«4T0 3a ‘-Iy'I.T.Ib? CrnoBHO g BBEIPACTHII IMI€HKaA, a €TI0 IIOMaHHWJIX ITaJIblleM, U OH an/I6e}Kan XBaCTaThC4,
4YTO TellepPb OHU C TeéM THUIIOM — JIYUIIIXE OPY3bs Ha CBETE. Mepsoch».

— CykyHa, nioxou mec! — npo6ypy4ari oH 1of HoC.

Tuxuii, emBa paBJ’II/I‘-II/IMHﬁ IOernoT, OOHAKO TOT, KTO CTOAJ C3adH, PACCIIBIIIAII €T0 OTYETJIIUBO.

CI/IJ'IYST IOHOIIX Ka3alJICA XPYIIKUM Ha (bOHe 3UMHETO0 nei3axa, a PedKue XJIOIIbsd CHEra JIMIIb
IMog4YepKuBain €ro Xy1106y. CYKYHa 03aJa49Y€HHO CMOTPEII Ha YIIPAMO MOJIYAIIYyIO CIINHY.

«2KuTh Hamoesno?»

C yero BOPYT 3Ta 3710CTh? HeyxKeNnu YKyCUI CIULIKOM CHIIBHO?

ITa Opoch, MApHIO SBHO MIOHPABUJIOCH. [IBIIIAN TaK CJIQ[KO, TOYHO JIACKOBLIM KOTEHOK, a KOTa KJIEIKH
BOH3WJIMCEH TTIy0Ke, ero MajbIkl caMyu c0o00i BIEMUIIUCh B COOCTBEHHBIE BOJIOCH], KPYITHO APOXKa.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HUKTO €I0 He eI — Tak, 3a0pajl HeMHOT'0 CHJIHI fla BBIITUJI ITapy IJIOTKOB KPoBH. He
BIIepBOU Xke. Y u3-3a 4ero TyT OyThC?

KOpOHb HpOKHfITI/Iﬂ elle HEMHOT'O IIOPa3MBIIIJIAJI, HO, TdK U HE HafIJIH OTBETAQ, IIPUBBIYHO PEIINUII, YTO
€ro BUHHI TYT TOYHO HET.

3HAQYMUT, IeJI0 B caMOM Xape.

«Kakast Mopoka», — nmogymain CyKyHa, HO TYT Ke PeIlInyl, YTO IIOPOi MOXKHO U YCTYIHUTh Kalpru3am
MaJIbYUIIKY. Bce-Taku yKUH yHaics Ha CllaBy, la U caM IIPOIecC IPUHEC HEMAJIO YIOBOJILCTBUS.

[TposiBuB HeObIBaioe Benukonymme, CykyHa IPOCTUI 00UIHOE CJIOBO U IOTSHYJ Xape 3a pPyKaB
KUMOHO.

— IloBepHUCH, Manet.

Xape YIIPAMO BEIPBAJI TKAaHb U3 €T0 IIaJIbIEB, JaXKe He IIOIIEBEJINBINNCE.

OH pa3ppaxeHHo npumypuics. O6X0ouTh MalbYUIIKYy TOPAOCTH He II03BOJIsANA, TakK 4To Kopomb
IIPOKJIATUN OCTAJICS CTOSITh HAa MeCTe, CBEPJIS B3TJIAOM ero 3aThUIOK U 0XKUpas, KOTfa TOT
COU3BONIUT 00EPHYTHCH.

HampsizkeHre pocio, BO3AYX CIIOBHO 3aCThIL. Xape, MOPSAKOM 0350HYB, TOJHSJICS Ha HOTH — TI0pa
OBITIO CIIYCKAThCS B IEPEBHIO.



ITpOKJIITHE YHUUYTOXKEHO, er0 CHJIa IOJHOCTHIO IIOTJIONIeHa, a 3HAUKT, 3apaxkeHHbIe XKUTETH CKOPO
mpugyT B ce6st. OcTaBaioch JUIIL HAAESIThCS, YTO Y Haou XBaTHIIO yMa He Iepepe3aTth BCEX [I0 eT0
IPUXOMa.

