[Tog ryCTBIMU CBMHIIOBBIMYU Ty4aMHM, He IIPOIyCKas HU €IUHOTO JIy4ya COJIHIIA, PSAAL MapsIux B
BO3myxe 0JiemHO-KeThX (PoHapel oCcBelaad KOPOJIeBCKY0 CTOIHITY. 30JI0UeHbIH JBOPeI]
BO3BHIIIAJICSI Ha CaMOU BEPIIMHE TOPOda, SBISICh OMHOBPEMEHHO U BBICIIIEM TOUYKOM BCell be3mHHI.
Ceiiuac, o1 TOKPOBOM ellle 6osiee TyCTOM MTJIbI, OH 00HAaxXKajl CBOM OCTPhIE KIIBIKH.

Tan KOaHs, Pa3BaIMBIIMCh Ha TPOHE, Here}KHO 031pPaJl 3aCTRIBIIXX B HAIIPSA2KEHUN MUHUCTPOB.
HonnepeB TOJIOBY JIEBOM pYKOfI, OH KOHYMKAMH IIaJIbIIEB JIEHUBO II0T'JIa2KXBAJI CBOX POra.

Baccap, rngas Ha TPOH, TSKeJo Obiman. [logaBinsas oxBaTHBIIEe ero BO30yKOeHNe, OH Hallenl
MacKy COCTpafiaHUS ¥ CKOPOHO MIPOU3HEC:

— Bpat, Hapon Be3gHbl CIUIITKOM OJIT0 TEPIe TBoe CBoeHpaBue. OHU PEIIVIN IUIIUTL TeOs TpoHa
¥ IIPOBO3TIaCUTh HOBOTO KOPOJIS.

[Tocne monroro Mom4aHus, KOTrfa aTMocdepa cTana mo4Ty ocsizaeMoi, Tadn KOaHb ¢ HHTEPECOM
CIIPOCHIT:

— W KTO0 Xe cTaHeT ciaenyoluM rnpasuTteneM? — OH HECIIEIIHO CIIYCTUJICS C TPOHA U MOJOLIeN K

TpyIile KOBapHBIX ¥ aMOUIIMO3HEIX MUHUCTPOB.

OH CBBICOKA B3TJITHYJ Ha 3TOT0 JKaJIKOTO0, CJIIOBHO 6710Xa, HO 6€CTIOKOMHOTO cBogHOro OpaTa. ToT 651
II0X0K Ha HEero He TOJIbKO BHEIIHE, HO ¥ 9TOU OTBPATUTENIbHOM IJIyIoCThi0. TaH FOaHb TOMOPIIUIICS C
SIBHBIM OMep3eHuEeM U HaCMeIlJTuBO GpoCuI:

— Tw1 unu Bax?

B rmasax baccapa MenmbKHYT XOJIOAHbIHA 671eCK, HO OH mpoMorndaj. Ceidyac, KOTfa B OTHOIIEHUSX C
IpeMbepP-MUHHUCTPOM HAaMETHJICS PACKOJI, JaBaTh OpaTy MOBOM AJIS yaapa ObI0 O TITyTIO.

Tan FOanp mocMoTpe Ha ellle He 3axuBlIee TuUl0 baccapa. Pererepaiys nojiykpoBOK oka3ajlach He
TaKOHU YK CUIbHOU. OH TUXO B3JOXHYII:
— Ilouemy BrI Bcerpa Takue? [laxe IIOJIy4YUB YPOK, HUYEMY He YUUTECH.

Baccap He ycIena 0CO3HaTh CMBIC CKA3aHHOTO0, KaK IIOJIyYHII [IOIIEeYHHY, elle 0ojiee TSKeNy, 4eM
BUEpa.

