OxkecTouéHHas OMTBA MpogosKanack. CONHIIe MOCTEIEHHO KJIOHUIIOCH K 3aKaTy 3a 3allafHbIE TOPHI,
TyMaH CTaHOBHJICS BCE TYIIE, @ BO3AYX — BCE XOJIOOHEE.

B necy noBCIORy CNBIIIATIUCEH 3BYKHM CXBATKM, KPUKU 00JH, JII3raHbe OPYXKUS, a eIKUH 3anax KPoBY,
CMeIIaHHBIM C MOPO3HOU CBEXECThI0 COCHOBOU XBOM, BHI3BIBAJI TOIIHOTY.

CYJIH I10 CTOJIb CUJIBHOMY IIYyMY, B PagnyCe HECKOJIbBKUX MUJIb BPsA[ JIM OCTaJIaCh XOTh OJHaA XKHBad
ayia U3 2KUBOTHHIX.

IertMmoH IIO-TIpeXKHEeMY MYaJICAd BIIepeau BCeEX, €eTro OIMHHBIA MeY OBIJT CILJIOITh IIOKPHIT KPOBBIO. C
CaMOro neTCTBa eMy elll€ He NOBOIUIOCH Y4aCTBOBATh B CTOJIb AIPOCTHOM CPazKeHHHU, HO, Ka3aJIOCh, OH
OBLT TIPUPOXKIOEHHBIM BOMHOM: KaXK10€ B3MaXUBaHUE KIIMHKOM YHOCHJIO YbIO-TO KM 3HE.

XOTs BIIKTAS O] KOXKAHEIM JOCIIEX KOJIbYyTa Ha ero Teje Oblla IIPeBOCXOMHOT0 Ka4ecTBa, OHa He
MOTJIa 0TPa3uTh abCONMOTHO BCce yaaphl. Ha pykax, miedax u 6efpax BUAHEUCH CIITOLTHEIE
Herny0oK¥e Mope3kl, KpOBb IPOMUTHIBAIA KOXKY ¥ MTadKasa ofgexny... OqHAKoO, K ero COOCTBEHHOMY
YOUBIIEHUIO, 9TO HUYYTh HE MEIIAsio ero NBUXKEeHUSIM, [a U IPU CTOJIb 02KeCTOYEHHOM CXBATKe ¥ HEro
IIPOCTO He 0CTaBaIOCh BpeMeHH JyMaTh O PaHaX.

VBenuH cjefoBaia 3a HUM, IIOCTEIIEHHO BEIOMBAsICh U3 cuil. Eif olapamnano pyKyneTeBIlel CTPeIIo:
paHa oKa3ajach HEeTIyOOKOH, HO KPOBH BEITEKJIO HEMAJIO, ¥ PYKaB e€e OfeKObl OKPACHUJICS B KPACHBIH
IBET.

IlocTaBas U3 KoJT4aHa CTpeIy 3a CTpGJ’IOfI, OHA HEBOJIBHO 6pOCI/IJ'Ia B3rnsAg Ha [leriMoHa. Ee B30D yIala
Ha ero0 PaHhI, ¥ Cepalle CIIETKd CXKaJIOCh: OHA 3aMeTHJIIa, YTO Te€ MEJIKHE IIOPE3EI Ha TeJle IlertMOHa
YK€ Ha4daJlid ITIOKPEIBAThECSA KOquKOﬁ, " OazXe pPaHa, OCTaBJIEHHas JINIIb MI'HOBEHMNE Ha3a[ KHHZKaJIOM
AJUKapd, IepecTtajia KPpOBOTOYUTE U BEIKA3bIBaJla IIPU3HAKHN 3a2KHBJIEHHU .

Bymyuu mouephio phIlapsi, OHa C CAMOTO0 HEeTCTBA CIIbIIIaia UCTOPUH O JIopmax [IpaKOHOB, B XKUJIaX
KOTOPHIX TeUeT UCTUHHAS KPOBb APAKOHA, HO YBUAETh 39TO UyIeCHOE SIBJIEHNE BOOYUIO BCE PABHO
TIOTPSICIIO €e.