Xape chenan mar. bocele CTyHY KOCHY/IHUCH [Tajloi IUCTBHI, IPUIIOPOIIEHHON TOHKKM CJI0eM CHera.
Ho =He ycmen oH TBepHO BCTATh Ha 3€MJII0, KaK Ybs-TO CUJIbHAS JIaOHb MEPTBOM XBATKOU BLIEIIUJIACh
€My B TaJII0, U IapeHb CIIMHOU BIIJIOTHYIO IPUXKAJICA K LIUPOKOU I'PYAHU.

— Pemmmn npocTo yiTH U cOenaTh BUI, UYTO MEHS 30eCh HET?

XPUIIBbIH, TEHUBBIY TOJIOC HE BhIpaXKas SIBHOX YIPO3bl, OOHAKO ITOOHABIINKCS BOKPYT HUX BUXPb
Yy[NOBUIIHOM IPOKJIATON SHEPTUM HE OCTaBJIANI COMHEeHUU: KOpOosb MPOKIATUY B SPOCTH.

Xape MOmbITaICsS BEICBOOOOUTHLCS ¥ IIOTJIOTUTH ero 06paTHo, moka CyKyHa He HaTBOPUII 0ef, HO
TIaJIbIILI Ha €0 IJIeYax CXKaJIuCh CUJIbHEe, JTUIass MaJieHInell BO3MOXKHOCTH TIOIIEBEIUThCS.

«To "moBepHUCH", TO YUTH He [JaeT», — MBICIIEHHO BHIpyraics Xape. PasrajgaTh MOTUBEL 3TOTO
YygoBHiNa ObIJIO PEMIUTEILHO HEBO3MOXKHO. bexaTth Oecrone3Ho, fepratbcsa Toxe. K cyacTsio,
OyIIyomas BOKPYT MPOKJISATas aypa HaleskHO CKPhIBala UX OT MIOCTOPOHHUX I'71a3. Xape IPOCTO
3aMep, YIPsSMO CKPeCTHB PyKHu Ha rpymau. Ha ero GremHOM Julle 3aCThiyIa MacKa JIeISTHOTO
0e3pa3Iuyus.

— Eme cekyHma MoJT4aHus, ¥ 5 Tepekyury Tebe Topo mpsiMo 31ech, — mpoirentan CyKyHa,
CKJIOHMBILIKCH K caMoMy yxy. Ero ropsiuee grIxaHue OMaiUiIO0 YYBCTBUTEIbHYIO KOXKY Ha 3aThIIKE
Xape. — A motoM ucteno. M nepexyury cHoBa. ByieM MOBTOPATH, IT0Ka Thl XOPOIIEHLKO HE YCBOUILE,
yeM I'DO3UT MOe UTHOopupoBaHue. JInbo... IpoCcTo Ipu3Haics, Kakas Myxa Tebs yKycuna.

— Tebe Tak MHTEPECHO?

CyKyHa Ha MIrHOBEHNE JINIINUIICA Japa PevHu.

Bosce HeT. HpOCTO 0ecuiio, YTO €ro He 3aMeyvalor.

Pa3mpaxkeHHO I[BIKHYB, OH OTCTPAHUIICS U IIPOLIEANII CKBO3b 3yOHI:

— 41 pa3Be paspermran Tebe 3afaBaTh BOIPOCH?

Crousno Xape yJIOBUTD 37I0CTh B €T0 MHTOHALMAX, KaK Ha [yIle y Hero mnorerieno. OH THXOHBKO
(GBIPKHYII, TOTEP KUBOT U BhIfIa/I IIEPBOE IOTaBIIEECs OIlpaBaaHue:

— HaBepHoe, st TpoOCTO TON0feH. ByKBaIbHO YMHUPAIO C TOJIOAY.



