Xoporo moaroToBuBIinucs, [IIu [I3t10HE C CaMOT0 paccBeTa OTIIPAaBUIIACh B TOPHL 3a rpubamu. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, CETOAHS CeObMO€e YKCJI0 CeIbMOI0 Mecslla — AeHb, KOT[a [0JIXKeH IIPOU30UTH TOT CaMbIi
37I0CYACTHBIM, HO Hen30exKHbIM 31nu301. K momyaHio 3amieyHblit KopoO 1 Kop3uHa ObIIM HaKOHeI]
TIOJIHEI TPUOOB.

[To IPUBEIYHOMY MapPIIPYTy OHA CIYCTHUIACH K TOPHOMY PY4bI0, TIIATEILHO IPOMELIA JOOHIYY,
HaHHU3a/la TPUOE Ha CyXyI0 BETKY U pa3Besia KocTep. [IoKa OHM KapUJTUCh, OHA BHIyUIA M3-3a MAa3yXu
KapTodenuny u Opocuna eé B yriu. Bckope 1o ytecy pa3Heccs almeTUTHHIM apoMar.

[ITu 1I310HB gOCTasla MaJleHbKUH MMy3kIPEK, KOTOPHIHM BCETia HOCHUIa C CO00M, YMEJIO OTKPhIIA KPHIIIKY
Y IIETIOTKOM IOChINasia TpuObl IIOPOIIKOM. JTO OBITIO €€ COKPOBUILE — CMECh BCEX CIIEIUM, KOTOPHIE
el ymanoch pa3moObITh. [laxke OT OOHOTO 3allaXa TeKJIM CITIOHKH.

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha XkKap, OHa XKagHO Cheyia Ipubhl, 3aTeM BHITpebiia maaKol KapTohenuny,
ouncTuia 00yTIeHHYI0 KOXKYPY U, TJIAAS Ha XKeJTyI0 MIKOTh, C TPYAOM CHepKajach, YTOOH He
IPOTJTIOTUTH €€ LennkoM. OHa efla MaJleHbKMMU KyCOYKaMH, a B KOHIIE BEIIIXJIA [IBE IIPUTOPIIHA
KJII0YEeBOY BOAEl — U, HAKOHELl, Haesach.

ITornagus CHITHIM KMBOT, OHa OOBOJIBHO y.T[BIGHy.HaCb. B ronose IIPOMEJIbKHYJIa MEICJIb: HY2KHO
3ap860TaTb MHOT'O-MHOTO OJEHET, yTOOKI O60JIBIIIEe HHUKOT'Id HE 3HATh HY2K[HI.

BosBpatasich ¢ 1monaHo# Kop3uHoii, [1Iu 113108k, BCITIOMHUB 00 OTTaCHOCTSX I'PSOYIIETO BeYepa,
pemnnia He npATaTthcd. OHa CTy4dana B KaXAyl0 ABEPb, pa3faBasd IIOAapKU cenbyaHaM. YTo KacaeTcs
PBIOEI, 0 KOTOPOU TOBOPUJIOCH B KHUTE, TO OHA JIUIIL YCMEXHyJIaCh — ITOMMAaTh €€ BCE PaBHO HE
ymanock O, TakK 4TO rpu00OB OyOeT JOCTATOYHO, CIOKETHAsI KaHBa B 1IeJIOM COOJIIOIeHa.

[Touemy oHa cliefioBasa cioxkeTy? [TIoTOMy 4TO He MOTJla ero U3MeHUTh. Jto0as IOMBITKa ITepeMeH
IIPUBOAMIIA K TOMY, UTO PeabHOCTh caMa ce0s BEIIpaBisia. HanpuMep, oHa IEITAIach CIIaCTU CBOUX
pomuTenen, HO BCE OBIIO TIIETHO.

B nmepeBHe LIuHBI0OAHb OBLIO YyTh GOJIBbINE MBAMIATH IBOPOB, U IOYTH BCe OHM KOTMIA-TO MEJIHIIUCE C
Hel emoi. [109TOMy OHa pelInia coenaTh BCé BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH B 3TOT IeHb HUKTO U3 XKUTeJel He
noru6. B poMaHe yIIOMHHAIOCH HallafeHre JeMOHUYECKOT0 3Bepsi, HO 0 KepPTBaX He TOBOPHUIIOCH —
JIWIIL O TOM, YTO CaMa FePOMHS 0Ka3aslach Ha BOJIOCOK OT CMepPTH. 3BydYasio CKBEPHO, HO 9TO BCE XKe
OBLIIO yoauen.