— Jle#iMOH, TBOM PaHHL... — IepedpaBUINCh Yepe3 PyUel U BOCIIOIb30BABIINCH TEM, UTO PACCTOSHUE
HEMHOTI'0 yBeJIU4uiocs, BeuH He yoepkKaiach U 3arosopusa. Ee royioc 3By4an o4yeHb TUXO, C
HOTKOU TPEBOTH.

IIeiMOH 3aMep, cJieTKa CKJIOHUI TOJI0BY, OPOCHII B3TJISA Ha COOCTBEHHbIE PaHHl 1 0€33a00THO, Yepes
CUITy YIBIOHYIICS:

— IIycTsiKOBBEIE paHHl, EpYH[A.

C sTuMHM CJIOBaMHU OH CHOBa B3MaAXHYJI MEYOM, pa3py6a5{ BMeCTe C JIETEBIIUM OEePEBAHHBIM KOIILEM
IIperpaguBIlIero eMy InIyTh JUKapsa HaaBo€ OT caMou Tpynoyu, a €ero TOH 0CTaBaJICA TaKHMM K€ BEICOKUM



" GOGBHM, KdaK B Ha4aJie CXBATKHU:

— HmeM ckopee, ellle HEMHOTO — ¥ MBI foOepeMcs 10 TOUKu cOopa, a TaM HaupeM Pumy u
OCTaJIbHBIX, U TOrTa OGymeM B 6€3011acHOCTH.

Kopar nmopnepxxkuBan KaitproH, MOCTENIEHHO OTCTaBask OT XBOCTa OTPSAA.

Pyka KatiproHna 0ojeia BCE CUIbHee, IIar 3aMefJIsjIcs, IUI0 IIocTeleHHo OnenHeno, Kak OyMmara, a
13 TPy BEIPHIBAJIOCH TSIXKEJI0e, HEMTPEPHLIBHOE [ILIXaHUE.

[TommepxkuBasi ToBapuira, Kopat HaCTOPOKEHHO 03UPAJICS IO CTOPOHAM, a B €T0 T'0JIOBe
JTUXOPAJ0YHO KPYTHUIIUCH MBICJIH: OH IIOHMMAJI, YTO TaK MPOOOJIKAThCSI He MOKeT. OHM CpaKaJIuCh
ye GoIblIe Jaca, UX CUJIB OBITM HA MCXOJe, B TO BPeMs KaK JAUKapH, Ka3anoch, ObIIu
HeucyepriaeMbl ¥ HEITPEPHIBHLIM ITOTOKOM BAJTUJIUCh U3 T'YCTOTO TYMaHa.

OH nopHAI I'Ia3a Ha IIedInero Blepean Bcex [leiiMOHa U, COIIOCTaBUB MOMEHTEI OSBIIEHUS TUKapew,
MBICJIEHHO NIPUKUHYJI: 9TU [TaPHU SIBHO SIBUJIMCH 3a [JeIMOHOM — TOT BEICOK POCTOM, U €r0 MOXKHO
OBLIO Y3HATH C IIEPBOTO JKe B3TJIsAfa.

[Tuk mo-peXHeMy 3aMBIKaJl IIeCTBHE, MOJTYa OXPAHsS ThUT OTPsiga. CTOUT MPU3HATh, YTO, XOTS 9TOT
napeHs 60JIBITYI0 YaCTh BpeMeHH Obll1 HEMHOT'OCJIOBEH, B MMONOOHBIN KPUTUYECKUIM MOMEHT OH
OKa3hIBAJICSI HEBEPOSITHO HAMI€XKHBIM.

Y Hero OB OYEeHb TOHKHI CJIYX: OH YJIaBJIUBAJl MaJlelIme IMIOPOXU B TYMdHE€ U MOT 0e30mrb0YHO
OIIpeneJInTh MEeCTOIIOJIOZKEeHN e JazxKe II0 IIaraM I[I/IKapefI.

