YT0oOH CKPHITh HEJIOBKOCTE, TOH-KOTEHOK ITPUTBOPHO KaIUIsHY. Hy [a, TPOCTO B TOpe 3amepIimio,
[enoB-to... Ho moyemy Bce MPOOOJIKaIK TakK Ha HETO MSTUTHCS?

[TepBbiM onomHuUCS JIu BaiixaHb. YBUEB, KaK KOTEHOK IIPeNaHHO 3arjisgfbiBaeT eMy B I'Jla3a, OH
PELInI: MaJIbIl ITOHSJI, YTO CBAJISN AypaKa, U MIPHUIIEN 3a yTelleHrneM. MEICIb 0 TOM, 4TO Bomo
IIePBHIM [IeJIOM KHMHYJICS UMEHHO K HeMY, IPUSATHO Ipena gymry. [lepBas peaknus — camas
HMCKPEHHAA. ITO JOKa3bIBaJiO: B MYIIKCTOX rojioBe bono uMeHHO OH, BalixaHb, 3aHUMaI IIaBHOE
MeCTO. 3aKOHHBIY X035IWH, ¥ HUKaKOU y3ypIaTop ero He IIOTeCHUT!

— Hy BC€, BCE xopoIno, — ycrnokauBaole rpomenTtan JIu Bajixans.

— May...

— C KeM He 6I:>IBaeT, BC€ MBI MHOT' A T'IIyIIUM.

—... May.

— Hwuuero ctpamHoro. Tsl y MeHS TTyIIeHbKUN, HO TaKO# MUJTBIA. MHE HpaBUTCS.

«Jla xoportn Tebe yxe».

Korénok CepauTo YyCTAaBUJICA Ha HETO, 6YJITO IIPEKPACHO IIOHAJI KaKmoe CJIOBO.

«Mo¥ KOT IIPOCTO HEBEPOSITHO YMEH, OH 0COOEHHBII!» — BoCXUTHUICS IPo cebs BalixaHb.

Temeps eMy XOTEJI0Ch TIOCKOPee BePHYTHCS JOMOW U BIOBOJb IOUTPATh C Mr00UMIIEM. oo u Tak
IIPOBEJT Ha HOTaX CJIUIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH, COBCEM He CIaJl, a AJISl KOIIaYhero 3M0POBbS 3TO BPEOHO.
[TomxBaTWB MYIIMCTHIA KOMOK Ha PYKH, OH IIPUTOTOBUJICS OTKJIAHSTHCS.

— MHe oYeHb XKallb, YTO Ml HUUYEM He CMOTIJIU ITIOMO4b, — oOpaTuics Jiu Batixans K JIu Yxuion u
Ton Cyap. — Masblm yKe yCTal, s 0TBe3y ero noMoi. Eciu moHamoOuTCst Hallla IIOMOIIb, 3BOHUTE B
mo6oe BpeMs, Oyay TOIBKO paf.

— OrpomHoe BaM cracu60, — JIu Yxkwutoit, MaTh ToH JIMHS, TacKOBO morjaaauia boso mo romose. —
XoTh JIMHIIMH TaK ¥ He MPUIIEN B ce0sl, MOMa BIIEPBHIE 3a HECKOJIbKO THEW CTAJI0 TaK 0KUBJIEHHO.
[TpuxomuTe B TOCTH MOYallle, yMalo, CBIHY ObI 9TO TOHPABUIIOCH.

«Yxe yxoguMm? Ho g He xouy! — 3ananukoBan ToH JIuHb. — 4 TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO YBUAEII MaMy U CECTpY,
[auTe MHE OCTAThbCs! ITO XKe MOU [OM... May-y-y!»

TOH-KOTEHOK M30 BCEX CHUJI TIIOTAHYJICA JIAaIIKaMHU K MaTE€PH, HallOMHWHAaA IMOXUIIIEHHOT O pe6éHKa,



KOTOPHIF B3BIBAET O craceHuu. Ho JIu BaiixaHb, 6yATO mIpeayragaB 9TOT IOPHIB, MATKO IEPEXBATHII
€r0 KPOIIeYHYIO JIaly.