— T IIPOKIJIATHE. He cooxuelis, gaxe eciu IepecTaHeIlnb XKpPaTh BOBCE.

— AX fa, TOUHO, — ITIOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO XBaTKa ocnaba, Xape 00epHYJICS U C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM
Bo33puics Ha CykyHy. — KcraTy, o efe. [lonmy4yaeTcsi, TEI caM He eJl LIeNTy10 THICSIYY JIeT?

Bot xe }KI/IBY‘-II/II;I rag! TeICAYeNIeTHAS F0JI00BKa — 3TO BaM He IOYTKH.

B rmaszax IMapHsA IIPOMEJIEKHYJIO HEBOJIBHOE YBaXKEHHE.

CyKyHa, OIHAKO, IT0OKaYaJl F0JI0BOM:

— Hamnporus. 4 Tonpko uTo noobenan. [IBaxasl. M 3T0 OBIJI0O YePTOBCKU BKYCHO.

— Yt0? — Xape yOuUBIEHHO 3aXJI0ajl PeCHUIIaMH, SIBHO He yJlaB/IUBas CyTH.

CyKyHe IIPUIIJIOCh CHA30UTHU 00 00BICHEHUH:

— IlepBeIii pa3 — B Moel BpoXKIEHHOU TEPPUTOPUH, BTOPOU — Mapy MUHYT Ha3af,.

— Yero?! — mo Xape HaKOHeI] IOIIENI CMBICTT CKa3aHHOTO, ¥ €r0 TaK U MOAOGPOCUIIO0 OT U3YMJIEHUS.

OH moniro Moj4aj, IepeBapuBasi YCILIIaHHOe ¥ BCIIOMUHAS HefaBHee nmoBemeHre CyKyHE. HakoHels
He BRIIepKall:

— W THL... BCerga Tak IIUTAEIIbCS?

Tepnenue Koposis NPOKIATHAN IOAXOAUIIO K KOHIY. OH HEeIOBOJIBHO LIBIKHYII:

— CkaxeM Tak, MHe ellle He IIonafaanchk TakKue, Kak Thl. TBOS Ccujla OTIAYHO YCBauUBaAETCA,
HACHIIMIAeT U IIPH 3TOM IIPUHOCHUT... HEMAJIO YIOBOJILCTBHA.

— To ecTb g TIEPBHI? — B YUCTOM T0jI0Cce Xape IIpope3asuch paflocTHbIe HOTKU. OH CJIIOBHO BUJIBHYII
HEBUIUMBIM XBOCTHKOM.

CyKyHa IIOCMOTpEJI Ha HET0 CBEpPXY BHU3, B 0UepeqHoil pa3 y0exkaasich, YTO IPOKIIATHS,
BOCIIMTAHHEBIE JIIOObMHU — CYIleCTBa KpaliHe cTpaHHbe. CEeKyHMy Ha3afl OyJICs, a Telephb CUIeT Kak
HaAYUIIEeHHBINA TPOIIL.

Brpouewm, ero ynei6ka CykyHe ompeneneHHO HpaBuiack. OH KOPOTKO YCMEXHYJICS, IEHUBO KPUBS
T'yOHI:



— Cran OB 1 MapaThCsl 0 BCIKUM Mycop. Moii XKeNyIoK He TOMOKKaA.

Brirnamen oH IIPpX 3TOM HEBBIHOCHMMO 3aHOCYHNBO — N YEPTOBCKH IIPHUBJIEKATEJIbHO.

— Xa-xa! — Xape oKoHuUaTeNbHO noBecesnienn. OH IOIPaBUJI CBOM JIOXMOThS, YIIep PyKU B O0Ka u
n1o0eqHO BOCKIUKHYI: — ¢ HaKOHEI-TO IpHUAyMal, Kak Te0e OTOMCTUTD!