Ero 6poBu ObLIM CYpPOBO CABUHYTHI, B3TJIS BhIpaXkajl KPalHI0I0 COCPEIOTOYEHHOCTH, a C 'yl u3peaka
CPHIBAJIUCh KOPOTKHE, Pe3KKe 3BYKHU, IPEAYIPEKAABIINE OCTAIbHBIX 00 OTaCHOCTH MOGIM30CTH.

Kax TOJBKO OTPSI IOYTH IPUOTH3UIICS K IIePeCeueHHUI0 IBYX PYYheB B I0T0-3aMaflHOM HalPaBIeHUN
¥ y2Ke CMYTHO PACCJIbILIa XypUYaHUe BOObI, Pa3faics MPOH3UTEbHbINA CBUCT PACCEKAEMOT0 BO3AyXa.
CoBepILeHHO He MOX0XKUH Ha CBUCT CTPeJ, MYIIEeHHEIX IUKapPsIMU PaHee, 9TOT 3BYK OB Kyda pe3ue u
«0CTpee».

O6napgatouuil TPeBOCXOMHBIM CIyXoM [[eliMOH II0YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CepAlle YXHYJIO BHU3, U
WHCTUHKTHUBHO 3a0paJl:

— Beperucs!

Ho O®110 y2Ke o3gHO.

Crpena neTesyia C HEBEPOSTHOM CKOPOCThIO, TpoOKBas TYCTOM TYMaH, ¥ TOYHO METUJIa B IOHOIILY,



3aMBIKABIIEro OTPAM.

[Tuk, pa3ymeetcs, Toxe ycnelman ee. OCO3HaB OIACHOCTh, OH IIONMBITANICI OTCKOYUTh B CTOPOHY, HO
ero [BUXKEeHUE 0Ka3asoCh Ha [0 CeKYH[Hl MelJIeHHee: CTpella HAaCKBO3b IPOH3MUTIA €ro CepaLe.
Boiifs B ciuHY ¥ BHIIAS U3 TPy, KOXKAaHBIY JOCIIeX He CMOT 3afepkKaTh ee HU Ha WOTY, U U3 PaHbl
MTHOBEHHO XJIBIHYJI (DOHTaH KPOBHU.

Bricokas u Tortasa ¢urypa ITnka pe3ko onemneHesna. Ero pyky MallliHaIbHO BLEIUINCH B APEBKO
CTpEeIbl Ha TPYAH, TYOHl 3allleBENIUIIACh, CJIOBHO OH XOTEJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He CMOT U3JaTh HU
3BYKa — JIMIIb KPOBH XJIBIHYJIA U3 YTONKA PTa.

Ero B3rism ycTpeMuscs B TIyOMHY TyMaHa, CJIOBHO OH ITBITAJICS Pa3TISiAEeTh TOr0, KTO IMYCTHII
CTpeIy, HO MTHOBEHHME CITYCTS Tla3a 3aTYMaHUIIUCE, TEJI0 00MSIKIIO, ¥ OH 3aMepPTBO PYXHYT Ha
3eMJII0, 0O0JIbIle He IIeBeJIACh...

— [Muk! — c oTyasgHMeM BcKpudan KalipuoH, 1eBoy pyKO! BEIXBaTHIBas Me4, YTOOH OPOCUTHCS K
HeMy, HO KopaT ynepkan ero MepTBOM XBaTKOM.

[leIMOH TO2K€e OCTAaHOBUIJICS, OGOp&‘II/IBaHCB Ha Teno [Iuka. Ero muio IIOMPA4YHeJIO OO0 Y2KdacCa, a I'pPyab
TsA2KeJIO U CYTOPO2KHO B3bIMAJIdCh — XOThb [TuK 1 OBI HEMHOTI'OCJIOBEH, OH BCEerga OCTaBaJICAd CaMbIM
HaJJeXHBIM U3 BCEX.

I]:[el‘;IMOH HUKaK He 02KHJaJI, 4YTO TOJIBKO 4YTO KHUBOH TOBAPHUIII TEIIePb 0e3X13HEHHO mageT IIpamMo
rnepen HUM.