— Hy-ka tuxo. [ToegeM goMoH, s 0TKpoio Tebe BKYyCHBIM KOHCEPBHBIN namTeT. Mmx Xo4elrs 4ero-
HUOyOb APyTOTO?

— Msy-may-may! — «4 Tebe ceituac moMypJbKaio, TOJIBKO pa3peli MHe 0CTaThCs!»

Cepiie JIu YKui0# CKaIoCh OT KaJIOCTHU IIPY BUIe YMOJISIONIETro B3rsAga Bomo. Ho kKak Okl CUITBHO
el HA HPaBHUJICS 9TOT 3BEPEK, 3a0HUpaTh YyKOro IUTOMIIA OHAa He HMesla Ipaka.

— AX TBI, MaJIeHbKUY XUTpPeEIl, — YIBIOHYIach OHA CKBO3b I'PYCTh. — [IPUXOMU UTPATh B CIIEAYIOIINHA
pas.

YcnbiaB coBa X034#KY foMa, JIu Baiixanb ¢ 061erdyeHueM B3OOXHYI, a BOT ToH JIMHb COBCEM CHUK.
[ToBecus HOC, OH 6€3BOILHO OOMSIK Ha IIJleue MYKYUHEL U 3aTUX. YIIPIMUTLCS Oajibllle He UMeJo
CMEICTIA: €CJIA YCTPOUTH CLIEHY, BCe TOJIBKO PACCTPOSATCS, X O HOBBEIX BU3UTAX MOXKHO 3a0HITh.
[Tpupéercsa HaOpaThcs TepreHus. Bee emié Bunepeny.

Ho Ha my1e Bcé paBHO cKpe6yu KOIKK. Befb 3T0O GBI €T0 POTHOM I0M.

[TouyBCTBOBaB, KaK IIOrPyCTHEN ero nutomel, JIu BaiixaHb IUIIL MBICIEHHO XMBEIKHYJI, COUTSI B010
HEIIPEB30UIEHHEIM aKTEPOM. Hy He MoKeT 00BIYHOE XKHUBOTHOE TaK CUJIbHO IIPUBSI3aThCS K €[iBa
3HAKOMBEIM JIIOAAM 3a ITapy MUHYT!

«TouHo, IIPOCTO BEIMIPAIIXMBAET JIACKY U 2KaJIOCTh», — PEIInII OH.

Brmpouewm, ynoBka cpaboTasa Ha ypa. Ceparie BaiixaHst pacTasijio, yCTYyIIUB MeCTO 6e3rpaHuYHON
HEXHOCTH H... BHE3AITHOMY YKOJIy COBECTH, XOTSI €TI0 BUHHI TYT He OBIJIO ¥ B IIOMUHE. BCE 3TO BpeMs
OH JIep2KaJICs IO00HasIb OT KPOBATH, CUMTAs HETAaKTHYHBEIM IISIIUTHLCS Ha 0oybHOTO ToH JIMHS, Ha u
cymbba MOJIOAOT0 TOCIIOAKHA ero Mano 3aboTuna.

Ho mepen caMbIM BEIXOIOM OH BCE Ke Opocuy OerJiblii B3I Ha MOCTelNb. [IapeHs nexkan TUXO0 U
0e3MATEKHO, YKYTaBIUIUCh B OfIesI/I0, HAlIOMUHAS JIEHMBOTO KOTA Ha coJHIenéke. Kazamock, 0TKpon
Ton JIuHb ceryac rina3a — U OH Tak e, Kak bo0, c1agKo MOTSHETCS, YTKHETCS HOCOM B MSTKYIO
TIOAYIIKY ¥ HOBOJILHO 3aMypPIIBIYET...

«Tak, cTom!» — o6opBas 0H COGCTBEHHYIO (paHTaA3HIO.

YeoBEeK — 9TO HE KOT, a KOT — He 4YejIoBekK!

JIu BauxaHb 1aCKOBO oTperan bosio 3a yIIKoM U lepelarsysi Hopor KOMHATHI.



TOH-KOTEHOK C TOCKOM CMOTDPEIJI, KaK 3a OBEPHIO KCUYE3aeT €TI0 CoOCTBEHHOE TEJIO.

