B TOT meHb, KOTla TP CMEHe JIeKapeM TIOBSI30K Ha er0 UCKaJIeYeHHBIX HoraxX OH, Mpe0kiBasi B
nosy6peny oT 601, OTUYETIMBO YCIBIIIAN TUXUY 3BOH (hapdopoBeIx (HJITAKOHOB B alTEYKE, OH MOHSTT
— 3BYK OB He TaKUM, Kak 00bIYHO. Myagmuii eBHYX, IPUHOCUBIIKY CHA00bsI, BEUHO KPYTUIICT Y
TI0OKOeB HaJ0XKHULE JIMHB, 0 UeM TaliHas CTpaXka JOKJIafbBajia eMy yxke He pas.

YTo XKe [0 Imepecygos I10 BCeMy ropoay, Tak eCiin OBl He MOTYANTUBOE 0}106peHI/I€‘ CcaMoro
HMIIepaTOopa, pa3Be CTalin OBI YJIn4HBIE€ IIEBOEI CJIardTh 00 9TOM HOBEHIE Kyr[J'IeTbI?

Ho 4T0 TONKY 3TO 3HATH?

O cMoTpen Ha nuuo Baue {0, HAOIOBUHY 3a/IMTOE CBETOM CBEUYHU, HAIIOJIOBUHY CKPBLITOE TEHBIO, U
KOCTSIIKY eT0 IajblleB I7Ty00KO BIIMBAIKUCh B MOJJIOKOTHUKY Kpecia. B 3Ty anoxy, roe
UMIepaTopcKas BIacTh IpeBkie Hebec, cnaBa pona JIMHb Kak BEPHBIX CIIyT IIPecTojia cTaja s
Hero KaHpajaMy, a UCKaJledeHHble HOTY — aXUJIJIeCoBoU nATou. CTaphlii UMIIEPaTOP XOTEJ JIUIIb
OTHOTO: YTOOH OH, 3HAS IIpaBay, ObIJT BHIHYKEH IJI0TAaTh €€ BMeCTe C KPOBbIO, CTUCHYB 3yOHl OT
beccumnusi.

[Tporrmo# 3UMOM OH TPY OHS U TPU HOUYM IIPOCTOSNT Ha KOJIEHSIX B (paMUIIbLHOM XpaMe Iepeq
IIOMUHAJbHBIMY TaOMM4YKaMy IIpeKoB. TaliHble CTPaXKy IPUHECIIH eMy NTEePEIUCKY JieKaps C
€BHYXOM, Ha JIUCTaX C ellle He BEICOXIIINMHU YePHUIIAaMU 3HAUMUIOCh: [10 BEICOYANIIIEMY TTOBEJIEHUIO.
Torga oH cxkan OyMary u pacCMesiyics Tak, YTO BEICTYIIUIIU CJIe3Hl, — CMesJICS Hafl TeM, uTo, obmafgas
BOMHCKHMM MacTepPCTBOM, He UMeJl laXKe IIpaBa Ha MeCTh.

Boennas mours pona JIuHb Bce elile ObljIa B pyKax UMIepaTopa, a YaCTHOe BOWCKO Ha OKpauHe
CTOJIUIIHI OBLJIO CITUIITKOM MaJio, YTOOBI IIPOTUBOCTOSITh I'BapAun. CTOUIIO JIUIIH IIEJOXHYThCS, KaK
BeChb pop OblT Ol BEIpe3aH IO KOPEHb.

HpI/ITBOpﬂTbCH HeBEeeHHueEM — TAaKOB OBLTT €T0 eIMHCTBEHHHIN IIYTh K BEIZKMUBAHUIO.

Ho sra ummneparpuna...

Barnsap Jlueb FOHBGIHA CKONMB3HYII 110 HAIPSI2KEHHEIM T1JIedaM Baub 510, 0OTSHYTHIM Y€PHBIM
aTJIaCHBIM KOCTIOMOM. 2KeMuyKUHEI B €e 30JI0TOM 3aKOJIKe OCJIeIIS/IH, a KaXkK/Ioe CII0BO, CIIeTaBIIee
c ee Ty0, 6BITI0 TOKOGHO PAaCKaIeHHOMY KPIOKY, BOH3AIOIIEMYCS B CaMyt0 OONIbHYIO PaHy.

