— TsI yTO cKa3zan? 1ot Jlo bau BhImen u3 noMectbss My U HallpaBUJICA NPAMUKOM B JlaHbCAH-T3? U
Maxke BHIBEJI OTTYHa MYXUYUHY-KypTU3aHa? — My M4sHb OB IOTPSICEH [0 TIyOUHEBI myuru. [TomoOHbIiM
IIOCTYIIOK JIo bas coBeplIeHHO He YKIIaABIBaJICSA y HETO B I'OJIOBE.

Bo-mepBhIX, OH He 0XKUMOAJl, YTO CTOJb I0HBIN JI0 Ball cTaHeT 3aBcermaTtaeM mogoOHEIX MeCT. Bo-
BTOPHIX, €ro mopa3uso, 4to JIo bas HeKOMy HacTaBUTh Ha IIyTh UCTUHHLIM, pa3 OH OOIIEN A0 TOTrO,
YTO MIPUBEJI B IOM MYXKUYHUHY JIETKOT'0 ITIOBEIEHUS.

— l'ocnoguu by KO3 mpocun nepefgaThk BaM, TOCIIOOWH, YTO OH OyAEeT IPHUCMaTPUBATh 3a MOJIOABIM
rocrogrHOM JIo ¥ He JOMyCTUT HUKAKUX ITPOUCIIECTBUM.

— Xo0po1110, MOXKeIIb UATH, — pacnopsapuincsa My Musns.

Kaxk Tompko CTPaXHUK, HpI/IHeCH.II/IfI BECTb, YOAJIUJICA, BEPHYJIICSA By F03. On BEITISAOEN KpaﬁHe
Pa3goCagOBaHHEIM.

— l'ociopuH, g ero ynycrun!

— I'me TBI ero moTepsin?

— Monopoii rocioguH JIo Be3 3Toro MyxyH baiiusHs B najlaHKHHE B CTOPOHY TOMeCThs JI0. MbI
CleoBay 3a HUMM II0 IISITaM, HU Ha CEeKyHAY He BhIycKas u3 BUAy. Ho Korma oHu mpuUOHIIN, U3
najiaHKWHAa BHIIIIY JIUIIbh Maldb4uIlKa-ciayra 1 MyxyH Baitusss. Jlo bas Hurge He ObIIO.

— To, 9T0 OH crioco0eH UCYe3HYTh B HUKYZA, 51 AOMYCKao, HO BOIIPOC B TOM, Ky[la OH HallpaBUJICS, —
IIOrpy3usica B pa3aymed My M4sHsb.

By K03 Toxe Hayanm HepBHUYATh. Micue3noBeHue JIo Bas B FOuxkoy cynuio 6emy: B 1000 MOMEHT
MOTJIa IIPOJIUTECS YbsI-TO KPOBb, @ ¥ HUX, KaK BCerfla, OCTAaHYTCS JIUIIh TON03PeHus 6€3 eIUuHOr0
nmokasaTebcTBa. OHU yKe He pa3 CTaJKUBaJIUCh C OI0OHKIM OeccumueM, Habmogas 3a TeM, Kak
37107Ieu TBOPST OECUMHCTRBA.

[Ty ®aub, HAIPOTUB, CMOTpPeII Ha JIo bast CKBO3b PO30BEIE OYKU UCKPEHHET0 BOCXUIIEHUS U
OTKa3bIBaJICSI BEPUTh, YTO TOT MOXKET OBITH JJEMOHOM.

— By H03, cobupaiicsi, Mbl CHOBa OTIIPAaBUMCS B IToMecThe JIo.

— 3ayeM HaM Tyfa Bo3BpalaThcsi? Ero TaM Bce paBHO HeT. {1 cuuTaloo, HyKHO 00BSIBUTh €T0 B
PO3BICK 110 BCEMY TOPOAY U CXBATUTh HEMEMJIEHHO!