Pa3maBasi KOP3WHKY C rprbaMu — 110 OJHOU Ha CeMbI0, KaK pa3 Ha 00efl, — OHa IepeKUHyIach mapoi
CIIOB C TeTyLIKO# fH u mobonTana ¢ MaTyIkou JIu. HakoHel OHa [JOIIIa 0 J0Ma CTapOCTHL.

[ITu 113t0Hb MOOMIA CTAPOCTY — TOT OBIT YEJIOBEKOM CTPOTMM U CITpaBEeI/IMBLIM, HHOTTIA faxkKe
TIOOKAPMIIMBAI €€ siiilamMu. A BOT ero BHy4Yka, CyHb HaHbHaHB, OBIJIa TPOTUBHOM JI€BUOHKOM,
KOTOpas IIpHu KaxXmoi BCTpede 003kIBaa eé MpoKsTou. [TpaBma, Imocye TOro Kak el KaXObi pa3 eé
OTYHUTHIBAJ, OHA CTaja AejlaTh 3TO TOJILKO 3@ €Tr0 CIIMHON — He CIIMIIKOM YMHO, Be[Ib CTOUJIO KOMY-TO
YCIIBIIIATh, KaK OHA XKaJjloBajach POAUTEISIM, U Ta CHOBA II0JTy4Yasia HarOHsIH.



— Jlemymika cTapocTa, BH foMa? 4 npuHecna BaM rpuboB! — IIu LI310Hb Hallenusa Ha JIUI0 caMoe
MUJIO€ ¥ BEXKJIMBOE BhIpAXKEHME, TPEBPATUBIIKCE B IIOCITYIIHOTO, BHI3EIBAIOLIETO XKAJIOCTh pe0eHKa.
CyHb YaHbI0 OTCTABHUJI YaAIIKY C YaeM U C yJIBIOKOM CKa3asl CHIHY U HEBECTKE:

— 3T0 npuina ManeHbKas YKaouxkao. MHe cTapuk JIu ¢ BOCTOYHOTO Kpasi TOBOPHUII, YTO OHA C
caMoro yTpa Io rpulbl XOfiKiIa, a Telephb BOT pa3faeT BceM. Xopolas feBo4YKa, C HOOPHIM CEPIIIEM.
f moupy rnsuy.

Ycneimas 310, CyHb HanbHaHB OT/1I0KKIIA TAJIOYKU M CKPUBUJIACH:

— Wb, 9Ta mpokmsgTas... KoMy HYKHEI €€ TPUOHL...

He ycnerna oHa OTOBOPUTH, KaK HEBECTKA CTAPOCTEI OBICTPO CYHYJa i B pOT KyCOK KapTOIIKH,
3aThiKas OONIT/IMBHEIM POTUK. 3aTeM OHa IOJHSIa I'0JIOBY U yNIBIOHYIaCh:

— Orern, upute. MH ke 3HaeM, Kakas y pebeHka Taxkenasa cyobba. Maute. OTHoaiiTe el TOT MELIoUYeK
KapTOIIKX U3 yrja, IOCMOTPUTE, KaK OHa UCXyMdalla, Ha YeJoBeKa He MoX0XKa.

CyHb YaHbBl0 KUBHYJI, IPUIIONHSJ IIOJIOT ABEPH, B35JI Mellodek U oTBeTusl LluHap YKaouxkao:

— Ykaouxkao, MoyKa, ocTaBuiia Obl rpulOsl cebe, TOCMOTPH, KaKas TH XyHas. B mocnemHue romsl
ypoxKai IJ10X0HM, Mbl He CMOTJI Tebe IIOMOYb, YeM XOTeJIOCh OHl... TBOM poguTenu Ha Hebecax,
HaBEpPHOe, CEepAIle U3BOMAAT, TJIAAs Ha TeOs...

OTH BOPYJIKMBEIE CJIOBa He pa3gpaxanu Ilu []3t0Hb, HalIPOTUB, Ha Ayllle CTalo TeIo. JIIoau B
nepeBHe LIuHbI0AHb OBITM IPOCTHIMU ¥ HOOPHIMHU, OHM YaCTO IIOMOTAJK M, MHaye OHa Obl JaBHO He
BBIXKHUIIA.

Ona npoTsHYyJla KOP3UHKY CTApOCTe U IOCIYIIHO OTBETHUIA:

— Jenmymika cTapocTa, He BOJIHYUTECH, 1 B IOpsiaKe. [ pubbI HY?KHO €CTh CBEXKMMHU, S MHOT0 Habpaina,
y MeHs elre 0CTajIoCch. Bo3pMuTe, mompooyinTe.

