Banb fo monynexkana B Kpeciie u3 CaHOAI0BOT0 JepeBa, 00MTOM MITKMMH MOOyIIKaMu. E€ UCCUHS-
YepHbIe BOJIOCH OBITTM HeOPEKHO YI0KEHH B MPUYECKY HoyMarai, a HeCKOJIbKO BEIOMBIIUXCS IPSOEH,
nafas Ha IeKH, IOICBeYHNBAIMCH MITKUM CEPEeOPUCTHIM CUSTHUEM OT KEeMUYKHUHEI, KOTOPYIO OHA
mepxkajsa B magoHu. CeromHsl Ha Hel OBIIO MIaThe U3 MPOCTOTO JIYHHO-0EJI0ro IIeiKa C BHITUTEIMU Ha
BOPOTHHKE ¥ PyKaBaX TEMHO-CepeGpucTeiMu o0makaMu. I1py KaXooM OBUKEHUU PYK TKaHb
CTPyHIIach MSITKMM CBETOM, IPUaBasi € IOUCTHHE He3eMHOM, BO3BHIIEeHHEH Bull. 2KeMuyK1Ha B €€
PyKe MemJIeHHO Bpalllanach, UCIycKas ciaboe MepllaHue, KOTOPOe 0TPaxXasoch B e€ ria3ax, OyaTo B
HUX PACCHITAINCH 3BE3MHI:

— 3HaeTe 1 BHI, YTO Ballla MaTylIKa — He IIPOCTasda CMepTHaH?

JIv MuHI9# BCKPUKHYI U OTIPSIHYTI, CJIOBHO MCIYTAHHEIN 3BepPeK. BOPOTHUK €ro SipKO-KeITOro
KOPOTKOTO XajlaTa paclaxHyscs, 00HaxKasi KITIOUUIIE], a IIOIBeIeHHEIN Ha [Iee aMyJieT JONT0IeTHs
IIPY KaXKIOM JBHKEHHH M3aBaj MeJIONUYHbIHM 3BOH. Y IapHs OBIIH TYCThHE OPOBY ¥ OOJIBINKE I'J1a3a;
ceryac OH BRITAPALIWI WX TaK, YTO CTaJI TOX0XK Ha YIUBIIEHHOTO PeOeHKa, a [ITHHHEIE I'YCThIe
PECHHUIIE 3aIp0KaH, KakK KPhlIbs 0ab04ek:

— Marymrka Xo4eT cKa3aTh... BBl HE60XKUTETbHUIIA?

— MO2KHO U TaK CKa3aThb.

Bans flo cnerka nosena naiblieM, U cepeOpsiHbIE CEPLTU C KUCTOYKAMU KayHYJIUCh, 0OTOpackBas Ha
IIel0 TOHKUe TeHH. 2KeMuyKVHa BHE3allHO [IpeBpaTUiIach B Ba I0TOKA CBETa U BOILLIA IPSAMO B
nepeHocutisl 6paTheB. JIu MuHBIoN U JIu MUHIISM OIIyTHIH, KaK 110 TeJly Pa3jIMBaeTCs TEIIo,
HaKOIJIeHHAas OT FOCYy[apCTBEHHEIX [IeJI yCTal0CTh UCYE3TIa, a OEIXaHue CTal0 CBEXXUM U YUCTEHIM,
CJIOBHO OHH BIOOXHYJIM YTPEHHIOK POCY.

— M3navanbHO 51 Obl1a HeG0XKUTENbHUIEN ¢ KyHBITYHBCKOM ITyCTOIIN, — HETOPOIIINBO IIPOOJIKHUIA
OHa, MaIlMHAJIbHO MOTJIaXkKuBasi HeQPUTOBLIHM OpacyeT Ha 3ansicTbe. KaMeHb B CBETE KEeMUYKUHEI
IIepeIuBaCa MATKUM OJIeCKOM, a ToJIoC eé CTajl IPU3PavyHbIM U fajleKuM, CIIJIeTasiCh C apoMaToM
caHpaja B yrjax MoKoeB. — §1 CIycTunach B MUP CMEPTHBIX, UYTOOI TPOUTU UCIIBITaHUE TI000BBIO, U
CTasa Balleyd MaTeprio. HelHeIH s moe3aka B XxpaM JIuHbsIHb OblTa Heo6X0auMa, YTOO YKPEIUTh
MO0 HeOECHYIO CYIITHOCTb.