OHa — 3aKOHHAs CyIIpyra CTaporo UMIIepaTtopa, MaTh HaclegHOro mpuHIa. [1o IoruKe Bele, oHa
IoKHa Oblyla KeJjlaTh eMy CMepPTH 0OJIbIIle BCEX.

— 3a4eM BHL... — €T0 I'0JIOC 3ByYall CyX0, CJIOBHO HaxaauyHas Oymara Tepna gepeBo. OH CTIIOTHYT,
Ipex[e 4eM MPOMOIKUTh: — YTO BH 9THM XOTHTE CKa3aTh? He GOMTECH TH BEI, SBUBIIKCEH B IOM
JIuHb B TaKOM 4ac, HaBneyb Ha ce0s Oeny?

OH He BepuJsI, YTO y 9TOM JBOPLIOBOM MHTPUTAHKK MOXKeET ObITh foOpoe cepaue. Korma Mimagimas



cecTpa JIMHBb TOJIBKO ITOIAJIa BO OBOPEI], 9Ta caMasi UMIIepaTPHUIla C YILIOKO! IpernogHecsa el Jamry
JIeKapcTBa OJIsl COXpaHeHuss 6epeMeHHOCTH, a Ha CJIeAyIOIINii Xe OeHb Bejesia JIeKapsiM 3alucaTh B
ee KapTy: 00JIe3HEHHA, K OeTOPOXKIeHUI0 HecrmocobHa. KTo B CTOuUIle He 3HAJ 0 ee MeToHax?
PebeHOK ero cTapiei CeCTphl, TOT MaJIHIII, YTO 3Bajl €ro AsOed — OHa Befb TOXKE MPHUIOKUIIA PYKY K
ero rubenu, eCiid He caMa, TO CBOMM ITOIYCTUTETbCTBOM.

HedpuTtoBas momgBecka B majbiiax Baub o0 mpomomkaia BpamaThes. Ee TopxKecTBymolas yibi0Ka B
ero ria3ax Obla IT0X0Xka Ha OCKaJl 0XOTHHKA, Ha0/I0galoIero 3a BOJIKOM, YTOOUBIIKUM B KallKaH.

JInas FOHB(G9HA BHE3anHO MPoOpas X070, JTa KeHIIMHa IPHUIJIa He AJIS TOT0, YTOOBl PaCKPHITh
IIpaBAy, OHA MIPUIIIA, YTOOH BJIOXKUTh €My B PyKH HOX. Ho KOTO MMEHHO OHa X04eT YOUThb ero
pykamu?

JIyHHBIH CBET IPOCOYMUIICS CKBO3b OKOHHYIO PEIIETKY, 0TOpPackBasi MepTBEHHO-0/IeJHYIO TeHb Ha €ro
6ecrione3nsle Horu. OH BHE3allHO BCIIOMHUJI BUePAIllHIEe CUHSIKY Ha CBOEM TeJle, BCIIOMHUII pefbed
MBI, YTagbBAIOMIUICS [I0f ee 00JIeTalolMM KOCTIOMOM, U CepAlle CKaloch OT LypHOIo
IIPEeYyBCTBUSI.

OTa UMIepaTpHlla, MoXKaNyH, moomacHee CaMoro CTAporo UMIepaTopa.

Banp fo BEIIpAMUIAch U CTPAXHYJIa HECYIIECTBYIOIIYIO IIBUIb C JIAaLIKaHOB:

— CTaphIii UMIIEPATOP X0UET UCIO0JIE30BaTh J00pPoe UMs pofa JIMHD AN YKPeIUIeHUs yXa apMUuH, HO
B TO e BpeMst O0MTCS, YTO Ballld 3aC/IyT'¥ 3aTMSAT ero TpoH. CrtomMaTh Tebe HOTH, TUIIUTH Te0s
HACJIEHUKOB, a TOTOM Pa3AyTh U3 3TOT0 CKaHMaJI, YTOOH BCE 3HAIM — 3TO OTIHUYHBEIA CII0COO COUTH
TBOIO CIIECH ¥ CHejIaTh TeOs MOCMEeIHIneM B ri1a3ax Hapona. OH MacTep CTPOUTD IJIAHbI, YTOOH
coOupaTh IJIOAH YYyXKUX TPYHOB. [IpOCTO MHE Ha 9TO CMOTPEThH ITPOTUBHO.

— Ecnu yecTHO, 1 — HeOoxKuUTeNbHUIIA BaHb 0, — IpoM3Heca OHa, ¥ B KOHIIe (hpa3sl ee rojaoc
clerKa OPOTHYII C HOTKOM 0e33a60THOM JTeHH.

