMYHOE MOCTOMHCTBO aJ'IB(l)bI KaXeTcCd Cymeﬁ
MEJIOYEBIO.

Xubpel Ha MTHOBEHME YMOJK. Pa3yMoM OH IOHKUMaJ, YTO JIOTHUKa UMIepaTopa 0e3ynpeyHa, HO
3aCTaBUTh ce6st 0OmOOPUTD UK JaXKe MOOTOJIKHYTh CoOOeceqHIKa K TaKO KepPTBe OH OBLI TPOCTO HE B
CHUJIaX.

Ero TOH HEBOJIBHO CMSATYUIICS, U OH, YYBCTBYA ABHYIO HEYBEPEHHOCTE, p06K0 IIPpEenJIozKuII:

— Bazen Benb coBeToBan Bamemy BennuecTBy nouckats oMer. He Bce ke HaxomaT uneaabHO
TIOOXOOSAIINX TTaPTHEPOB, MHOTHE XKUBYT B 6pake ¢ KeM IPHULETCS, feTel pacTaT. MoxeT, Bamemy
BenuuecTBy CTOUT TOIPOGOBATE...

Mapman II0/Ib30BAJICST 0COOBIM pacCIiojiozkKeHueM UMIIEPATOPa, KaKOTro He OBITO y bazera. FSPI/I HE
CTaJl OTMAXWBAThCS OT COBETA, KakK mesasn o6uruHo. Ero BemuuecTBo TEePIIeJINBO U CEPEE3HO IMOACHHUII:

— Basen yxe mpoBoaus 00IKUPHEIE 9KCIIEPUMEHTHI 110 BEIOOPKE, BCe OHU 0KAa3a/luCh 0e3yCIeuTHEIMHY.
HckyccTBEHHOE OIJIONOTBOPEHNUE TOXKe He paboTraeT. K Tomy xe...

['apu 3agymarcs Ha MTHOBEHUE, KakK ¥ mpexkpe. OH cYesl, YTO 3Ty CUTYallHI0 BIIOJTHE MOXKHO
00CyIUTDb C MapIllasioM, KOTOPOT'O TeIepb CUUTAJl CBOMM JIPYTOM, ¥ IIPOOJIKUII:

— K ToMy Xke 51 He X04y CTAHOBUTHCSI CYIIPYTrOM HE3HAKOMOTO OETHl UTM OMET'H TOJIKO Pajii 3TOTO.
BO3HUKHET CIIMIIKOM MHOT0 IIpobiem.

K nomo6HOMY aKTy pa3MHOXKEHUS B €T0 YUCTO JKMUBOTHOM IIPOSIBIIEHUH ['3pH HMCIIHITHIBA CTPAHHOE,
TOHKOE OTTOpKeHUe. [laxke 0CO3HaHUE TOTO, UTO Ha Yallle BeCOB cynbOa MiMmepuu, He MOTJIO CTEPETH
3TO YyBCTBO. BrpoueMm, u3-3a BPOKIEHHOT'0 3MOI[MOHAILHOTO edeKTa OH He MOT Im0om00paTh BEPHBIX
CJI0B, YTOOHI OMKUCATD 3TO OILIYIIEHHEe, ¥ B UTOTE JIUIIL KOPOTKO TOIBITOXKMIT:

— C HUMU TPY[HO TaOuTh.

Iaxxe HECMOTPS Ha PACIILIBYATOCTb OTBETA, XUOPeH erko npeacTaBuil cebe 9Ty HETOBKOCTh. XOTS
uMIIepaTop OB COepKaH B 3MOIMSX, €r0 B3TJISbI OTINYAIUCh IIPSIMOTOM, TI03TOMY HEYOUBUTEIHHO,
YTO OH IPOTUBUJICA TaKOMY pelueHuto. Ho Begs Bamemy BenuuecTBy, cTpagaiomemy OT
SMOHHOHaHBHOﬁ HEIIOJIHOLIEHHOCTH, HAWUTH ITapTHEpPa, C KOTOPEIM 6y11eT XOTb KaKaf-TO OyIIEeBHAsA
671130CTh, TOXKE HEJIerKo, BepHO?

Xubpel KpUBO YCMEXHYIICS:

— Ho Baure BenuuecTBo, faxe eciu [0OCenoBaTh IIpeajioxXeHnto basena, BCe paBHO IPUOETCS
MICKATh alnb(y B KaUeCTBe Cynpyra. ITo OYOET ellle HeJI0BYEe, YeM C HE3HAKOMEIM OMETOH... — OH
3annyncs. ITocToiiTe, XOTS UMIIEpaToOp ¥ caM anbda, ecu maH ba3ena cpaboTaeT u yoacTcs... HY,



noOuTHCST pe3ynbTaTa, TO KaKas pa3Hulla, anbda o unu Het? M ecnu Ero BenmuuecTBy
OEVCTBUTEIbLHO HyKeH CUIIbHBIN anbda, TO He 3HAYHUT JIX 3TO, YTO...