JIu MuHBIOY PE3KO NOTHSJI T'0JI0BY. BOPOTHUK ero TyHHO-0e/10T0 Iap4yoBoro xanaTa HaTSHYJICS,
o0Haxas 4eTKyIo TuHUI0 nogdoponka. OH OBUT OUeHb [T0X0XK Ha OTIa B MOJIOLOCTH, HO B €T0 00/IHKe
Ob110 GOJIBIIE MATKOCTH ¥ KHUKHOU yTOHYEeHHOCTH. Celivyac, HaXMypPHUBIIUCE, OH BHITJISAAEN Kyaa
6omnee CypoBBIM, YeM 0OBIYHO:

— CHIH... CBIH U HE IIomo3peBal, 4TO Y MaTYIIKH CTOJIb HeOoOBIYHOE IIPOMCXOKIOEHHE.

XoTs OH ObIJT YeJIOBEKOM PaCCYAUTEILHEIM, €My OOBOAMIIOCH CIIBIIIATH JIETEHIH O JII0OBH
He0OoxuTeNel ¥ CMEPTHHIX, HO OH HUKOTa He [yMaJl, YTO ero cO6CTBEeHHAasl MaTh, KOTOPOM OH
KaX[o0e yTPO ¥ Beuep MPUHOCUII TIOYTEeHNE, NEeHCTBUTEILHO IPUHAMJIEKUT K COHMY HEO0XKUTeNIeN.

JIn MuHmnsi, Oyoydu moMmaflle, cpa3y ke IMoBepusl cBoeit MaTepu. OH KOCHYJICS IEPEHOCHIIE, I'Tie
ellle 0CTaBaJI0Ch TEIJIO, ¥ ero HOC C HeOOJIbIIoH ropOMHKOM 3a0aBHO CMOPIITUIICS:



— HeymuBuTenbHO, UYTO MaTyIIKa BCETla TOBOPUIIA, YTO MeHs XK[eT BeNluKkoe Oynyiree!
Oka3snlBaeTcsd, I IIOTOMOK Heboxuresen!

Bans flo ¢ TpynoM cmepxara yniel0Ky U BHITAIIXIIA U3 BOJIOC 30JI0TYIO 3aKOJIKY B BHUle (peHUKCa.
[TTuma BOPyT B3MaxHyJla KPbUIbSIMHU, X 30JI0THCTO-KPaCHAIH 1IjTeiid cBeTa 3aKPYKUIICS I10 3aly,
OCHITIasI TTOMOJIEL €€ TIaThd MCKPaMH, IOX0XKUMH Ha POCCHINTL 3Be3[. E€ Koxka, Oeflasd Kak CHET, B 3TOM
30JI0TOM CHSIHWHU Ka3aach IOYTH po3pavyHoi. OHa BepHya 3aKOJIKy Ha MeCTO:

— Bce at1 rombl Bo gBOpIIE ST CKPBIBaja CBOI UCTUHHYIO CYLTHOCTH, YTOOB HE MTOTPEBOXKUTH CYOBOY
cMepTHOTro Mupa. Ho Temeps, Korma Bel 06a BO3MY2KaIM ¥ MOXKETe TBEPAO CTOSATh Ha HOTaX, MIPHUIIIIO
BpEMS OTKPHITh BaM IIpaBfy.

JIlu MuHBIOH, KaK HaCJIe[HbIH MPECTOJ, MPUBLIKIIAY K CTPOTOMY 3TUKETY, TEPBLIM OEJIOM HU3KO
noknouumncs. Ero crpoiinas ¢urypa B nyHHO-0es0¥ apye BHTJIAAea BeIUUECTBEHHO, @ YePHBIH
He(dPUTOBLIH MOSC TOAUEPKUBAJT Y3KYI0 Tanuio. Ero nBukeHus ObIIM UCIIOJTHEHBI TAKOTO TIOYTEHMUS,
CJIOBHO OH COBepIIan 00psi IOKIOHEHHUS:

— Maryurka xpaHuia Takylo TaHy, ChIH... CHIH B CMSTEHUHU.