— He ¢dakT, uto ero Tam HeT, — B gymie My MusHs Kperia yBepeHHOCTh, 4To JIo Bait o0s3aTenbHo
00BIBUTCS CHOBA.



OH He MMOHMMAJI, IOYEMY C CaMOTO UX IIEPBOr0 BU3KTA, KOT{la MOJIOHOM rocnoguH JIo, 0OLIYHO He
MOANMYCKAaBIIN HUKOTO K CBOUM HAryX0 3aKPBITHIM BOPOTaM, BOPYT OTKPBII UX U PafyIIHO IPUAHSI
TOCTeH, a 3aTeM IIOMOT ITOMMaTh IUCHUITY-IeMOHA — 3TH [IBa COOBITUS SICHO YKa3bIBaJId HA TO, YTO V
HEero 371eCh €CTb HeUTO, HyxKHOoe JIo baro.

BEIIO elmie Koe-4To, 0 YeM OH GOSIJICS Pa3MHIIIIAThE BCcephes: Ta JOXKAIHUBasI HOYb. [ToueMy Torma
BHE3aITHO BO3HUKJIA ABeph? U moueMy OHa IIO3BOJIHIIA BOUTH TOJIBKO eMy? A mpobyxKaeHue G510
TAKUM, CJIOBHO OH YBH[IEJI CTPAHHBIA COH.

OHu BOBOEM, He XKajles JIoIafiel, CHOBa TOMYaJIUCh K ToMecThio JIo. My M4aHb, IPUBHIKIINN K
PUCKY, B35171 ¢ co6o# TonbKo By 103,

BriexaB 3a ropof ¥ CBEpHYB Ha y3KYyIO TPOIly, BEQYyIIYIO K IIOMECTBI0, OHU 3aMETUJIH, YTO KUJIbA
BOKDPYT CTQHOBHUTCS BCe MeHbIlle. BHe3allHO KOHYM MCIIyTaHHO 3apKaJjid, U B JIECHOU dYallle T0Ka3aluCh
ybu-TO Qurypel. My Musub u By K03 pyxHynu Ha 3eMiio.

— locoguu! T'ocioguH, BE 1enbl? — By FO9 B maHuKe MOATION3 K HEMY ¥ 3aKPHII COOO0I.

— KT0 BHI Takue?

My M4sHb IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEN Ha He3HaKoMIleB. VX OBIIIO MSTEePO: TP KEHIIUHEL ¥ IBOE MYKUMH.
Brnepeqnu cTosiyia XKeHIIMHA B CHHUX IIEJIKOBBIX OfleXKaX; oHa Oblyla Kyfa 0001bCTUTeNIbHee 0ObBIYHBIX
TOPOACKUX XKEHIIWH U SIBHO He MPUHA/JIe)kana K MUPY ITPOCTHIX CMEPTHHIX. [IpuMedaTenbHO OO TO,
YTO B PyKaX OHA AepKaja OeTCKUH MOrPeMyLIKY.

— Kr0 MBI Takue? — mepecnpocusia XKeHIMHa B CUHEM U, TI03BIKHUBAs [TOTPEMYIIKOM, HallpaBUJIach K
HUM.

— Yo BBl 3agyManu? ITo ke rybepHATOpP, UMIIepPaTOPCKUIL MOCTaHHUK! BBl XOTh IOHUMaeTe, YTO
CcoBepllIaeTe HallafeHue Ha YynHOBHUKA?! — By KO3 nogusan My MusHsg Ha HOTU U CIpsATall ero 3a
CIIUHY.

— O, Tak 3TO caM MMIIepPaTOPCKUI MOCITaHHUK? — KeHIIWHA B CHHEM paccMesyiach U chefiasa ele
IIar B MX CTOPOHY.

Ha nosce y By FO3 sipKo BCIIBIXHYIa KeMUyXKHUHAa AJ19 IIOMMKY IeMOHOB, ee CBET IpoOuBaCs CKBO3b
TKaHb MellloyKa. OcTanbHble IeMOHBI TOXE PACCMESJIUCh, HU BO YTO He CTaBs UX YTPO3HL.