ViBenuH ToXe 3aMepiia. Ee cepeOpucThie AIMHHBIE BOJIOCH PacTperan BeTep, a Ha JIKIle YUTajach
riny0okast ckopOs. OHa KpenKo CxKaja B pyKe [JUHHBIM JIVK, U ee Malblbl T00esIeNid 0T HalpsaKeHus.

B aToT cameiit MoMeHT KopaT, mpoxons Mumo Tena [Tuka, 6pocui Ha Hero OBICTPHIM B3TJIAN — U OT
YBUIEHHOTO 10 €T0 CIIMHe Npobexar JIefeHs N X010, BOJIOCH BCTANX ALIO0M, a BO B3TJIANe
IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO Pe3K0e U3MEeHEeHUE: IPEBKO 3TOU CTPENIbl OTINYAaIOCh YUCTHIM, IPKUM I[BETOM,
HAIlOMUHAIOIIKMM TBEPAYIO IpeBecuHy Oepe3kl, a HAKOHEUHUK 3/I0Belle OTINBAJI XOJIOLHEIM OJIeCKOM.

OpmHoro 3T0T0 6€ryioro B3rjsma XBAaTHIIO, YTOOR! TOHSTh: 3Ta CTpeJjila HUKOUM O6p&30M He MOrJia
IIpHuHAaOJIe2KaThb JUKapPsiM.

— He moxeT ObITh... — TX0 pobopMoTasn KopaT, nuxopafoyHo coobpaxas, II0Ka MOp03 Ipobupan
OT IISTOK OO0 MaKyIIKU. — OTH JIIOOU... COBCEM He OuKapu!

,]:[I/IKapI/I II0JIb30BAJIUCH JTUIITh 00TECAHHBIMU JEPEBAHHBIMUA KOIIBSIMHU [Ia P2XKaBbIMH KMH2KaJIaMH, B
KpafIHeM Clly4a€ — HaKOHEYHUKAMHU U3 ONePeBa UJIK KaMHS. Y mux TIIOIIPOCTY HE MOTJIO OBITh
HAaKOHEYHHUKOB, OTJIUTHIX U3 2KeJjie3a U CTallu.



K Tomy ke ux 3acafa Ovlna CIJlaHMpPOBaHa C Myraollel TOYHOCThIO: Ka3aBIllascsd XaOTUYHOM, OHa Ha
camoM feje 00pa30BhIBaia HE3PUMOE KOJIBI[0 OKPYKEHHUSI, CJIOBHO... CJIOBHO UX 00y4ajii HaCTaBHUKU
13 caMo¥ akafeMuu. Bmo6aBOK OH yzKe MaBHO 3aMeTHJI, YTO UX LIeJIbi0 OTHIOONh He OBUIM OHU CaMU —
HaYMHAIIKE PHIIAPHU, — a UCKIIOUUTENbHO [IeriMOH, cTapiiuy ChiH Jlopga JIpakoHOB B HaCIeTHUK
TUTYJA.

Cepmue KopaTa 3aK0JIOTHIIOCH KaK 6e3yMHOE, CTpax OIJIeJI ero TPYAb JHaHAMH, IOUTH JIHILAS
BO3MOXKHOCTH IBIIIATh.

«B03MO0kHO, 9TO yOUICTBO... 3aroBop npoTtuB Jlopaa [OpakoHoB Temuca!»

OH UHCTUHKTUBHO OTJISIIENICS 110 CTOPOHAM: B TYMaHe I0-IIpeKHeMYy MeJTbKald TeMHBIEe CUITY3THI,
OfIHa 3a APYTOM HEeCJIMCh CMEPTOHOCHBIE CTpebl. O0afgasi OTMEHHBIM 3peHUEM, OH Pa3TJIsifiell, YTo
MHOTHE U3 HUX OT/IMBAIOT METAaJIJIOM ¥ 00/1afaloT YyJOBUIIHON YOOMHOW CUIION, OT KOTOPOM
HEBO3MOKHO 3aIlUTUTHCS.