Pa3pasics ornmymmmMTenbHER XITOMOK, ¥ baccap, He BHIepKaB yoapa, PyxXHy Ha moj. OH ¢ HeJoBEepHeM
nocMoTpest Ha Tan FOaHs, HO, BCTPETHBIIKCEH C HUM B3TJISIIOM, BHe3ammHo oreneHesn. Tan KOaHb ¢
Ope3TIBOCThLIO CHSIJI ITEPYATKy, CTapasich He KacaThCs ee Kpaes, ¥ Opocu Ha moj. OH IPOu3HEeC,
CJIOBHO Pa3roBapuBasi caM ¢ c000M, HO TaK, YTOOHI CJIBIIIAIIN BCE:

— Kakas HeBEIHOCHMas T'DA3E.

MuHUCTPH Motdanu. Te, KTO XOTeJl BCTYIUThLCS, IoiiMaB Ha cebe B3ryan Tad FOaHs, mpegmodin
IPOTJIOTHTH CJIOBA. [laxke 3aMBIIUISS MSITEX, OHM He CMeJTd UATH IPOTHB HETJIACHOT0 3aKOHa



Be3mHbl: 30ech MPaBUT CHJIA, ¥ HUKTO He JKajeeT Claa0bX.

Baccap, mormaTheiBasich, IOTHSICS Ha HOTU. OMyCTUB I'OJIOBY, OH BHITEP KPOBb, 3aJIMBABIIYIO JIUI0 U
IIpeBpalllaBIlyio ero B KpoBaBOe MeCuBO. BApyr oH 6e3yMHO pacxoxoTascs, 00JbIlle He CKphIBas
HEHABUCTH ¥ 371001, ETo THUII0 MCKA3UIOCh B TPUMACe:

— [ToueMy THI pOAUIICS KOPOJIEM, a 1 JOJIXKEeH CKyNIUTh U BEIIPAIINBaTh N04adkKy, Kak nec! [Touemy
TaK JIETKO I10JTy4aellb BEPHOCTh NOANaHHEIX? [loueMy Tak BEICOKOMEPHO CMOTPHUILDL Ha BCEX CBEPXY
BHU3? [TomHUIIB, MO moporoi 6paT? Korma g Buepshle mputien K Tebe ¢ fo6poM, 4To T cuenan? Thl
OTBECUJI MHe IOIIeYHHY, KaK CEerofHs, a IOTOM TIaTe/IbHO BHITED IIOMOIIBLL O KOBED U C
OTBpAIlleHHEeM CIIPOCUII CITYT: KTO BIIYCTHIJI CIofla 9Ty HUIIIYI0 TOMech? TBOM mpeHeOpekKUTeTbHBIN
TOH s MIOMHIO [0 cux nop! Ho ¢ yero Bapyr? Tel Bepb BCErO JIUIIb KaJIKOe CYLIeCTBO, KOTOPOMY C
TPYLOM yAanoCh Jaxe MOB3POCIIETh, 3TOKCT, BeYHO OpocaloIuii CBOi Hapox!

OH Topao0 BCKUHYJI IOAOOPOMOK U C TOPXKECTBYIOUIMM BULOM BOCKIIUKHYII:

— Ho Kaxk gonro Te CMOXKEITb COXPAHSTh CBOIO criech? CKOpO 5T B30MAY Ha IIPECTOJI, a THl CTAHEeIIIb
HUIIMM o0opBaHIeM. UTo y Tebs ocTaHeTCs, KOTHa THl IIoTepsielb Kopory? He 6oiics, pamgy HaIIero
oTIa 51 He yObio TeOs1. S mpocTo u3roHio Tebs HaBceraa!

Bups, uto nuno Tan KOaHs ocTaeTcsi HEBO3MyTUMEIM, baccap mpuiiesn B ele O0JIBIIYI0 SIPOCTbD.
BorbImie Bcero oH HeHaBueNn B 6paTe 3TO paBHOAyIIHe. Bemb y HUX oguH oTell! BCIOMHUB 4TO-TO,
Baccap cHoBa paccMmescs:

— BpaT, THI ITOJIaTaellbCsa Ha TeX UANMOTOB U3 KjlaHa Cao? OHU CUIbHEI, HO YMOM H€ BBIIIIINA. Hx YXe

3arepiu 3a mpefeniaMu aBopiia. K ToMmy BpeMeHU, Kak OHU BepHYTCS, Bce OyneT KoHueHOo. OHH...