Y rocropuHa Mapiiiasna, B OTJIMYKe OT UMIlepaTopa, He ObII0 Ipo6iieM ¢ IOMCKOM ITOAXOMASIIEe MapH.
OpHako oH OBITT B HEKOTOPOM POZie MOealnCTOM: He JKejajl IPUHUMaTh IIapTHepa JUIlb U3-3a
TeHeTU4YeCKOM COBMECTUMOCTH, a MeuTall 0 J00BU 10 30By cepAlia. OH Tak U He BCTPETHUIT «TOTO
caMoro» oMery unu 0eTy, XOTs B TNIyOWHe AYIIM HaOesyICs, YTO OJHAXK OBl TOSBUTCS HEBEPOSTHO
IIpeKpPacHBIM OMera Ha CEMUIIBETHOM o0JlaKe U BHIMET 3a Hero. Ho cypoBasi peanbHOCTh
3aKJII04ajachk B TOM, YTO MapIiaj He 3ps TOgaMy BO3TJIaBIIAJ CIIMCOK CaMbIX 3aBUHBIX JKE€HUXOB:
poOKue U MyTJINBEIE OMEerd 006X0AuIn ero 3a BepcTy. O KaKoi JII00BU TYT TOBOPUTH — OH [laXKe He
fepKajl HU OOQHOTO OMETY 3a PYKY.

Ia, Xubpe#t OB CAMBIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHHEIM HEXKEHATHIM anb@oi B iMepuu, He cuuTas CaMoro
uMiepaTopa! OH OB KpacuB, MOJIOA, CUJIeH U uMer Onectsiiee Oynyinee. OH cuuTtan ce6s
3aBUIHBIM KaHAUAATOM B CynpyrH. [lo mosiBneHus ['apu Xubpeii, rofaMu yoepKUBaBIUIUN TUTYII
TJIaBHOTO X0JI0CTsIKa MMmnepuu, ObIT B 3TOM abCOJTIOTHO YBEPEH.

— OO0 3TOoM He cTOUT 6eCIIOKOUTLCS, — CIIOKOMHBIM rooc ['apu mpo3Bydan B yilax Xubpes Jerko u
MSATKO. — ¢ y2Ke Hallle/l caMoro MOAXOASIIero KaHauaaTa.

WMnepaTop pemut 00CyquTh 3TO INYHO CO MHOM, HEYXKEeJIU OH...

[Top mpucTanbHEIM B3IJISOM SICHEIX U CBETJIBIX IJ1a3 MOJIOAOTr0 U IpekpacHoro ['apu JlalicenTa
Xubpel MO4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK cepple OelleHo 3aKOJIOTUIIOCh, & KPOBb yapuia B IOJ0BYy. ITO OBLIO Tak
BHe3anHo! CTOUT JI¥ Cpa3y PafoCTHO COTJIACUTHCS WUJIU OJIS MPUINYUS HEMHOIO IOMAThCA? Kak xKe
3TO HeJIOBKO... Ho uMnepaTop Takou IPAMOJIMHENHEIN YeJlI0BeK: BAPYT OH BOCIPUMET BEKJIUBBIU
OTKa3 BCephbe3 U epegyMaeT?

FSpI/I C HeJOyMeHHEM CMOTPEJI, KaK MapIilajl I/IMHepI/II/I C 3arajjouHou YHBI6KOfI BIlaJlI B COCTOAHUE,
OnMM3K0e K TPAHCY, a 3aTeM, ITIOKPAaCHEB OO KOpHefI BOJIOC, CTPAHHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHII:

— OTOT IOOXONOSIINYA KaHOUOAT... KTO OH?

JI:060TIEITCTBO MMITEPATOPa He OBLIO CUITBHOM CTOPOHOUM. OH MPUIIOMHUII, YTO Y Mapiiaja He 60
CTPaHHBIX 00JIe3HEH, T03TOMY, ITePECTaB OMacaThCs, YTO TOT 00JIeH, I'9pHU CIIOKOMHO yKa3asl Ha CceOs:

— 4.

— 4 corna... — Xubpe# eqBa He IPUKYCHUTT I3BIK. — UTO BH ceryac cka3anu? Kro?!

— 4 caM, — HEBO3MYTHUMO TOBTOPUII ['9pH U, HE MEHSSCH B JIUIE, CEPLE3HO MOSICHUIT: — £ CaMBblit
MOTYIIIECTBEHHHIH anbda B UMmnepuun. 5 MOTy UCIOIH30BaTh CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN T'€HOM B KAUueCTBE
OTLIOBCKOTO MaTepuasa. MHe He HYKHO CTaHOBUTHCSI YbUM-TO CYNIPYTOM, X 3TO U30aBUT HAC OT



MHOZKeCTBa npo6neM, CBSI3aHHBIX C COBMECTHOM KM3HLIO.

— Het! — XuOpeii copBaics Ha KPUK, 3a0bIB 0 IpUINYUIX. — f... Ja HU oguH anbda B UMnepun He
cornmacurcs! ITo KaTeropudecKyd HEBO3MOKHO!