Crapocra ¢ ynIsI0K0M IPUHSI KOP3UHKY U IPOTSHYN el MelIodekK:

— OX yX 9Ta JeBOYKa, yMeeT XKe CKa3aTh. JlagHo, IpruHUMa. A 3TO KapTOIIKa, TBOS TEeTyIlIKa

IIPUTOTOBHUJIA. 3a0upaii, eciy B JIeCy C e[od He 3anaguTcs, OymeT IoCIophe.

— Xoporo, crracu0o, TeTyIIKa, ciacubo, meayiika crapocta! — B3sgB Memouek u Ha0Iomas, Kak
CTapoCTa MepeKIagbiBaeT rPpuObl B CBOI0 KOP3UHY, OHA C JII0O0MBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIA: — [ emyIKa,
CeromgHs npas3mHuK Llycu, BE moeneTe B TOPOL?

— Iloegewm. 4, oWt osapgs CyHb u TeTyika CyHb — Bce moeneM. ITocne Lyucu mopa mnineHutly youpars,
HaJo KyIuTh HOBbIe cepribl. A BOT 6a0ymka Xy ¢ HanbHaHb He OeyT, Hapo#y MHOT0, 60uMcsI, Kak
Obl JeBOYKa He IOTepsiachk. B Hale BpeMs, ecnu peOeHOK OTepsieTCs, CYUTal, IIpomnarl.



BrickimaB rpubbl, OH BEPHYJI KOP3UHY U 00€CITOKOEHHO N00aBuUI:

— Ykaouxkao, THI CMOTPH, He B3gyMal UATHU Ha 1IyM. HeKoTophle U3 HAIIUX TOXKe fieTel OepyT, HO
OHM 3a HUMH TIPUTISIBIBAIOT. A €CNTM THI TOMEeIIb, 3a TOO0M HUKTO He ycnenur. JIydlle CUOu qoma,
opacTelh — Oymelb XOOUTh Ky[a 3aX04elllb, ¥ 00SIThCS He IIPUIeTCS.

— Xopo1o, genyiika, g NoHsANa. Torga g nomou, fo ceufganus! — [Iu 1[30Hs moMaxaja pyKou u
IIOCKaKasa IMpoYk.

BHelHe OHa BRITJISIAETIA BECEJION, HO BHYTPH Y HEE BCE CxKaJsioch. Pa3maBas rpubbl, OHa IIOYTH Be3fe
pa3y3Hasa, KTO OCTaeTCs: U3 JBaflaTH C JIUIIHUM CEMEH, eCIU BHUECTh YeXaBIlUX, B JePEBHE
0CTaBaJIOCh OKOJIO ABAAIATU CTAPUKOB U JeTeu. JX, II0JI0KeHNe CKBePHOe — B IePEBHE BCETO
OATHOECAT C JIUIIHUM YeJIOBEeK, a TyT IIOYTH II0JI0BUHA. [laBieHue KOjIoccaibHoe!

K Beuepy xKuTeIU NEPEBHU OOUH 3@ IPYTUM OTIPABUIIUCH B IyTh. OCTAIUCh TOJIBKO CTAPUKU U [NETH.
Yro6rl UM He Ob110 CKy4HO, 6abyika Xy cobpasa BCcex II0J CTapoy UBOM B IIEHTPE IePEBHH.

Crapyuku Benu 6ecefibl 0 MOJIOAOCTH, NETU UTPANIA U IIyMeNHU. BOPYT MPOH3UTENbHbIM, TeNeHIIIuN
IYIIy PBIK Pa30pBajl MUPHYIO aTMochepy.

Babyuky MTHOBEHHO HANPSTIUCh. XOTh OHU U HE BUAEM YYOUII, HO HACTBIIIAHK OBITH. OTO TPUILIIH
neMoHu4eckue 3Bepu! Ctapyxu OPOCUINCHE OOHUMATh CBOMX BHYKOB, ITBITASICh CIIpsTaThes. 11lu
LI310Hb, YBUEB 3TO, MOCIIEIIHO IOCTajla BOHIOUMY I[BETOK U BeJiejla BCEM CJIeI0OBaTh 3a HEW.

— Ckopee, 6abymika Xy, BO3bMUTE LIBETOK, Be[IUTe Bcex B morped K genyinke JIio! 4 crblmiana B
ropofie, YTO y 9TUX MOHCTPOB OUYEHb YYTKOE 00OHSIHHUE.