OH ¢ cuou XJIOMHYJ ce0s TafoHbIO 10 TPYAHU:

— 4 3ampy Tebst B cBoeM Tejie HaBeyHo! Crernaio U3 HET0 HePYIIUMYIO KIIeTKY [yl 6e3yMHOTO 3Bepsi
Bpofe Tebs1. Bynerns mmoxo ce0st BECTH — OCTABIIIO Ha T'OJIOMHOM TaiiKe!

CyKyHa JUIIb CKENTUYECKY ITPUTIONHST GPOBB.

«MecTh? 3a Kakue Tpexmu?»

— 41 9TO, BHIPE3AJT BCIO TBOIO CEMEUKY? — JIEHMBO MIPEMIIOJIOKUII OH.

Vnei6ka crosnamna ¢ auiia Xape. [TapeHs TpoMosTdat.

Pa3 He CIIOPUT, HEYKEeNHu yraman?

CyKyHa CKpecCTus PyKY Ha TPYOU U XUITHO, 6e3yMHO OCKaJIAJICS:

— Yro xk, mompoOy#, manell. Ecnu Kulllka He TOHKa. Ho ecnu y Te6s1 HUYEro He BHIMIIET... I BCKPOIO
Tebe BeHHI. 3aJIbI0 TBOEH KPOBBIO BCIO 9TY IOJISIHY, @ IIOTOM 3aCTaBII0 Tebsi CMOTPETh, KakK s
C/IU3LIBAI0 €e C TBOEH KOXKMU [0 MOCJIenHed Kariu. Y MeqjIeHHO IOrjIoaio Te0s IeIuKOM.

Xape oHEMeTI.

On OIIyCTHIJI T'OJIOBY, O YE€M-TO PA3MBIIIIAA, a 3aTEM BBIIAII:

— TBI XOTh IOHUMaAEIIh, KaK IIOIII0 3TO 3By‘-II/IT?

— Yero? — gpeBHee 4yOOBHUILE 3110XU X3UaH UCKPEHHE OIEIInJIo.

B ero BpemeHa 9T0 Ha3kIBAJIOCh OOBIYHBIM 3allyTMBaHKUEM Bpara mnepen 6oeM. Kakasi elre momumiocTs?

— JTaBHO X0Ten CIIPOCHUTE: IIOYEMY HHA B OJHOM CBUTKE HE HaIlMCaAJIA, YTO J'Iel"eHI[aprIﬁ KOpOJ'H:



IPOKJIATUYN — XOfs4asi nopHorpadusa? HauuHas OT poXky U Tejla U 3aKaHYKWBas I'0OJIOCOM U BCEMU
9TUMHU pedamu!

JTio6as1, maxe camas 6e3o0unHast ¢pasa B ucrnonHeHuu CyKyHBI TpeBpalliagach B KaKylo-TO TPSI3HYI0
noxabIuHY.

— TsI BoOGIIEe B Kypce, YTO TaKOe KaTeTOPHUs «IJIsT B3POCIIBIX»? JTO KOTHa. ..

— Xape?

[IOoroBOPHUTE OH HE yCIlell — U3 TEMHOTH Henofaieky foHeccs ronoc Haou. [TapeHs B3OpOrHyn, [UKO
03UpasiCh, CJIOBHO HalyraHHHEIN KOT. OH CyOOPOXKHO BIEMUJICS B a/lyi0 LIeTlb, CBI3LIBAIOIIYIO €0 C
CykyHOH, 1 3allenTant:

— BricTpo o6paTHO!

Henb3st, 9TOOH €TI0 KTO-TO YBUIEN!

EnBa mpo3Bydas puKas, Kak ajble 3BeHbs C/1ab0 3acBeTUNUCh. CUJIBL 3TOM BCIIBIIIKY HE XBaTaso,
yTOOBI 3aTAHYTh CYKyHY 00paTHO CHJIOHN, HO MaJIell SBHO YYUJICS YIIPABIIATh CBI3bIBAIOLUIMMHU UX
y3aMHu.