B cuuTaHHEE MIHOBEHUS B rojioBe KopaTa BCE BCTalo Ha CBOM MeCTa: OH BCETO JIUIIL IIPOCTOJIIONKH,
Y eCJIU 3TO NEeUCTBUTENILHO CIIJITaHUPOBaHHOEe YOUNCTBO, TO OH 3[IeCh OKa3aJsCsl COBEPIIEHHO
CIly4auHo!

Kopar e1e gaBHEIM-IaBHO 3HaJI, YTO I0OMasl B PHIIapPCKYI0 aKafeMUI0 JIUIIb [10 YUCTOU CIIy4alHOCTU
— IIPOCTO OH BEIPOC BHILIE OPYIUX, a U B €r0 POJHOM I'OPOJKe He HAIlJIOCh TOJIKOBBIX CBEPCTHUKOB,
Ormaromaps 4eMy pHIIJapCKUYM HacTaBHUK U 00paTu/ Ha Hero BHHMaHUe.

XoTs1 OH ITPOOOJIZKAJ IOANePKUBATD IIeAIIero psimoM KaproHa, a ero Med U Iaru He
OCTaHaB/IMBAJIKCh, B OyIlle MOJIOLOT0 OPYKEeHOCIIa IIyIa 0XKecTouyeHHas 6oprba:

«Marymka! Ecnu 51 morubHy, 4To cTaHeT ¢ MaMo#? 2Ku3Hb Be[lb TOJIKO-TOJILKO Hadasa
HAJIa?KUBATHCS B IIOCJIEMHUE TOIEL... OTH OUKAPU U YOUMUIIEI TPUITH 3a [leiMoHOM. CTOUT MHE
IIPOpPBAThLCS Yepe3 Opelrs B TYMaHe CIpaBa-C3ady B IPOTUBOIIOIOKHOM HallpaBlieHUHU U N0OPaThCS
[0 JIoLIafiel, KakK s CMOTYy... TOYHO, nofKpelieHre! 1 cMory BepHYThCS B TOPOJ U IIPUBECTHU
IIOJKpernieHue! »

Yxkac nepen CMEPTHIO HAKPHIJI €TI0 C T'OJIOBOM, 3aCTaBJISISI NCKATh OIlIpaBOaHUSA CBOUM MBICIIAM.

[Topoit peanbHOCTh TAKOBA: JKaXK[Ia XXUTh B COYETAHUY C 071arOBUIHEIM IIPEJIOrOM CIIOCOOHA
pacTonTaTh MO0YIO PHIIAPCKYI0 YECTh.

CTpax u COMHEHUS OTPa3UJIUCh Ha €ro JIule, PyKH CJIerKa 3aApoxKaJy, U OH e[Ba He BEIDOHUII Mey...
BcomuuB negsguou Tpyn [1uka, B3rnsHyB Ha [leliMOHa, KOTOPHIM MO-IIPeXKHEMY IIIeJI B aBaHTaphe,
3alMInasl OCTaJbHEIX, U ITIepeBeds B3rJIAA Ha paHeHbIX KaiiproHa 1 MBeNrH, OH IOYyBCTBOBAJ, KakK
BHYTPEHHUY KOH(QIUKT JOCTUT Ipefea.



— Yeprt nobepu! — coaBieHHO psiBKHYN KopaT, B €ro ria3ax G1ecHyla pemMMoCTh — Pa3yM u
PHIIIAPCKAs YeCTh B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Ofep2Kajid BePX Hal CTPAXOM.

OH — HaYWHAIOIIKI phIIlaph, U laXkKe eCJIU OH ellle He IMpHHeC opUuimraabHylo KIATBY, OH HE MOXKET
IpefaTh CBOU M[Ieallkl 1 OPOCUThL TOBAPUINEH. A TJIaBHOE... OH BepuUs B [lefiMOHa: ITOKa TOT XKUB, laXke
€CITM CaM OH MOTUOHET, OCTATOK XKU3HU ero MaTepu obecreyeH 6e30eqHBIM CyIIeCTBOBAaHUEM.