Babyurka Xy Ovla XKeHIIMHON pemuTenbHOM. OHa TYT Xe 1oBesa Bcex B norpe6. Crapyxu
3a6JI0KMPOBaIX BXOJ IIBETAMU, ¥ BHYTPU BOLIAPUIACH THETYIIAS, YAYIUIUBAS TUIIKHA. JIronu Oblu
TaK HallyTaHbl, YTO HE CMeJIU faKe AbIIIATh B [TOJIHYIO CUITY.

CHapy}KI/I OJOHOCHUIINCE ITPENCMEPTHEIE KPUKHN NOMAIITHETO CKOTa, CMEIllaHHbEIE C PEIKOM
JEMOHNYECKUX 3Bep6171. B TemHOTE CTpaX CTaHOBHJICA IIOYTH OCA3a€MBIM. Camnie MIyTJIUBEIE OETHU
Ha4YWHAaJIM BCXJIUIIBIBATH, HO CTAPUKHU 3a2KMMaJIl UM PTHI.

[[Iu LI3t0HE TAKENO B3OOXHYIIA. Ona noHHMAaa: eCiu KTO-TO U3 3TUX COPBAHIIOB 3aKPHUYUT 1
IIpHUBJIEYET 3BE€PA, HUKTO He BBIZKMBET, BKIIIO4Yasa eeé CaMy, BTOPOCTEIIEHHOI'0 ITIepCOHaxa.

K cuacTslo, uepes moygaca feTH OT CTpaxa U yCTajaoCTH yCHYIHU. TOIBKO CTAapUKK U3 TIOCTIEIHUX CHUII
TIPUCITYIIUBAIACH K 3ByKaM CHaPYXKHU.

[Iym cTux, nepeBHs u norped MOrpy3unuch B TUIIMHY. Ho HUKTO He pelnascs BeIUTH. IIpolo ere
IiBa Yaca, mpexme yeM Oabyinka Xy, Ipoxka, pemnsa BrOpaThcsa. Ho Kak TOJTbKO OHU OBUHYJIKCH,
npocHynack Cynb HanbHanb. OHa Havasa niakaTh ¥ TpeboBaTh, YTOOH €€ He ocTaBmsanu. babymike



Xy IpUILIOCh B3ATh €€ Ha PYKH.

[Ty 11310HB, KOTOPYIO YK€ MOUTH CTOIIHUIIO 0T COOCTBEHHOT'0 BOHIOUETO IIBETKA, BOCIOJIb30Balach
MOMEHTOM U BeIOpasach cienoM. [Tockonbky 6abyike Xy 66110 HeynoOHO ¢ pebeHkoM, 6abymika JIio
BhI3BaJIach MOWTHU TIEPBOM.

Y6enuBIIKCh, YTO 3BEpeH MOOIM30CTH HET, OHA II03BaJjla OCTAJIbHEIX. Bce pa30dpenuck mo momam. Y
[ITu 113t0HB CBOETO lOMa He OO, TAK YTO BO3BpallaThCsa OblsIo He3aueM, HO 6abymka Xy moTaluia
eé u HauvHaHL K cebe.

EnBa onu Bouwu Bo aBop, CyHb HaHbHAHb 3aKpuyana:

— Vo0upaiics, npoknsitas! 3To Mmoit goM! T, cupoTa 6e3pofHasi, MPUHOCSINAs HeCUaCThs,
IpoBayivBau!

Babyuika Xy B 9poCTH 3aMaxHyJlach Ha He€, HO IATUIETHSSA [eBO4YKa, OyOydYU HOBOJIbHO YIIUTAaHHOY,
BBEIpBaJIach ¥ OpPOCUIIACH B JOM.

BHe3amHo U3 TEMHOTH BEICKOYMJIA OTPOMHAs, ypomiuBasi rueHa. OHa Oblyia KpyIiHee B3POCIOro
YyeJioBeKa, a eé oCTphle 3yOnl 6J1eCTeIN B IYHHOM CBETE.

Cynp HanbHaHb 3acThiia oT yxkaca. [lIu [I310Hb, HE pa3myMbIBasi, METHYJIA KapTOGENUHY MPSIMO B
r71a3 rueHe. 3Bephb PE3KO JEePHYII TOJI0BOM, YKIOHSSICE, a 0a0yika Xy cXBaTuIa BHYUYKY ¥ Gpocuiach
HayTek, Jaxe He OrJIgHyBIIKCH Ha L{uHb YKaouxkao.