«MaMo4Ka, CECTPEHKaA, Iamna... [Toxanyiicta, 6eperute Mo€ TeJjio, ToKa s He BePHYCh!»

['pycTHO, KOHEYHO, HO TOJIKY OT €r'0 MPUCYTCTBUS ceiyac BCE paBHO He Obo. K ToMy Ke, Korfa ux
B3rJIAH ¢ JIu BaiixaneM nepecekinuck, ToH JIMHS CHOBa HAKPHUIO TO CTPaHHOE 4yBCTBO. Heyxkemnmu
3TO U €CTh Ta CaMas MUCTHYeCKasl CBSI3b MEXK[Yy KOIIKOM U e€ IByHOTUM pabom?

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, yOUpATh 3a KEM-TO JIOTOK — 9TO JI He BHICIIEE MPOsSBIeHUE TI00BU? A ecnu
IIPEeNCTaBUTh JINIIO BalixaHs, KOraa TOT Y3HAET, UTO YXaXKWBaJ 3a KUBEIM YEJIOBEKOM... OT 9THX
MBICTIEH II0 KOIIaYbel CIuHEe Mpobexkaia BOJIHA CTPAHHOTO, IIOYTH Ma30XMCTCKOTO IIPEIBKYIIIeHHS.

Ycrpousmrch moygo0Hee Ha pyKax CBOero npepmaHHoro pada, ToH JIMHB Tepecek mopor joMa u
Opocuy IPoLIaTbHbIHM B3TJISH Ha BOPOTA BUJIIHL.

«41 BepHyCh ciofia. O0513aTETbHO BEPHYCH!»

JIu BaiixaHb XKHUBET Ha BOCEMHA[IIIATOM 3Taxe. MHTepecHo, Te IBOE CMOTYT HOJIETETh TAK BEICOKO?
Ecnu pa... BauixaHb, 4yp, MeHS II0TOM He BUHUTb.

B cocenckom iBOpe MOKPEIH ITOCTIE MBIThSI XaCKH YCEPIHO OTPSIXUBA MIEPCTh. XO3SUH
IPENYCMOTPUTEBHO TPUBS3a €10, YTOOH IEC TYT 2Ke He U3BaISAJICSA B TPS3U. 3aMEeTHUB Ha PyKax y
BaiixaHsl KOTa, HEYTOMOHHBINM COCEe[I 3aIlI€JICST 3BOHKHUM JlaeM, KOTOphI# ToH JIuHb, pasymeeTcs,
nepeBén 6e3 Tpyna:

— 91, Kot! [JaBaii urpats! [To6exanu, s Oyny 3a Tobou rousitecsi! Hy naBai xe!

— Mﬂy [Tanma TOBOPHUJI MHE HE BOOUTLCSA C OyPAKaMHU.

XacKu 03aJauyeHHO CKIIOHUII TOJIOBY HaboK, YCEPAHO MIBEITAACh C006pa3I/ITb, KO0 UMEHHO KOIIIaK
Ha3Ball JypaKOM.

— Kap-p.

Hap rooBo# ¢ IyMoM IPOHECTIUCH OBAa MECTHBIX aBTOPUTETA — T CaMble YEPHBIE TPO3[IHI.
CnmaHMPOBAB Ha AEPEBO B Cafly XaCKH, OHU YCTPOUIKCH Ha BeTKe. CTOMIIO TICY 3aBUAETD ITePHATHIX
XyJIUTAHOB, KaK BCSI €T0 CIIeCh MTHOBEHHO Mcrapuiachk. OH TYT e BXKaJICS B CTBOJI lepeBa, HauBHO
mojiaras: pa3 OH MX He BUUT, 3HAUYUT, ¥ OHU €ro He 3aMedaloT. TOT GakKT, YTO U3-3a TOHKOI'0 CTBOJIA
CHPOTJIMBO TOPYaJ YIUTAHHLIHM 00K X XBOCT, TyIIKACTOr0 TeHUSI MaCKUPOBKY He CMYyIIall.