— TToueMy TH TOCTOSTHHO HUCIBITHIBAEIb Moe Tepnenue? — Tan K)aHb mpepBas MIaMeHHYI0 pedb
Baccapa u ¢ HeCKpEIBaeMBIM pa3fgpaxkeHueM fo0aBmi: — [logeMy Thl TaK MHOTO 00JITaelh?
HeynuBuTENBHO, YUTO TH BCIO KM3Hb MPSIYEIIBCS 110 YTIaM, KakK Kphica, u3beras cBeTa.

OH xonopmHO mocMoTpen Ha baccapa u yneIOHYICS:
— ThI cOBepIIIEHHO He MOHKWMAaEIIh UCTUHHON MOIIY KOPOJIEBCKOM KpoBU. HeymuBUTEIEHO, UTO
CTapHK IO CaMO¥ CMEPTH He IMpu3HaBaa Te0s.

9t0 3ameno camoe 60IbHOE MECTO Baccapa, ¥ OH MOYepHe OT SPOCTH.

— Ceiiuac g nokaxy Tebe, [0 KaKOW CTenleHU TH INynl. — TaH F0aHb ¢ npe3peHneM yKa3aJ ImaiblieM
B IIyCTOTY Iepef co00M U efiBa CIIBIIIHO IPOU3HEC: — BIOKUPOBKa.

[TpocTpaHCTBO BOKPYT Baccapa 3acThIO, UL ClIeTKa UCKAaXKEHHBIN CBET BHIABAJl PEATbHOCTh
ITPOUCXOMSINEro. Beien 3a 9TuM mocienoBas Kpuk baccapa: ero cuiia Hadyaja yTeKaTh, 1 BCKOpE OH,
00eCCHUIIeHHBIH, PYXHYIT Ha O]



3aTeM OH CHOBa YCIIBIIIaJI TOJIOC, HpeCHeHOBaBlHI/IfI €r0 BCIO XXH3Hb, KAK HOUHOH KOIIMap:

— 4 He yObi0 TEOS, HO 51 chelnalo Tak, 4ToOk be3gHa BeYHO oTTOprana Tebs, IoKa Thl He COeXKUIIb U3
Hee. — Tan H0aHb cuenan may3y 1 4oOaBui ¢ yiIsIOKOM: — My mo MoMeHTa TBoel cMepTu. KoHeuHo,
Be3nHa pa3opBeT TBOIO AYIINY, YTOOBI HAIIUTATHCS €10... Tak 4To 6eru cKopee.

Baccap B yxkace BCKOYHJI ¥, KaK 3aTHAHHBIN 3BepPb, He OTMIsAbIBasCh, OpOCHUICS BOH U3 OBOpLa. Ero
IICUXMKa OblIa OKOHYATEILHO CJIIOMJIEHA.

Paszo6pasmmck ¢ baccapom, Tan FOaub pe3ko noBepHysica K baxy. C urpuBoi yiaei0Koi OH CKIIOHUIT
TOJIOBY U 3alyMYMBO IIOCTy4asl IlajblieM II0 JI0Y:

— Jlayi-Ka ImogyMaTh, 4TO XKe IOAIUTHIBAeT TBOI Aep30CTh? BrnacTts? boratcTtBo? — TaH FOaHb pe3ko
TIOMHSIJ B3I/ Ha baxa, u ero riny6okue, Kak cama be3nHa, rinas3a, Ka3anoch, BUIe/I BCE HACKBO3b.
Ou ycmexnynca: — Unu cumna?