[IIu LI3toHb roToBa Oblyia peigaTh. OHA JEeHCTBUTENIBHO OKa3anach HUKOMY He HYKHBIM, OpPOIIeHHbIM
peberkom. Ha camoMm fmere, el Toxe X0Tenoch 6exkaTh — OHa 10 CMepTH 00si71ach 9TOM TBapH. axe
JleonlapAbl U3 JOKYMEHTalI0K He MOTJIM CIIPaBUTHCS C TAKMM MOHCTPOM, UTO y2K TOBOPUTH O HEW —
HUCTOIIEHHON OEeBYOHKE?

Ho xax OBl HY XOTEJIOCh COATHCS, OHA CTUCHYNA 3yOkl ¥ Opocuiach 6exaTh, TUXOPagodHO
coobpazkas: 4TO [ieflaTh, YTO feflaTh? Y0exkaTh He IOJYYUTCS, 3BePh BOT-BOT HAaCTUTHET e€. OHa
BBIXBaTHJIa U3-3a I1a3yX4 Iy3LIPEK CO CIIeIUSIMYU U IIBHIPHYJIa €T0 B MOPAY THEHe.

OcTphIif 3amax MPSTHOCTEN yHapuil 3Bepio B HOC. ['MeHb 061a0aloT HEBEPOSITHHIM YyThEM, ¥ MOHCTP
HavaJl HeUCTOBO YuXaTh. Bocmonb3oBaBimch 3aMuHKoM, [1Iu 1]310HE TPUITyCTHIa CO BCEX HOT.

XoTb el ObIJIO BCETO IATh, IIOCTOSHHBIE TIPHIKKY II0 TOPaM U CHITHIN KeIYHOOoK [aly el IPeuMyIleCTBO
nepeq OOLIYHBEIMU OEeThMHM, HO JIUIIh HeOOJIbIIIOoe.

Henb3s Ob1I0 BeCTH 3BEPS B IePEBHIO, TO3TOMY OHA M30 BCEX CHUJI PBaHYJIa 3a €€ IIpefesIsl, Ienya
npo cebsi: AMunb, bByana, [ociogu, criacute MmeHs! Ho He ycrerna oHa nmpo6exkaTh ¥ HECKOIbKUX
I1aroB, Kak rueHa cousa e€ ¢ Hor. Bosb IpoH31Iia BCE Tejo, U130 pPTa XJILIHY/Ia KPOBb.



I'meHa I'palliO3HO IIPEITHYJIA U BCTaJla Ha[ HeW, Tasaas CBEDPXY BHHUS. OnHa Me[JIeHHO OTKDPG&IJIA ITaCTh,
n3 KOTOpOfI HecJsio rHubio. [llu L[310Hb MOrja NHUIllb 3ax/1e0LIBaThCS KPOBEIO.

HaBepHoe, CerofHs s CHOBA OTIIPABIIIOCH HA TOT CBET, — ITOyMaJjla OHAa C TOPeYhio.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHA yzKe MIPUTOTOBUIACH YMUPATh, Iepef Tla3aMy BCIBIXHYN cBeT. Heyxenu
3TO TO caMoe BUMIeHUE, KOTOPOE IocelaeT ymupaomux? Ho MbICIH IyTanuch, CO3HAHUE MeIeHHO
yracaro...

CKBO3b TyMaH OHa yCJIBIIIANA:

— Crapmutii 6par, ctoga! TyT meBodYka, OHa TSKeNo paHeHa... — KTo 3To roBOpuUT?

— BeccmepTHBie! BeccmepTHEIE CITyCTHINCE ¢ HebOec, 4ToOw ciacTu Hac! Brnarogapio Bac... — Kto?
Kakue 6eccmepTtHble? ['0510ca 3By4yaiu BCE THUIIIE.

— OHa oueHb IIJI0Xa, HY2KHO 3a0paTh €€ B CEKTY, HHa4Ye He BHIXKUBET... [ e e€ poauTenu?
— T'ocrioguH, oHa cupoTa, 3abupaiite eé! Ecimu Obl HE 0HA, MBI OBl BCE ITOTHOIH. ..
— 3ayeM crnacaTh 3Ty NpoKsATyi0? Cooxia 661 — U MagHo... bBeccMepTHEIM, Bo3bMuTe MeHs! A

300POBa, Y MEHA TOYHO €CThb JIYXOBHHﬁ KOpPEHE...

Ox, KT0 9T0? Kakas rafgocTb... HaBepHoe, CYHB HaurHaHeb... bosibille 0OHa HUYEro He ycCIiiejia
nmoayMaTh — CO3HaHKWEe OKOHYATEeJIbHO ITIOMEPKIIO.
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