CYKYHa CKOJIb3HYIJI BI3TJIAO0M II0 Mepuafomeﬁ nemu, 3aTeM IIOCMOTpPeEII Ha 336ynopa}KeHHoro IOHOIITY
1 HETPOMKO paCCMedAJICA.

«3HAYUT, IePXKUT MEHS 32 JPEMYUYET0 CTapuKa?»

— Yero cmemnoro? BricTpee...

Xape oT49asiHHO HepBHUYa. CyKyHa HEOPEKHBIM KeCTOM ITePeXBATHII eT0 3a MOAO0POMIOK, 3aCTaBUB
YMOJIKHYTb, ¥ BIIAaCTHO, TJIyOOKO IOIeI0BaJI, 6ECIIEPEMOHHO CMUHAS T'YObl ¥ APA3HS SI3BIKOM.

B ymax 3amrymeno. Korga oH HaKOHeIl OTIIYCTHIT TSZKEJI0 OHINAINEero mapHs, Ha ero rybax urpana
n3eBaTeIbCKas YXMbIIKa.

— BoT Teneps NEUCTBUTENBHO «MAJISI B3POCIEIX», BEPHO? — mpollenTtaa Kopoab NPOKIATUN U pacTasi
B BO3MYyXe.

Xape KOCHYJICS BJIaXKHHIX T'y0.

«TBOI MaTh... ITO OBIJIO CIIUIIKOM TOPSIYO0».



XPyCT CyxuX BETOK II0Jl HOTaMU CTAHOBHUJICS BCE OTUETIMBEE, @ BMECTE C HUM IPUOIUKAJCS U TOJI0C
Haowu:

— Hapmo xe, Beikui. Kakas xkajmocTh. A s Befib yke cobupaincs Te0s cracaTh. [IyMal, IIocjie TaKoro
yroapa oT TebsT MOKPOT0 MecTa He oCTaHeTCs. YTO XK, IT03[PaBIIsio C YCIEIIHEIM 3aBEPIIEHTEM
Muccun, y60KecTBo...

Mornopoii rocioguH KiaHa [I39HBHH, KaK BCerfia, He yIycKajl BO3MOXKHOCTH TIOYIIPaKHATHCS B
SIOBUTOM OCTPOyMUHU. JIeHNBO MoKaunBas 6yMaxKHEIM (poHapeM, OOOJIZKEHHBIM ¥ KOT'0-TO U3
IepeBeHCKNX, OH BHIIIEN Ha MOISIHY. 3aMeTUB OOUHOKYI0 purypy Xape, Haos momo3puTeabHO
IPUIIYPHUIICS U OTJISIAEJICS II0 CTOPOHAM — eMy OIpefe/ieHHO IT0Ka3aJioCh, YTO MTHOBEHUE Ha3af
30€eCh 3By4aJll 4yKO0u rojoc.

— Oro, a yero ¢pu3noHOMHUS TaKas KpacHas? — OH 3arisiHyn Xape B JIUI0, a 3aTeM CHOBa 00Be
B3TJIAI0OM TEMHBIE 3apOCU. — M ¢ KeM 3TO THI TyT IIenTancs?

Xape, ube ceplle Bce elre OelreHo KOIOTHIIOCh B TPYIU, 3aCTaBuI ce0s BHITaBUTh MaKCUMaJIbHO
PaBHOAYIIHBINA TOH:

— Haosi, TBl CIUIIIKOM MHOTO 00JITaelIb.

ToT, UICKpeHHe CUMTABIINM, YTO IIPOSBISAET HEBUAHHYI0 3a00Ty, 00MKEHHO CKPUBUII T'yOHI:

— Bepy cBou cimoBa Ha3ap. Bece-taku s Te6s IpUAyIIy.

— Oro, HEeYKTO BeTUKUY KjaH [|39HBUH OIYCTUJICS A0 POJIY LETHBIX IICOB IIPX CTapeuInnHax?