— I'ocoxka, MOXKET, CheIUM 3TUX IBOUX IPSAIMO Cerdac? — NPedIoKuil KTO-TO U3 HUX.

Cusuune ZKEeMYYyXKHWHEI IIPHUBJIEKJIO BHUMaHNE XKEHIIMNHEL B CHHEM. Ona ¢ m000IEITCTBOM YCTaBHJIIACh
Ha Hee:



— Yro 970 y TeOs 3a 3abaBHas mTy4Ka? [lalb IOUTPaTh?

By K03 nnoTHO mpuxkan xkKeMuyxkuHY K cebe. TOT ¢akT, YTO OHA CBETUIIACh, O3HAYAJI, YTO Mepex
HUMM JEMOHEI, HO 9Ta XKeHIIWHA He TOJIbKO He HCIyranach, HO U IPUHsIa apTedakT 3a UTPylIKy. By
FO03 notsaryn My U4sHs Ha3an, 3HaKaMU [IpU3LIBas ero 0exkaTh, a caM HaCTOPOKUIICS.

— IaTe nourpats? I[Toxkanyiicra, — By KO3, oTcTymas, mones3 B KapMaH, YTOOB JOCTATh XKEMUYKHUHY.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OfiHa U3 XKEHIIUH 033X MPeaynpenua:

— l'ocmoxka, 0OCTOpOXKHEe, 3TO He UT'PYIIKA, 3TO XKeMUyKUHA [AJIS TIOMMKH IeMOHOB!

Bocnonb3oBaBuuck 3amentatenbcTBoM, by KO3 130 Bcex Cul METHYT KeMUYKUHY.

— l'ocoxka, 6eperuteck! — pa3manuck Kpuku. 2KeMuyKrHa Bpe3aiach B MyXK4YUHY, 3aCJIOHUBIIIETO
€000 XKEeHIIIMHY, ¥ TOT MTHOBEHHO BCITBIXHYJI, OXBaUeHHBI OTHEM.

XKeHIKHA B CHHEM TIepelyTaiiach ¥ BEIPOHUIIA TOTPEMYIIKY. MyK4YiHa, KOCHYBUIMHCS KEMYYKUHE,
ObL1 00peyeH: Yepe3 MIHOBEHME Ha 3eMJie OCTaJICS JIUIIb O0YTTIEHHBINA JTUCUHM TPYII.

XKeHIIMHA B CUHEM, SIBHO IIPUAA B yXKac, 3aKpudarna:

— CxBaTtuThb ux!

By O3 cHOBa OpOCHIT XKeMYYKKUHY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 IEMOHHI OB HAYEKY U JIETKO YBEPHYJIIUCE.

— Ax BbI Mep3aBLbl! CMeeTe urpaTh CO MHOU B TaKUe UTPHI!

Kenmuna B cuHeM O6pocusnach Ha by 3.

— locnoguH, 6erute! — KpukHyn By KO3, moHUMasi, YTO B OMMHOYKY €My He CIIPaBUThCS C 9TOU
cTaei, u Opocuscs B 60H, IEITAsICh 3aepPKaTh UX.

Ho My Wusnb 6611 6eccuies IpOTUB IEMOHOB, U BCKOPE €T0 CXBATHUIIH.

— Tl'ocogue! — By 03, yBULEB 3TO, B OTYassHUM PBAHYJICA Ha IIOMOIIb, HO XEHIMHA B CUHEM
Iperpaguia eMy IyTh, ¥ CXBaTKa IIPOOIKUIACH.