Bax ¢ rOTOBHOCTHIO 3aXJIONA B JIAIOIIH ¥, TOTOOHO JOOPOAYIIHOMY CTApHUKY, TOSICHUIL:

— OTo TalHa, KOTOPYIO XpaHWIX KOPOJIeBCKasi ceMbs U KiiaH JleTaop. Ho B KaKoH-TO MOMEHT
IIPeeMCTBEHHOCTh IpepBajack. HemaBHO g Hallesn ee: criocob ctaTh 60roM, CKPHITHIM B 3alIPETHBIX
3emiisax 6oros! — IIpu ynmoMuHaHUK 06 3TOM B €T0 TJla3axX BCIBIXHYIO0 6e3yMue. OH BO30yKIOEHHO
3aKpuydai: — JTo XKe 602KeCTBeHHOCTh! {1 CMOT'y IOBejleBaTh BCEMHU CyLeCTBaMHU, PaCIOPsSXKaThCA
JKWU3HBIO ¥ CMEPTHIO, CTaTh €IMHCTBEHHBIM BIIA[ILIKOM 9TOr0 Mupa! f1 3Hal0, 4YTO KOPOIEBCKAst CEMbSI
objlalaeT BlIaCThIO Haf be3mHoM, ¥ 4TO Thl — 00nagaTeNlb CaMOM YMCTOM KPOBH, MOCTUTIINM YPOBHS
npenkoB. 9 HuUKorga He omoien 0wl Tebs B Be3nHe, HO... — bax 37oBeltie ynbIOHYICA. — A 4TO, €CITU
THL OKaXKellbcs BHe Be3Hbl, KoTopast CuuTaeT Te0sl CBOUM JUTS?

EnBa oH OTOBOPHII, KAK M3 3eMJIM BHIPBAIUCh 30JI0THIE IY4YH, YCTPEMUBIINUCH B HE00 U 00pa30BaB
KPYTJIBIY TPOXO[ IIMPHUHOM B TpX 00XBaTa, KOTOPHIM HaMepTBO 3anep Tan FOaus BHyTpu. TeMHOTa U
TyMaH Be3oHEl pacCcesiiuch, U SPKUN CBeT — UCTUHHOE COJIHIE YeJI0BeYeCKOr0 MUpa — 3ajIuj BCE
BOKPYT. UTOOBI CIIPaBUTHCS C HUM, bax He mo6pe3roBasl HUYEM, JazKe UCII0JIb30Bajl OMHOPA30BHIH
apTedakT, KOTOPHIHM KiaH JIeTa0op BeKaMu Oeper Kak OCHOBY CBOET'0 MOTYIIIECTBaA.

CroxeT mofoies K KyJIbMUHaIMU. Pa3Be OH He [o/KeH ObITh B BocTopre? Tan F0aub nmomyman 06
9TOM, HO ero JIUIO 3aCTHUI0, a TEMHBIE IJIa3a IOIyIPUKPHIINCE, BhIpaxKas Inyraloliee CIOKONCTBHE.

Bax cTosi 3a IpefielaMu CBETOBOTO Kpyra. B ero rima3ax MenbKHYyIa medanb. Eciu 661 KOPOIb He
OTCYTCTBOBAJI TaK [OJITO, OH OB HE YIIPaBIIsII KOPOJIEBCTBOM CTOJIBKO JIET U He 0OHAPYXKUIT OB
cekpert, xpaHuMslit JIeTsopamu. OH ocTasncs Ok TEM CaMBIM MTPUJIEKHBIM IPEMbEeP-MUHUCTPOM,
KOTOPHIN BCIO KM3Hb OECKOPBICTHO CIIYZKUIJI KOPOJIEBCTBY U KOPOsIi0. Ho Temeps myTu Ha3ap He OBITIO.

On KUBHYJI CBOUM JIIOOSAM, IIPUKA3bIBASA YHUYTOXKUTDL KOPOJIsA, TAUIMMEHHOT 0 BO3MOXKHOCTH
COIIPOTUBIIATHCA.