CBeT cBeuH IIafas Ha ee JIKIO II0f, yIr'Ji0M, OTYETrO I'IIa3HUIEI Ka3aJIuCh FJIY6}KG, d B YyT'OJIKax I'ta3
HUrpaila MATrKad, 00osbCTHUTENIbHAS TeHb. CoueTaHue MYyXKECTBEHHOCTHU B HaI[6pOBHI:>IX oyrax u
HEXKHOM KeHCTBEHHOCTH B YT'OJIKaX I'/ila3 Hda MTHOBEHHE 3aCTAaBHUIIO JIuHb I'OHB(I)SH& 3a0BIThCS.

OH BCIIOMHMJI CKa3K# 0 6eCCMepTHHIX, B KOTOPHEIX TOBOPHUJIOCH, UTO OHM BCETHa HAIlOJIOBUHY JIIOOH,
HAIOJIOBUHY OyX¥, HAIlOJIOBUHY NIPaBeNHUKY, HAIlOJIOBUHY AeMOHEL. JKeHIIMHA [lepeq HUM
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO Ka3anach COIIEAIIeN CO CTPaHULl TaKOM KHUTH.

— Heb6oxurenbauna? — JIuab FOHB()SH AEPHYI YTOIKOM PTa B HACMENIIUBOM yibi0Ke. — Ecnu BEL
He0OXUTEeNbHUIIA, TO TI0YEMY OKa3aIlCh 3allePTH B 3TOM I'IyOOKOM [BOpLE?

— [Ipoxoxy yepe3 ucneiTanve, — Banp Ho coenana rinoTox dyas. Kanms Bjaaru 3acTeljia Ha HUKHEU



ry6e, " OHa H66pe}KHO CIIN3HYJIa €€ KOHYUKOM SA3bIKa — XKECT OBLJI ITOJIOH HEBOJILHOT'O O49apOBaHHAI.
— TOYHO TakK XKe, KaK U THL.

Banp o cMoTpena Ha ero Hanpsi2kKeHHYI0 YeJII0CTh, IOKPHITYI0 TEMHOU IIEeTHHOM, TI0X0XKeW Ha
BECEHHIOIO TpaBy, TPOOMBAIOIIYIOCS CKBO3b 3€MJTI0, — 3TO IIPUAABAI0 eMy JUKOCTH.

OHa BOpYT IoAgyMasa, YTO CBAJIUTh BCe I'PEXU Ha CTApOro UMIlepaTopa OblJI0 MyOPEIM pelleHueM —
10 KpaliHe! Mepe, 3TO JaeT BO3MOXKHOCTE IOJbIIE TF000BATHCS 3TUM CYPOBHIM, HO KPACHBHIM JIUIIOM.
B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, CTapHIM UMIIEpPaTOp HUYEro He TepseT. Bens, He cunTas Toro pebeHkKa, OCTaIbHEIE
Oenpl poga JIMHE — OO0 PYK UMEHHO €T0 BeJIM4eCTBa.

K ToMy Ke, OpuUTHHAJ 9TOM XKEHIIMHEI CYKTaa, YTO JePXKUT BCe 1o KOHTpoJieM, Ho Baub fo Onina
yBepeHa: CTaphlii UMIIepaTop 3Ha/I 0 CMepTH Toro pebeHKa. Bce ero mokasnoe o60xkaHue OBIIO JIUIIH
CIIoco00M YCHIIUTh OIUTETLHOCTE pofda JInHb. Kak Tonbko JIMHB MafyT, OHU CTaHYT €My He HYKHHL.

XKarnkas npexHss Blagenlia 3Toro tena. ¥3-3a ooHOU JIUIIb PEBHOCTU OHA 3alsiTHalla CBOU PYKHU
KPOBBIO CTOJIbKUX JTIOOEH.

Bans fdo HaMEpPEeHHO I10ga/IaCh BIIEPEN Ha IIOJIIiara. Ee Tanus, 06T5{HYTaH TKAHBIO, ITJIaBHO
IIOKA4YHYJIaCh, CIOBHO Y TOTOBOM K IIPBI2KKY 3MEMN. PaccTosnue COKPATHJIOCh HACTOJIBKO, 9YTO OHA
OIIyTHJia HCXOISIIUN OT HETO apoMaT YEePHUJI BIIEPEMEIKY C JIETKUM 3allaXOM I_[eJ'Ie6HBIX TpPas.