OH 130 BCeX CUJI 3aKpuyasl B CTOPoHY [leiMoHa. 3-3a BOTHEHUS U CTpaxXa I'oJIoC COpBascs Ha
XPUIIOTY, HO IIPO3By4YaJsl OTYETINBO, 3arilylias PeB AUKapel U 3BOH OPYXKUS:

— Heiimon! Beperucs! Cpenu 3Tux AUKapen eCTb HaeMHbIe YOUMITE, UX 1eNib — Thl! HaKoOHEeYHUKY
TEeX CTPeN — XKeJle3Huie!

Ycnbimas 310, [IedMOH Cy3usl 3payku. [1ony4uB npegynpexueHue, OH CTall BHUMATellbHee
IIPUCMaTPUBATLCS K IIPOJIETABIIMM MUMO CTpeJIaM, 3aCTPSBIIMM B CTBOJIaX IEPEBbEB, U €T0 JIUIIO
MTHOBEHHO IIOMPayYHesIo ellle CUIbHee: NelCTBUTENIbHO, MHOTHe HaKOHEeYHUKY 3710Belle O1ecTenu
MeTaJlJIOM.

IIeliMOH, BO3MOKHO, ¥ ObIBAJI OIPOMETYMB, HO, OyOy4YH CTapIiuM ChiHOM JIopaa [IpakoHOB U
HACJIeMHUKOM Bcel [onMuHEBI, OH BOBCe He Obla TiyI. ITocie MoacKa3Ky 0 Hero MOYTH MTHOBEHHO
IOIIIa BCS LIeII0YKa COOLITUH.

OH HHKAaK He 0XMOaJ, YTO 3a HUM BeeTCS 0X0Ta, 1 panu ero YGHfICTBa 9T Ha€MHUKHU
OG'BGJII/IHI/IHI/ICB C DUKAapsAMH, YCTPOUB CTOJIb TPAHAWO3HYIO 3acCafy.

— YVO6monku! — B3peBes OH, 0XBaUeHHHIH SPOCTHI0, B KOTOPOM, BO3MOXKHO, CMEIIUBaJIOCh U YYBCTBO
BUHBL: ecjii OBl OH He OCJTyIIaJICS 0TIla ¥ He MOTAaIXJI 3THX TOBapuilei Ha oxoTy, [TuK ocTasncs Ob
KWB, U HUKTO U3 HUX HE YroOgui OBl B 9Ty CMEPTEBHYIO JIOBYIIKY.

Kpuk Kopata ssBHO B36ecus1 yOuiill, CKpbIBaBIIUXCS B TyMaHe: Oyoy4u He IUKapsSIMU, OHU ITPEKPacHO
TIOHSI/IA CMBICJI CKa3aHHBIX CJIOB.

— Mokra! (B3sTh ero!) — npo3By4asn rpy0Orii BapBapCKUN OKPUK.

Bcnen 3a HUM pa3nanucCh HOBBIE IIPDOH3UTEJIbHBIE CBUCTEI PACCEKaeMOT 0 BO3yXd — Ty4a I'YCTHIX,
CMEDPTOHOCHEIX CTPEIJI IT0JIeTeJIa B UX CTOPOHY, CTAB €IIe MJIIOTHEe IIPEXKHETO, XU OTPA3UTE UX OBIITIO
YZKe HEBO3MOXKHO.

[ eliMOH MHCTUHKTUBHO B3MaxHyJl MEYOM, 3aKPYTUB €T0 B pyKe C OellleHOoN CKOPOCThI0, 0TOUBas
OO0JBIIYI0 4aCTh CTPeJI, HO HECKOJIBKO U3 HUX BCE XKe IIPopBaju ero 000poHYy, METSACH IPSIMO B I'PYAb
U TOJIOBY.

OGJ’I&JI[&H BEICOKKM POCTOM H GYJIY‘{I/I OTJIMYHOM MUIIEHBIO, a TAaKXKe YUYUTEIBASd KOJIMYECTBO CKPBITHIX



CTPEJIKOB, YKIIOHUTLECA OT HUX IIOJTHOCTHEIO HE IIPEOCTABIIAIOCH HMKAKO! BO3MOXKHOCTH.
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