— I'nmyneiii peOGeHOK.

Baub {0 moTsiHya €ro 3a PyKy, 3aCTaBlisis CECTh PSIIOM, U IIPOBeJia MajbllaMu 110 HePUTOBOMI
TJTaCTUHE Ha eT0 3amscThe, KOTopas COrpesach OT ero Telia. Eé momymeyky manbleB, orpybeBiIie
OT MHOT'OJIETHUX yIIPaXKHEHU! C Me4YOM, KOCHYJIUCH €T0 IPOXJIafHON KOXKH, Japs CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO
yioTa:

— Kewm Ov1 51 HU Oblia, He00XKUTEILHUIIEH UM CMEPTHOM, S IIpex[e BCero Balna MaTh. Ho ceiiyac,
KOTZla MOe UCITHITaHKe ellle He 3aBepIeH0, MHe HyKHa Ballla ITOMOIIIb.
JIu MuHnsii ymapun cedsi B rpyab, o0elas MOAgepKKY, IIPU 3TOM PyKaB ero KeJITOro XajaTa CIIoJ3

IO JIOKTSI, oOHaxas KpPeEeIKoe IpeariaedYbe C MO30JIIMHU OT TDEHHUPOBOK C JIYKOM:

— Maryiika, TosbKO npukaxuTe! He TO 4TO IOMOIIL — S B OTOHB ¥ BOLY I'OTOB IIPEITHYTh, faxke
rJ1a30M He MOPrHY!

HecMOoTps Ha ero MPOCTOAYIIHBINA BUM, celi9ac OH OB MPeeNTbHO CePhe3eH, YTO BHITISIAENO0 faXke

MUJIO.

Banp o cMoTpena Ha uX BOCTOpPXKEHHEBIE JINIIA, U B €€ Tlla3aX Me/IbKHYJla XUTPUHKA — BCe-TaKU 3TU
MaJIbYHUIIKY OKa3a/lIuCh foBepuuBeIMU. OHa HaPOUYMUTO B3[OXHYJIa U IIpOBEJIa IableM 110 Kpaio
YAWHOU YAIIKU:

— Bomes3Hs Baliero oTija — geso HempocToe. ITopa Obl y2Ke 0YMCTUTD OBOP OT HEYUCTH, YTO TaM
3aBenach.
JIu MuHBIOW HAXMYPHUJICS, €T0 JIUL0 CTaJ0 MPaYyHbIM:

— CBIH TOXKe YYBCTBOBAJI HejagHoe. iMmepaTopcKue JieKapu TBEPHST, YTO 9TO OOBIYHAS ITPOCTYA,



HO OTILy CTAHOBUTCSA TOJIBKO XYXKe€...

— OTO He IpOCTyLa.

Banp flo crycTuna Ha KOHUMKE Tajiblla CBET U HayepTala B BO3AyXe UCKaKEHHYI0 YePHYIO TEHb.
Korpa ona ymana Ha 11071, TO IIPOAOJI2KUJIa U3BUBATHCS, CJIOBHO CTYCTOK 4YepHuJ. Barnang Baup Ho
CTaJl OCTPHIM, IPOH3AI0LIUM CaMy CyTh:

— Kro-TO Hcnonmp3yeT CKBEpPHY, UTOOH IIOJJOPBAaTh OCHOBHI TOCYIapCTBa.

BpaTbH 3aCTHIJIN B U3YMJIEHUH. JIn MuHBION cXKal KyJIaKH TakK, 9TO no0eienu KOCTSIIIKY:

— KTo0 mocmern Ha Takoe?!

— He cnemure.
Baub {0 pa3Besiyia CTYCTOK ThbMBI, CHesasa rJI0TOK Yasi U 3arafloyHo YIBIOHYIaCh:

— 4 IIOMOT'Y BaM BO BCEM pa306paTbc;{. Ho IIpexae BhI JOJI2KHBI IIOBEPUTH MHE 1 6epe% ce0s.

JIn MUHBION PELIUTENIbHO KUBHYJI, €T0 CIIMHA BHIIPSIMUIACh, CJIOBHO KJIMHOK, TOTOBHIM BHIUTH U3
HOXKEH:

— BynbTe CIIOKOWHBI, MaTyIIKa, S BCe TIOHSI.