My M43Hb 0OTYasTHHO CONPOTUBIIAJICS, HO OOUH U3 JIMCOB-IEMOHOB yapHUIl €ro, ¥ OH IOTEePSI
Cco3HaHUe. Tak ero u yTaluiu.
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Ounysimuck, My Musnb 00HapyXKuUJ, YTO HAXOOUTCS B OTPOMHOM, POCKOIIHOM Telepe, MOTHON
OparoleHHBIX KaMHel U TUKOBUHHBIX COKPOBHUII. [0 cpaBHeHUIO ¢ noroBoM JIo bas aTo mecTto
Ka3aJiock ele 0ojiee BIeYaTIAIOMKUM — 110 MHeHNI0 My MusHs, oHo ObITo gaxe Oorade
MMIIePaTOPCKUX TTOKOEB.

Ha Tpone cupmena xkeHirHa. My MusHb He MOT pa3TiisSAeTh ee Juila, HO CYAs 1Mo 6e0CHEKHBIM
oflexkmaM, 3T0 Oblzla BechbMa u3siiHas aeBuiia. OH Pa3MBILIISI O TOM, KaK CUIIbHO U3MEHUIIACh €T0
JKW3Hb 3a MOCJIeHNEe JHU — OH-TO AyMaJl, YTO JEMOHHI BCE KaK OUH YPOMJIUBE U CTPAIIHH, HO
pPeanbHOCTh OKa3ajlach COBCEM MHOM.

— locmoxka, BOT 3TOT MyKYMHa, — JKEHIIMHA B CHHEM, YTO CXBATUJIa €0, TOKJIOHUJIACh
BOCCE[IABIIIeH Ha TPOHe U Opocuia Ha Hero MPe3PUTEeTbHbIN B3I,

— 910 oH? Torga oTIpaBIgUTECH B IABUJILOH IIOCPEAU 03€pa U IPUTJIaCUTe AeBITOr0 IpUHIa, —
IIpuKasasa Ta.

IeBsThIM mpuHI? Kakou elle meBSITHYN MIpUHI? My M4sHb ObIT B TIOJTHOM 3aMeIllaTeIbCTBE.
HeiHelmHuit ©MIIepaTop B CaMOM pacliBeTe CHJI, Y Hero Jaxe ChIHOBEM CTOJIbKO HeT. BrpouewM, pas
OHH B 00MTEINM TEeMOHOB, BO3MOXKHO, PeYb UAET 00 MX COOCTBEHHOM, HEMOHUYECKOM HOEBSITOM
npuHne. Ho moyeMy ero mosBieHue OOIKHO BEI3BaTh IprHIA? HeyxXenu oH, CKDOMHBIM UMIIEPCKUI
MHCIIEKTOP, CTOUT TOTO, YTOOH! YyCTpauBaTh TaKylo CyeTy?

BCKOpe K XKeHIMHHEe Ha TPOHE IIOOOIIe]I MEJIKUY IEMOH U YTO-TO IIpoHIeIITall el Ha yXoO.

— Yto? [leBsATHIM IPUHII KCYe3? — KeHIIWHA IPHUIIIIa B IPOCTh U BCKOYHUIIa ¢ MecTa. — MimuTe! 3ToT
YyeJioBeK 37eCh, OH HUKYyMa He MOT feThcsa! [IepepoiiTe Bce, HO HalliuTe ero!

— Cnyumaemcsi! — IeMOHBI IOKJIOHUIUCh Y UCYE3JIH.

B nemepe ocranuce Toneko My Musns u rocnoxa. OHa, II10X0XKe, 3aMHTEPeCcoBasiach UM U, MeJIEHHO
colifis ¢ TpoHa, npubmu3unack. My MusHb ocTonbeHen: OH HUKOTia He BUfeN TaKoli KpacoTsl. OHa
Obls1a HACTOJIBKO IIPEKpacHa, YTO OH He MOT OTBECTH Ija3. belocHexkHble OleXK bl IOAYePKUBaIN
Oenu3Hy ee K0XKY, YepHBIe BOJIOCH OBIIN YI02KEHHI B BEICOKYIO IPUYECKY, CKPENJIeHHYI0 O1efHo-
JKeJITEIMU InuibKaMu. Ee orpoMHBIe Ia3a, Ka3anoch, obagany Maru4eckol CUIoN, 3aTATuBas ero
B 6e31gHy, u My VusHb IIOCIIENIHO OTBE B3TJIAL.