—4d CITYCTHUJIAaCh Ha 3€MIIIO, YTOOHI I'IpOI;ITI/I HCIIBITaHuEe, — ronoc Baue do cTan tuie, an/I06peTaﬂ
OTTEHOK TalHH. — Ho He oxkumana, 4To CTOJIKHYCB C Balllel HCTOpHefI.

Ona cpenana Iay3y, €€ B3rnndan CKOJIb3HYII 10 PyKaM, JIEZKAaBIIUM Ha KOJIEHAX. YeTkO O4Y€EepYEeHHEIe
CyYCTaBBI, MO30JIX OT M€Yd Ha IIOOyIeYKaX ITaJIbIIEB — ceryac OH CKMMal PYKHU TaK CHUIIBHO, 9TO
KOCTSIIIIKHY IT00eIeny, 6YI[TO COﬁI/IpaHCb pa3maBUTE 9YTO-TO HEBUOUMOE. Ona 3Hana, 4To OH TEPIINT:
TEPIIUT YHU2KEHNE, TEPIIUT HEHABUCTL OT TOT'O, YTO JIMIIEH IIPOOOJIZKEHUA POAA.

— XOTs BUHA JIEXKUT Ha HMIIepaTope, — OHa CMEHMJIa TOH Ha CO‘IYBCTBGHHbIﬁ, CJIOBHO U BIIPAMBb
XKalJiejla pon JIMHb, — HO B 9TOM XKU3HU MHI MYXK W XK€Ha, U 4 OOJIXKHA Pa30eIuTh C HUM 4YaCThb
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

JInHbB IOHB(I)SH PE3KO ITIOOHAII TOJIOBY, B €TI0 I''Ta3aX YU TAJIOCh U3YMJIEHHE:

— YrT0... 4TO BBl XOTHUTE 3TUM CKa3aTh?

OH He BepuJl B packasHue UMIIEpaTopa U ellle MeHbIIle BEePUJI, UTO 3Ta XKEHIMHA CTaHET eMY
IIOMOTaTh.

CBeT cBeuYr MepIiaa B ee 3pavykKaxX, U XUTPUHKA B HUX OblIa momoOHa I0PKOH priOe B BOMe, KOTOPYIO
HEBO3MOXKHO IIOMMAaTh.



— K ToMy e, Balll poj OKa3al OTPOMHEIE 3aC/IyTH B 3allMTE TOCYOAapPCTBa, Bl COBEPIIUIIN BEIUKOe
61aro, ¥ IpephIBaTh Balll Poj ObII0 OB HECTIPABEIIUBO.

— IIpepriBaTh? — rojoc JIuab FOHb(3HA OpoKaj, naiblibl 40 00711 BIUBAJIKUCH B JEPEBSIHHBIE
TOJIJIOKOTHUKHU. — B MoeM noymoxenun? C UCKaJledYeHHEIMYA HOTaMu ¥ 0e3 HafleK bl Ha HaCJIeTHUKOB,
0 KaKOM IIPOJOJIKEHUM MOXKET UATH PedYb? — OH TOPhKO YCMEXHYJICS, U B 9TOM CMeXe CKBO3HUJIO
TI0JTHOE OTYasTHUe. — Bl IPUIIIH TOU3IeBaThCS HAMO MHOM?

Korpa mociengHee CIOBO 3aTHUXJIO, OHA JIETOHBKO MOPTrHyJa, ¥ Ha JIeBOH IIIeKe IIPOCTYIIXIIA AMOYKa:

— A 4rT0, ecnu 4 CKaXy, 4YTO MOT'y UCIIE€JIUTh TBOX HOTU B BEPHYTH Tebe BO3MOKHOCTh UMETh oeTen?

JIuas FOHBGSH CMOTpEN Ha 3Ty YILIOKY, ¥ BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK YTO-TO YAAPHUIO ero B rpynb. OH
PE3KO0 CXBaTUJI e 3a 3aMsACThe C TAKOM CHUJIOH, YTO, Ka3aJioCh, TOTOB OB pa3gpoOUTh KOCTh:

— YTo TH CcKa3ajna?

Baub o mpumopHsiia 6poBb, TO3BOJISS €My CKUMATh CBOIO PYKY:

— 4 ckazana, 4uTo Mory crnactu Tebsi. Y TH Befib yKe IMOYyBCTBOBAJI 3TO, HE TaK JIU?