— ITaxe ecnu CcemoBaTh IIPeaIokeHni0 ba3ena, g He cTaHy 0€TOM U OMEeroy B UICTHHHOM CMBICTIE
9TOr0 CJIOBa. 3aKOHHBI [XKYHIJIEH KO MHE HEIIpUMeHUMEL. K ToMy e OBeCTu JieT Ha3af B Mmnepuu
OBLT IPUHST 3aKOH 0 cBOOOfe Opaka: 3a UCKII0UEHUEeM JTI0fiel, MMEIOIINX BhIJA0IINecs: 3acCIyrHy,
OpakK BO3MOKEH TOJILKO IIPH COTJIacuu 00enx cTOpoH. Kak anbda, 5 TOTOB CTaTh OTI[OM pebeHKa, U
KaK JOHOp FeHeTUYeCKOro MaTepurara s He UMelo Bo3paxeHuu. [I0CKOIbKY g BEICTYNA0 B POJIX
00enx CTOPOH ¥ COTJIAaCeH, HUKTO APYTo¥ He BIpaBe BMEIIMBATHCSI, — B I'Ia3ax ['9pu IPOMeIbKHY IO
JIeTKOe HeJoyMeHue, HO OH IIPOOJIXKUI TEPIIEeNIUBO O0BICHITh: — BUANIIEL, HUKAKUX ITPOBIEM.

— He napo mutupoBaTh MHE 3aKOHBI! B HUX HMYEro He CKa3aHO O TOM, YTO MOXKHO 3aKJIIOUYUThL Opak C
camuM coboit! — Mapias 3aKphIT IUI0 PYKOM, XOTS Ha CaMOM [IeJie eMY XOTeJI0Ch CIIPSTaTh CBOIO
Pa3pHIBAIOIIYIOCS Ha YacTH Ayiny. OH MOMbITAICS ITPOSIBUTh XUTPOCTh U BHITOPTOBaTh cebe IaHC: —
Bame BenuuecTBO, MOXKET, B BCe-TaKy ITOAyMaeTe... 0 IPYTUX CUIbHEIX anbdax? B Umnepun ux
II0JIHO, BEIOOpP KyHa 0oJibllle, Y4eM cpefiu oMer. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, BH XK€ He CMOXKeTe IIOCTPOUTD
OTHOIIIEHUS B OOUHOYKY!

FSpI/I, Ha49WHas 3TOT PA3rOoBOD, HUKAK HE 0ZKHWOAJI CTOJIb APDOCTHOT'O COIIPOTHUBIIEHU . Kaxk yenosexk c
9MOIMOHAJIbHBIM HG(I)GKTOM, OH HE CUHHUTaJl pOMaHTH4YeCKHe OTHOIIEeHUA YeM-TO BaKHBIM B
COBEPIIIEHHO HE yJIaBJIMBAaJl HAMEKOB, KOTOPEIE€ TaK CTAPATEJIbHO IIJIeJI MapPIIall.

I/IMHepaTop CJIETKa OIIYCTHII B3TJIAL, HO HE CTAJI JOJITO MYYUTHECA COMHEHUAMMU.

Bo3smyx BHe3ammHO HAMOJHUIICSA BIACTHOM, IIOAABIIONIed aypoi anbdel. Ka3anock, IpoCTpaHCTBO
BOKPYT CKaJloCh, CTAJI0 TPYAHO ABIIaTh. Ha KoXe MOSBUIOCH TOKAILIBaHUeE, CJIOBHO OT THICSY HUTJT —
3TO OB He PU3UUYECKUM YPOH, @ UHCTUHKTUBHEIN CUTHAJ OpraHu3Ma 00 93KCTpeMallbHOW OMaCHOCTH,
OT KOTOPOTO TeJI0 HaYKWHAJI0 HEBOJILHO APOXKATh.

MoinHble, SpOCTHHE (HePOMOHE, TOI0OHO JeASHBIM KOT'TSIM XUIITHIUKA, TOTOBOTO Pa30pBaTh AOOHIYY,
HaBaIUIUCh Ha XuOpes. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO OH W30 BCEX CHUJI IIOJABUII XKeJlaHue 0exkaThb, OH
OCTaJICS CUAETh HeTIOOBUKHO, CKOBAHHHIM TaBJIeHHEeM UMIIepaTopa.

K cuacThsio, uepe3 MrHOBeHHUeE JefsiHas aypa OTCTYIIKJIA, CJIOBHO MOPCKOM IIPUIIUB.

— Bupgumis? Kak TE caM TOJBKO YTO CKa3all, 1 — CaMbl MOTYIIEeCTBEHHHIN anbda, — ['apu cupmen
HAIIPOTHUB, ITHITASICh BRITJIAIETh UCKPEHHUM, HO JIUII0 €T0 OCTABAJIOCh TAKUM XKe 0eCCTPACTHBIM,
IIOYTH HaCMEIUIUBHIM. M C7T0Ba ero HaHeCIM COKPYIIUTEIbHBIM yaap 0 U3PpaHEHHOMY CepaLy
Xubpesi: — JJaxke THI HE CPAaBHUINBCS CO MHOM... Xubpe#? Yto ¢ ToO0#?
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