— BHEIIHOCTEIO BHIIIEN, TOIBKO BOT He 3Hal0, KaKOe MECTO TH 3aHMMAEIIb B €T0 cepaonoe, —
IIpOKu3HECIIa OHa.

— Yo BBl UMeeTe B BUAY? [loueMy Bl TaK TOBOPUTE? — CIIPOCUIT 03afiaueHHE My Muanb. OH He
TIOHMMaJl CJIUIIKOM MHOTOTO.



— Co BPpEMEHEM y3HaA€EIIb.

ZKeHIIIMHA He X0TeJla BOABaThCs B IOIPOOHOCTH — € ellle IPEeCTOsII0 BEISICHUTL, HACKOJIBKO OH Ha
camoM mene gopor Jlo bato.

— Ecnu He XOTUTE TOBOPUTE, TO XOTsI ObI HA30BUTE CBOE UMs, — monpocun My Uusub. OH pemun,
YTO €CJIU YK CYKIEHO yMePEeTh, TO HYKHO XOTs OBl 3HATh, OT Ybell pyku. OH He HafesICcs Ha IIOMOIIb
By H03 unu [y ®aHs — 3T cyuiecTBa OBUIN SBHO He U3 IIPOCTHIX.

— Xouers 3HaTh, KTO 51?7 — 3a/iyMasiach KeHIIUHA.

My HusHb cobparsics ¢ AyXOoM U CTall XKaaTh, XOTs cepflle ero 6elieHo KOJIOTUI0Ch. ['OBOPUT /1 OHA
npasay?

— Mory u cka3atb. 4 K03 UxkuriyaH, a HAXO[UIILCS Thl cefiyac B 00UTeIM KilaHa JIUC.

Kaxk TonbKO OHa Ipou3HecCsa 3TU CJI0Ba, cepnue My Musnd nmoxosonesnno. Bugumo, Ta nucuiia,
KOTOPY10 OH npocui JIo basg mormaTts, He YCIIOKOUIACh U IPH3Baia CBOMX COPOOUYEN OTOMCTUTD.

— BBI XOTUTE OTOMCTHTH 3a Ty CECTPY, UTO IOoTu6Ia B MPOIIJIEIA pa3? — CIPOCUIT OH.

— Yt0? — I3 YxnIilyaH paccMesyiach, C HeJOYMeHHEM IS Ha Hero.

My HusHb 60sbllle He TPOPOHUI HYU cioBa. OH OIYCTHII TOJIOBY U TSXKeEJI0 B3IOXHYI. Pa3 Tak,
HaBepHOE, OHU XIYT CBOET0 [EeBSTOTr0 IPUHIIA, YTOOH PEIINTh, KAK UMEHHO eT0 Ka3HUTh. Y 3TUX JIUC,
He0OCh, ellle ¥ PUTYaJIbl KEPTBOIIPHUHOIIEHNS eCTh. OT 3TOW MBIC/IM CTaJI0 COBCEM XKYTKO. 2KU3Hb
IIPOXKUTA 3psi: OMHOIO AEMOHA [T0MMaJl, a CaM Telephb CI0XKUT I'0JIOBY.

— I'ocrozka, MBI He HAIJIM €ero, YTO OelaTh?

— HWmure gansiue! He Bepio 51, YTO 9TOT MabuMIlIKa, OYOy4YH 3[eCh, MOT IIPOCTO YIETETh! — B THEBE
BOCK/IMKHYa O3 UxkuiyaH.

— Crnymarch! — MeJIKUY JeMOH IOCIEeIINI IPOYb.

— [Toctou! — oknuknyna ero K03 YxkuiryaH. — 3anpu 3TOro yejoseka. He moBsepro, 4To OH He
IIPUOET ero cuacarTh!

— BypeT ucnonseso!

HemoHn cxBatui My MusHA U OTALIUII €I0 K BEIXOAY.
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