[Mansus! JIuab FOHBGIHA cKanmuck elle cunbHee. OH He NOJIXKEH ObLI BEPUTh — CJI0OBA 9TOM KEHIITUHEI
13 TIy0OKOTr0 JBOPIIA SIOBUTEE 3MEMHOT0 XkaJjla. IMEeHHO IIOBepPHUB ee Yallle C JIEKapCTBOM, eT0
cecTpa obpesa Gecryiofye ¥ My4uTEIbHYI0 CMEPTD, a CTapllasi CecTpa BCIO XKU3Hb BUHMIIA Cce0s 3a
TO, UTO He ybeperna ee.

Ho BUYEPaAIIHAA HOYb...

Ero KafBpIK CyoopOXKHO iepHYJICS. BuepalltHui kap ¥ CTPacTh, CJIOBHO JIECHOM 10XKap, ITPOHECIIUChH
10 ero BeHaM.

OH 0TYEeT/IMBO ITOMHUJI TEIJIO €€ PYK Ha CBOEM CIIMHE, IIOMHUJI X0JIOMHOEe TPUKOCHOBEHNE 3aKOJIKH K
CBOeH IeKe, KOrfa OHa TSKeJo ObIIIaja eMy Ha yX0, U, UTO BaXKHee BCET0... TOT BHE3aIIHLIN ITPUITHB
CHUJIIHI HA pacCBeTe.

OH CHOBa MOXKET.

9TO 0CO3HAHUE yOAPHUIIO0, KaK TPOM Cpedu sSICHOTo HeOa, B30PBABIIKNCH B TIIyOWHE €ro Cepalla,
3aTHUXIIETo Ha [Ba rofa. Ha MOMIOKOTHUKAX Kpecila OCTaTUuCh TTTy00Kue CIEOBl OT HOTTEH, IIeKH
BOH3aJIMCh B JIAMOHHU, IPUUMHSS 00JIb, HO OHA HE MOTJIA 3arjyIIKUTh Xap, MTOMHUMABIIHUNACS U3 CaMOT0
KOCTHOTO MO3ra.



IIBa roga. C Tex II0P, KakK €r0 OIIOUJIM TEeM 3€JIbEM, OH AyMaJl, YTO OCTATOK 2KU3HHU IIPOBEOET KaJIeKOH.
HeKapI/I TBEPOUIIN, YTO IIOBPEXKIOEHd CaMa OCHOBA XKHM3HH, U ooru TyT 0eCCHIIbHEL.

Ho BuepaiiHee olmyieHre ObIJIO peabHBIM, OHO BCE ellle XKHUJI0 B ero Koxke. ITO He ObII0 UIIIIo3uei
— KOT[Ia ee TaJIbIlkl CKOJIb3HYIIX 0 €T0 IOSCHUIIE, OH OTYETIIMBO II0YYBCTBOBAJ IIPOOYKIEHHE,
CJIOBHO CyXasi IpeBeCHHa ITyCTUIa POCTKH, CJIIOBHO IIEIeNI CHOBA BCIILIXHYJI OTHEM.

— THI... — OH XOTeJI 3aJ]aTh BOIIPOC, HO I'0OJIOC IPEaTeIbCKY IPOXKaJl, a B TJla3axX, HaJIUTEIX KPOBLIO,
TTPOCTYIIHIIO XKeJlaHue, KOTOPOE OH caM B cebe mpe3upar.

Bans flo, rnsifs Ha ero BHYTPeHHIO 60pb0y, BOPYT paccMesinachk. YIeI0Ka pa3niuiach OT SMOYKY Ha
IeKe, OKpAITBasi YTOJIKK I'1a3 HeKHOH IOBOJIOKOH. OHAa HaMepPeHHO BHIIPSIMHUIACh, YTOOH KpaCHEIe
CJIebl Ha BEIPE3€ €e KOCTIOMA CTajld 3aMETHEe:

— Bepuub unu HeT — monpo6yii ¥ y3Haellb.

OHa nerko BrICBOOOAHUIIA PYKY, KOHYMKAMHU I1ajIbIleB €[IBa 3aMEeTHO MPOBES II0 €T0 THIIbHOM CTOPOHE
JIaOHH, CIIOBHO MEPHIIIKOM KOCHYBIIUCH CEP/IIa.

— JlekapcCTBO s mprHECa. Mcrmomb30BaTh €ro Uil HEeT — perraTh Tede.
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