Hap ux ronosaMu BHE3AIIHO pa3gaincs 3BOHKHM, HACMEIININBHIN TOJIOC. Ob6a INapHA CHHXPOHHO
BCKHHYJIX T'OJIOBEI.

B cnabom cBeTe (oHApPs CKBO3b MEJIEHY CHEromnana 0ecIIyMHO CKOIb3HYJIa BEICOKAs QHUrypa.
He3HakoMer ¢ KoITaubel Tparyel OMyCTUICS Ha TOJICTYIO BETKY CTapo# COCHEL. HeBeposiTHO
ITUHHBIE HOTY U KOITHA 6€JI0CHEKHBIX BOJIOC HE OCTABJISJIA COMHEHUHN B TOM, KTO KIMEHHO PEeLIHT
TIOYTUTh UX CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM.

Y Xape otiermio ot ceppua.

«[Tama!»

— T'ogxo-KyH? — Haos omernun. OH SIBHO He 0KUAAJ YBUAETh €r0 30eCh TaK CKOpPOo. A yX 3Ta
M37eBaTelbCKasd yXMBIJIKa Ha ulle CUIbHEUIIero iaMaHa... [[39HBbUHY IT0Ka3aioCh, YTO OH TOe-TO
TaKoe yXKe BULEIL.



— l'ocriogus T'ogxo! — Xape ¢ TpymoM MofaBuil XKejlaHue ¢ pa30ery MOBUCHYTH Y OTIIa Ha 1iee. — Bhl
TOXKe TOJIYYUIN 3aflaHue B 9TUX Kpasax?

— Bogsce HeT, — CaTopy CHPHITHYJ Ha 3€MJII0 ¥ IIOKPYTUI B pyKax MOOUIbHUK. — AKU CKasall, YTo
Te0s OTIPABUIIU CIOfA, ¥ ITOYYSJI HejlafHoe. MbI cpa3y copBaiauch Ha noucku. Y Hapo xe, eqBa
TPUILIIK, @ TYT TaKue OTKPOBEHMUsI!

— XM... — Haos Hes0BKO OTBEJI B3IJIA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 TEMHOTHI TOKA3aJICS ellle OOWH CUIYIT ¢ GoHapeM B pyKax. B komeOmomeMcs
IJITaMeHU CBEYM eTo TJla3a Ka3aJIuCh Y3KUMH, IIOUTH JIUCHUMH.

Hpnmeﬂeu CMepHui Haoro Taxxensim, HACTOPOXKEHHBIM B3rIAO0M, HO CTOMJIO €MY ITIOBEPHYTHECA K
Xape, KdK BEIpAaXKEHNE €T0 JInlla MTHOBEHHO CMATYUJIIOCE.

— Xape, TH B mopsgke?

— l'ocnogun I'eTO! — PagoOCTHO OTO3BAJICS MapPEHb.

Haos mouyyBcTBOBaJ, Kak y HET0O HaUMHAET fJepraThcs ria3. [ToTpscaome. Ha poBHOM MeCTe HaXKU
cebe OBYX BIMSITEIHHBEIX BParoB, OOWH U3 KOTOPHIX — 0€3 MSATH MUHYT I'JlaBa BEJTUKOTO [loMecThs
KiaHa I'omxo.

— Pa3 yx BHI 37€Ch, 51, ToXKamyi, noigy, — 6ypkHyn Haos u mocmenun peTupoBaThCs, oKa
atMocdepa OKOHYATEIbHO He HaKaJluach.

Cyrypy HaAKHWHYII Ha IIJIe9Yn Xape IIPpUHECEHHOE TEeIIJIOE IIaJIbTO U, IIepeBensi B3TJIsA BHUS,
HaXMyPHIICA:

— [Touemy TH 6ocukoM? Ha ynuiie Mopo3.

CoBceM o cebe He 3a00TUTCS.
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