— 3Haemsb, — Tan FOaHb 3akprin ra3a. Ero 6;memHas, mouty 60ojie3HeHHas KOXKa Ka3aslach
IIPO3PayvHoO B JIydyaxX SpKOT0 COJIHIlA, IPUAaBas eMy Iyralile XPYIKUM U IpeKpacHbIM BUl. — B 9Toi



XKU3HU 51 60JIbIIIe BCET0 HeHABHU/IEI 9TOT CIIETSIIHM CBET, OT KOTOPOT0, KAXKeTCs, BRIXKHUTAIOTCS I'JIa3a.
[Totomy 4TO... — Ero roioc mpo3By4as THXUM B3I0XOM: — JTO HAallOMHHAET MHE O TOM, YTO
IPUYUHSIET MHE 00JIb.

3aTeM OH efiBa CJIBIIIHO IIpOIIeIITal:

— Xuina.

Bokpyr Bollapuiach TUIIMHA, HapyllaeMas JIUIIb II0POXOM BeTpa B CKJIagKaX ofexawl. Bemen 3a
JIETKUM 3allaXOM KPOBH IOCIIBIIIAUCE efiBa YI0BUMbIe 1maru. HakoHell, mepen HUMU MTOSBUIICS
YyeJIoBeK, Ha YbeM TeJle BUIHEJIUCh KallJlk KPOBU.

WpeanpHOE, HEUETIOBEYECKOE JIUII0, CePeOPUCTEIE BOJIOCH 0 IIMKOJIOTOK U XOJIONHEIE I'J1a3a, B
KOTOPBIX He OBIZIO MeCcTa 9MOIUsIM. Y Hero He ObLIO OPYKHUS, Ia OHO eMy ¥ He TpeboBaloCch — OH caM
OBILIT CAaMBIM CTpPAIIHEIM opyxkueM. OH He cmpammBan Tal FOaHs, KOro HyKHO yOUTh, 3a YTO U HYKHO
JIX OCTABUTh KOT'0-TO B KUBBIX IS THITOK. CHIla, KOTOPOU OH 06jamar, Oblyia CUION OTYASTHUS U
cmeptu. Kyma maman ero B3riisf ¥ Kyfa CTyIlajia ero Hora — TaM HauWHalach KpoBaBas OaHs.

Paspmarncs 4eii-To BU3T, B KOTOPOM HE OCTaIOCh U Cliefla JOCTOMHCTBA:
— Anren cMmepTtu!
[Tpexkpe yeM ocTasbHbIEe yCIienu GpOCUTLCS BPaCCHIIHYI0, CJila CMEPTH yKe IIPOHUKIIA B UX Cepphla.

Pazgancsa T'J'IYXOI;I B3PHIB, ¥ B I'PYyOHU KaXKOOT0 o6pa3013ana(:b SUA0MIIadg gbIpa. HpKaH KpPOBb 6pr3Hy_TIa
Ha JINIla OKPYZXKAIOIIKX, 1 B 3TOM KPOBABOM MapP€BE€ OHU ITPOCTHUIINCE C KU3HBIO U BeBJZ[HOI;I.

— Hert! — bax, omenoMaeHHBN IPOUCXOOSAIITNAM, 3aCThII Ha MeCTe. Ero nuiio nCKa3uiaoch, ¥ OH U3aall
OTYaSIHHBIA BOILJIb.

Ho Xuma He fgan eMy BpeMeHU Ha IocyieqHue cinoBa. OH Cerka IpoBeJl ajibllaMy B BO3AYXE B AI0MME
oT meu baxa, u romoBa mpefaTess IOKaTHIIach 10 3eMJie, CJIOBHO Ms4. Ero ria3a ObUIH IITHPOKO
PACKPHBITH, Ka3aJI0Ch, OHU BOT-BOT BBICKOYAT U3 OPOUT.

OH Tak ¥ He MOHSJ [0 CaMO¥ CMEPTH, YTO B 3TOM MUpe HeT abCOMIOTHOM MyIPOCTH — €CTh TOJIBKO
abcomoTHAas cua.
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