Ton JIuHBL COKPYIIEHHO B3MOXHYI. DTU IPUCTaBy4Yue IepHATHIE CO3MaHMUs CTAU IJIs1 HeTO HaCTOAIIen
roJIoBHOM 601bio. CTOUT U HaflesIThCS, YTO OHU yJIeTydaTcs 1ocye ero yxoma? Ecimu octanyTcs y



BUJIJIBI TOH, €r0 CeMbs JTUIIUTCS MOKOS. A ecnu YJIEeTAT BMeCTe C HUM... Boxe, HEeyXeJIl OHH
IIOTAIIATCS CIemoM?

— Msay! — ToH-KOTEHOK HETEePIIENIMBO IOXJIONAJ Jlallow 1o nnevy Jiu BalixaHs, Mpu3bBas ero
II0CKOpee yOupaThCs OTCIOfa.

Oka3zaBIINCE B cajioHe aBToMOOusA, ToH JIMHB TYT Ke IPUIbHYI K CTEKNY, C 3aMUPaHUeM cepalla
BLICMaTpPHUBas IpecienoBaTeseH.

«[Toxanyiicra, OCTaBalTeCh TaM, UTPAUTE CO CBOMM XaCKH, TOJIBKO HE JIETUTE 3a MHOU!» — YMOJIST
OH MBICJIEHHO.

JIu BoaiixaHb, 3a0aBNssICh TEM, C KAKUM COCPENOTOYEHHBIM U BOMHCTBEHHBIM BUIOM KOTEHOK
BCMATPUBAETCS B OKHO, IOCTas TeledoH U Hayal CHUMATh BUAEO0. ITOT KOT ONPENeTIEHHO ObLT
YePTOBCKM YMEH. BaoiixaHb OKOHYATENIBHO YTBEPAUIICS B MBIC/IH, YTO Ha MPENCTOSIIEE IOy
«BrIKVBaHME B IUKOU IIPUPOIE» OH HEPEMEHHO BO3bMET Boio ¢ coboit. Ecnu 3aHATLCS €ro
OPECCUPOBKOM, IYIIUCTHIYM T€HUM TOYHO CTaHeT 3Be3[01 9KpaHa ¢ IQ mox cTo BoceMbaecsT!

TOH-KOTEHOK U He MOH03peBaJsl, KaKue HalloJIeOHOBCKHE TJIaHbl CTPOUT B OTHOIIIEHHUU HETO
HOBOSIBJIEHHBIN X0351MH. Ero Komauwii B30op OB IPUKOBAH K HeOY, TIe B BHIIIIMHE TO B3MBIBAJIH, TO
TUKUPOBAIY IBa YEPHBIX CUIYITa.

«T'ociony, ma 4ero BBl OT MEHS XOTHUTE?!»

HacTrlpHEBIEe ITUIEL JEeMCTBUTENBHO YBSA3aIuCh 3a MamnHou. Hu JIu Baiixanb, Hu MeHexep Jlu dHb
3TOT0 He 3aMEeTUIH, a caM ToH JIMHb paccKa3aTh He MOT, IIPU BCEM XKeJaHUuU. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH
OCTPO I0XKaJsiell, YTO Y Hero HeT JOCTYIla K UHTEPHETY — OH OBl OYIIY OTHa 3a IIOMCKOBHIM 3aIpocC:
«Kak n30aBUTHCS OT IIPECIeIOBaHUS YEPHBIX IPO3HOOB».

IobOpaBIuch 10 KBapTUPH!, BalixaHb 3a00TIMBO IIPOTEP JIAIILl MUTOMITY, OTKPHUT eMy OaHKY IallTeTa
1 ymeén B aymi. Tox JIuHb, eqBa J0XKAaBIINCE, TI0Ka 3a X035IMHOM 3aKpPOETCS ABEPD, ITyJiel BHIIETEN Ha
6ankoH. [ITUIIH yKe CUAeNny Ha COCEICKOM KapHHU3e.