ConHeYHBIN CBET MPOOUBAJICS CKBO3b PE3HbIe OKOHHBIE PAMbl, 0TOPACHIBAS HA 30JI0TUCTHIN IO
IpUAYyOJINBLIE TeHU. BaHb Z0 cMOTpena Ha CBOMX CBIHOBEM — OOWH MSTKHUU, KaK HeQPHUT, APYrou
Iep3Kui, Kak Jieonapy — ¥ BAPYT ITOfyMaJjia, YTO 3TO UCIbITaHue JTI000BbIO He TaK YK U TATOCTHO.
[To kpaliHel Mepe, Tellepb OHa He OfHa.

K Beuepy cTaphiii UMIIePaTOP IIPUCIIAT BECTh, UYTO YYBCTBYET ce0s HEBaXKHO, ¥ BeJIeJl CLIHOBbSIM He
IPUXONUTh. bpaThs MepernsHyIuCh, IOHUMas ApyT apyra 6e3 cioB. Y Jlu Munbios rna3a
IIOKPaCHeJIU OT HefloChna, a y JIu MuHI9S moKpacHeNI HOC — BUAUMO, IPOCTYAUIICS, II0Ka HOCUJICS
OHEM.

— Martymka, — Tux0 npou3Hya JIu MunbOl, CKUMas B pyKaBe He(QPUTOBEIY aMyJieT OIS Iepefadn
IIOCJIAaHUM, — S HEMeMJIEeHHO HAauHY CJIeXKKY 3a JIIOObMU U3 OKPYKEeHUs OTIla, 0COOEHHO 3a TEMU
HOBEIMU JIEKapsIMU.

Banp fo otpaBunia B pOT KyCOYEK MUPOKHOTO C OCMaHTYyCOM, IIepeladykaBIIUCh B CaXapHOU MyOpe,
u mpobopMoTaa:
— Wpute. Tonbko melCcTBY#TE TUXO0. U elre... — OHA OKJIMKHYJIA UX, KOTHa OHU yKe COOHMPAIUCh

YXOIUTH, ¥ IIOCTy4Yasa IajblieM 1o cTony. — [TycTh 00 3TOM He 3HAeT HUKTO TpeTuii. [laxe Ball OTell.

JIu MUHI31 MOPTHYI:



— Jaxe renepan JIuab FOHBGDIH?

Oxn HEKOTr[a He BcTpeyan Jluab FOHB(DIHA, HO crblian oT BouHOB YepHoro Bosika, 4To Korpa
MaTyllIKa IOKKUJaeT OBOpeLl, reHepall BCeraa IPUCTaBIsieT K Hell He3pUMYI0 OXpaHy, a B KapeTe [
Heé Bcerfa IPUTOTOBJIEHH! JII0OUMEIE CIIal0CTH.

Baub do npumnopHsaa 6poBb, B €€ rina3ax 6ecHyIa UCKOpPKa:

— On? OH He 4yXKOU.

BpaTbH IIeperiIaHyIncCh. Onu BOPYT IIOHAJIN, YTO Y 3TOT'O0 TAMHCTBEHHOT'O T'€HePalla, KOTOPOIro OHHU
elle He Buaein, OTHOIIEeHUA C MaTYH.IKOI;I Kyna FJTY6}K9, yeM KaxeTcs. Ho ceiiuac ux MBICTIH OBLIH
3aHATEHL JINIIb TEM, YTOOBI IMOCKOpee OYUCTUTE OBOPEI] OT CKBEPHEI X IIOMOYEL MATYIIIKE HpOfITPI eé
HCIIBITaHHE.

CBeur B KyHbHUHTYH TOped 0o IIy0oKOM HOYM, OTOPACHBast Ha OKHA TPY CUIY3Ta, CKIIOHUBIIIMXCS B
0KUBJIEHHOM pa3roBope. A maneko B nepeBHe Cunxya JIunb KOHBGSH rymo yimeibancs, Tsas Ha
3€BaloIyIO IOYKY U THIKAS IajblleM B €€ CMOPIIEHHBIN HOCHK, JaXe He II0o3peBasi, YTO ero yxe
BKJTIOUMIM B TPAHAMO3HbIN «HeOEeCHBIN MIJTaH».
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