— [locnymaute, — Brosrosnoca 3awmunes ToH JIuHb, IEITasCh BO33BaTh K UX pa3yMy. — f — KOT, BE
— ITHUIEL. MH U3 COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HBIX MUPOB. IlepecTanbTe MeHs npecnenoBats! [la, 1 4ePTOBCKH
Xopoln co0oii ¥ YMEH, HO ¥ Hac HET COBMecTHoro Oymyuiero. HacunbHo Mun He Oyzmels, pebsra!

— BparaH, oCTEIHb, — O0TO3BaJICS OJUH U3 APO3T0B, YHUCTS NMephbsi. — Hac mBoe, THI OJUH, a ellé u
KOIllaubel mopomsl. TeOs Kyma-To He Ty[da MOHEeCsI0, MBI IPYIIIOBYX0H He OamyeMcs.

Y Ton JIuHs maxe yCH 3afiépraauch OT BO3MYyIneHus. Hago e, Kakue MPOOBUHYThIE TITUIIL
TIOTIAJIHCE.



— JlagHo... — mpoBopYan oH. — Torga 4ero BaM OT MeHS Hafo?

— IloHuMaeIs, TH IEPBBIN KOT, KOTOPBIH BOOOIIE 3aTOBOPUIT C HAMH II0-4eJI0BEYECKH, — B3SIJT CJIOBO
BTOPO# apo3n. — OOGBIYHO Ballld TOJTBKO U AyMAIOT, KaK HAC MMOMMAaTh ¥ COXpaTh. M Befib ITPOCTO
3alUIIAJIUCE... JX, HA AyIIe CTOIBKO 00JH, Ma KOMY paccKaxes? M TyT Mbl BcTpeTunu Tebs. Pa3 yx
THI Ha3BaJl Hac OpaThsiIMH, TO 3TO HaBeK. MHI TebOs He GpocuM, Gpo!

— PebsrT, BBl TeneBu30pa nepecMotpenu? OTKyHa 9TH [elI€BEe ApaMbl? Bbl MeHs BroHsieTe B
XKYTKUM cTpecc!

— IIa magHO Tebe, YTO IIJIOXOT'0 B BEPHBIX KOPeIIax? — 3aTapaTOPUIN Apo3abl HarnepeOoi. — Cam
TIOCYOM: THI Ke IOMalllHUY HeXXKeHKa, 3a TOO0M 4esloBeK JI0MaTKOM KaKallky youpaeT. A eciu oH Tebs
3aBTpa BBIIIBLIPHET Ha ynuily? TH 2Ke IPomafienib, K BOJTbHOM XKHU3HU HEMPUBLIYHBIN. TO JTX Oei0 MbI!
Kro Hac o6ungut? Hac maxe miogu 605TcCs, a eny Ml cebe Bcerga paspnobyneM. JIagHo, MBI TTOIETENN
IIePEKYCUTD, TPOT0JIONANKUCh 3HAaTHO. 2K, CKOPO BEpHEMCS !

— Hy u netute, MoxkeTe He ToponuThcsi! Hebo — Balll oM, — KpUKHYI UM Bcien ToH JIuHb,
YYBCTBYS, YTO ¥ HETO yKe A3BIK 3allJIeTaeTCs 0T KOLIaYbero MayKaHbs.

B rnyOuHe myumu oH mo¥Mai ce6si Ha MBICTIH, YTO 3TH APO3Obl HaBePHSKA IPOIIIHA KYPCH CETEBOTO
MapKeTHHTa — OO0JIBHO YK YOeOUTEIbHO CTEJTUIIH.

— Mur emé BepuéMcs! Kau Hac, OpaTBa!l — 3aKpUYasy ITHUIH, HIYMHO B3MaXHYB KPBITbSIMU U
pacTBOPSISACH B BeuepHeM Hebe.

Ton JIuHB IPOBOAUIT UX B3TNIAAOM. YTO XK, IIYCTh BCE 3TO OBIIO CTPAHHO U KpaliHe HexKeJaTeNlbHo...
HO, KaXeTCsI, 3T0 ero IepBhie IPY3bs C TeX 0P, KaK OH 3aCTps B IyIIUCTOM Teje. HacTosimnue
necHble OpaThs. A YTO, 3BYYUT HOBOJILHO KPYTO!
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